




















All of usthatthatcouM movegotupupandlookedthrough
cracksininthethe stonestone wallswalls andand sawsaw thatthat thethe GermansGermans
were workmg aamachinegunrightright behindbehind ourour bam.bam.
IIcould hearhearthethe bulletsbulletswhining offoffourour wallswalls AA kidkid
nextnext toto meme saidsaid hehe wishedwished theytheywould taketake thisthis warwar
aahttie further away,and in aashortwhile thethefiring
did letletdown. Soon American paratroopersbegan
drifting inintoto ususfrom thethewoods. ItItwasstrangethethe
way.way.asas soonsoon asastheshootingstartedandandtheGemans
begantoto fallfall inin thethe farmyard,farmyard, thethe littlelittle blondblond kidkid
took off hishisarnmunition beltbeltand threw hishisgun
down,down, andand soso diddid aboutabout fourfour othersothers whowho hadhad beenbeen
sitting inin thethe roomroomeating. SoSo IIguesshehe wasn'twasn't
asasfond ofoffighting asas hehe hadhadbeentelling memebecause
hehe didn'tdidn'ttry totoescapewithwith hishisbuddiesandand waswas
takenin tow byby thetheparatrooperswho werebringing
ininsomeofoftheir ownownwoundedbybythat time.time.

TheThemedics wentwent rightrightalong working ononwhom
everever waswasbroughtinin totothem—YankororDutchman—
andand theytheycertainly hadhad gutsguts becausebecause wewe werewere stuckstuck
inin thethe middlemiddleofof thethe battle,battle, asas farfar asas II couldcouldsee,see, withwith
bandsofofparatrooperschasingGermansthroughthethe
woodswoods ononboth sidessides ofof thethebam. WeWe hadhad oneone moremore
visit from thetheGermans. This time theythey sentsent inin
twotwoi^nericansi^nericanswithwith oneoneofof theirtheirofficerswhowhohadhad beenbeen
shotininthetheleg. TheTheparatroopersjumpedthisthisbunch,
too,too, andand firingfiringstartedupup inin thethe woods.woods. TheThe twotwo
AmericansdumpedthetheGermanofficerofficer ininthe bam-
yardyard andandtookoffoff forfor thethe woodswoods onon thetheothersideside andand
mademade it.it. IIwentout with anotherfellowfellow whowhowasn't
hurt badandcarriedinintheGerman,whowho waswas aa manman
aboutabout 2525andand waswas reallyreallycussinginin Dutch.Dutch.

NextNextafternoonthreethreeofofusustookoff for ananassembly
point wewehad heardabout, but first wewewent back
toto aamanure pilepileand dugdugout carbines and am
munitionmunition andand somesomegrenadeswhich thethe boysboys hadhad
buriedwhen they firstfirstcamein.in. WeWestartedtowards
what wewethoughtwaswasthe CP,CP,but anan 8888startedtoto
laylay somesome firefire downdown ininthat generalgeneral direction.direction. ThereThere
waswassomeotheractivity goinggoing onon ininthe areasoso wewe

dugdug inin thatthatnight andand mademadecontactcontact withwith thethe CPCP thethe
nextnext day.day. ItItwas here that thethe KrautsKrauts hadhad accuraccur
atelyatelyplacedaamortarshell inin aafarmhousewhereourour
boyshadhadmarshalledaa hundredhundredororsosoprisonere.AfterAfter
thethe explosionexplosion therethere werewere farfar fewerfewer prisoners.prisoners.

AtAt0200 thatthatmorning we were toldtold totoassemble
andandmarchtoto thethe rearrear forforreassemblyandandrest. AA
burning farmhouseheld usus upup forforsometimetime butbut
rainrainsoon putput outout thethefire andand wewecontinuedourour
march backbackthrough thethewoods, trailstrails andand roadsroads
until we reachedour rendezvousatat0700. We gotgot
aa littlelittlesleephereandand thenthen continuedcontinued onon untiluntil wewe
reachedreached thetheDC?DC?atatiioo. II leftleft thethe grandgrand bunchbunch
ofofboys there andandworked mymy wayway toto thethe beachbeach
ratherratherpeacefully. II spentspentthatnightnight onon anan LCILCI andand
listenedtotothe Jerriescome over with aafew eggs
from 0400 to 0445. We didn'tdidn'treceiveany hita
only aalittle rocking—butthetheboysonon thethe toptopdeck
toldtold meme nextnextmorningwewe hadhad lostlost twotwo smallsmall craftcraft

Shortlyafterafterthatthat IIwastransferredtransferredtoto anan LCTLCTandand
landedatat ananEnglishportport toto makemake mymy waywaybackback toto
my basebaseand Heaven.

