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. é‘m,umrms 306TH DOMBARDMINT GROLP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

United StatesPorces _
' C APO 557 :
- . 26 august, 194
SUBJECT: - Intelligence Narrative " | '
Mission: Gelsenkirchen

™ ¢ Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardument uronp(u) i

l. EKarrative

*

The chrmpthu.%'n/c ull.bth WB* CBNW. The formation substantially
followed triefed course to a point sast of Qsnabruek, 52128 x 0822g, 5129N x 08108,
A

5136N x O74,0B, 51A5N x O732%, to target. On way to target Buckeye Dlue advised
Combat wing leader target was visible straight dowmn, but it was very haxy and he
doubted if bombardier could see it. loader decided to zake run and lead plans
succeeded in getting to within a mile of target. (ould not bamb beciuse of haze
and lead proceeded northwest to socondery, passing last resort, both overcast.
Leader then took lead group south toward Aschen looking for T.0. then northwest to
Brecht, leaving enemy coast at Overflakes Island. Low Group flew over target but
could not bomb identifying MPI as group passed over, Flew northwest fram target
toward socondary, out enemy coast north of Rotterdam. High Group bombed primary
and continued virtually on briefed course out. .

2. ter sition and Fighter su
NO E/A wus seen by this gtoupe - . . )
_ p-51's first appeared at 1110 hours, 52428 x GL11Bj then P-47's at enexy
coast and as briefed thersafter. (rows generally state support was excellent with-
out gaps. . Y

30 AJhe GUN Fire ’ ) .
parrage and tracking encountered for seven minutes in target ares. liost
accurate on turn off target where some tracking fiak came up to owr altituds.
Barrage was conaistently low, firing into chaff of previous Ci. Loager but very

accurats tracking {lak on our lexi group &t Hrecht northeast of .ntwarp on.may out. -

Lamage: Lesd Group, 3 minor, 3 severe, Low Group, 5 minor, 1 severs, 1 missing,
Bigh Croup, no damage. . . o

ke pombing ~ : -
ml:fﬁghﬁroupm&iot.obonb. rictures show target but omoke nakes
it difficult to place exact bomb pattern. Oil fire in turget aree.

5, Mickels : ‘
A/C #362-K dropped 5 Gib und 5 xGL95 A/C #297-N dropped 5 G20 and 5 XC2;
onprimryatlZBOho\qu.

Solid overcast aver England and channel; broke at enemy coast into
scattered low clouds and dense haze. Condition prevailod over target and out until
saider zee where 6/10ths coverage wis encountered., Contrails at 24,000 feet. '

7. Observations
None. .

e e




8. R rt.onLouot 09966-‘!' allen, D.C.

The fo. two reports de thoolmuofuwmryu
reported by various other crews:

A/C #896=X, pilot yurphy, reports Allen hit by A.A. gun fire over target,
pulled off to the left and went into cu.vo. thea fell apart; three chutes seen, no
fire. 1234 hours. g

4/C $93-L, pilot Ruffin flying on 325 lag., heading, reports that Allen,
received direct hit from A.A, gun fire on left wing, wing tip blew off, and skin
peeled off up to outboard engine. Allen tumed to the left and went into tight
spin—large pieces bresking off his A/C. One to four chutes reported,

9. Other A/C In Distress
P-i7 @ hours near ‘uider Zee, tail blow off3; no chute m‘.

Unidentified fighter, 1235 hours, blew wp in spin; no chute.
- - 3

-

JOHR A. BAIRNSFATHER,
. Major, AC,
Group 5=2e
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KRR AN

A/C 362-K DROSPED 5626 AND 5 %G 19, A/C 297 = N moppzv 5 X 20 AND U
|5 XG.215 ON PRIZARY, GELSENKIRCAEN, AT 1230 ROURS

ONLY HIGH GROUP JAS AsLE TO B0i1B. PICTURES SHOY TARGET BUT 'MOKE ,
fAéﬁS IT DIFFICULT TO PLACE ETACT EOHB PATTE?N. oIL FIRE IN TARGET O
. R . R ] . X |

| NOME szm., S e

: SARRAPE AND T?ACKIQ’ ENCOU“T“REB FOE SEVEN MINUTEq IN TAR"ET A
-MOST ACCURATE OY TURN OFF TARGET YHERE SOME TRZ TRACKING. FLAK
CAME UP TO OUR ALTITUIE, BARRAGE UAS COVSISTEﬂTLY LOJ, FIRIN’ IHTO '
CHAFF OF PREVIOUS CaBe¥. e € e gif
MEAGER BUT VERY ACCURATE T"ACXING FLA{ ON our LEAD GROUP AT BRECHT
-NORTHEAST OF ANTYEIRP ON WAY OUT. ;
‘DAﬂAGES LEAD GROUP, 3 MINOR, 3 SEVERE. Low GROUP, 5 ﬂINOQ, 1 SEVERE
z & HIS"IJG._ HIGH GROUP, NO DAMAGE. ,‘.g »

