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Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

APO 557
21 June, 1944

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative .
Mission: BERLIN

TO : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H)

1. Narrative

306th flew 4Oth "A" CBA complete, Assembly was good and the course
was roughly as briefed. Lead group bombed at 1021 hours, on & heading of 281
degrees, at 27,000 fest. Left Cromer at 0647 hours, made control point at
5442N x O735E at 0837 hours going in and at 5432N x O753E at 1138 hours, coming
out, Reached Gt. Yarmouth at 1303% hours, Base at 1340 hours,

Low Group bombed at 10223 hours on a heading of 250 degrees, at 26,000
feet, Crossed German Coast out at 541ON x O849E at 1130 hours, reached Cromer
at 1308 hours.

- High Group bombed at 1024 hours on a heading of 276 degrees, at 28,000
feet. Crossed German Coast at 5418N x 0834E reached Cromer at 1302 hours,

2. Fighter Opposition and Fighter Support
One attack on a straggler from this group by 2 S/E Fighters, from 6
ofclock high shortly before target at 1018 hours., One of these attackers was
shot.down., 1In the Hamburg area om the way out, a straggler from another group
was reported under attack by a pair of S/E enemy fighters when p-38ts drove
them away. We cldim 1-0-0-0,. ’

. P=5l's appeared just after the enemy coast on the way in, and were
overlapped by P-38's before the target, the latter taking the formation back
over enemy coast without a gap and furnishing cover for stragglers, One Me 109
was reported shot down over the target by p~38ts,

3¢ Al G\ml‘ire
A.A. Gun Fire at Berlin was intense ~ both barrage and tracking. The
tracking A.A. was accurate, especially after bombs away, Damage to our A/C (16
serious 10 slight) might have been much worse except for the screening effect
of dense, persistent con-trails over the Target area. A.A. Gun Fire also observ-
ed at Hamburg, Kiel,.Lubeck, Rendsburg and Pasewalk,

‘} + Bombi
The BO%th group was the 8th CBW to bomb., The leader started a visual
run on the Target., A few minutes before bombs away, formation ran into contrails,
broke into clear, and then hit solid dense contrails, forcing formation on instru~
ments for 5 minutes after bombs away. Low and High Groups both interfered with

by other formations breaking out of contrails, Pictures locate some hits East of
Templehoff Airdrome, -

50 NiCkels L ‘ s
4/C 726~0, pilot Couris, dropped 10 G-44's over Berlin.

6. Weather ' -

10/10ths. over North Sea broke to generally clear over Continent. A
bank of contrails from groups ahead lay accross bomb run in &n arc wnich stretched

-
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North East,. Immedl'ifly after target k/lOtha. CLOUT 7™ PO LI 3UV -~ vu mep y~me e
compined with more  Jatrails to make dense screen wiy .0 broke up group fomat.lou
.on way out,

7. Observations

Z?C #558=% took photos with K~20 of landing strip in woods at 5315 N
x 1112 E, ‘

35 to 40 A/C reported on A/D at Nordholtz,

New construction on A/D with one completed runway and two partially
completed runways at 5345N x O95LE.

About 15 S/E and 20 T/E A/C reported on Schwedt A/D.

About 18 A/C, possibly JU 88's on Hagenow A/D.

8. Aircraft Returning Farly
A/C 737-U, pilot Berner, turned back at 0859 hours over Newaunster

with all four superchargers out. At 5432N x 0858E, through hole in clouds ods-
erved bridge from mainland to Nordstrand Island, Made run with bomb sight,
Dropped 2 x M17's and 8 x 500 (delayed fuses)s. Results unobserved because of
cloud cover. Lunded at 1l48 hours,

A/C 418-J, pilot Weiland, turned back at 0526 hours over Podington.
Mechanical failure. Brought back 2 x ML7ts and 8 x 500,

A/C 198-D, pilot Arrison, turned back at 075Q hours at 5355N x OL39E.
Failure of superchargers. Brought back 2 x M17's and 8 x 500.

9, Aircraft In Distress
. AJC 368-0, pilot Rehn reported observ1ng 2 dinghies with approximately
one full crew at 5225N x O150E at 1258 hours. OQur A/C at 300 feet altitude, In-
formation telephoned to Division, '
1014 hours B-17 in flames at 5222N x 1412E from CBY behind. B~17 broke
in two parts, No chutes seen,
1024 hours B~-17 in spin over Berlin L4 to 5 chutes seen, group ahead.
1035 hours B-17 on fire in steep glide. 7 chutes observed.
1100 hours B-17 down over Kiel ~ exploded. No chutes.
1001 hours 2 pP-38's dropped 2 objects like small chutes, p0851ble gas
tanks.

JOHN A, BAIRNSFATHER,
Major, AC,
Group S=2.
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21 June 1944 - BERLIN

367th

368th

Very few records now exist in National Archives for this mission.
The records appearing are taken from other sources, and do not
include the crew interrogation reports. We have been able to lo-
cate a portion of the Mission Loading Lists, and to assemble a
list of pilots from other sources.

