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+ DBCLASSFIED rmr:m: ECUTIVE GREER 12356, S

HEAL _ARTERS 306TH BCMBARDMENT GROUP _..)
Office of the Intelligence Officer
United States Forces

APO 557
17 spril, 1945

SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative
Mission: Dresden, Germany

0 : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H)

1, Narrative
The 306th Group flew 39 A/C, including 4 PFF and 3 spares, as 40 "G,

Assembly was as briefed, Left Chalgrove Buncher 1029, 5,000 feet; English Coast
51548 x O1158, 1116, 5,000 feet; Ostend, 1143, 5,000 feet, On course to briefed
turning point 5012K x 1211E; continued on same heading, following 40 "B" to 5023N
x 1318E, 1404, 21,000 feet, but saw that 4O "B" was heading over Brux, so turned
left to 5032N x 1312E, 1408, 21,000 feet. Took I.Ps 5039N x 1323E, 1412 hours,
21,000 feet, There was considerable confusion in the area of the I1.P. due to
heavy haze and cloud and contrails plus the fact that 3rd Division A/C were in the
area at the same time; other formations flew various courses which interfered with
the bomb run of at least one of our squadrons, Lead made visual run and bombed at
14213, 21,000 feet, High made PFF run with visual correction. Low started PFF run,
but was. forced to change course twice to avoid other formations,. then got into _prop-
wash which tumbled gyro. Turned off to make second run; in confusion, deputy;
thinking that leader!s bombs had dropped and seeing that he was still in target area,
released his bombs, and 7 other A/C of squadron dropped boambs on him, When low
leader found that most of his squadron had bombed the first time, he decided not to
complete second run, 5 of low squadron brought bombs back, Withdrew on briefed
course; left French coast 5047N x OL37E, 1740, 6,000 feet; Dungeness 1750, 6,000
feet; Base 1853, .

, Buckeye Black!s report was not heard by group leader but was heard by
other A/C in formation. Cowboy Scouter advised bombing at Reference Plus one be-
cause air to air visibility at briefed altitude was very bad; air to ground visibi-
1ity O.Ks 40 "A" leader reported that he was going to bomb as adviseds Near the
I.P. the following breach of security was heard over VHF: 'We will bomb at Reference
Plus One; thatts 21,000 feet." This was heard twice.

All PFF equipment functioned satisfactorily,.

2, Fighter Opposition and Fighter Support
. There were no E/A opposition on this Group, Shortly before I.P. Buckeye

Black and Swordfish each reported jets in area, One crew observed one jet A/C in
contrails below formation in target area,

P~51ts appeared in strength about 1300 hours near Koblenz and gave good
support to target, Weather conditions prevented close support in target aresa.
P=~T's of 56th Fighter Group near Koblenz; P-5lts of 359th and 364th Fighter Groups
identified, Many crews also reported white-nosed P=51ts,

3¢ Ash, Gun Fire
At target, moderate tracking from 2 minutes before bombs away till one
minute after on high squadron., Observed on another formation at Brux on way in.
Damage: Lead, none; low, 1 slight; High, 2 slight, 1 severe,
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306th as 40 "C attacked Dresden, lLead, on visual run, bombed target

#1. Plctures show lead hits on aiming point with most of pattern ohscured by

previous bombing, Dense persistent contrails and haze forced high to start PFF
run, Just before bombs away, bombardier made visual course correction, Pictures
do not show strikes, but bombs away photo indicates hits on M/Y to north of river,
Iow, having initiated visual run, encountered excessive propwash, tumbling gyro.
Low leader discontinued run. Because of poor bisibllity deputy, thinking low
leader had dropped, released his bombs, 7 A/C dropped with deputy. 5 remaining
A/C brought bombs back, Smoke prevents identification of low striles, Fhotos
from A/C 713-K, flying with 388th Bamb Group, 3rd Division, WH" in square, show
that group's pattern on M/Y north of river. i - -

50 ﬁiclcels : ‘ o :
m-G dropped ten VG~6 on #1 target, Dresden,

6. Weather :
Except for haze, clear from takeoff to vicinity of I.P., where dense pere
sistent contrails at 20,000 feet made air to air visibility extremely poor. 10/10
cirrostratus base 22,000 feet in target area., Same on route oute