" SOLID OVERCAST OVES ENGLAND AND CHANNEL: BROXE AT ENEWY COAST INTO
" SCATIERED LOJ CLOUDS AND DENSE HAZE, CONDITION PREVAILED OVER TARGET
- /AND_OUT UNTIL 2UIDER ZEE UHERE 6/10 COVERAGE WAS ENCOWNTERED: - - =
CONTRAILS AT 24,000 *o - : A

;_?IGWTER SUPPORT! P‘51'S FIPST APPEARED AT 1110 HOU S, 5942 N - 0411 E; s
. ; oo " THEM P=47'S AT ENEY COAST AND AS ERIEFED THERZAFTER. -
e ** CREUS GENERALLY ST&T" SUPPORT UAS EXCELLENT WITHOUT
v GAPS‘ _,‘_;lfi; a¥es n NI
N THE 305TH GPOUP FLET 35 A/C S AS QOTq “B" CB"; THE FORMATION SUS=
- STANTIALLY FOLLOJED BRIEFED COURSE TO A POINT EAST OF OSNABRUCK,
.5212 N ~ 0822 E, 5129 N ~ 0810 £, 51361 ~ 0740 E, 5145 N = 0732 E
TO TARGETe. oON UAY TO TARGET BUCKVYC BLUE ADVISED COMBAT WING LEADER i
-+ TARCET WAS VISIBLE STRAIGIT DOJIH BUT IT YAS VERY HAZY AND IIE DOUBTED- 3
~ JF BOMSARDIER COULD SEE IT. LEADER DEICIDED TO MAXE RUN AND LEAD PLANE
[ SUCCEEDED IM GETTIVG TO WITHIN A MILE OF TARGET. COULD MOT BOMB 3
"~ BECAUSE OF HAZE . LEAD PROCEEDED NORTHEAST TO SECONTDARY, PASSING -
. LAST RESORT, BOTH OVERCAST. LEADER THEN TOCK LEAD ”RCUP SOUTH TO’
i UA?D AACWEN LOOKING FOR T 0. THEN NORTHEAST TO BRECHT, LEAVING
INETY COAST AT OVZIRFLAKKEE ISLAND. LOY GROUP FLEW OVER TARGET BUT =
COULD NOT BOM3 IDENTIFYING MPI AS GROUP PASSED OVERs FLEW NORTHEAST
FROY TARGET TCYARD SECONDARY, OUT EXIEIY COAST MORTH OF ROTTEvD‘40 .
HIGH GROUP BOﬂBED PRIAARY AND CONTIVUED VIRTUALLY OV BRIEFED COURSE_ -

A/C ™ nm*xrss. T :
. OUR A/C 948 ¥ T PILOT ALLE‘I, HIT BY FLAX OVER TARGET, WENT mro 3
- SPIN, BROKE TO PIECESY THREE, POSSIBLY FOUR CHUTES SER. -

i OTHER A/C! P°ﬂ7 1198 HOURS M QR ZUIDER.ZhE, T%IL BLEU OFFt h .

< eemfe o CHUTE SEENe UNIDENTIFIED FIGHTER, 1235 ﬂOURS, fXKX.

Lo 5 BLEY UP IN SPIN: NO CHUTE. - e
NO KRXK?K?Eﬁ QPARES¢ NO A/C RIB RETUQN;D EARLY. NO PFF A/Co

| "'_nos_:(rmsom - comsomcn 368"

t‘rcm:vz SUPPORT.; UB COAST ses ENEMY" L
‘THE NORTHEASTS .SIIOULD BE NORTIJEST 1M SHUD BE. nonrrm:sr“

’mpcaw.a......zssta Bm an, ’
W Boacn.cq‘oﬁu‘o ot - :
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. OPERATZ0ilsL,_PEPORT REPORT
STATISTICAL SECTION:
HAh

{,_J’hnﬂbﬁdv/n

PRICRI

: CoG., 13t Banb D:Lvisiun,
L4Oth Corbat wing, ;
attention: a-2,.

