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TO CG , 1ST BOMB WING CATTENTION A-2) -

IMPORTANT R-139-D TELETYPE REPORT 8TH MARCH 1943.
CA) NARRATIVE. _ - .
1. 18 A/C TOOK OFF AT 11:30 HOURS TO BOMB MARSHALLING YARDS AT

RENNFS, FRANCE . 2 A/C RETURNED EARLY BFCAUSE OF MOTOR TROUBLE , 1
A/C 1S MISSING. THE ROUTE WAS APPROXIMATELY AS ORDERED AND THF
WEATHFR GOOD ALL THE WAY. VISIBILITY AT THE TARGET WAS EXCELLENT.
2. SINCE THERE WAS PRACTICALLY NO FLAK, AND NO FIGHETER OPPOSITION
AT THE MOMENT, THERE WAS AN UNITERRUPTED TWO MINUTE BOMR RUN, AND
BOMBING RESULTS WERE EXCELLENT. SEVFRAL BURSTS WERE SEEN DIRECTLY ON
THF. YARDS, SMOKE AND FLAMES 2000 FEET HIGH WERE OBSERVED , AND A
LARGE BUILDING , POSSIBLY THE TRANSHIPMENT SHED, WAS THOUGHT TO BE
COMPLETELY DESTROYED. T

3. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:25 ABOUT 5 MILES NORTH OF PORTLAND,

ENGLAND. NO. 1 NO. 4 ENGINE ACTING UP. NO . 4 ENGINF CUT OUT ON
LANDING. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:05 AT MARLBOROUGH , ENGLAND. 2

ENGINES CAUSING TRUBLF . ABOYE 19,000 FEET CLOUDXX COULD NOT KEEP

UP WITH FORMATION. i
4. NOT MORE THAN 20-25 E/A , ALL FOCKE WULFS, WITH ONLY ONR® TWIN

ENGINE ANDXRE ONE ME109, WERE KX ENCOUNTERED, BUT“THEFAIIACKS WERE
PERSISTENT AND CAME FROM ALL ANGLES. OUR FORMATION WAéAFiR$T ENGAGED
WHEN THE SPITFIRE éUPPORT TURNED BACK NEAR DINAN, ANB IT WAS HERE
THAT QUR A/C WAS HIM. THE FWS CONTINUED THEIR ATTACKS UNTIL- THE

SPIT SUPPORT X WAS PICKED UP AGAIN NEAR,ST. LO. 5% CLAIMS -3 CERTAIN,

1 R PROBABLE , 1 DAMAGED. - o
5. LITTLE OR NO FLAK WAS ENCOUNTERED. A FEW SCATTERED BURSTS SEEN

AT THE COAST GOING IN , AND IN TARGET AREA BUT THEY WERﬁ FAR OFF

AND CAUSED NO DAMAGE. ] .

4, OUR A/C W8S HIT BY F/A JUST AFTFR SPIT SUPPORT LEFT. FLAMES
EMVELOPED EMERX SHIP AND IT $X% IS BELIFVED THAT THE ENTIRE CREW
BAILED QUT. 2 OR 3 OF THE CHUTEB XX CHUTES MAY HAVE BFEN BLOWN A
SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE EB@#% COAST DUE TO THE DIRECTION OF THE

it AT THE TIMD
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AT THE COAST GOING IN , AND IN TARGET AREA BUT THEY WFRF FAR OFF
AND CAUSED NO DAMAGE. o "

6. OUR A/C W8S HIT BY E/A JUST AFTER SPIT SUPPORT LEFT. FLAMES
EMVELOPED EN@RX SHIP AND IT BX% IS BELIFVED THAT THE ENTIRE CREW
BAILED OUT. 2 OR 3 OF THE CHUTEB XX CHUTES MAY HAVE BFEN BLOWN A
SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE E®% COAST DUE TO THE DIRECTION OF THE

WIND AT THE TIME. &
7. NONE. 080'3‘L
8. NONE. VR 43

(B> STASTICAL.
1. 18 .
2. 3 |

3. RENNES MARSHALLING YARDS —15

4. AIRDROME-CHERBOURG-0

5. @ NOME.-0

6. NONF

7.1

8.0

9.1

10.0

11.0

12. 10X500 M43

13. 150X500

14. 0 - | el
15.. 20X500

16. 10X500 IN MISSING SHIP.