Te C In Distress
At approximately 1421 hours, in target area, an unidentified formation
came through 92nd Group on collision course in bad visibility. One B=17 fram forr~r

group collided with 2 B=17's from 92nd, One A/C blew up, ons went down with wing )
off and third was observed.going down in dive, Four chutes reported,

8¢ gc Returning Farly

None,

9, Observations
Vessel at 51I9N x 0242E, reported yesterday, still burning, with small

boats standing by.
Freiberg M/Y, SW of Dresden, full of traffic,

JOHN A. BATRNSFATHER,
Major, . _. . ... AC,
Group S=2¢ °



17 April 1945 - DRESDEN

Because of an absence of records in National Archives, no crew interro-
gation reports are available for this mission. From other sources we
have constructed a list of pilots flying this date, and in some cases
are able to identify their aircraft.

367th

Lt. Donald Kingsley 44-8197-K

Lt. Roy Hoffman

Lt. John Pinchback

Lt. John Gooch

Lt. Leonard Smith

Lt. Frederick Mitchell

Lt. Roy Marks

Lt. Shelby Scott

Lt. Joseph Hahn
368th :

Lt. James Burgess

Lt. Harold Altshuler

Lt. Herbert Cohn

Lt. Easton Effland

Lt. Wilfred Forsyth

Lt. Richard Hartshorn

Lt. Delbert McGinnis

Lt. Richard Weiser

Lt. Charles Witcomb
369th

Capt. William Haase 44-8772-0

Lt. Lester Kearney 44-8652-A

Lt. Robert Collins

Lt. Benjamin Grumbles

Lt. Donald Hansen

Lt. John McDonald

Lt. Lowell Mikles

Lt. Clarence Fisher

Lt. Edward Sandini

Lt. Ray Schieb

Lt. Donald Snook



423rd

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.

Thomas Hedley B 44-8724-V
Donald Cheney

Joseph Clark

Kenyon Devaney

Arthur Dorsey

John Endicott

Russell Haring

Warren Hiney

Francis Leigh

Clifford Steiger

O
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SUBJECTs !tvigtb:lon lhrrat:l'n - Dresden. ' - i

’ droppod on a moko arker. .

-
N

HEADQUARTERS som nouwmm GROUP (n) (B-A-8)
© (' Offioce of the Group Navigetor '
APO 557 . s s
. 17 April 1945 _

-

"T0 s Omuug Otﬁoor. $06th Boub Group (), APO 567,

'40th "0" Group

i

1.: Group assembly wag partomd on chslgrwo bunoher, doparhing on ti.no. on

eourse, in Group fomati.m. Divilion aasenbly wag performed on crua-ohmel leg

fran choton. .

A 2. Wuthor was cleu' over England, hazy oross eha.mol, and gmnlly ‘olear
until 10 degrees East,.with A high layer of olouds just above bomber stream. Ia o
target area, slaouds, eontuill. and hage restrieted visibility, weather improving on
rcturn routo.

~
~

: 8. Metro winds were oheoked by pilotage, Goo, and PFF oquipment. ooordm'bad
with Air Pos:l.ti.on Indisator, .
4. Rouiao, over Enghnd was as orderod, departing the oeut on time on oourse,
the Bolgin oceast was entered six'miles outh of Ostend, in trail of 40th “B" Feroe.
The briefed route was followed to G012N 11468, Divisien leader overshooting his point
on turn., Greup them turmed imto the.North to avoid f£lak from Brux, making an IP at
5039 18288. and bombing ‘the primary, Dresden, visually by the lead Squadron., The
_high Squadron oould not piek up the aiming poipt besause of eontrails and bombed by
" PFF equifmept. The leader of the low Squadron did not drop so made a 560 degree turn
and eame in again, . While on the run, he: learned that most of his Squadrox had al-
ready dropped, se turned off the target in an attempt to pliek up » the lead and high,
The leader made one 360 degree turn around CP No. 5, 5031 1123B, pioked up the Ligh
- Squadron and started for base. The ordered route was followed to 5037 O830E, then
getting abaut ten miles north of course in trail, France was departed on course and
Bngland entered as briefed, flying the ordered route to base via stand<eff areas,
The low Squadren eould not make visual contaoct with the lead and high so. flew about
twelve miles morth of the ordered route on the north edge of the bomber stream te
8055 0443, Because of serious fuel shortage, lead pilet dedided te return direetly
to base, Low squadrei doparted ‘Pelgiua at Oatond. dukorod hghnd throo 1l les

. north of Clacton snd oaue directly to base. .

