HEALJARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ..)
Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

APO 557
24, August, 1944

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative
Mission: Merseburg and Vorden 4/D

TO : Commanding Officer 306th Bombardment Group (H)

1. Narrative

The 306th Group flew 34 A/C plus 2 PFF A/C as the 4Oth "C" Combat Wing.
Route in was slightly north of course., At Treuenbrietzen, formation did not turn,
and the route to the I.P. was further east and south than briefed, closely skirt-
ing the northern fringe of Leipzig flak.

English coast 0853, Louth; enemy coast 1103, 5346N x 0832E; Merseburg
1228%; enemy coast 1342, 5325N x O603E; Cromer 1458; Base 1547.

Of the two PFF A/C, #586 turned back over England, after smoke bomb went
off in bomb bay. A/C #6460 was used as a navigational aid only.

2. Fighter Opposition and Fighter Support
No E/A opposition on this Group.
Crews report good fighter support, though scatiered, to target. A few

P-38'g seen on way in, P-51l's first picked up near Heligoland and at briefed points
thereafter. Very few seen on route out.

3¢ AeA, Gun Fire
The only accurate A.A. fire encountered was in the primary target area.
Groups flew a little too close to Leipzig and were under fire for three minutes be-
fore bombs away and for two minutes after target. A moderate to intense barrage of
fair accuracy was thrown up from Leipzig followed by accurate tracking fire from
target area. Out of 32 A/C over target, damage was 19 slight, 9 severe, Thers was
no A.A, fire at Vorden A/D, nor at Stade.

4., Bombing

Lead Group: Deputy took over lead after smoke bomb went off inside lead-
er's A/C over England. On way in, deputy discovered bomb bay doors would not open
and that he would have to use pilot's emergency release. He therefore picked bigger
target, main Merseburg plant, instead of briefed water-works., He found area covered
by smoke. Thought he identified points immediately to east of Target, and moved
cross hairs to middle of smoke. Pictures show hits probably slightly west of 075080/
15.

Low Groups While on bomb run, crews suddenly saw a group (G in triangle)
very close on collision course from one e'clock, Low group scattered and did not
drop bombs. They reassembled, returning to course NE of Kassel, and bombed Vorden
A/D, Pictupes show complete pattern on south-east dispersal areas.

High Group: On approach, lead bembardier, found water works obscured by
smoke screen in good operation, made visual reference on main plant. Pictures show
hits on south-east corner of main plant,

A/C 093-V, pilot Boswell, bambed Stade A/D, Pictures show bombs away and
positive identification, Bombardier was experienced and is sure of good hits on
main dispersal area.



5 Nickels e o
A/C #053-U, “ilot Pederson, dropped 10 T-127 . at primary.

6. Weather
On route in and out: Weather was clear with some haze and a few, broken,
scattered clouds. At the target: 4-5/10 high cirrus at from 28,000 to 30,000 feet,
a few low scattered clouds, haze, with visibility from 15 to 20 miles, A few con-
trails reported in target area,

7. Observations
Smoke screen at target, also at Water Works, others at Brunsbuttel, Ham-
burg, Leipzig, Brunswick, and Hannover,
20 ships at Wilhelmshaven, 15 ships at Wesermunde, and 18 ships at Hamburg.

8e C Retur Far
C #586~PFF, pilot Chalfant, turned back 0704 hours, 5 miles north of

Aylesbury after amoke bowb went off in bomb bay. Four crew members in rear section
bailed eut; all landed safely. 10 x 500 returned to base,

A/C #444=-Y, pilot Broz, turned back at 0824 hours, at 5320N x O02lW, mech-
anical failure; brought back 10 x 500,

A/C #633~Z, pilot Dryar, turned back 1018 hours, 5415N x 0523E; jettisoned
10 x 500 at S5414N x 0522,

A/C 093-V, pilot Beswell, with oxygen leak, left formation, bombed Stade
A/D 1120 hours,

9. Other A/C In Distress
About 1336 hours, . near Dummer Lake, 4Oth "A" leader (G in triangle) 305th

Group, reported over VHF that gas was leaking and wing was on fire; 9 chutes seen;
A/C then exploded,

JOHN A. BAIRNSFATHER,
Ma jor, AC,
Group S~2.
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1.

Kencrt on n... Unniire
3’6th Bemb Group {(+

T AGFT. MOTSEbMER . .. ... .. ....... LA™ . .2 0o, b August, 1944
Vorden A/D (Low Group) by

RCUTE A8 FLOWE: - Slightly North of course in and out. Formation overshot
turn to South at Treunbrietzen swinging in wide turn to Schonewalde, to
Eilenburg and North of Leipzig to target.

Weather Conditicns (a) At Targst Clear, h‘z°, h/lD high cirrus at 28,000 f1

........................................
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Le V.ere our #/C "Seea" or "lnseent Tarpzts? (1) at Tarzet. 868 (L) En
Route.. B e e e e e
any Condensation Treiseo., Ab target .

Descripticn cf Flul. b Target, including wlisor OF FIED LUPTHCL, if
pessible.

Moderate to intense barrage of fair accuracy at Leipzig three minutes befo:
bombs away, followed by accurate tracking until two minutes after bombs
away .

fo

Fla} encountered cr cbserved en routs., (in WP e ricneed Lf

pes:ivle)

H.ligolmd -, Obs.

Neuwerk - Meager, inaccurate » tracking.

Mﬁngb\n‘g - 0b3.

Ameland - Meager, inaccurate, tracking from approx. 4 guns.

Ll
1K)

Was ChArk carried?” ‘as it usec as beiafed, i not now wacs iv usiq?
Coservation of crows.

9,808 units of chaff as briefed.

15 A/C equiped with carpet.

I ~ % $ o "‘)th ncH
Pogition of Greup anu Cembat ing C" CBW,

.....................................

9. Details:-
Grot Ne. of 4/C &4/5 nit by Lest to 4.U.T. hoelest T ALS of Bemu rui
ovar Flak Flak attack off

w/Tarrivory

_10 T8 (2 sev.). 1228% 26, _{_:g@ 28

L E Y 3 1R Tl 292__,_1

11 .1_(3807;

. 1228 437‘300'- 29 283
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33 28 (9=8)

ORS V..ot 7. ke 8/8 &t Leipzig, herseburs, Nagburg and [ outh of Keil
senal.,

2. Mw xad Lurste of flak obe. from Ameland .

3. Flak tower obs. beside river at 52°12'N - 09°00'E.

L. No flak from Dummer Lake.