Lt. Milton M. Adam 43-37600
Lt. William Allen

Lt. Harold Barrett

Lt. W. Bradley Butterfield
Lt. Joseph Couris

Lt. George Mapes

Lt. Talmadge McDonough

Lt. Williams McNeil

Lt. Perry Raster

Lt. Daniel Speelman

Lt. Charles Tell

Lt. Charles Wegener

Lt. William Wood

Maj. Maurice Salada

Capt. Albert Rehn 42-97368
Lt. Dean Allen 42-38148
Lt. John J. Allen

Lt. Gwynn Boswell 42-38155

Lt. William Breslin
Lt. Henry Dryar

Lt. Wayne Erwin 42-37836
Lt. Henry Hutsell
Lt. William Nash 42-31690

Lt. Charles Niblack

Lt. Elton Rabe

Lt. William Reece

Lt. Edward Patton 43-37575
Lt. Charles Trigg 44-6087

.



369th

423rd

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
F/0
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

Lt.
Lt’
Lt.

Ethan Allen
Clifford Baxter
Francis Bennett
Lowell Burgess
James Corcoran
James Edeler
John G. Davis
Walter Gribovicz
Andrew Kata
Eldon Ralstin
Morris Reed
Earl Saunders
Alfred Switzer
Richard Vogel

George Berner

. George Broz

. William Fortson
. Harold Fossum

. Robert Horn

. Harold Miller

William Neddo
Donald Plecher
John J. O'Brien
John Winward

42-102975°

42-107086
42-102669
42-87896
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‘ 1. qut intemt m ahon thu norning ty the auw h onr
.48 Berlin snd at Ruhland, Plots were passed im R/T ard W/T on the’ bosbers:
:‘starting shortly after our a/c bad left the English Coast, Fewer ploth &n ths
..« Torce were passed than on the others, until after the latter had left hs ‘Boﬁlnm.
' 5:@ then on the enemy turnsd his atteantiom to the B-12'a:still: wmmum,h :
., plotting them as far.as Brest Litovak., This flight, continuing east, after > $he. .othey -
: ._bonbm hed begun to withdraw, appeers to have puszled him somewhat, and in" 'piteﬂ-th
fact that Ruhlend had been attscked betweon 1030 and 1039, he suggeated Ahat Br_esl,a’u :
‘might be the target, . Soms unidentifisd s/s, ordered to resdineds at 1120, were
‘l‘} mpnt(tiqn to oppou ths witlidrewal of this rox-eo. “There ‘dre-ala tndteati
ey :uer 1atar oont to.xbonmboxdﬂqmr '(né Ju rho' .
= 55 It sem m-obablo tut a mitien:ih 8.1 Meburg Aaren was:
f unmbly potnt. by-e/e.: Thase &/, both ¢/& and a/e, prodably from:l, %,
B 4.:mm.‘ £0 -ths™ Boru‘n. area; - wharse vigorous ‘attacka (werd :made og ‘stome; 9
oo :_';thongh no heavy oppoaztion 13 rcportear ht tho tizbtu'_fonoi'_. P

sugain~nseld an- ait
end. ?m's, then

3. A/o of 27D were hou-d botuon 0638 and’ o752 trannm fmrhbjorc %08 p’oi’siﬂbﬂ
48 miles H.%. Leipuig. Yhether they ever reached this point is not known as 2JD control
0losed down when they were in the Hannover area, and no furthsr R/? wes interceptsd,  The
only evidense of 7JDla/c coming into ths ploture eomes from the 354 Group who were -
combat in the Juterbog area with 15 plus e/a which approsched from the South. Fossibly
these were om their way to ths B/V point when they were bounced by our fighters,

4. There 1s slight indication of a secondary assembly point being used, m'obably
4n the WHuritz 3ee area, Aircraft, both t/e and a/e, mresumsdly from the Reuruppin-
xoouslborg/’%umrk srea, used this before attasking in the Neubrandenmburg area.

" 5, The few o/a encountered by the bombers and fighters on withdvawal were -nhn
‘e fifty miles udin- of Bornn, uA were pouihl: o/a roturniu to thou- hano bases.

6. 'nnro ~'u RO ructzoa to tho nftmoon atmk- on Croubo- mph n tho Pu

Q&\ Ao 18y vmm,
 Brig, Oeneral, USA.
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T 306th Bomb Group (i) o
{

1. TARGFT,,, BERLIN

Pl s r s v s i s b b e s

DATE OF 5IssIcn, 2L June, 194 it

2. KROUTE AS FLOWN: - 5418N'x 0840E, 508y x 0928E, 5338N x 1050%, 5303y x
14208, 5234 x 1423z, Target, 5312y,x 1248z, 5341y x
L1031E, 5408y x 0928, 5LA8N x 0840%

L]

3. theathar Conditions (a) at Target.?%????................................

(b) =n Rcute..9???????.??.F§r.??.H??F??g.F?e?.Cl9a?'
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Le Vere ougeééc "Seen" or "Unseen! Targets? (a) at Target, 9%, ., (b) En
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‘Description of Flak ut Target, including

Pessible, = TIntense barrage and accur
'  and center of city,

at 30 to 35,000 feet,

C away. '

WITHOD GF FIRD CONTHCL, if

ate tracking mostly from the west

Some white bursts high above formation
YMost accurate immediately after bombs

— ——— e 0. —

[fé. Flak encountérzd or observed en routs

pessivle) il o . gt

- Rendsburg -"Parrage obs, Branda‘}h“"‘fg.'_;’ Iracking obs,
Kiel ~"Barrage obgs' ~ .. . . . Schwerin’ Barrage obs.