~

+ . Be Target was 1donb1ﬁ.od and bmbod vj.sually b)t tho lead Squ.dron. Target
was idontified and bombded FFF, by tho high squndron. 8oven ships of the low Squadron

S
-

8. lkvi.gaﬁonal a:Lde und weres ' Air Pbuition I‘nd:lcq‘lior. Astro conpua. Rg.dio

Compass, Gee, snd FFF Bquipment.

. .

. !

Y

< Te., Ao - Fomution ohesk points were as ordered, B, 0130 .- 4 miles - 40 B

"Force.  C. Last in Division line.  D. High Sqdn - 0830 o'slock .- 200 yards uwbtil

. target. Low Squadron - ’0480 otoloock - 200 yardu until target. E. None. -

'8, A. Deopest Gee. fix on today's mission was S016W 12158, 21000 feot, Mots -

- ¢hain, ° .B. Jming toda.y omistod of heavy grass. .

9. cmn.nd mvigo.tor wes 115 8 SN, Barkwill. Group dopul-.y was 1/m Flamgan,

Squs.drons haaon being. 1/1.1: A.A. Athorton, z/Lt IM. nu-oa. .

T ; ST ';i : ain AC
o T g ) C e Grg:p lt:v!gmm-. o

:
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% 8«4 Comba. wission Report on Mission of 17 April 19..,
3!
\; : 3e Fusl Consymption:
&W‘ ‘ AIRCRAFT NO, IOTAL FLIGHT TIME  TQTAL GAS USED AVERAGE PKR HOUR
.- 44-6928 9327 Not Serviced=~ Battle Damaged
o 43-38429 9128 2220 237
My 43738802 9111 2240 244
ji N 44~8772 9130 2200 231
Ty 44~8652 9129 2170 229
] o 43-38765 9128 2315V,/ 244
o 42-97896 9124 2465 262
« © 43-38887 9123 Mot Servioed~ Damaged by Another .
g ¢ 43-38713 9111 2100 280
g & 43-38832 9122 2150 235
- = 44-6819 9120 2106 226
& g 42-97301 9118 2140 230
43-37600 9119 1880 202
g 43-38711 9103 2840 268
43-38914 9100 2160 240
43~38916 9108 2196 242
44~8724 0304 2335 257
4338910 9108 - 2090 230
42-31418 9102 2220 247
- 43-37618 8157 25801 289
43-38376 8149 2380+ 270
§§ 43~37598 8156 2190 246
; 44~8616 8154 2230 250
K\ﬁ 43-381563 8164 Nob Serviced~ Engine change
! 4330116 8163 2130 ' 236
8 446685 9400 2330 259
<! 4448197 9140 2395 248
8 43~37611 8162 2210 260
a 44~6951 9139 2315 240
43-38412 9134 - 2580/ 269
44~6908 9136 23500~ 246
44-8604 9133 24055§L 252
4338683 9130 2390 262
4297183 9129 2230 235
43-38913 9128 2250 237
42-31474 9107 Yot Berviced- Damaged in Landing
44-8814 9139 2240 232
43-39028 9137 2270 237
44-6563 9134 2356 246

All airoraft carried 14 X 500/G.P. Bembs 0X0opy 44-6814 (368) whioh carried Nickels,
All airoraft oarried 2780 gallons gasoline,

Chlos - /2 f&aﬂuff 22 48&4 . %&\.7:23-257 6‘@/& ‘ )e(«,}ﬁwf 25E0~R8 7,324
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| DECIASSFIED FER EXECUTIVE CHBER 1235

EXETY

NABA, Date

WY 7/

1.

Report on Alni Gunfire
306th Bomb Group (i)

Tm(m;tp?scsgﬂlti5.0‘000’0'.-00000oola

2,

DATE OF LISSION: : M, AP 3905, .
ROUTE AS FLO'Ns~ over. : )

3.

Vlegther Conditions (a) At Target.-H.W.-.uu'uo'...‘.'van-.‘u-n.......'.,.........