17. 0

18.2

19. 10 MISSING.

20. OVER RENNES AT 1431, ALTITUDE 22,000 FT.

====COMBOMGP THREE HUNDRED SIXTH



- BAILFD OUT.-2 OR 3 OF THE CHUTEB XX CHUTES HAY HAVE BEEN BLONN A
. SHORT DISTANCE FRO“ THE E&% COAST DUE TO THE DIRFCTION OF THE - -
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TO €G , 1ST BOMB WING CATTENTION A=2) : - -
IMPORTANT R-139-D TELETYPE REPORT 8TH MARCH 1943.
A NARNATTVE. . e e
1. 18 A/C TOOK OFF AT 11:30 HOURS TO BOMB MARSHALLING YARDS AT

- RENNES, FRANCE . 2 A/C RETURNED EARLY BFECAUSE OF MOTOR TROUSLE , 1

AfC 1S NISSING. THE ROUTE WAS APPROXIMATELY AS ORDERED AND THE
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" WEATHER GOOD. ALL THE WAY. VISIBILITY AT THE TARGFT WAS EXCELLFNT.

- . P

T 2. SINCE THERE UAS PRACTICALLY NO FLAK. AND NO FlGHETER OPPOSITION

AT THE MOMENT THERE WAS AN UN[TERRUPTFD TWO MINUTE BOMB RUN AND
BOMBING RESULTS WERE EXCELLENT SEVERAL BURSTS WERE SEEN DIRECTLY ON

THE YARDS, SMOKE AND FLAMES 2000° FEET HIGH WERE OBSERVED , AND A
LARGE BUILDING , POSSIBLY THE TRANSHIPMENT SHED, WAS THOUGHT TO BE
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COMPLETELY DESTROYED.  ° -
3. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:25 ABGUT 5'M1LES'N0RfH OF PORTLAND,
ENGLAND. NO. 1 NO. 4 ENGINE ACTING UP."NO . 4 ENGINE“CUT OUT ON
. LANDING. 1 A/C TURNED BACK AT 13:05 AT MARLBOROUGH » ENGLAMD. 2
ENGINES CAUSING TRUBLE . Aaovr 19,000 FEET CLOUDXX coULD NOT KEEP

"UP WITH FORMATION. S
4. NOT MORE THAN 20-25 E/A , ALL FOCKE WULFS, WITH ONLY ONR TWIN

AENGINF ANDX®E ONE HE109. WERE .8:4 ENCOUNTERED _BUT_ THE ATTACKS VWERE
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PERSISTENT AND CAME FROM ALL ANGLES. OUR FORHATIONFWA§,ﬁlRST‘ENQAGED

'.WHEN THE SPITFIRE éUPPORTVTURNED BACK NEAR DINAN, AND IT WAS HERE .

THAT OUR A/C WAS HIR. THE FWS CONT[NUED-THEIR ATTACKS UNTIL- THE
SPIT SUPPORT X WAS PICKED UP AGAIN NEAR,ST. LO. 5 CLAIMS -3-CERTAIN,

B - -

1 R PROBABLE , 1 DAMAGED.
5. LITTLE OR NO FLAK WAS ENCOUNTERED. A FEW SCATTERED BURSTS ‘SEEN

AT THE COAST GOING IN , AND lN TARGET AREA BUT THEY WPRF FAR OFF

AND CAUSED NO DAMAGE. _ : _%*u_._i_,“‘ ”A“m_;ﬁhkv
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6. OUR A/C USS HIT BY F/A JUST AFTFR SP]T "SUPPORT LEFT. FLAME T
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l. Brief descriftive: s;,ma.ry of riission
18 ol took off at 11: :3 Lo Lo Lok L\_~‘-‘?113 vards at LRennes, Francn, 2
aC returned early becauseg/of motor trouble; 1 AC is missing. The route was
apprexdmately as ordered ard the weather good all the way. Visihility at the
target was excellent. £5ince there wes practieally rc flack; and no fichter -
opposition at the moment, there was/x two minute bomb run, dnd oombln0 “uulta
0 d = n uninterrupted: - - -~ - :
were excellent, geveral bursts wzrgSoer directly on the 'ards, smoke and
flames 2000feet high were observed, and a Jlarge bulldlng,«oossile the: Trengshipment
Shed, was thought to ‘te comﬁlet°ly destroyed