+ (In the erder ‘experisnced if

. Neuminst, age obs. | Hauburg' obsy'o. - e
it o e e

Vias CHAFF c¢arried? Vas it used as briefed, if 'nct how was it useqd?
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18T BOIBARDLENT DIVISION
For lission of 21 June 1944
Berlin

The 1lst Bombardment Division was made up of Corbat Wings in the fol- |

.....

(W lowing order of flight:

94th A" Combat tfing
1st "AY Combat Wing
1lst "B" Combat Wing
9Lth "B" Combat Wing
4lst "A" Combat Wing
1st "B" Combat Wing
;1st "C" Combat Wing
5LOth WA" Combat Wing
40th "B" Combat Wing.

The 351st group supplied the lead and low boxes of the 9Lth "A® Combat
VWing. This group encountered no E/A opposition, although the crews reported
that Combat Wings following their formation were attacked by approximately . .
twenty-five to forty S/E and T/E E/A. . These attacks occurred between the I.P. =~ <3
. and the target.. ‘From 15 ‘to 20 S/E E/A were seen at 0915 hours near. Muritz Laka,.:

' ‘The- kOlst group stmphed t.he h:r.gh box of the 9Lth "A" Combat ng, and_.»i.-; E
they report no E/A opposition. T

The 38lst group supnlied the lead and high boxes of the 1lst "A" Combat
Ting, and the 91lst group supplied the low box. Crews of the 38lst group report ,I: 7

from 75 to 80 E/A attacked in the vicinity of 5330N-1240E at 0925 hours, and e
these attacks lasted until 1002 hours, when the I.P. was reached (5237N-1410E). i

The ¥/A were broken down into 12 to 15 Me 109s, five to six FW 190s, ten Ju 88s,
(%u and the remainder Me 210s and 410s. From three to five mimutes after the fighter = i
escort left this group formation, the E/A were sighted flying in a group similar = %7
%o our Combat Wing formation, with S/E E/A marking our fighter escort. Some E/A
- were seen flying in the opposite. direction from 11 o'clock to 6.0!'clock, stacked .. '. ...
above ‘the level of ‘cur 4/C. Upon- reachmg the rear of our Cozbat Wing, the enemy.‘.".,'
e p:.lots made & 180° ‘turn and .changed over to: battle formation with: good coordina .
- tiom, . During.this-period :and while the ‘T/E E/A were cueuing up 10 't 15°in ling .
T gbpeast: Tevel ‘and adbove- our formation,” ‘the.S/E T/A hovered :above: them, ‘affording .
e semb].ance .of - ﬁ.ghter cover, As.soon as tlus maneuver -was accomplished, ‘the. T E_
“Ef K hoved inmsdiately s attack, with-the enemy: pilots hiolding their'fire untilic::
" well within Tange. ihen the first: line 'of E/A was level with our A/c ‘and " began -
. to fire;” those\ﬂying aboveé our’ fomtlon ‘“began’ diving at about 159, opening fire
-the’ dive.’ Ehemy pilots did- not take evasive' action in clos.ng very .slowly -on
~the” formtlonwwOur crews report that when E/A were destroyed or knocked out of
“‘their formation, others would £i11 in their pleces immediately, ‘indicatinga
well-coordinated effort to disperse the bomber formation by thoroughly . spraying .
a3%; 'withzo mm; -fire, : Our crews estimate that enemy pilots closed to within 75 .
’ to 100 ya.rds ‘before breaking off their attack. Some would break off by passing
~ -thé:bonber- formation,-while others: dove below .and to the side of the forme=--
s s eneily pilots. appeared to hesitate at the moment of.break-off- and. con=:
timied-.on through our. formation; taking no’evasive action. . Some crews reportw
that E/tfpassing over' the formation opened fire with-their remote control maching
gane mounted on_ either side -of. the fuselage. These guns seemed to_ have littlev
sct,~ Me 109s  and F¥ 190s made half-hearted attacks from 6 to 7 o'clock by’
“diving at’ our. formation‘from above in peirs and breaking off their attacks at:
- “about’ 30() or- LOO yards by ‘sblit "S"-ing down and away.. Cur crews were very im=.
- w - ‘pressed with-the slow speed of the enemy planes and lack.of evasive action taken
..by.enemy. pilots. lnost of the attacks aga.:.nst th:Ls gron_p came from 6 o'clock ‘

Th ,-9131; npn group flying .with: the lat "A" Conibat Wing was. -at.tacked by
‘ 50 6 75 Mo 410s at 0930 hours in the vicinity of Miritz lake. This attack was-
- ~made by the Me 410s.in a mass group formation, with tke E/A attacking the Fort— '
R . resscc in elements of two and three. #11 attacks were made from the 6 o'clock
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position, with some E/A coming in level and othersdiving down and attacking from
underneath. The E/A passed through the 91lst "A" formation, broke up, and con-
tirmed the attack individually and in pairs from all angles and all positions
around the clock. The attacks were espec:.a.]_'ly vicious and continued for about
twenty minutes to the Strausburg erea. Me 410s were painted silver, and some
were darkly camouflaged. Several crews reported S/E E/A attacking during this
period. There was no unususl armament reported, but some crews commented on the
shells from the lie 1108 exploding in mld-a.n.r, leaving a greyish colored ball of
smoke.

