25 June 1943

First mission led by Robinson after taking command.

(so new, name was misspelled on iterrogation sheet)

Flew with D'Harézxs crew, Tilley, n
Schulstad n
Toland, b
Mountain, Sheffield, Fetkiw

E/A destroyed by W. D. Brittain, L, J. Conolly
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gonce Officer
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i 25 June, 1943

SUBJECT: Intelligence Report
70 - Coxmanding Officer, 306 th Bowb Group (H)

1, Eot Newe . ’
Five B-17s seen in distress., One, Fl6), ditched 25 miles
from English Coast. No time; no fix, Migh speed launch seen approaching.

s, At 0840, 1 B-17 disappeared into clouds, one chute,

b, At 0848, 1 B-17 blew up near Lanenberg, eight chutes.

c¢ At 0857, 1 B-17 seen with part left wing off, no chutes.
ds At 0903, tail gunner bailed, B-17 disappeared into clouds.

2. Narretive _

23 A/C of the 306th Group took off at 0550 to bomb Hamburg. Two
alrcraft retwned early, one is missing. The formation found 10/10 clouds
from the Coast of Kngland to beyond the Coast of Germany and back, 20 4/C
bombed target of opportunity. 19 returned to base at 1130, one landed
away at Warboys.

’c ; results
Impossible to tell due to overcast.

ke Abortions '
Lt. Cook, A/C 498, took off with formation, oxygen gave out,
Returned, took off in another ship, went 4O minutes beyond English Coast,
could not find formation. Turned back at 0756, height 3,000',
Lt. Jones, A/C 900, had prop run away., Turned back at 0812,
17,000", at 54-10 North, 05-30 Rast. . .

5. Rncounters
E/A were first observed at 0835 and continued with formation
until 0915, YThey came popping up through holes in the overcast, and
consentrated their attacks mostly on the low formation, and on stragglers.
From 75 to 100 K/A in air, some JU 83 and ME 109, mainly P¥ 190, Most
of our shots at E/A attacking lower group. We claim L4~5-2,

6. Enemy Tactics and Markings .

One P¥ caught in the fire of a B4O turned its armoured belly to
the B4O until safely away. The ensxmy also made good use of our vapor
trails to sneak up for attacks. Vari-cclored markings of the Germans
included red spinners and cowlings, white and silver wing tips, yellow
and white noses. The white-nosed 190s resembled P47s. The JuB8s were
mostly the all-black night fighters. 8ingle engine ters fired eingle
shells from 1500 yards off tail., Flash on leaving E/A, exploded like
flak in formation.

7. Fak
Flak was meager, well scattered, inaccurate bably radi
directed. A predicted concentration soutl; east of h:hg:opro&;y no-on
Bruon,mobu_rudtonlnuwnumt B-17. ;

8. Aerial bombs observed in strings of 10 and 12, aimed at
shead, bursting 500' high, One pilot reported sseing c;pmxin:olgl:;. '
objests, six feet square and flat, falling like leaves in front about
sleven o'clock and low, No explosion noted, no other B-17 near.




K_RETTR™ Date_ 25 June, 1943,
Tucget  Haoburg = Opportunity - Germany

1, Route followed, Over enemy territory - Norderney Island to East of Emden
to West of Groningen te Schiermonnikeoog Island to Base (Route fram lead 4/C)

Hg, 306th Bomb. Group (H) V18K

2\. Visibility at Target (Any condensation trails?)
10/10 olouds ~ plenty of condensation trails.

3, No. of A/C over Targets

20 A/C,
4s Formation over target, with height of each A/C, Thoss A/C damaged by
F}ak to be eircled, and if seriously damaged, insert small "S", If any
A/C shot down by Flak, say soi= 823
26000
| 27000 27000 26000 263000
% 500 26500 26500 27000
237 b2t
27600 26500 086 193
824 _% 26000 26500
27000 __223_ 2 v
26100 26300

5. General Aﬁgﬁtack (from lead A/C if possible)
td-i- o, .

6, How long did formation fly straight and level before bombing?
Ne real bomb run -« bombs were teggled out.

i 7. Turn after bombing,. Nene.

Lead Group ef Third

8, Position of Group in relation to other Groups, Combat Wing

9, Vhat evasive action was taken? Hoderate evasive actien.