The inforwation coatained in this sect-onﬁnl}. be
telephoned within (53) hours after planes

have landed to Div. H.i., A-2 D: <ty Officer,

It will be submitted fcr each primary-target.

244‘7'/7@1_'-

1.

1. Designation of Group,

Total nwiber of airplznes dispatched (airborne) 2,
per Greoup, iiucluding spares.

2.

3.
’liw

Total number of sorties (missiorns) per group

3.
L3 Total number of airplanes attacking per
Groups (If targets other than the prinmary
are attacked, this information will be

given on each,)

£4
b
NS

6.

Number of airplanes dispatched which failed 5.
to attack per Groupe
(2) Pue to mechanical failure
b) Due to weather.
c) Pue to enemy action (lest before
target reached, etc.

(d) Other (Include spares)

Number of airplanes lost.

(a) To anti-aircrait rfire.

(b) To.enemy fighters

(¢) To anti-aircraft fire & eneuy fighters
(d) To accident, etc., over eneuy territcry
(e) By reasons unknown,

e
, 2@

Times of attack of each group

8, Altitudes of attack of each group |
9. Bombs on each target per group 9.
; (a; Nugiber
(b S.a.ze
. (e) Type
10, Personnel casualties 10,
: 2&). Muber killed
b) Nuater wounded .
(c) Number iaissing. (If any personnel are
known to have been rescned from the water,
the number will be stated here.
If rescues are made subsequent to the
time the report is rerdered, the infcr-
mation will be forwarded by tea.etg pe as
soon as possible,
(d) Number rescued from ths water
11, Alrplanes suffering battle damsge., (This .

will be an estirate orly, Detailed repert

covered urder Group Statistics).

(ag liinor (Category A and AC)

(b) Major (Category B) .

(c) Salvige (Category E) (crash larA:.r.gs, crashes
on takeoff, collisions over ungL d, ete,)

O

. Claims

Leaflats| S &G Zb; fXG—l‘] ZASeH3 Z'/(

For the COLLANDING CFFICTR:

_ J'XG% f)(&-’*‘-l /Vc# 277-,;/

30(,-&

36b

&=
(a)_9
(b) ZAE Pvands Auntion ased _
(c) © w
(a)__©
(a)__1
(b)__o©
(c) o
(d)__©
(e) [o)
_A{-;,L ~/2-30

Uyl

(a) Lo

(bj__gvo

() Mgt frfo
=

b 0

@3 (417 7 )

(1) o B
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-_%.ag:o’fa =1 enery cozst

prevailed over tor set and out until Zuider

.

. 6.

7.

—~
e R e e e g
Descriptic Solid o(?rcast over Tnz and Channelf&‘

o scatlered low elouds ard dense hso C

Yition

Zee tvhers &/1C covepaze was encoun-

C""—M at I oeo’

o e L
———

Important obs-rVutJ.ons of e_n_w,y mtalj.at:.ons, land or+ sea'movu:u_nts, etc,

The number of tha group wiica made the obscirvation will® be given in gach -
instance. If photos have been taken — obliducs dr verticilds - 4 note m.ll
be made to the effect,
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Any other informat:.on that will help Division and nigher headguartcrs to
better understand the exceytion and problons of the mission, This will »‘({%
include full information rogarding the operation of any Puthfinder units,
when utilized, eff:.ctheneos of frl\.m.h.y flg*xter support. Operatlon oi‘ ﬂ /—:_5.
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ocrr. on hane Gunfire

306th B:xb Greup (H)
. L6 S AL

1. LARGFTMPVW DATE CF ms:: Aoty R

2, RCUTE &S FLON: - il

3, Veather Conditions (a) At ang-w,% @L )"A‘?"‘%M‘\W
: (b) Ea Route //(o WM.