P b

:..‘(y

The 398th group suppl:.ed the 1ead and low boxes of the 1st "B" Combat .
Wing, and reports encountering no enemy fighters. The:.r crew members did observe -
attacks against the lst nA" Combat Wing. i o :

The 91st group supplied the high box of the lst "B" Combat Wing and
recorts no E/A opposition, .

The 94th "B" Combat Wing had its lead and ow boxes supplied by the
L57th group, and the high box was a composite made up of A/C from the h57th, 351st,
and 40lst groups. There were no E/A encountered by this Combat fing, although
some crews report a few, possibly E/A, but these were at such a great distance
from the formation so as to preclude posn.t.ive icentification.

The 384th group supplied the lead and low boxes of the Llst MA" Combat \WJ
Wing, and the high box was made up of A/C of the 384th and 379th groups ma.king a L
‘composite g;roup. There .were no E/A a.ttacks aga.inst this COmbat W:Lng S

Qe The Llst. "B" Combat W:Lng was made up of lead. and low boxes suppl:.ed by_‘ ST
. the 303rd group: anda: composif’.e high box, made up.of ‘A/C from the.303rd and 379th : .
+ " groups. -Only €ight crews of-this Combat Wing report seeing: E/A, renging in mum-'. i.7
rv. . bers. from six 1o 30, .and .seen between .092) and 1004 hours just before the IPe .-
~.Ongerey” reported ‘frofi; §ix ‘to-ten E/A seen. dur uring ‘the bomb-rin; but these .did not: fant
R ‘-:mt.erfere with the bombers. ‘There: m' st:.l]. ,a.mther report of -ten: E/A porth of SO
© 7 Berlin.’“One’ crew reportea dog—i‘lghte in. ‘t.he fbarget area bet.ween i‘riendly a.nd EE
"'.ﬂ"”fenemy fightera. R RN i} . s

'~\. .

The hlst "C" Combat Wi.ng was made up of the 379th group ﬂying 1ead
position, the 92nd group low, and the 4Olst group high. The 379th and 4LOlst -
_ groups report no enemy fighters, while the 92nd group states that at 0945 hours
two Ju ©8s were seen in the Berlin area just before bombs away. This group also
, reports five unidentified E/A seen near the I.P., at 1010 hours which were dis-
" persed by P-47s.” Three lMe 109s were Seen just at "bombs away", but these were .
- engaged by frlendly fighters.: Two Me 109s were.seen over Wittenburg, and two
F7 190s were seen at 1023 hours over- Berlin, but these were engaged by frlendly '
f:.gh’cers..,, R T - - ]

- " The 40th "a® Combat W:Lng was made up of A/C of the 306t.h group fly:mg
in lead, low and high positions. . One attack on a straggler from this group was A
made by two S/E fighters from 6 o'clock high shortly before the target at 1018
hours. In the Hamburg area on the way out, a straggler from a different group J
was reported under sttack by a pa.ir o.f S/E fighters, but these were Jumped by
P-383 a.nd dispersed. . _ o o , .

R The 305th group supplied ﬂ-ne Iead and 1ow boxes of the l;oth ‘mpn Combat '
.Wing, and the 92nd group supplied. thb- high. box. ‘Ehere ‘were no. E/A encounters B
reported by this Combat Wing. - ~

0
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MISSION OF 21 JUNE 194
I. WEATHER . ., :

‘"England was -under the influence ef a high pressure area which breke at
a weak celd frent extending seuthwestward acress Heligeland, the Zuider Zee and -
QW the Dutch lsles. Cloud cover cinsisted ef 8 - 10/10 stratecumulus at 2 - 3000 _
' feet with tops at 3 = 5000 feet over a six mile wide strip aleng the seuthern -
shere of the North Sea. The cleud breke te 3 - 5/10 ever inland Germany and :. - '

¢

eastern France. The force going te bases in Russia enceuntered 10/10 tewering _i
cumulus at the Russe-Pelish berder, but this broka&in the Peltava area., .
CEER e 0 s T el e el S PSR A TaAES

Lt .
- g

o :Vf. s LBaaeweai;ixorcondi tion::l.n m glan la d ﬁe;:. complicated by a 10/10 ]:m" » _.f
- was generally 3 = 5 miles but light drissle limited the vieibility te ene mile i
return, PR

4% at seme bases. These cenditiens prevailed an bejh take-eff and
L - ‘:% . L ..‘. el g ‘.t:""f. S 'j‘ - n -"‘ - . 7; -,A.. .
e,
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* A Targets | i
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ok

: Jnelt Rt

. .- Berldm . ©.. b City Area . - S523IN  ° 1323FE

"' "§#  Berlin/Niederscheneweide Tank Engine 5230 © - 1323k ..