10, A short description of Flak en route (if any) and at the Target, includ-
ing if possible a suggestion as to type of fire control employed - i,o0,
Continuous following predicted concentrations, predicted barrages, or
fixed barrages.

1840 hours - meager A.A. fire at coast on way in. Black, inaccurate,
acattered. 4LOOO' to 5000' lew.

Emden - 0905 hours, Heavy A.A. fire. Black, very inacourate being at
least 10 miles away from the nearest B-17s. ZEvidently a predicted con-
centration although one crew reports it as barrage type.

Wilhelmshaven ~ meager, scattered, .inaccurate, black.

0920 at Terschelling - Heavy, meager, black, low, inacourate.

AJA. fire was scattered over various ether points in Germany and most
of it was probably radio~coentrolled from E/r:

11. Any other Comments, Phenomena, etc,

1. "One A/C reperted aerial bembs dropped in strings ef 10-12 bursting
500' tee high ~ aimed at A/C in frent, .

2. Capt, O'Hara has a picture of something that was dropped from a FW 190
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IMPOATANT 306 BG U~-441-D. 25 JUNE 1543 ATT: A-2
(A) - 1. 23 A/C OF THE 308TH GROUPKL TOOK OFF AT 0550 TO BOU3
‘ HAMBURG: TWO AIRCRATT RETURNED EZARLY, ONE IS HMISSIHG.
THE FORMATION FOUND 10/10 CLOUDS FRCHM THE COAST OF ENGLAND
TO BEYOND THE COAST OF GERMANY AND BACK. 20 A/C BOMDBED
TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY. 1% RETURNED TO BASE AT 1133, OiZ
LAWNDED AUVAY AT UARBOYS,
2. IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL DUE TO CVERCAST.
3. 1 TOOK OFF WITH FORMA?IOH, CXYGEN GAVE OUT. RETURUEL, TOOK
OFF IN ANOTHER SHIP, WENT 40 MINUTES BEYOWD ENGLISH COAST,
COULD NOT FIND FORMATION. TURWED BACK AT 0758, HEIGHT 3,00

1 HAD PROP RUN AWAY. TURNED BACK AT 0&i2, 17,000', AT 34-1

\n

HORTH, 05-30 EAST.

4. L/A WERE XZXEBILXILY FIRST OBSERVED AT 0835 AND CONTINWUED WIT
FORMATION UNTIL 0%915. THEY CAME POPPING UP THROUGH HOLES 1
THE OVERCAST, AND CONCENTRATED THEIR ATTACKS MOSTLY ON THE
LOW FORMATION, AND ON STRAGGLERS. FROM 75 TO 100 LE/A IN AI
SOME JU &8 AND ME 109, MAINLY FW 1%0. MOST OF OUR SHOTS AT
E/A ATTACKING LOWER GROUP. WE CLAIM 4-5-2.

5, FLAK WAS MEAGER, WELL SCATTERED, INACCURATE, PROBABLY RAD
DIRECTEDs A PREDICTED CONCENTRATION SOUTH EAST OF EMDEN,
PROBABLY FROM BREMEN, WAS OBSERVED TEN MILES AWAY FROM
NEAREST B-17.

6., FIVE B~17S SEEN IN DISTRESS. ONE NO. 163, DITCHED 25 MILES
FROM ENGLISH COAST.NO TIME, NO FIX. HIGH SPEED LAUNCH SEXN
APPROACHING
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AT 0840, 1 B-17 DISAPPLARED INTO CLOUDS, ONE CHUTE.

AT 0848, 1 B-17 BLLW UP NEAR LANENBERG, EIGHT CHUTEZS.

AT 0857, | B-17 SEEN WITH PART LEFT WING REEN—OTFF, NO CHUTES.
AT 0903, IAIH-TAIL GUNNER BAILBD, 1 B-17 DISAPPEZARED INTC
CLOUDS.,

NONE «

AERIAL BOMBS OBSERVED IN STRINGS OF 10 AND 12, AIMED AT
PLANES AHEAD , BURSTING 500" HIGH. ONE PILOT REPORTED SEEING
APPROXIMATELY {2 OBJECTS, SIX FEET SQUARE AND FLAT, FALLING
LIKE LEAVES IN FRONT ABOUT ELEVEN O'CLOCK AMD LOVW. #C
EXPLOSION MOTED, NO OTHER B-17 WEAR. VERY HEAVY VAPOR TRAILS
FROM OUR A/C. SINGLE ENGINE FIGHTERS FIRED SINGQE SHELLS

FRO!M 1500 YARDS OFF TAIL. FLASH ON LEAVING E/A, EXPLODED LIXE
FLAK IN FORMATION. WITHDRAWBL SUPPORT NOT X SEEN.

