‘HRADQMRTE?.S 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUIP (M) (D-&~4)
Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

APO 557,
9th February, 1945

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative ’
Mission: ILutzkendorf, 9th Pebruary, 1945.

0 + Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group, APO 557, US Army.

1, Narrative :

306th fiew 36 a/c including 4 PFF a/c as LOth "A", Route was substantially
ag briefed, Felixstowe, 1041 hours; Ostend 1112; I.P. 5050N=-11ALE, 1252 hours; tar-
get Lutzkendorf, 12583; Ostend 1555; letdown over Channel to Clacton 1645; bese 173k.
High bombed Eisleben, 1304; Low bombed Menteroda, 1325.°

Buckeye Red at 1215 reported target 7/l0ths with intense to moderate smoke
screen, advised visual run, saying he would confirm ten minutes later, At 1225
Buckeye repeated advice to bomb visually, ' a

PFF: Mickey equipment on all PFF a/c worked satisfactorily.

2, Fighter Opposition and Fighter Support
This group saw no énemy aireraft. - ’
P-51s including a/¢ from 20th and 36lst Fighter Groups furnished close and
continuous support from Belgian coast, 1110 hours, without gaps.

3. A.A. Gun Fire )
Moderate inaccurate prediocted concentration at target Lutzkendorf above
and below formation. None at otlier targets. Meager inacocurate A.A. fire over front
line and vicinity of Prankfurt on route in and out. Damage: Lead; 1 slight, 1 missing;
Low; 3 severe; High; 1 severe, 1 slight. )

L. Bombing '
Lead made a visual run on Lutgkendorf. Target was visible on approach, but
at bombs away was obscured by a cloud and smoke. Pictures show hits at 025071/6.
Low saw target from Naumberg, but could not get bomb bay doors open, or salvo on
emergency release. Made PFF run on what operator thought was Mulhausen but which
turned out to be Nordhausen., Bombardier saw that bombs were going to be over, held
bombs, and dropped on Menteroda. Pictures show hite direct on town. High found

primary obscured by cloud and smoke, dropped on Eisleben., Pictures show strikes short
east of town,

5. Leaflets
i/c 585-K, pilot Sprunger, dropped ten T-297 on Bisleben.

6. Weather
8 to 10/10ths, tops 10 to 12,000 feet, most of way in, with large breaks.
Thin 10/10ths layer at 24,000 feet for 15 miles, starting at Rhine. Target 7/10ths

i'.ow clouds, with patchy breask over target. Light non persistent contrails at 25,000
eot.

7. Observations

Crews report pilot from another formation calling his leader in the clear
requesting coordinates of B-53.

8. Alroraft in Di. ess )

Our a/c 674~B, pilot Riedsl outatending, last seen lagging near froat
lines at 1422, but with no visible trouble. ’

9.  Alreraft Returning Barly _
A/ 129-L, pilot Mullen, twrned back at 5035N-OL45E, 1135 hours, due to
engine failure; brought back 10 x 500.

JOHN A. BAYRNSFATHER,
Major, Air Corps,
Group 8-2.
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Report on a.hy Gunfirs
306th Boumb Group (H)

L. rarcer. Mutakendert, Germany DATE OF LISSIOH. . 07974
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2. ROUTE AS FLO'N3~  ogtend; 5038-0440; 5026-0618; 5007-0743; 5028-0902; -
S0K3-10L5; 5036~1124; 5050-114) I,P.; 5118-1152 Target; 5135-1131; 5119-1015;
5030-0952; 5018-0829; 5005-0716; 5019-0631; 5045-0524; _5058~0L49; Ostend

3—. Veather Conditions (a) at Target..l/1Qatqns .J.Q-:l»'i;QQQ.i.’Q.......................
(b) Bn Route .ooeoothn]rQ/oJ'Q..coo.--.oouoo‘..ooouo-occo.uoopo-c

e — ¢ — o e

Le Vere our A/C "Seen® or "Unszen" Targets? (a) At Target.. .§Q§Q. chrreciteteae s

(L) “n Poute,...988M, . ..., .........

Any Condensation Trails?.Jight intermittant .non-persistent 25,000 £t .. .. ven

5. Description of Flak at Target, including iZisi0b OF FINE COMIROL, if possible.

Moderate predicted concentrations from below to above formation at Primary target.
No flak encountered at Last Resart targets,

©. Flak encount.:ad or observed en route. (in oraer experienced if possivle.)

Meager inaccurate flak observed at I.P., over front lines on route in and out ’
over Rhine river, and near Frankfurt.

Te Vlus CHAFF carried? ‘s it useu as briefeu, if not uovw wes it used?
2
Observation of crews,

R .4/C carried...........carpet seis.

30 A/C dispersed 11,416 units of type XE chafrf,

— —

B, Position of Group and Coibat “fing......A0tH."AY% 8PQUD. ... .00vurinunrnnnnnn,

A a/c passed over Primary. Damage sustained here.
Lead bombed Lutzkendorf visually

Low bombed Medteroda visually

High bombed Zisleben visually

71 Details:-
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10, OBEEAV.TIONS: 4/3 674=3, pilot Riedel, miseing .+, lust seen near front lines,

1422 hours, under control, lagging behind formation.

S.S. observed at Primary target.