Y Berlin/Marienfelds  Aere Engine 5226N 13238
Basdorf o Aere Engine 524,38 1325E

Genshagen - .~ Aere Engine 5298 A1316E SRR
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- Leng preparatiens for the first shuttle raid te

- on this ‘day the Commanding General, USSTAF,

"7 junctien with a large-ascale effort en Berlin twe combat wings were te bemb oil i A
- tabgets in Ruhland and continue te Russian bages. ~ . . . TN ey e

fi-’-{'*In the main effort on targets in the
. were te depart from the English ceast at Cr
to Husum,” They were to head betwe
east coast until they reached the
south te Berlin., Twe cembut wings from the
ally the same reute, The withdrawal teek t

Russiu had been made, and
ordered it to take place,

Berlin area,

amer, continue over the north Sea

en Hamburg and Kiel, centinuing en a south-
Oder River,

There they were to swing sh
3rd Division fellewed substant

hem due northwest te Husum and from :- :: e

the 1lst Divisien B-17gw. . - *

-, there a reciprecal ce

ursg te the penetration course was flown.

-* ..t The 2nd .Divisien coamposed ef saven combat win

frem Lowestoft,head ever the Nerth Sea.
Division reute, but semewhat te
the ceurse then broke southwest +s Wit+ mmle o

g8 was scheduled to depart T

on a course roughly paralleling the lst
the south. Landfall was te

eccur at Cuxhaven;

T )

“w Aul 1Qan M
NG
Target A/¢: @/ Yvas Intensity Accuracy
Berlin Moderate/Intense Accurate
Basderf 322 Moderate/Intense Accurate
Genshage .
Ruhland —-— < Meager Inaccurate
‘D, Results s
% ... 1. Bezbing S - E C.48
EE Target Reperted Result Time < Altitude Tens
i T YB35 oney
! Ruhland Excellent 1030-1042 19000-21000
Berlin Fair te Very Geed 1006-1027 25000-29000
; Genshagen . Peor 1005-1013 21000-24000
£ Marienfelde Unebserved 1017-1020 | 21400-24400
T Niederschenweide Fair te Geod 1018 - ' = 2100022000
aT Basderf ! Geed 1030-105% * 23000-25000
i 2, Claims Sk
i i Destro,vbd Prohable Damaged
Fighters - in the air 21 0 11 '35 i
i en the ground 2 0 L 6
r Total Fighters 26 0 15 ‘hl
§ Total Bembers 17 16 57 : 90 »
Grand Total’ 43 16 72 £a31
3. _Losses _
CEA R W e e
ey Divieden U e g W et 1167
2nd Divaten 7T g L g e gt 20
5 rotal Beubers i 35 s CagR R W7
“ . “Tetal Pighters SEN R g R ol
i Grand Tetal - TR | R IR L 515
III." OUR PLAN OF ATTACK | Ean

In con- 4

o

VT t1,
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"7 our intentions, and it wasn't until spesrheads of the lst Divisien drew abreast o

east and north to position themselves for an east-west run on Berlin aero-engine
plants. Withdrawal was planned northwest to Ludwigslust, thence te Husum on the
same withdrawal route as the lst Divisien. Escort on this force » 10 fighter
greups, was te give continuous close escort as were the 12 fighter groups of the
1st and 3rd Divisien ferces. : :
- The two Soviet-bound combut wings ef B-17s were to depart behind the 2nd
Divisien B-28, following them te Wittenberg where they broke off to bomb the
synthetic oil plant at Ruhland., With fthe 2nd Division shielding this penetratien
and the simultaneous penetratiens of B-17s somewhat to the north, these greups ° -
would be effectively screened against enemy fighter attacks. The course after
bombs. away was virtually due east to the Pelish-Russian border where the three N
combat wings turned seutheast en the final phase of the route te USSTAF Eastern
Command bases at Mirgorod and Poltiva; twe landing at the former and one at the
latter, Twe groups of P-47s furnished this force early penetratien support and -
a P-51 greup teok them threugh the target te the Pelish-Germun berder. There a e
P-51 group was te relieve them and furnish escort to the limit of endurance.
It was hoped that they would last te the Pelish-Russian border, leaving thers -
for the USSTAF Eastern Cemmand base at Piryatin. ' e

IV, .. THE ENEMY SITUATION

The intensity of the ground battle in Normandy meunted daily, and as en -
‘the previeus day the Hun's fighter force was in the process ef making some sem= -
blance of a defensive effort in France. He was » therefore, still dependent on.
his t/e and s/e night fighters. The actual numerical figures in the strategic
areas remained unchanged from the previeus day; the serviceability figure prob-
ably.fell downward ewing te the reactions of those engagements., i

Unhampered by weather and fauced with a two pronged attack, the eneamy pur- -
sued his avowed policy of allowing he deep thrust te ge unchallenged. By the :
time the leading elements of the lst Division made landfall, s/e from Lippspringe
and Gutersleh were proceeding to Muritz See, and t/e were collecting in the Stettin
area preparatory te augmenting the Muritz See agsembly. Seme 40 8/e and 60 t/e °
. later. appeared in that area, at Magdeburg anether assembly was underway, some - .
.~ 50 8/e and 30 t/e ‘convening there. . No -coordinated oppositien arese on the surprise

.. thrust across Peland to Russia, but scattered elements hastily arese in the Warsaw—s"

' ""-~.:-..B;"eat}'-.1.ifcb\_rsk_f~§ecmra;.tpjnake ineffectual jgbs;

