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HEADQUAHmiS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) D-A-7 -
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SUBJECT: Intollig-nco Narrative :
Mission: . MEPPEN md LEBUHARDEN A/D, 21 November, 1944.

70 + Commanding Otﬁ.cor, 306t.h Bombardq'nt Group {H), APO 557

1., Narrative -
. 36 a/c of the 306f.h, flying as hOt.h "A" entered Duteh Coast at
520325 - 04°36%E, 1019; group overran first turn, *then turned to 190 dezrees
to avold Dummer lake, then to 90 dezgrees, avoiding flak observed at Minden,
At this point Bucksye Red informed 4Oth ®"A" leader that there were solid _
clouds between his position and the target which reached from 20,000 to 31,000 °
fegt, Formation turned back at 52°12'N - O9©30'E, 1120, and started a run on
CUsnabruck. On run, flak-knocked out tio engines frow lead and knocked down
deputy lead s/c. lead and low bonbed bridge and railroad at keppen. High
algo started to wake & run'on Leppen, - -but leader's bomb sight went out, so
" deputy took over and made & run on Leeuwarden A/D. Lead and low left Dutch -
Coust at 52937'N -~ O4937E, 1236; Clac‘bon, 1335s; base, 1L34. High left Duich
Coast at 52°38'N - 05°56'E, 1235; English Coast at 52°56'N - O1°19'E, 1338}.
2 PiT a/c flew with 40th 7A", one of which is VIx. Llead afc worked satis-
tactorily and was used as navigational &id, but not for bombing. -
: 12 a/c flew us 4Oth "D" Screening Force. Noute was flown practically
as briefed except for altitude. Left Clacton 0932; 52°37'N - O4037'E, 0959;
I.p, 51°22'K - 13°20'E, 1050; dropped chaff from 19,500 feet between 112j and
1136 hours; Cstend, 1421 hours; Clacton, 1454; base, 1540. 2 FPrF a/c flew with
40th "D" Screening Force. Lead a/c worled satisfactorily and was used as a
navigational aid. Deputy a/c mickey set wont out near Zulder Zee on way in
and worked only intemit.tcntly therca.fter. _ -

2. Fighter Oppositfon and Fip,hter Support L -
There was no opposition from enexy aircraft. 40th “A" picked up
P-51s at The Dutch Coast at 1019 hours. The group had close support until
tine of turnback. No support was vislible over Holland on wmay back.
" 40th ep* report.a good aupport throughout pission. .

}
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3. A.n. Gun Fire .
The experience of thia group- indicat.ea that the entry corridor at

52037 'N O4°37'E and the carridor between Osnszbruck and Duzmer Lake have
--been blocked by flak. On the route, both in and out, this group found neager.
but very accurate ﬂ.ak on the coast. Flak was observed from the Minden area .
both in and out, and the lead bombardier, an experienced man on his second
‘tour of operations, reports that ‘the flak was mobile. The original flak in
the Dummer lLake ures was probably railroad flak between Osnabruck und Breuen.
Todsy our &/c found flak- from Minden to Osnabruck, which could mean that the
zobils flak, formerly working toward Bremsn, had been switched to the west-
east line 't.o Hinden, thereby blocking the Ducwier Luke corridor used on recent
operations. )
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4. Bombing : ]
lead and low bombed railroud and bridge visually at Meppen. High |
boubed the Lesuwarden A/D visually. Al bombing is confirmed by Photos.

B 50' )lick!h . ' .
A/C 896-1, pdlot Nat.t.aon, dropped 5 WG-22 and 5 'r-zu. on the .
mmdon vy 8 . :
6. Weather
. 40th "B*, which turned back at 09°30'E, roporta 5/10uu to 7/10ths
over the Cmtlmnt with light, nonpersistent contrails at 24,000 feet. at
point of turnback, cumulus tlouds were building up to 28,000 fest.
. LOth spv reports similar conditions on way in, uit.h .10/10ths cover, .
tops at 28,000 feet, east of 10 degrees. Dennc, persistent contrails were
experisnced in the ta.rget srea. - - ,

1. C Ret " Bar. )
C 155-J, pilot Cmazone, turned back at 1007 hours at 52015'f -

03°17'E. Pilot had changed a/c, and vus unable to cateh formation. He ‘brought
back 10 x 500, o
A/C 196-0, -pilot Cation, turned buck at 1032 hours at 52°00'K -
2°30'E. After emergency repairs on ground, he was unable to find the formation.
Brought back 10 x 500,
4/C 549-p, pilot Gibson, did not take off.

8. A/C in Distress
Deputy lead, a/c 574-A, pllot ...choenbachler, left forumatiosn. Just”

after bombs away at 520 42'N - O7°10'E. #3 was on fire and §2 seexed to be
windrilling. Vhen last seen, a/c was under contrcl, but was la.gging behind
the formation. Two chutes were reported.

 JOHN-A. BAIRNSFATHER, - - -
Major, - AC, -
e Gm'up 5-20 ’ . N
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