2, ‘General results of beiibing attack

LR
Yo

3. Ahortiveag _prints of turmback and reasona for- each- -

. WW #fa ﬂw“"“‘ﬂ\ﬂa #¥

Le Enemy-air opposition (in brief, no individual encountera)
General description of figliter opposition encountered; types
... Oof E/A encountered; tactics egployed by « uay and ourselves ;
i &8s to enemy destroyed state whether mar, . .ew or nil;

dis;/inguishing markings, color,- -eharacteristics-or- behauor
of E/A.

A
?/V ]

all A .. enly -
*"Not more than 2025 E/a,/Focke Winlfis,” with/one Twin En,_,inp wnd
one Rx Mess, 109, were encountered,.but.the.attacks were. persistent
and came from all angles,.-Our formetion was first engaged when the
Spitfire suoport turned back near Dinan, and it was here. that
our aC was hit, The F. W. 's continued thelr attacks unti)
the Spit .support was picked up again near St. Lo. 5 claims - 3
certain 1 probable 1 damabed

5. . Flak: where, eneountered,. appearance of burstu, intensity,
. ageuracy as t.o defLection md hoight. anything new or unugyal.

Lan el

Little or no flacP Was encounter(d A few scattered bursts
were seen at the coast‘gblnc in and in ®arget area but they ware
far off ‘and caused nd ‘damage. ,

by
Cr o

b Gl

b6, Friendly i/C lost or atresa (elaboration of hot, 1 news !'uport,)
Where last seen,~€ime;-altitude, -estimated cause, personne) -
seen baling oyf, appearance of A/C

l o
Se

[ PP

Our AC was hittjust after Spit support. left. Flames enveloped
Whe ships and it is believed that the entire cfew bailed out,
2 or 3 of the chutes may have been blown a short distance fprom

L A/C crashed in r«_:ngland or seriously damaged the coast due to the
- — direction of the wind

at the time,
None . ‘. > '

. . ~ as 0 ety w o . e e
-9, 0T g N FARER LS S . R

8., (boervations:--Detall -any items of interest- seen~by CrOws-0oNsern~ -
. ipg the enemy or our own forces (Balloona, decoiq., dunmies,
.., camouflage, smoke screens, eneny signals; activity-at of .
. dromes, ports, waterways, reads;~reilway yards{ donce .rations
of vehicles, troops vessels; le » new ane@ ins. .-
wp o e oo-8tion8 ) e e
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1. Nnmbem ot A/C tukinhg off="" ,8.. y e | -~ w

2, Number:isof 4/C‘which: i‘auédl-tg Ty target’ AT
3+ Name mf P ' A n "b%?‘ of 4/C at.tacking it '/E
. , J({E ! » )

NS C - Y 3
L, Naae of secondary target and number of A/C attacking it __Q

a";bwweﬁw

- ¢
5. ‘Name.of lusy” rasorts target and number o.' in/C attacking it O
“ e : NO nc;z N

6. Uescription of target of ’ vortunity and number of #/C attack-~
ing it v.- -
K] BT ERCEE TE X B SRR A o

L et 2 w'e D .
AR Wl M/"‘" N R LT B Lor st

‘7. Total number of ../C lost or miss. g 1.

8, Number of A/C lost to flak -_—

9. Number of a/C lost to /A action 1 BN

10. Number of i/C lost by accident

11, Number of &/C lost, cause unknown : .

12, Bomb loadings, number, size and type Y B : . ot

+ ‘ '/oxsoo~ fﬂ 43 -

L - ks
- — - - AR/ LA . .
AT e e S T T

R

lBt Dom.bs dropped at each td.rg-.,t, nuwd 20, size cnd type
ISo nsoo

14, DSombs jet'f.isoned, number, 8ize and type

O

‘ R TN s S TR
15. bombs -brought. badk; numbar, size ahd’ typé T LA
) ."\. _.'_V' v.; "':'1 LEETE B TR e
QLT el 7‘9 7‘15—0 (o] ORI v
T e ‘_"'g' . o R S T S