-ly S/Sgt.S/Sgt.JOHN O'CONNOR
R»dlo Opantoro(o(mmTroop Carrltr C-47 Skytrain

Downing Doodlebugs
England—Oneof the first gun crews of aaNinth

Air ForceDefenseCommandstationstation toto gogo intointo
actionaction whenwhen thethe "" flyingflyingbombs" commencedcommencedtheir
attackon Englandwasananoutfit headedbybyististSgtSgt
JohnGregory,Gregory, whowhoplayedendononColumbiaUniver
sity'ssity'sRose^wl teamteam ofof1934.

TheThe crewcrew isis composedcomposedprincipally ofof NewNewTersevTersev
and New York men who havebeentogethermany
monthsandnowconstituteoneofofthethetoughestsharp-
shootingcrewsinin thethe unit,unit, withwithclaims totomanyofof
thethe"flying bombs" shotshotdown. The'entireThe'entire gungun
crewwasononcontinuousdutyduty forfor 7272 hourshoursduring thethe
earlypartofof thetheattack.

TwoTwo membersmembersofof thethe crew,crew,Pvts.RichardSawickiSawicki

Someo* the guys who gave up 12-hourpassesso that they could stay on the lob making
passesatat thethe"Doodlebugs,"The sketchshowsthethecrew In thetheprocessofofmaking aakill.
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andandBigio Dipalo, bothboth ofofNutley, N.N. J.,J.,were onon
passpass atat thethe timetime ofof thethe firstfirst attack.attack.When theythey
heardtheirtheircrew gogo intointoaction, theytheyhalf-walked,
half-ranhalf-ran12 miles toto rejoinrejoin theirtheir outfit.outfit.

Sgt.Sgt. GregoryGregory isis proudproud ofof hishis crew.crew. "" WeWe knewknew
thethestrainwould soonbegintoto telltell onon thetheboys,soso II
offeredsomeofof themthem12-hourpasses,"passes," hehe saidsaid aafew
daysdaysago. ""Hell, II thoughtthought theytheyweregoingtotostart
shootingatatme. They wouldn't leavethatthatgun for
paycall. II stillstill can'tcan'tfigure outoutwhen theythey sleep."sleep."

Pvt.Pvt.Tom McFawl andandCpl. HenryHenryMackin, school
matesmates fromfromGloucester,N.N.J., whowho havehave stuckstuck toto
gether throughouttheirtheirentire Army career,each
insistinsist thatthat thethe otherotherwaschiefly instmmentalinin thethe
destmctiondestmctionofof thethe firstfirstflying bomb.bomb.

"" Tom,Tom, ourourtelephoneoperator,operator, waswas thethe firstfirst toto
seeseeit." saidsaidCpl.Cpl.Machin.Machin.

HeHedidn'tdidn'tgetgetexcited,justjusttoldtoldKane(Sgt.George''
Kane, ofofRoselle, Del.) thatthatsomethingnew waswas
comingcoming overover forfor usus toto bag."bag." Pvt.Pvt.McFawl added.added.

Boy,Boy,you shouldhavehaveseenHenryHenry andand thethe restrest ofof
thethe^ys go totowork. TheThe pitpit gotgot hothotfrom thethe
fnction thoseguys causedwhen theytheymoved."

OtherOthercrewmenareare Pvt.Pvt.Lloyd Hurley, ofofPenns-
ville, N.N.J.,J., Pvt.Pvt.LymanJohnson,ofofMt. Holly, N. J.,J.,
Pvts.Pvts. TonyTonyPenninoandand KennethKenneth R.R.Fischer, ofof
Bridgeton,N.N. J.,J., Pvt.Pvt.SherwinL.L.Steinberg,ofof thethe
Bronx,Bronx, N.N. Y.,Y., Pvt.Pvt.EugeneDeDeFomo,Fomo, ofofSalina,Pa.,Pa.,
Pvt.Pvt.GeorgeJ.J.Longo, ofofBloomfield. N. J.,J.,Cpl.
William T.T.Kinnebrew, ofofMiami, Fla., Pfc. JohnJohn
Barron,Barron, ofof Scranton,Scranton, Pa.,Pa., andand Pvt.Pvt.ThomasCaruso,
ofof Newark,Newark, N.N. J.J.

S/Sgt.S/Sgt. NathanNathan H.H.Glick, ofofMontgomery. Ala.,Ala.,
staff artist ofof thetheNinth AirAirForce, waitedwaitedseveral
hours inin thethegun'snestnest totosketchthetheactualkilling
ofof aa""Doodlebug."

ActivatedbybyLt.-Gen. Lewis H.H.Brereton,thethe 9th9th
AirAirDefenceCommandwill defend occupiedterriterri
toriestories behindbehind thethe fightingfightingfrontsfronts fromfrom airair attack.attack.

~By~ByaaYANK FieldField CorrespondentCorrespondent
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