RPN AR . ";':.,‘-v.-; o \ B} .' S IR e s . ar
" The’ double-thrust. over the:Reich's northern perimeter somewhat concealed- -:

of Schaal Lake thet the Muritz See assembly was completed. The enemy was awara ' e
of the fact that the lengthening celumn of the lst Division produced gaps in the - -
escort, but chogse to wait until he achieved a stronger concentration before ex- ’
pleiting any openings. Shuttling back to Stettin, the enemy inadvertantly gained -
temporary fighter superiority, for half of the escort of the 1st Division had %
made rendezvous with the fussian-bound forces further south. Near Pasewalk, the .
. 1st Divisien column was now seventy miles long and protected by only one greup . -

~ of P-51s. Quickly grabbing this opening, the enemy diverted the escort with o
25 ef- his s/e and charged into the bombers with 60 t/e, supported by a top cover © ‘!
of 15 Ne-109s. He destroyed 6 bombers in this fray, with little interference - -
frem the P-5ls. By the time the errant P-5ls realized their mistake and returned - :
‘to their briefed wards, the enemy force had vanished. Lo

' The 8econd Division meanwhile was engaged by the force dravn froa the south
that had apparently assembled scmewhere near Magdecburg. The twins in this gather- B
ing never made comtact with the bombars, for the escort chased them away. Seme '
of the s/e did break the corden of escert by making single-harassing attacks and

did kneck down seven B-24s by pecking at them from Dahme to.thg .ta.r.zet. _ Withdrawal . s

" by-all forces to the UK was unopposed. o
I After. carefully planning a reception committee in the Berlin area for the @ -
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the Ruhland ferce)

mocted weaterlv withdrmd of,
. surprise, watched the B-17s diaamoax to the mt. and out -of. rench.. A :
'ﬂﬂh«% at intcrcoption‘ effacted 50 miles southeast- ‘of Brest-Litevsk by --~fX
__-same 30 s/e. In tanesus attuck against the leading and trailing ...
".elements of the force, tho enexy got mhm. The: eecort.ing P=51s cl%bberod

'__theufor cladns_ef 6-0-3 for the loss of ene fightér,”

“fn"the Berlin etrort, 3

canaes, the bombers suffered:a rather severe loss, the:final- ccunt placing somns:s
47 bembers in the. m catogory. ‘rhe bombing :I.tee].t was bolu the usual Eidxth

- l?orcc atandnrda > i

& e ;

~;misfortune ;parb].y nu]li.fied. that strategic auccesa 'u 1. "as bk
'polittcal “and; ‘moralé building effects. An’ ons-y' atr .attaclt 0 the ]
sei: 217 June -destroyed 47 efithe 73 a/«ih:tch landed . at P “and sevemly
..noaw{the ‘resainder : ‘Per almést twe-hours, 75" bamber's ‘attacked the bise; "h&i’é“-,
hibiti.ng a yery high dograe of aecumy, _some estinat.eo cladn . 9% ‘




The-fo]low:\.ng alrcraft were abortive due to reasons 1isteds - . |
- . - - . L - . . o .},2 . 4'
(1) | B-17G 42-31428 ~ 423rd Squadron < returned earlys ™ .

e . TR AR
R iy kol
. HEADQUARTERS 306TH BO:BARDMENT GROUP (E) : F-A=b
: . Office of the Materlel Officer e
T United States Forces g L
: APO 5875 T

21 June, 1944y -\

S-4 Coubet Mission Repart on IMssion of 21 June 1944,
Group Operations Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (8), AP0 7‘5‘57.

[PX

-

A ) . -

ey

" Pilot reported oil pressure on No, 4 engine dropped =~ .
to 55 1bs. and that black smoke and oil was coming L
cut- of breather, On ground check, steel filings T
were found on magnetic sump plug and pleces of rings -
and £ilings weré found in the cuno, Engine had 281:55
hours on it prior to this flight, (Materiel Failure). -
(Piloted by Weiland) '

-

(2) B-17G 42-38198-(369th A/C flown by 423rd) - returned early.

Pilot reported No, 1'and 2 generators oscillating slightly

and No. / generator oscillating up to 90 amps. MNo, 1, 2 ¢
and 3 superchargers ran up to 50" Hg., upon getting over

36" manifold pressure on No, 4. No. J, supercharger would

only put out 30" manifold pressure at over 10,00 f£t, alti-
tude with normal manifold pressure on No, 1, 2 and 3, "
Gererator -voltage regulators checked on test stand at 449th
Sub-Depot Electrical Shop and very slight surgs noted on

No. 1, 2 and 3 generator voltage regulators. No. 4 gep= .
erator voltege regulator found to be defective, and to have,
‘@ surge of as mich as 90 emps. Rust found on the, Potenti= , . e
onometer of No, 4 supercharger governar, cansing low mani- ' . oA

fold pressure on No. J, supercharger. No. 1,.2 and 3 super= " NEC

chargers running up to 50" Hg. camsed by pllot having the R
control setting on No, 10 setting instead of No, 8 setting.
(Matieiel Failure) (Piloted by Arrison).
It is the belief.of this office that the followling mal-
functions were presents ‘ ‘
1, Fanlty adjusiment on voltage regulator (No. 4). This
generator should have been switched off in flight.
2. . Malfunction of No. /4 supercharger governor- the other
°  panifold pressures acted perfectly normal, accarding
..to the pilot!s narratives - T :

o
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‘ : 2, _The fo]lowing is a summaryj_gg ‘bg.tt.‘l.e damages incurred.
o Total Damaged 26 ?e'éecre - Y '
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HE:DQUARTER3 3067H BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) E-A-7
Office of the Operations Officer