L. Vere our &/C "Seea" or "nsesn¥ Targsts? (3) At Taerr\/(b) En

Route < T e e e o e ST $16,6T616 $i6 eele wEeee » o 556 SieBT0I STHGS BI wie

Any Condensation Tralls? aZaedeecccecicrrercnnaaiooccccrcansonecencs
’ ' s

p+ Description cf Flal at Tur.-,t inzl v.;..:!..‘= Ls150D oF FIES C"I-"I;iCL if

ﬁ pessible. . I :

o Tk ok Lo w%mw
o o fininp s raﬁwﬁ&«%-

¢, Flak encountzrad or cbscrved en routa. (In the crier exp.rivnced if

&frcs.x;w’uf : y Z . %/7,«1'//4@?4_

Yo Rta, = sto.

9. Was CHAFF carried? %&s it used as briefed, i not wcw vas it usea?
Ooservation of crews.

//3/ 76 m%e/%m W

G

8. Positicn of Group and Cembz tum;.yﬂ. ................ X sis v wie sieiw e mee

9., Details:-

N~. of a/C 4/0 hit by Lest to T.0.T. Helght  axds of Bemb rua

Group
ovar Flak Tlak attack
/A &2 IE T
i O i z ;
/M i /2 KD ] e T ot |
, /_{,7;{5 12 e o1 /230 1 Jo350 [z’_-?_.f__.?;?__o__
TOAE 2L JZ (78] 7 !
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4/C in distresss
Our A/C C/"{L(/‘nT nilot
=T, »il xLlen, hit by flalr ove
Lall over tarset, went i i '
| rzev, went into sn»in
broke to niecas: ths i | ‘ o
brok pleces; three, nossibly four chutes ssen
2S seen,

UJ- ar L/0C . o . ‘ ‘
th “ ‘.//(/ s P"A?, I.S'Jl() ﬂoUl‘S, n’33~l‘zuidpr

seen.  Unidentified fighter , 1235 hours
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-single-engine .or twin-engine — section of Lomber 1OIMATLION UNACE abl:.Uhy
and any other helpful information will b vens - Description and.erfect of

i Myt ad

any special weaponse. - . . . /
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. OPERATION,  TORT NS ORLTY |
NARRAT%VE SRCTION ~ f;c;J ’ C‘.é.t’*ﬂ}.st Bom'b Division,
" ' ' Loth Coubut Wiing,
attontiong A-2

; ; . teloutyped to reach Div-
The information coutained in this section w%ll ‘bb tbf.uvypiiny;ril-c
ision Headquarters within five (5) hours arter alrplanes have s

‘

1. Places where leaflets were droppew, giving the nw,;)&:rfof ?}féu;ié(tay bo‘gg)xq_,q ‘
" of each type on ench legtlot ta'x:gut. A/&fbl/( , Yy Go dw-—d. '

/e, G- afmff’ & KQ—J-GII—“.—/.& XC\‘-;‘—!, o . /,fM
" | Vihen no photos are

‘ g o & as sho rike pliotos
2. Deseription of bomb.ug results as shown by strike p;i‘ cr;ws el g pLon ]

7

. available, describe results as.rggportec}fl?y“t‘:r';’”z' ot show on strike photos,
ions, fire or swoke aftor leaving targel which do 1ot SHOW B8 B6= Tr =
save LILS lutolmation togebher with altitude and distance from tarpet when
observations are made, Yhen bombing 1s done using navigationul devices and
results cannot be observed, statement will be nade covering the effectiveness
of the attack as indicated by instruments of the PFP aireralt.

ey Nag b Brpp cin allily bont,

3. Description of enony air opposition., The time, genvral areas, estiuatod
nunber of E/A encountered in cach phase of the opposition, types of E/n -
single-engine or twin-engine — scetion of tomber formation under avtick,
and any other helpful information will be given. - Description and erfoct of

any speclal weapons, - .

)

o /f A he ﬁﬁﬂﬁféﬂﬁ, o



v

- Report Yn loss of A/C 946-T , Allem, D.C.,

DRSNS

The following two reports include all the elements of the story as

i

'::egaort.ed by vé.rious other crews:
A/C 896-X, pilot Murphy roports Allen hit by flak over target,

A

v{ ‘pulled off i to the left and went into dive, then fell apart; three chutes
seen, no fire, I334 hours,

|

k p

1 e flying on 325 lag heading,

A/C 943-L, pilot Buffin{ reports that A/C 946~T, Allen, ~

received direct hit from flak on left wing, ¥Wing tip blew off, and skin

peeled off up to outboard engins, Allem turned to the left and went into

tieht spin-— large pieces breaking off his A/C. One to four chutes msmx resorted
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