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A JUARTIRS 306TH BOLEARDMENT Gnou( H) (D-A-6)
Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

S ‘ APO 557 .
CRTC S , 6 October, 191;1;‘

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative'
Mission: Stralsund and Stargard

70 : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H)

l. Narrative

306th flew 33 a/c plus 3 PFF as 4Oth WBY group; and 10 a/c plus 2 PFF as
lead squadron 4Oth "Dv group.

40th “B" route: Bnglish coast, 5323N-0015E, 0908 hours; enemy coast,
5434N-0900E, 1125 hours; call from Buckeye Red at 1230 hours reported 7 to 9/10 at
primary. Group turned 180 degrees to left at 5331N-1340E, 1233 hours; took IP at
5407N-1337E, 1255 hours; bombed Stralsund visually at 13013 hours; turned north to
regain briefed course; enemy coast 5434N-0900E, 1352 hours; Bnglish coast, 5327N-
O01OE, 1533 hours; base 161} hours,

LOth vD" route: as briefed until about 5325N-1422E approximately 6 miles
from target at 1243. Clouds prevented picking up assigned MPI visually as required,
Group turned SE and from 5317N-1445E as IP, bombed Stargard visually 1251% 3 5LO3N-
149K, 1308; briefed route home, base, 1656 howrs.

PFF: Three PFF &/c were flown in /Oth "B® group and two PFF &/c in lead
squadron of 4Oth "D" group. All mickey equipment worked satisfactorily with exception
of deputy lead of 40th wD" which reported interference from "spiraling" on scope.

2, TFighter Opposition and Fighter Support
Ko fighter opposition encount ered.
P-51s, picked up at the Danish coast at 1120, gave close support until
target area when they were apparently called away by bandits. No support on way out.

30 AOA. Gurl Fire
LOth "B" group found no A.A. gun fire at Stralsund or enroute, but observed
meager tracking from vicinity of zZckenfcrde, No damage.
40th "™" lead squadron encoumntered moderate but low tracking A.i. gun fire
at Stetin; .none at terget; meager accurate tracking from lleabs. Damage, 1 slight,
1 severe.

’-}o BOmbins
On approach to IP, 40th "s" lead squadron commander received call from

Buckeye Red saying that primary target was obscured by 7 to 9/10 coverage. iade 180
degree turn and attacked Strelsund, PFF last resort, starting PFF run and making
visual correction 15 seconds before bombs away. Lead squadron dropped at 13013,
high and low at 1302. Strike photos show lead bombs on 052038/2 and high squadron
bombs on 057043/2, briefed LPI. Strikes of low squadron carrying incendiaries do
not show on photos, but evidence is strong that bombs fell on briefed aiming point.

. 40th wph lead squadron started run on primary northwest of Stettin, got on
course with PFF, and held heading almost until time for bombs away. Then, unable to
pick up briefed MPI visually as required, turned right to bomb Stargard. Lead and
high squadrons bombed Stargard visually at 12513 hours. Bombing is excellent, strike
photos showing bombs solidly on northeast dispersal area.




54 Leaflets
A/c 896-X, pilot Birdwell, dropped ten T171l on Stralsund.

6. TWeather »
7 to 9/10 reported at 1230 by Buckeye Red over Stargard tut only 4/10,
tops 10,000 found when actually bombed at 1251, 2/10 at Stralsund. North Sea area
and Danish peninsula 3 to 4/10, Visibility was excellent,

7o Aircraft Retuming Farly ‘
A/c 087-F, pilot Demnny, did not leave traffic pattern because of engine
failure immediately after take off. Brought back 10 x 500,

8, Observations .

Camouflaged A/D with work in progress at 5432§~09158. 15 sea planes
observed at base, 5403N-15508. Group of barracks type buildings on Island at 5431N-
1107E. large plane in water at 5440N-1018E. Boats approaching. liight have been
ditching. No dinghies observed. Large concentration of shipping at Kiel., Also
boats laying smoke screen,

JOHN A. BAIRNSFATHER,
Major, Air Corps,
Group $-2.
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