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Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

aPQ 634
2l January, 194,

SUBJECT: Intelligence Rsport

TO ¢ Comnanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (k)

1. Narrative

35 aircraft of the 306th Group took off at 1215 hours to bomb tap—
gets in northwest France. The route wus as briefed to the target, "i" FORCE
of our group dispatched for target #15, found 8/10 to 10/10 cloud in the
target area. The first time over they could not locate target and cloud
cover made pilotage difficult, The squadron then returned to the I.P. to
make another run. On the second run they were unable to see tje target, so
they returned to base,

"B" FORCE on approuaching target #83 their assigned target, clearly
identified woods west of target, Hesdin and Foret-de-Crecy, W’ the Ltarget
was covered by a solid cumulus cloud. They then proceeded to target #1r
identified it, but clouds made bombing run impossible, Returning to #83
and finding it s$till covered by cloud, they continued on to base,

2. Bombi ng
No bombs dropped due to 8/10 overcast, Both A and B forces of
306th were able to Pin-point location of briefed targets but were unuble Lo

bomb in spite of as high as four runs due to persistent cloud cover over the
targets.

3. Enemy Fighters
No enemy air opposition wus encountered by this Group.,

4. Fighter Support
P=47's gave strong area support.

'50 AcA. Gun Pire
Meager flak from scattered points, inaccurate as to this group.
Rockets fired from ground at Abbeville and possibly from Foret de Crecy.
One of these rockets is reported to have hit a B-24, setting iv on fire.

For the COMMANDING OFFICER:

JOHN A. BaIRNSFATHER,
Ma jor, AC,
Group S-2,
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l. MNajor Saladu: The lead squadron of the "A" force, disputched for
target 715, found 8/10 cloud in the target area. The first tiue over they
could not find the target and cloud cover made pilotuge airricult, so the
Suuadron returned Lo the I,P. Lo make another run, un the second run they
Were unuble to see the turget so they returned to base,

The lead syuadron of "A" force flew as briefed to the target urea,

made & wide left turn around St. Fol to Berck-sur-ler, where they made a 160
turn which brought them vack to the I.P. at 1439, They flew again as briefed
to the target area, vient past it midway between Lens and Arras, made a right
turn around Arras and returned to the I.P., which they crossed at 1518 hrs.

2. Captain Lewis: The second Squadron of the "a" force left Hastings
at 1342 hrs. ¢rossing the enemy coast at Pointe-de-5t.Quentin at 1357 and
flew to and past the target area. 4 180 degree turn brought the squadron
again over the target area, tue target itself peing obscured by clouds at
both times. Then back at the French ccast another run was made from the
briefed I.P. The sqguadron again flew over the target area, then turned
North East to the vicinity of Bruay where a right turn was made bringing
the force for a fourth time cver the target. Cn each run isolated landmarks
were picksd cut but the actusl target was not seen, The French Coust
was cressed on tne way out at Point Haut-Blane at 1524 and the ¥nglish
Coast at Fevens: Bay at 1547.

FORCE "pn

3. Lt. Col, Williams: Proceedad as briefed from Hastings at 13415 to
French Coast at Point St.Quentin at 1359 at 12,000 rfeet., appreaching target,
Hesdin and Foret d' Hesdin. 4 solid cumulus cloud coversd target #83, Pro-
ceeding to target 15, identified it but clouds made bombing impossible. He-
turned to #83 and finding it still covered, and following group's coming ut
about 1420 hrs,, returned viz Point St.Quentin at 14281, Bastoourne at 1453
to base at 1539,

4. 1st., Lt, Sharkey: The second Syusdron of "B" force was unavle to
Tind target #83, for which they were dispatchea, due to 10/10 cloud. They
proceeded to target #15 over which they made 3 runs, out was unavle to muke
a bomb run as the target could be seen only from directly above,
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f._f'.;'}ssvth Squadran (H):
-4 B17G 42-38042 « NOT DAMAGED

B17G 42-37766 = NOT DAMAGED

-z
|

|B17G 42-40065 = NOT DAMAGED

B17G 42-31500 = NOT DAMAGED

“BATF 42-30728 - NOT DAMAGED

'B17G 22-31066 - NOT DAMAGED
A\

> B17F 42-31025 - NOT DAMAGED

368th Squadron (H)s

Bl7F 42-30586 = NOT DARAGED

| ' B17g 42-37943 = NOT DAMAGED

B17G 42-31363

Bl7¢ 4231245

) o

PIANES ON MISSION OF THIS DATE

B17G 42-31454 - NOT DAMAGED

B17F 42-30461 = NOT DAMAGED

B17G 42-31566 = NOT DAMAGED

T

21 January,

1944,

ABORTTON #=IRETURNED EARLI_ DUE TO INTERNAL FAILURE OF NO. 4_ENGINE_

SLIGHT DAMAGE: EMPTY 50 CAL SHELL DAMAGE TO BOMBARDIER'S WINDOW._
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.} B1TF 41-24487 - NOT DAMAGED

. .
- B17¢ 42~39776 = NOT DAMAGED

il rgamacs
}
t

369th Squadren (H):
.l B17¢ 42-31385 - NOT DAMAGED
ggr B17G 42-37953 ~ NOT BAMAGED -

f B17G 42231196 - NOT DAMAGED -

B17G 42-31066 - NOT DAMAGED

Bl7G 42-37963 - NOT DAMAGED

'l Bl7P 42-31007 - NOT DAMAGED ) - -
3

B17F 42-30939 - NOT DAMAGED

! l 423rd Squadron (H):
" B176 42-39945 - NOT DAMAGED

":-',l. ‘ B17G 42-31388 - SLIGHT DAMAGE: EMPTY 50 CAL SHELL CASE DAMAGE TO RIGHT AELIRON, ~

B17G 42-31444 - NOT DAMAGED
- B17G 42-39963 ~ NOT DAMAGED
B17G 42-59960 - NOT DAMAGED T T
B17G 42-31418 - NOT DAMAGED
B17G 42-31139 -~ NOT DAMAGED

B17F 42-30431 - NOT DAMAGED - -

7& i B17G 42-39860 - NOT DAMAGED

% B17F 42-80812 - SERIOUS DAMABE 3 PLEXI-GLASS NOSE SECTION SEVERELY DAMAGED BY

. EMPTY 50 CAL SHELL CASES. ASTRO DOME SLIGHTLY DAMAGED
b BY EMPTY 50 CAL SHELL CASES,

' B17G 42-51639 - NOT DAMAGED
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Taht, It was the heaviest raid yet in '-'p'f
er-mounting offensive on (he ne n'

ceoter of Germany's war effort, &
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The RAF amclc. on Beilin lasted just 4
3 minutes,” - the © Air Ministry an-
i nounced, but it was carried .out by the .
\ largest force of Lancasters and Halifaxes -

thus far dispatched to that city. by Britain’ s
Bomber Command..

Berlin lay hidden under a I1ycr-ot’
~clmrd which extended all the way 1o the, -
\coast. "A continuous cluster . of sky -
m’lrkers guided.the attacking planes, how-
tver, and as the assault drew to a close
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JJDroke in a‘single place they saw '
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