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Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

4P0 634
20th February, 1944

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative., 306th "B" Group.
iission: Leipzig, 20 February, 1944.
"TO : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H).

1. HNarrative
306th "B" Group flew high in 4Oth B CBW, leaving Lowestoft 1055,

“They crossed the enemy coast 1137 at 520 3L!'N, O4CO 35'E, Course followed

as briefed to target, accurate pilotage being possible over open "corridor®
between clouds from west of Magdeburg to target area, Course was followed
approximately as briefed, flying over 10/10 cloud from target to base, For-
mation crossed enemy coast at 1559 at 510 05'N, 02° 35'E., crossed the Eng-
lish coast at 1621 at 51° 43'N, 00° 57!'E,., Base at 1705.

- 2. Fighter opposition and Fighter Support

Weak attacks occurred after target between 1355 and 1455 hours
during gap in fighter support, which otherwise constantly was in sight over
enemy territory. Only two attacks against this group, by dull grey T/E
from 6 o'clock low, about 1430 hours; by Me 109, 6 o'clock high, 1455 hours,
Enemy fighters apparently preferred to wait for stragglers. S/E friendly
fighter shot down T/E, 1400 hours. About 10 each S/E and T/E 4/C were en-
countered on entire trip, including orange nogsed Me 109's; one probable
Ju-87; one possible FW 190 with longer nose than usmal, Four fast S/E planes

~ with elliptical wings, cannon in prop hub, spotted red under wings, weakly

attacked formation to rear at 1300 hours. We claim 0-0-2 also 3 no claim,

3+ AJA. Gun Fire e
A moderate barrage was observed at the target. This group turned

~ left and avoided most of it, but one of our 4/C suffered a direct hit and

was last seen under attack by fighters. Flak from other towns enroute was
either very meager and inaccurate or not aimed at this group., Only three

~instances of minor flak damage on ships returning to base,

1|. . Bombing
. Strike photos show bombing on 306th "E" Primary, to be excellent.
Demolition bombs from the groups ahead were on the button, causing a cloud
of hesvy black smoke completely obscuring the target, Bombs of the 92nd
Group were observed short of target with a few bursts on target., Smoke was

. observed pouring from one of the other assigned targets. Some crews report

smoke over the city of Leipzig, although the western half beyond the rail- -
way station was obscured by cloud. Several crews also report heavy, black
oily smoke from Halberstadt, and stute that at the IP they saw smoke from

Berlin.,
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6. aircraft Returninz 3arly

Cur
due to trouble
back one ML7AL.

7e A

4/C #850-B, Pilov Clark, turned vack at Dubch cosst at 1140
with #2 engine, Jettisoned 42 x M47al. Tvo a/C each brought

in Distress

306th Group: Our 4/C #463-Z, Pilot Hichard, was nit vy flak on #2
engine over target at 1350 hours. He dropped back of formation. At approxi-
mately 1407 hours he was attacked by fighters and was last seen zoing down

into clouds in

a slow spiral under control,

Other B-17's in Distress

1.
2.
3.
L,

5-

1318 hours, hit by fichters and spun down; 10 chutes,
Immediately after target, tail shot off by flak; no chutes.

15 minutes after target, attacked by Fi's and exploded; no
chutes,

1,25 hours, straggling, attacked by 14 fighters, under control
when last seen going into clouds. '

oty

151k hours, 50° 20'N, 05° 00'E, in spin, hit by fighters; 7 chutes,

JOHN 4. BAIRNSFATHER,
lajor, Air Corps,
Group S-2.
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1. WVarrative

306th "a" Grou; was scaeduled Lo £y ulgh sroup of 4UBHM Cllieae,
but failed to complete rendcvous with balance of wing at Splasher 11, and
left 3 minutes early. Zefore arriving zt Lowestofi, Bullpen Lcader was
heard reporting Lead Group as two minutes lute, arriving =t lowestoft early,
306th "a" Group circled over water and returned to Lowestoft without oeing
able to locate '/ing. Departad Lowestoft starting across Channel st 1110
hours, at this goint Bullpen Leuder wus heard reporting he was 34 niles out
to sea. 306th "a" Group crossed enemy coast ijorth of Zandvoort at 1150 hours,
at 21,300 feet; north of Haarlem, turning ieft over 2urmerend at 1153 hours.
Bullpen Leader then reported his position as 45 miles inland. YNothing but
B-24's were in sight and Group "a" turned back, leaving enenyy coast South of
SZgmond at 1158 hours, then 3 miles South of Lowestoft at 1230 hours, landing
at Base at 1321 hours.

2, aA.4., Gun Fire
There were a few a.a. gun fire bursts at point of turn back over
enemy coast.

3+ Bombing

Nc bombs dropped. all a/C brought boubs back, sxcept two which
Jettisoned 18 x 500,

4. Yeather
The weather was patter than briefed.
spots, and both Coasts cculd be seen,

X

The :rouna: was visible in

5. aircraft Returning Zarly
One A/C returned early cdue to supercharsier trouble, turning back
at 3nglish Coast., anothsr »/C was dispatched out returnse vefore reaching
enemy coast, with two engines out.

dUh a. SeiliSF.LTHIR,
sajor, air Corps,
Groag 3-2,
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ZO6THE Wa¥ GLOUP a
Hq, 306th. Bomb Group (H) FL&K. REFORT Date <7 I'thrmury, 194
Target LIJIG L A Larly)

v M o lerm e ‘P
Route followed., or-ieed one: Joust [arin of gurt L, Wittt of Harlen,

Pirenend te oot Soenapld,

s SO

- I -~ ""w“ .
2, V151b111ty at Terget (Any condensation tralls?) “0 sondensition truils
" 8/10%hs cloud ot =nemy couct, some hize Shoultitued

#., No. of a4/C over Target, 1¥ H/C ~rossed eneny zoast, turncd back ot 1153
hours, Purmerend, 21,300 f't,

4, Formation over target, with height of czch 4/C.  Those #/C damaged by
Flak to be circled, und if sariously d maged, insert suall "sS", If any
A/C shot down by Flak, say So:-

10 FLAX DALAGE.

5. General ixis of attack (from lead a/C if possible) v

6. How long did formation fly straight and leval before bombing ? ~

7. Turn after bambing. v
8. Position of Group in relation to other Groups. v
9. Vwhat evasive action was taken ? usuahc

10. & short desBription of Flak :n route¢ (&f any) nnd zt the Target, includ-~
ing if possible n suggestion as to type of fire control employed - I.e.
Continous following predicted concentretions, predicted barrages, or
fixed barrages.

AZSTERUAL — barrage ohsg ., not an this u:wup.
RRTEI0-N — modercta i rra_e fran £ holtho,