(b) En Route .. p}m.o‘ooooccovoo-;'ooo'.oonooo-on'o'oun'cooloc!

be

tere our A/C “Seen" or "Unseen' Turgets? (a) At fﬁfgetr~.$¥¥§k.............q}

(b) Fn mute'...ob;gkooluo-‘ogo‘---bq
Any Condensation Trulls?..Penss, persistent, sbove, 20,000, b, barset, ares.

cesecooen Vepssserecra ey

5e

Description of Flak at Target, including 172:01H0D OF FIRE COMNTROL, if possibles,

Koderate fairly accurate from 2 minutes before B.A, until ljminute after on !
the high squadron. Accurate on the lead and low.

[ I B |

Flak encountered or observed en route. (1n order experienced if possible.)

Meagrs, tracking, inaccurate at I.P. from the Brux area.

7.

Vius CHAFF carried? tus it used as briefed, if not how was it used?
Observation of crews.

veess®iiasenadaf/C carried....58.......carpet sets.
6 Ac w spot Jamming sets,
35 A/C dispersed 12,900 units of chaff.

8,

Position of Croup and .Caubat Ting.. dOBR, POP.iesierrevrecirrrsecessncsancnnss

Details:~

Ac |

Ser ' Flak E/A Acc Unkn

overi Damaged |
E/Terr Sl

A/C Lost

Axis of
Attack tHthdrawal

Jeed | 12

0

80

Low 13

1

2_

T,0.T

Helght

293 |21 |
50 250 (U2

21,000
19,500

2,600

o+ ojo

1

o'oldolo
‘0,0|d oo

.0 ojdojo
‘o aigolo

a3

10~ 330
7

022
22

19,100~



DOSO/N/3

25 April 1945

IlR]:SDEN. (Central M/I) t
g ,,"':'asm'cmup - T oapth et
- 510018*:”_(}1‘0“? o oL

i8¢ 35%315:‘_(}!‘0\!9 k

iaual.

: DREEDEN (Went M/I) - Visuals ;

\ befo;'e target tm.
% ﬁ{n "{ .

3'1ve ,ﬁosquito airoraft mndaavoused with 381st, Group Leader at the I.P,
«r"cl;aff“ to thektargot area in.advance of the bombera. :

: w},
g g ' %irl ' al of 448, airoraft mn uohod.uled of whioh 3 retumed early, 428 '
a&to retun;c .
jng i3 ﬁ’ , :

i ’:-2. liﬂ ‘b.?\t ;.

v

%upi‘ and Winga msnbloa is pmroa vith Little or no eiffioulty,

1:4 ‘rugr;t to and tz'om the marget.

f
bt ggff*i E‘J.ight to the targot vas as briefed but groups were forced to fly lower
than plann ‘dud.$o-high oldud and hage at briefed sltituds, All groups bombed by
 squadrons’ wi‘:h most sq_uadrona ‘bombing the Priority One target sssigned to them, either

P viuu.ally or HXX: w;lth visual gesistence, Contrils, haze and clouds forced socme

u"

.’ squadrons to meke:as many as-three runs on the terget. Only two airoraft bombed in

. the 457th Group lom squadron and the remaining sircraft returned their bombs. The

306th Group low: Bquadmn's deputy leader roleased when the lead airoraft olosed the

“bomb bay- doora fdx‘ -gnother min and six airoreft droppod on their release, The remaining :
fivo airaratt retutned bomba to bass.

e : {ALY groups rauied and returned as briefed with the exoeption of the 303rd,
92116, '305th and J06th Groups¥hich oould not effeot e rally dus to the number of segond

. end t :qu. :uns}érw oh‘.uomo squad.mna were forced to make,

. . W . . e !
L2 “ U R l‘ e . :

4 : :
% e Support. ,.,..; :



/c IIwaher

mtul ¥Flying T:une

2nd Lieut

¥ (P)

GOOCH o _J;qla.'_'-.'- A

oed Tdeut _ W(CP)__VICK, V.A.

B/0_ ot L)

2nd-Lieut

Wﬂﬂ-

A3 5

Sgte
Sgte

M
A{¥0) "HOWARD, GoPa

_Sgbe

x(r

Sgte.

Arke

G

B'JHKLL g.R.