16. Bomos unaccounted for, number, size and type

'/0K$00 Ln it v M(SS”VG, "
17. Casualties, number ki]]ed Q

. . + + i .
7 e VA" ‘ . LAY [ BTYrS

iB. Casualties, number wounded. Y

19, Casualties, numoe wizsing

fz .
A\-.. wevw » ¢t T 7

30. Time and alt:.tude uver edch tdrget

/A%y Qz,,.mq k= 1413

AAA e ¥, coo -




7 LEMeRAOVE . . LORT 08034 5
1, Name of primary targel _@ P % ‘;::1 Nunber of aA/C attaciing !__»_E_)-
2. WName of secondary turget /li+ M% Number of »/C attacking €
3. wame of L.R. target Wumber of &/C attacking _Q
Le Target of opportunity L’I/(A;--;,\,Q_ Number of &/C attacking 0.

5. Units participating ' 3l 7- 36" 369- fv >~

6. Number of a/C takin. eff J&’

7. Numter of A/C returning early _Z °

8. Humber of A/C lest or missing so far as known l’

9. itesults of bombing: good _Z fair____ poor nil

10, wumber ¢f casualties: killed @ 3 wounded ’V ; missing 9/\1/‘) “
11, cdnemy air opposition: considerable _‘1 moderate ____ slight nil

12, Flak: intense moderate slight 3/ nil

13, Observed fighter support: W
14, Veather as it affected the mission: _Mi,\, i

15, Flash ebservations of outs .,mding im.portance

 Gunhe oune bro oo Gk o - “&»@wué;,;f
Lot e ackiite, vy Wnanrla Bl %Meo
Felephaned to 'ﬂ" KO”/I oy W%Zﬁ.,

Timed lo'} . Date S—D-Y3- .
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GROUP = D° ' Putrvamm . R.cor OAw o Show direction, approx. time and
pate J- J-43 type E/A of pach attack with arrow.

Above with arrow - Below with
green - Level with bhwcks red
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Write numbers of our A/C ind circles.

If actual formation is completely '
different from position of circles Draw lines thruough circles/not apply

turn page over and prepare diagram
on back, :

Block out o§missi‘ng A/C in Red.
JE/ | |

Twin Nose (““"‘5




Pu.*NA"'\- Rior 0AW. . - Show direction, approx. t.ime and
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If actual formation is completely- *
different from position of circles
turn page over and prepare diapan

on back. '

3 Dravi lines through circles
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*_ type E/A of each attack with arrow,
Above with arrow - Below with ) :

. Write numbers.of our A/C ﬂr

. Block out o§masing 4/C in Red.
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MISSING IN ACTION 8 March 1943
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2e Bombing.

Bombs were released at 1431 howrs over the primary terget, the
marshalling yards at Rennes, France, at an altitude of 22,000 feet. For-.
mation bombing was conducted on a heading of 105% with win# at 175° at
25 miles per hour. 145 five-hundred pound -G.P. bombs were dropped on the
target area. Twenty (20) bombs were brought back en abortive aircraft,
one (1) bomb was brought back due to faulty release, and ten (10) bombs
are unaccounted for, which were on aircraft No. 41-24514 which was shot
down prior to reaching the target. All of our 149 bombs dropped hit the
terget area as shown by photographs. The results of bombing are very good
and 1t is thought the marshalling yards will be useless for somt time due
to the accuracy of bombing.

Bombing Plot Emclosed.
Annotated Ehotagrtphs-Forwardod to First chbardmsnt'ﬁing.

There sare no suggested changes in bombingmethods resulting fram

this mission. A positive upwind error was made during the first part of the

- bombing run in compensating for drift, in order to put the center of impact
on the target. '

. Abortives.

Alroraft Fo. 42-5720 of the 423rd Bambardment Squadron (H) was
sbortive due to the Intake Duct to the Carburetor on No. 1 engine being
blown off by back fire., This will be remedied and the aircraft back in
status 9 ¥arch 1943.

Airoraft No. 42-5218 of the 423rd Bombardment Squadron (H) was
abortive due to failure of No. 2 Supercharger regulator. Condensation in
the supercharger balance line was the cause and this has been remedied.

4, Alr Combats.
&. Enemy Tactics.

