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APO 557
22 May, 1944,

Intelligence Hurrative,
Mlssion: KIEL, South Gormany, 22 May, 19.4d,,

Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), APO 557,

Narrative

306th flew 12 A/C as Low group and 6 as Lead and liigh ulements of High
Composite Group of 4Oth CBw, Rendezvous was satisfactory., Briefed route approxi-
mately followed throughout, Formation reached German Coust 7 minutes eurly, where
CBf Leader aborted, radioing "So long, good luck", Deputy culled for PRp bombing,
approximutely 11 minutes from Target, 4 minutes later undercast broke leaving
open “Channel" clear to Targot, PPP run continued however, wdth several turns
shortly before bombing and a final right turn down towurd aiming point, Both of
our groups bombed at 1254, Low at 130 deg., High at 136 deg, Take off was at 0848,
English Coast 1102 hoursj German Coast SL33N x 08L9E. 1241 hours; The German Coast
out was crossed at 5411N x O8L9E. ut 1327 hours, English coast was crossed at 1532
hours; Buse at 1618 hours., Low Group's AFCE was not working satisfactorily, High
Group's worked well, .

2. FPighter Opposition and Fighter Support
Excellen ter support was met early and continued in force over (er-
many, No attacks were made on thib group. At 1305, 5 or 6 Me 109's were seen
climbing below, Purt of p-38 escort dropped belly tanks and dove on them Joined by
P=51's,

3¢ A,A. Gun Pire

i Moderute accurate A.A, Gun Fire at Target met High Group and was observed
g to muke direct hit on Lead Group, bringing down 2 A/C in resulting collision, Prac-
5 tically no A.A. Gun Pire on Low Group, Barrage to one side at Heligoland,

4+ Bombin
Our photos show heavy concentration (possibly 2 groupa) in urea south east
of Naval Arsenal, running from Ychonberger Street to fiire Cable Factory, Another
concentration fell across the liarbor, running up into the Deutache Vierke and poss-
i ibly causing coneiderable damuge to shipping. Both of our group leaders felt that
st visual bombing was possible.

5« Leaflets
G=4l's were dropped on target at 1254 by ao/¢ y30L.

b, Weather
As briefed except no high cloud, Clouds broke éway at shore line leaving
nole over target,

7. Other A/C In Distross
Over target at 1254, 1 B~-17 of Lead Group (G in Triangle), received direct

flak hit, blew up, Right wing came off between #3 and #4 engines, This plune then
hit another in sanme formation and both went down, Qno chute seen fram socond A/b,
which was falling in epin with #2 engine on fire.
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8. A/C Retr Rar

C ot McKinn S . e
and #278-K pilot Pedergen, &> #297-N, pilot Thompson #0L,2- F
- Llying par | ) P, pilot Megui
at 16,000 feot, Each l‘ﬂ,t.t:rnéd 1o J.c 508? Hiod 4t 1134 hours ;‘tp53‘+0N ; 03333 :
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3 'A’%merican bombers and fighters ranqu‘ Z’v Nﬁ‘ﬂ'ﬁalfip‘flq'cah't_.zs on Kiel Bay"'had- B
the breadth of northern Europe in (_!ay-j‘,{j beeh ‘_“l- - ; ’ .
.Llight yesterday, smashing the 'cnemy'.s.?,.;‘ While some of the fighter (o.:ces were
| communications and  transport systems{ i % shepherding fhc bombers to their targets,
‘Hokhind his invasion-defense lines for_be: ! {y Other formations fanned out over France,
second day in o row. ULV Holland,  Belgium  and  northwestern
Nearly 1.000 fighters spread out ove_r‘:i‘{'} Germany, and first returns from their... -
‘Germany and the occupied counts .es,.i?"i pases added at least nine locomotives andli] ;- -
‘strafing and dive-bombing locomatives,: &8 ten freight trains 10 the big score volled:| . -
trains, barges, radio stations, airfie dr- % {op by the siraling fleets Sunday. 55 KN
.fand other targets. .. e BN Lt Col.- Francis Gabreski, Thunder- &
‘While the fighters were clipping tree )1 boly pilot from Oil Cily, Pa., was credjted’| .
16ps all across the northern stretches,of |1 with three victories in acrial combats_todl ;.
| e Contient, iyt Forcses i hrng W Lol fo 22"t doatahing:
Epmany‘s ingaﬂog "°'{,"“j{’“-"§°‘,'- ;nd?'-' ,.’z:;\ir.nlly was on a comparatively m}?op’ >
iberators and U.S. and Allicd lighter¢ .£.q4-Most of the fighters were searchin X
craft-kept up the blitz on installations of3 ¥ prgets of opporiunity and strafed asguf:; W
Hitler's Atlantic Wall. * found them, but some groups were dess|."

A force of some 250 B17s, covered byl,._ ' pate ive- : oo -
as ‘many P47s, Sls and 38s, lnnced’,z‘e,ae%l',‘f:ll_ %f;sd::”l:abr‘:’m"'“ﬂ missions where!

through weak Luftwaffe dcfenses to gIVE; % 7 German radio claimed that forces ‘ot
Kiel its first daylight attack ;’I‘“ ]a"l}é‘,l\merican fighters swept on far to the"
Jan. 5, complementing the RAF’s major I ‘eqs of Kiel, and a Swedish report that
assault_of the preceding night on Duise 4t least one Mustang had made a forced ]

berg. Germany's biggest infand port. - 18] landing i ‘ med
.. While the Forts were hitting Kiel, dlg to C(l)ll‘l?ir:'l': ls‘:);:l.hcastcr.n Sweden see

/7 similar force of Liberators provided -tha/i] ~The RAF's heavy night attack on Du:s‘: s
i

" " major_punch of the day's batlering. of' { berg coincided with other blows-at’
Hanover, Nazi chemical center, and an

the military defense zone in the Pas d :
.Calais and northern France. Thers wadl airfield in Belgium, as well as minelaying.
Thirty RAF craft were reported missing.

“.no fighter opposilion, B24 crews reported;.
'ﬁ- In contrast to the compuratively in-

+ant) flak varied from weak to no morg
¢ jthan.moderaie in most cases. m . adequate daylight defense put up by the

{loolys  Marauders Hit Airfield  #v i)
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Luliwaffe yesterday, the night bombers
A" small force of Marauder medium:: mel . fierce ‘resistance . over .Duisberg.
bombers. covered by Ninth Air Force. | crews-reported. .-/ - -
P38s and 47s, opencd the third day, of. ‘==t *

the' newest assault on northern Framge it 7
by hitting military objectives and the aits. s

field at Beaumont le Roger, 70 miles'west: 3,

.| of Paris. IR

'

EI ; While there was no immediate official’y’"
y .. | announcement of heavy-bomber or fighter 1 .
' - | Josses. unofficial indications were that the f», :

&% ] would be comparatively light. R 2
.. | - One BI7 division came home to report {,y
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. ‘ not a single fighter attack, although some **.

o ¢ £ | enemy aircraft were scen in the distance; 3y : .

; ¥4 | but™ another division's crews dmil?cti e :

- k3% | onetfrontal rush by 70 to 80 Germad ;_.M
« | fighters which were beaten off by’U.Sf

fighter escorts before they could do majoc »
damage. iw P!
Some fighter pilots told of meeting ¥

1}

more rocket-firing Nazi interceplorsy \y

s which were dispersed with only long-ranga % !
AL { shots at the bombers. o o Co
- ' German radio’s version of the attack . . >
. . described ori{great. yobatiles~.over  the : :
| S . nartherny: Reich;: but .added . that: weather
. » gonditions h he_defenses.. The
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