AX0 557,
21 June, 1944,
SUBJZCT: Fucl Consumntion Report - Mission of 21 Juns 194L - Berlin, Germany.

e : Camanding Officer, 306th Rembariment Greun (H), /20 557,

l, Gallonags and Flight Time

A/C No., & Type Gallons Plight Tine

o arer S At S e

40th "A" Lead

B17G 42-102578 2500 8:51
B17G L2-31726 2450 9:07
) B17G 42-97278 2635 9:12
(@W B17G 42-97368 Damaged. Not Refueled. 9:27
Bl17G 42-97323 Damaged, Not Refueled., 9:08
Bl7G 42-38093 Deauged, Not Refueled, 8:53
B176 42-38155 Daumaged., Not Refueled., 8:49
BL7G 45-37575 ' 2350 8145
B17G 4.-6087 2480 8:456
Bl17G 42-37943 2225 9:59
Bl17G 4297327 2380 8:38
B17G 42-97946 2370 8: 34
B17G 42-102619 2200 7:53
B17G 42-37836 2310 8:46
B17G 42-38148 24,80 3:53
B17G 42-31690 2350 8:50

Bl7G 42-102512 Landed at Rackheath.

LOth "A" High

B17G 42-102969 Damaged, Not Refueled., 9:21
B17G 42-32099 Danmaged., Not Refusled, 9:11

B17G 42-37600 - Landed at Rackheath,
B17G 42-38129 Damaged. Not Refueled, 8:48
B17G 42-102557 Danmaged. Not Refueled, 9:54
B17G 42-102558 2310 9:09
B17G 42-97185 . 2500 9:40
B17G 42-97297 2630 8:27
B17G 42-107153 2730 9:30
B17G 42-37619 : Damaged. Not Refueled, 9:11
B17G 42-97301 2450 - 9:16
3172 42-1. 269 2780 9:20

-1 -



40th "a" fien

NC Ho. & Wyoe Gallons flihs Uise
317G 42-97365 2555 y:16
317G L2-102%75 2565 8:48
3175 £3~37693 2550 - 646
3175 L2-97895 Refueled =t Bristern.

317G 42-97376 2556 v:11
217G 4.2-107086 Juneged, Nt Lefueled, £:39

4Lith "A" Low

317G 42-102547 2470 111
B175 42-97133 2300 &:57
B17G 42-37°L0 24506 £:03
BL7G 43-37715 2385 8:12
B17G 42-1.7063 2610 8:25
217G L2-380L2 2680 8:16
5177 L2-30939 2425 9:17
317G 42-31737 2010 6:41
B17G 43-3754L9 2390 01
217C §4-8012 Dimaged, Mot 2sfueled, 8:36
T17G 42-39963 2,50 9: L8
B17G 42-97505 230 9:03
B17G 42-97180 2450 8:33
B17G 43-37£16 Refueled at Oskley,

B17G 43-37598 21:65 €:49
B17G 42-107C55 2415 §:03

All tanks topped af-er nre-flight.

- - A ,/ N
-:fzzéyAfffi§22<4:kféﬁL<uc4V/
T0Y B, HUSB.JD, )
¥ajor, AC,
Uperations Officer,
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‘ST ARRERS 30327 2CHUCDLENT CROSP (.

0ffice cf the CrouDd lombardier LT

AP, 0. 557,
21 June 1944,

SIRJTCT:  2emhing Garfative fievort.

tl
(&)

Cormanding Officer, 3506th Zombardment Craup {ii), APO SE7.
£0%h M4 Lead

1. 7The 308th furnished 17 £/C to £lv the lead group of the 40th'.™ .
Comoat Wing. One PFF A/b was used. I.P. wus clear hut centrails obscured
target. Lead bambardier made run on ilt up arce eust of 4.2. when a
breax in consrails anseared. Yisibilit ;ood except for heavy contrails,
Cpe A/b drovped bombs or tarzet of opportunity. (e A/b carriec¢ nickels.

2, Difficulties encountered.
a. 10/10ths contrails.
b. A/C i 519 released bembs early to stay in formation a% £340-
1150.

3, All :/C bombed.
4. PRombing results were unobserved.
5. Complete Comba®t Pombing Flight Record enclosed.

5. Bombing accauntability by number and type.
a. Total btombs carried: 125x500L'-64 plus 2 snoke
o 34x5C0-171ID ¢ 8x500M-43
b. Total bombs released on target: 120x5001:-54 plus 2 smoke
32x500x~17IF % 8x5001-43

c. Total bomts in A/C returned: Yone
d. Total bambs jettiscned framw A/C returned: None
e. Total bombs in A/b attacking returned dus ‘

to bombing equirment malfunction or weather: Mone
£. Total bombe jettisojged from A/C due %o

nelfunction or weather: 8x500N~54 & 2x5001i-1713 T-O-
g. Total bombs unaccointed for due to lost 4/C: lone

7. AFCE was not used because of weather.
40th "A" High
1. The 306th furnished 18 A/C to fly the high group of the 40th
na" Combat Wing. I.P, was clear tut contrails developed and the group was

split up. All A/b then dropped on flares previoisly released by groups
shead. Visibility good except for contrails. )



2, Diff'ic:l*izs sncounterad.
a. 10/10%hs contruils.