The formation was first attacked by F¥'s 190's. The attacks
weore made from 20-25 aircraft, all F¥ 190's and were persistent and pressed
home, .They continued until the Spitfire escort was again picked up at French
Coaat on the way out, Aircraft No., 41-24514 was hit 20 miles North of Fremch
Coast when a lone FW 190 slipped in under the friendly fighter ocover and made
two attacks and flames soon enveloped the ship. It is believed that the entire
crew bailed out, although two (2) or three (3) of the parachutes may have
blown a short distance from the coast due to a heavy head wind.

A formation of 30 to 40 enemy A/C was sighted over Ploerinel

assembling. They are not belisved to have attack, and it is probable that they
‘wore yactored to Lorient.

E? Owvm Tactics.
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d. Equipment Failures,

These were limited to two cases of sticking microphone buttons,
one failure of radio compass, and three erratic interphones.

¢, Remarks.

The broadcasts from Wing were reported to have faded a little
while the formation was near Germany.

7+ Other Equipment Failures.

Superchargers again were dominant in malfunctions. Three propeller
governors caused trouble and one has been replaced. A few cases of engine
roughness at altitude occured. One cyllnder head tempsrature gage went out.
One case of oreeping flaps was reported. , .

8. Battle Damage.

Severe battle damage was inflicted upon four (4) of our aircraft
‘and less severe damage upon two (2) others. A lMobile unit will be necessary -
- to repair four (4) aircraft, one (1) will be out of commission for three days,
and one (1) for twenty-four hours. For details see inclosure number 6.

9. Aircraft Down away from base.

One of our aircraft number 42-29795 of the 368th Bombardment Squadron
(H), Lt. Robinson pilot, landed safely at Foulsham after a hectio flight
across the North Sea. This crew prepared to ditch several times as the aire
plans suffered severe battle damage.

10. General Recommendations aad Corrective Actidn Adapted.

This mission brought to light again the fact that the low group
suffers. Our particular group formation and gunnery were reported excellent
.on this trip, and yet we met with fierce, determined opposition because of
our low position. Some solution should be devised to cope with this serious

-problen,

Keep the 92nd Group non-operaticnal until they learn to fly forma-
tiom. Four (4) of our planes report utter confusion exhibited by the 92nd
-when enemy fighters began their attacks.

N/ 2 Lr/RC o,

9 Incls; ) CLAUDE E. PUTNAM,
Incl 1 - Raid Track Chart. _ Colonel, AC,
Incl 2 - Formation Diagram. Commandinge.

Incl 3 - Bombing Flight Record.

Incl 4 - Bomb Plot Chart.

Inel 5 - Abortive Aircraft Report.

Inol 6 -~ Battle Damamge Report.

Incl 7 - Ammunition Expenditure Report.
Incl 8 - Engineering Interrogation Report.
Incl 9 - Armament Report.
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The results et Rennes provide the most successful picture yet
‘eceived in this war of a yard neatly and completely put out of service,
'he effect of the Sotteville attack is probably hardly less serious,

In the view of this writer, who is familiar with the railway worke=
ng at all the yards mentioned in this memorandum (with the exception of
loseville), these attacks will force the German High Command to realize for
‘he first time the full effect of the power of the Allied Air Forces to ham~
itring the railway network over a wide area, These two-hours' work brought
0 a’'complete stop railway working on the main lines of Normandy and Brittany,
thich will take weeks, if not months, to repair fully, .This factor is likely
0 alter the whole concept of the German ability to hold the Atlantic Coast
gainst an Allied attack, Similarly, its success should be fully understood
oy those responsible for Allied plans, The lesson to be learnt is that a
skilful and heavy attack, if directed to the right points, can tle up a whole
railway system for days and completely eut off an area,

This effeet could not be repeated in the Ruhr, Northern Rhine or
3elglan areas, where alternative routes are manifold, but in France or Ttaly,
shere the railway system 1s less dense, its possibility has been proved and
ls clearly capable of repetition, . :

By these two attacks, the U,S, Army Air Corps has proved what has
>een maintained as impractical by many sinee 1939, ‘

All those concerned must be exceedingly gratified with the results

For the credit side of the results are immense, the debit side consisting only
»f any aircraft losses sustained and casualties to the French civil population,

Sed,
C.E,R, Sherrington
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RAILWAY RESEARCH SERVICE