COMBOMGR THREE HUNDRED SIXTH.

T}{U R....l 2515428 RMAC

WHAT IS THREE LAST WORDS OF TEXT?. WITHDRAWAL SUPPORT NOWY SEEN. S(7?
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HRADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) PeheT
Office of the MNateriel Officer
United Btates Forces
/’ Ay Py O, 634

.'K/ 35 JW. lm.
SUBJECT: .Qombat Abertions,

70 '« Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), AAP Btation
<yt 111, APO 634.

: 1, The following Aircraft of this Group were abortive on ‘the
 oombat uutun of this date, due to reascns listed;

B=17F 423274, 367th Squadrang

(1) After having oxygen leak in upper turret of B-17p
42-20498 PLlot tock off in $8-¥374 and was too
late to oateh up with formation.

(2) ¥o Meshanical Malfumstions and plane now in status.

B~17F 48-215900, 42%rd Bquadron;

El ¥o. 1 prop ran wway,

8 !‘np Gov drive shaft sheared off damaging engine,
ilg engine and prop gov to be installed,

4 letolnant of status 34 hours,

HENRY J. SCEMIDT,
Major, Air Corps,
Materiel Officer.



EBRADQUARTERS 3087H BOMBARDMEXT GROUP (H)
Offise Of The Nateriel Offiocer
" Umited States Forves

APC 834

£5 June 1543,
SUBJECT: Adreraft Malfunotions.

70 1 Gomsandisg Officer, 306%h Bombardmeat Group (E), APO 634.

; 1. The following Airoraft Malfumctions were reported by Pilot's &
i Aerial Rngineers for the Combat Missionm of this date.

B=17-P=41-29815-36T¢h Bquadron,
(1) Adroraft performed okay.

B=17-P~42-89989-367th Squadron,
51 #1 supercharger threw bucket,
8) #3 supsroharger lags excessively,

Bel¥=Ped2-29974-3674h Squadrom,
21; Bomd Racks 4¢ not work properly. Emergeacy relesse was used.
2) #3 & 4 engines rua rough st altitude,

B=1T=F=42-830178-3874th Squadren.
?; eagine leaks il badly,
2 supereharger lags at alsitude,

P-17-P=43-8068-568th 3quadron.
(1) Afrerafs performed okuy.

B-17-7-43-30163-363th Squadron.
{1; ¥indshield wiper burned out,
2) Brakes need bleeding,

B~17-P-42-89703-368%h Squadron.
El) Adroraft performed olay,

Bel7-P-43-20937-383th Squadrom.
(1) §3 supercharger regulestorruns awsy,

B=1Y-PF=41-24508-560%h Squadron.
(1) afrorafs performed okay.

B-17-2-43-25823-388th Symadrou.
(1) Upper turret lesks oil

B=17-P~43~20834~380%h Squadron.
(1) #3 weshing solemoid out.

-1—



B=17-F-42-5428-369th 8quadron.
(1) Alroreft performed okay.

B-17-P-42-29477-389%h Bquadrom.
(1) 7lsps oreep excessively.

B-17-P-43-6826-389th Squadron.
il) Right vacuum pump broke.

2) §#1 induotiom elbow cracked, :
(3) Compass in Navigator's ocmp't out 400

B~17-F-42-5086-369th Squadron.
(1) Airoraft performed okay.

B=17-p=42-20993-360th Squadron.
#2 supercharger lags.

B=lT~F~42-3178-4835rd Byuadron.
(1) #8 oil cooler leaks.
(2) ¥8 supercharger lags.

B=1T7-P-42-29779-423rd Squadron.
(1) Yo report of Airoraft Malfunctious.

B-17-P-41-24557-423rd Squadrom.
21 Alrdaraft foroed down at Warboys with $ engines out,
2) No report of Airoraft Malfunotions,

B-17-7~42-5180-423rd Squadrou,
(1) Adroress miseing in motion,

HENRY J. SCHMIDT,
Major, Air Corps,
Natoriel Offiocer,

f
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