3. &ld A/" womtad.
4, 3Bombing resuvlts wers not seon.

5. Comple*ts Zombat Fombinp Fliski Becord enclosed.
6. Zoubing accointability by rumber end type.
. 7Total kombs carried; 1365001 =64 »lus 1 srioke
S6x8O0II-1T7IT 1 xBUD,.-43
b,  Total bombs releas:zd on %arcst:  133x5071°-"4 zlus 1 smou
35x500-1712  2x5007~43

¢, Toktal bambs iz A/2 returner: Jors
d., Total bombs jetiisoned from £/0 retrrned: Tone

o, Total bombs ir 3/C attackinz roturned due
£ borting equioment malfunction cor weather: MNano
f. Total tambs jottisoned from 4/0 caz to
malfunction or wee'ar; Yone
g. Total bombs wuaccointed for due to lost /51 ¥Nona

7. ARPCE vas uvsed,
40th "aA" Low

1. The 306th group furnished 18 A/C “o fly low group of the 4(:ih
"AY Combat Wing. I.P, was picked 0.K, Heavy contrails were ovserved
end groap passed throagh them. The briefed A.F. was not absereved Wt
during a break in contr:ails lead bombardier aimed at a built up area
cast of briefed A.P. Visibility good except for cantrails at bembing
altitada, Two A./C dropred tombs on tarsets of opportuity.

2., Difficulties encountered.
a. 10/10ths contrails,
be A/C £ 737 returned to base early cronped bombs at 5432-0859%.

c. A/C s 716 in order to stay with formation droorad hombs at
5340 ~ 1333,

3. A/C feiling to bamb.
a. A/C st 418 returned to base early 8x500L-64 & 2x500%~171B.
b. A/C # 198 returned to base early 8x500M-64 % 2x50CM-1TIB.

4. Bombing results were unobserved.
5. Complete Cambat Eombing Flight Record enclosed,

6. Bombing accountability by number and type.
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HEADOMARTERS 306TY BOM2ARDYENT GNP /) D=h7
IMfice of the nerations Officer

AP0 557,
21 June, 1942,

STRJECT: Report of Aircraft ‘ot Attacking - Mission of 21 .lune 1944 - Terlin,

+3
(o]

lefolole

lejololp

lajolofm

lojedolol®

Germany,
Commanding Officer, 306th 3onbardment Group (¥}, A®0 557.

AIRCRAFT MO ATTACY TG

42th "A" Lead Mission of 21 June 1944

Tumber of A/C Taking Offs o ¢ v o ¢ o 4 o o v o o o o v o o o o o o oo 17

A/C Taking Off Loss Unused SPAreS o o v v v v v o o o o o v o o v v v w17

Numbor of A/C ALLacKINg « o o o o 4 o ¢ o b 4 4 et e e e e e e .17

Number of A/X Yot L L 5 - R ¢
Note: One A/C hombed T/0 at 5340 x 1150E.

40th "A" Lead (PFF - 325th Grous) Mission of 21 June 1944
}IumberOfA/CTaki."gOff..o......................1
A/C Taking Off Less Unused SPAreS « o « « o o o o o o « o o o o o o o o .1
Number or A/C Attacking * [ ] L [} * * L] L] L] L ] L] L 2 L L] . L] L d * . L L ] L . L] .1
Numbor of A/C Mot Attacking o o o ¢ 6 s 0 v e ittt e e e e e e e e WD
4%th "A" High Mission of 21 June 1944
Number of A/C TAKing OFfe ¢ v ¢ ¢ v o v v o v v o o v o o v o v v w s .18
A/b Taking Off Less Unused SPAres o o o v ¢ v o + o o o o o o o o o » o 18
Numbel' af A/C Att&cking ® & ¢ 6 8+ s 5 2 s e 6 o s + * e ¢ ® 6 o s 4 e @ 18
Number of A/C Mot AttaCKINg « v + + o « ¢ o ¢ o o o o o o o o o o v . O
40th "A" Low Mission of 21 June 1944

Number of A/C Taking Offe o o ¢ v ¢ o « o v o o v o o o a o o o o o + .18
A/C Taking Off Less Ynused SPAreS & ¢ 4 o ¢ o o o s s 0 o ¢ o o o e & o 18
Number of A/C ALLECKINE « « o o o ¢ o v o o o o v s o o o o0 o o o .16
Number of A/C Not ALLACKINg & v v o v ¢ ¢« o s o 4 0 o o 0 o o b e e e 2
Detailed description of reasons why A/C did not attack,as follows:

A/C 42-31418 VNot a sortie. Returned edrly because of:
(a) 01il pressure on Wo. 4 engine dropped to 55 lbs.
(b) Steel filings were found on magnetiz sump plug and in
the cumo. Engine had 281:55 on it vrior to this flight.

A/C 42-38198 Mot a sortie. Returned early hecause of:
(a) Faulty adjustment on No. & voltapge rerulator caused
oscillating of repulator.
{b) Yo. 4 supercharger out.
(¢) Malfunction caused by ~ailurs of Yo. 4 suparchargoer
governor.

Mote: Two A/C bombed T/0's at 5432§ x 98533, and 5340N x 1333%.

v\;‘/éy% %_,c; /"4_/;-..’&’/

TO0V R, HU'SUMD,
Yaijor, AC,

)
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