ASSESSMENT OF EFFECT OF ATTACK
ON

RENNES CLASSIFICATION YARD

B8.3.43
AND

SOTTEVILLE (ROUEN) CLASSIFICATION YARD
12.3,43 e

ntroducticn

The rspert is prepared in response to a speclal request,

Full. phctogrephie cover has not yet bren recaived in regard to the
whole of the wailway facilities at Rennes (including recepticn tracks to the
east of the sorting sidings, the locomotlive depot and locomotive repair
shops, and the junctions at the west end of the station),

Heliance 1s, therefore, largely placed on:

C.I.U, Report K,1499 of 14,3.43
C,I,U, Report F, 328 of 12,3,43

In the case of Rouen (Sotteville), the cover supplied is more
complete, but, similarly, rellance is placed on:

C,I.U, Report K,1506 of 14,3.,43 and supplement of 15,3,43
C.I.U, Roport F, 329 of 16,3,43

Genera. c ound

Rennes yard is the strategic key to the whole of the railway
network of Brittaeny, as traffic to and from St, Malo via Doljy Brest, Lan-
nion and St, Brieuc via Lamballey Quimper, Lorient and Vanmes via Redon;
all concentrate at Rennes, which also contains locomotive shops for heavy
ropairs, and repair facilities for passenger, frcight and tank cars,

The only routes by which traffic to Brittany can seep around
Ronnes are via Folligny, Dol, Lamballe, partly single track, and via Nantes,
Savenay ard Redon, a goed double—track 1line, to which the key is at Tours
(st, Pierre-des- Corps% In effect, and as far as information goes, the large
viaduct at Morlalx was out of service owing to merial attack at the end of
January, and, consequently, the repairs necessitated its belng out of usc
during 'a large part of February and during the first few days of March at
least, The route via Dol, therefore, will not then have bcen cffective for
traffic much beyond Plouarct, On the Redon, Vannes, Auray, Loricnt line, the
cutting of the 1line at Lorient on 6,3,43 rendered that altcrnative route out
of 8ervice beyond Henncbont,

This demonstrates how attacks, which virtuelly coincide, increaso
the effect in geomotric rather than arithmetic progression in respect of
damage to railway facilities,

Rouen = Sotteville, referred to in detail later, 1s also complementary .
in that routing of traffic between Brittany and Germeny {and the U,S,S,R,)
flowing through Ronnes also flows, to a material extent, through Rouen
(Sotteville),

Attacks on a smaller scale on the locomotive depots at Amiens
(Longueau), Lacn, Tergnier and the classification yards st Le Mans ecannot
bo soparated from the general picturs,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Functions of Rennes ... . CONFIDENTIA LB 120344 |

Except for the yards at Le Mans, and Trappes in the Paris area,
Rennes is the only other yard availsble between Paris and Brest (387 milea);
with its 12 roception tracks and 32 sorting tracks, it can deal with 4,000
wagons per day, though the average in peaco time is about 2,400, It is a
hump yard (with ono hump), oquipped with car retarders of a delicate design,
These retardere are certainly out of service and cannot be roplaced in war-
time; they took two years to construct and install, A car retarder hump is
go steep that hand braking is probably out of the question, and present
asseasment of damage leads to the view that the yard cannot bo operated even
on a limited scale for many wecks, In brief, Rennes, when repaired, can not
be much more than a storage yard, though somo flat switching might be carried
out, The cxpodient of lowering the hump cannot easily be adopted at Ronnes
as the hump consists of a concrete bridgo over a roadway,

War traffices handled at Rennes include:

A, Divisional movements botween Brittany gnd the Eastern Front, which
have attained up to 24 trains per day, say, one Division in three
days, (A typical coxamplo of such a movement was "Tennisball",
comprising 62 trains from Brittany to Germany (for U,5.S,R.7)
betwoen 20,10.42 ard 26,10,42);

B, 011 and other supplics for Gorman navy and U-boats at Brost amd
Lorient;

C. Munitions and guns to and from Brittany coasty

D, Foodstuffs, supplies and stores to naval base at St, Malo and
Channel Islands;

E, Cement, barbed wire, hutments and stores to and from Brittany
coast; .

F, Bunker coal for German shipping, Erest, Lorient, etc,;
G, Troops, guns, etc. to and from large training depot'at Cuer;

H, Luftwaffe stores, petrol, aircraft spare parts, bombs, etc. to
Lannion, Rennes, St. Jacques and other airficlds;

I, Troops, ctc, to training area at Pont 1'Abbe beyord Quimper,

The divisional and other troop trains usually stop at Rennes
Station for feeding, etc. )

Renncs itself is a largo military and air basc, and the military
platform necar the yard is in constant use,

All these movements will have becen stopped for some considerable
timc, and the locomotive position on the Le Mans ~ Brittany lines will become
even more serious owing to the immobilization of over 70 locomotives in the
Rernes area,

. lwother matter of no mean importance is the destruction of points
and crossings, which are in urgent demand for Russia and which are in short
supply. : ’

Functions of Rouen (Sotteville)

Sotteville yard 1s one of vital strategic importance to the German
High Command, since it controls all traeffic¢ betwecn Paris and the Le Havre
arcas, as well as traffic moving between the Region Ouest and the .Region Nord
of the French Rallway,

The bridge over the Seine et the north end of Sotteville yard is
the lowest rail crossing over that river; the only satisfactory alternative
route for traffic between Brittany and West Normandy and the Nord Reglon,
Belgium, etc, 1s that viae Mantes, Acheres and Creil,

IYONLI I s 1= a
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Concentration of rolling stock at Sotteville has been heavy over
long periods, averaging about 2,000 wagona.

The yard is equipped with Frolich type car rotarders, &s used at
Jfamm and Trappes, It 4s not clear from the photographic cover if these
retarders have been severoly damaged; if that should be oo, thoy can hardly
¢ replaced during the war,

The locomotive depot provides power for a wide ares, i.e. Paris to.
s Havre and to Laigle and Amiens, It has apparently been severely damageds
infortunately, the well-equipped Quatre Mares locomotive repair shops have
sscaped all damage on this and on earlier raids. They are of vital import-
ince in view of demege already accomplished at Hellemmes, Longueau, Laon and
>ther centers where heavy repairs can be carried out.

Rouen (Sotteville) hendles the following traffic for the Wehrmacht
>n the routes already specified:

A, Divisional movements from Western France to Northern France, Belgium,
Germany and the Eestern Front at a rate which may attain 24 tralns
per day in eech direction;

B, 011, spare parts, ammunition, mines, etc. for Brest, Lorient amrd
other Atlantic boast naval basess

c, Supplies, livestock, stores for Wehrmacht in Pas-de-Calais, Nord,
Belgium, etc,}

D, Petrol, sparc parts, bombs, ete, for Luftwaffe in Western France;

E, Engineer's stores, construction materiel, cement, hutments, etc,
from Diepre to St, Nazaire;

F. Conl traffic from Northern France to Normardy and Brittany.

hort-Term Results

It is not possible to estimate the results with exactitude, since
mch will depend on the rapidity with which repeirs will be effected at both
rards. At Rouen, little but the removal of damaged wagons wag done during
he first 52 hours after the attack, and at Rennes, with several direct hits
n the main lines, the fi1lling of craters alone will romitire some days, and
hrough running cannot be normal for some wecks,

Expressed in brief, the short-period results of these two heavy
nd most accurate attacks will disorganize military traffic to and from
lestern France for several weeks, perhaps, longer, and will virtually cut
ff Brittany from the Parls area except by circuitous routes, If any heavy
1litary moves were in progress or planned - and thiswlll not be known for
ome weeks = they will have to be amerded and battle order adjusted accord-
ngly to £it the new situation, Serious deley to the arrivel of Divisions
1 the Eastern Front is by no means improbable,

Placling Rennes out of service isolates Brittany in somewhat
imilar menner to the effect on the New England States, if the New Haven's
edar Hill yard could take mo traffic, or if the Southern Pacific’s Roseville
acilities were out of use, and the Californian coast aream would thereby be
argely isolated, .

Sotteville may be compared in a sense ta the Potomac ynrd of the
ichmond, Frodoricksburg & Potomac at Alexandria, Va, Effect of disloca-
ion vould be felt from New York to South Carolina and beyond; similarly, the
otteville position will be felt at leest as far as Ghent and Liege,

ong-Period Results

Grave &s the damage 1s over a short period to the Axls war effort,
here is a further consideration,

ﬂ‘..-—-.vr"\r""kl"rl/\l
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