FORMATION DIAGRAM

40th.°’ Group LEAD Da:to 17 April 1945,

306th Bombardmont Group (H)
Formetion at Assombly cnd Over Targot

. QePFP-TT2

-ﬁ.
Haaje
‘ G332 G=7€5 GPFP=652 Gn928
Ha4sen ) Grémbles ) : Ke4rney ﬁardshorn
.. I ‘ i
G501 G819 G896 . G802 Get29
- Snook Cowlins éch{eb ’ _ ‘ Effrand Weider
5 g_.__e__oo_i__ G287 ! ' 1
‘ ‘ San1ini Mcionald : v! ‘
MO A/C 713 did net assenbls and joined the 388th Bomb Gp, bombing with them,
Mikles
L}
ST —— oqeqg ¢ — o s )
B /¢ °¥ W_W £g
> e 8 e P) . ’
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" 40 nen -~ 1p
::"";'.:'-&;5:':\ o -
Tl .

" Hanscen.

- B-Y-8832

Snook
B-U-7301

Scott
M-P-8913

Clarl:
B-T-9118

Colliﬁé ,
B-Q-6819

High

Mitchell
Y-Q-8683

Yarks
13M-7133

Low

——

Leigh
P-M—BSIG

Haring
B-G-0153

e “cwlov(Br.1<t)
‘ "B—0-3779-P °F

‘”qunbies E Kearne{(ﬁlazr) j'n£}£§ﬁarﬁ
A -3~V~8765 B-A-8052~PPF Neﬁ-ssaer s
Schieb Effland,‘.\"Wblser :
B-}C;.-?BQS. M-P-8302 W-7-8429
Mikles - 'cDona 1d ,
3-K-8713°  R-V-8287 :
Kingsley(Goarity)
- "-K-8127- PFI
Hos fnnn Shepardr 'Cbhn)“”'J
M-P-G951  1%-G-7611 N-Y-1474
Pinchback Forsyth Burgoss
'FT 8412 .M-0-9928 ¥-G-5814
¥ ' : (Nickols)
Snlth L.J. Go:ch . o T S
H-A-6G04 Mo J-5908 ' ‘ ’ e ‘
Hedley(Papa)
. E-11-8724_p5F
‘Badicokt  Choney Y*itconb
-i-1418  E-3-2910 N-D-8711 -
Yines "eGinnis  Altshuler
B-X-7C158 N-1-8916 N-3-8014
DeVuney Steizer
 E-Q-7508°  E-"-8376




FORMAT ION DIAGRAM

a0th “C* Group Lox - pato 17 April 1845,

306th Bombardmont Group (H)
Formation at Assombly and Over Targot

GePFP=T24
———

Ge518 gl . Ge910 GeTL
Leig?-l Endicott ' cm}ney | . Wit(!opb
Ge126  ge153 Ge816 | | Gu516 | Gedl4
-if;rk —H:i:é Hin%y- _— ) McGi(%nis - Alt}hule
G598 =576 | G885 =
. —

l . Detaney Ste}get Dortey

e e

24 °vu ‘vawi — ; - 1g
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A/ o} anber

SQUADPO‘ ik 367th
 uremals

Teentorsamace.
(e Y
%

= uxd.mw TDADTNG TR maddm i o
. _4ISSION MNULRER __ 339 DATE. - r ;

28 Total Flying M-me' e

Q0 Totol Fl_;:mb Tame_

940 Hmnbvr L= mn

4/C Number

£/C Tunber,

: Total Flying Time___ - 9,38 Tof;s.; Flying £ime
s )(P) J’" o : . P)" . et
CP)BOZICH, Re . zm.m.m___ CE)
N) GONNALEY, R . 28d Idemk ' (M.
X(B) BURR, Ha. -~ 20d Lieuk )
(v Ae— S04 Liaut . (B).
R _BALL, B . . _ Sghe' " (ROY_ S
e e L aowege i e
Total Plying Time RASRCTTT MRS Total B‘]ymg Tine,
% (P) MITGHELL T e idmt ek Ak :
5 CP)BURTON , D Ws__. ond T4 auk ) oS
(1) NETLSON, W.Re 2nd Ideut . (1) 5.0
Bgm- VoF. 2nd Tdeub, Bg T '
SCHNEIDER, R, - Sghe. b
- W(ROY_HALL, H.Ro . S/Sgte . (rO) -
¢)_PIERCE, S.F. Sgke__ Gg
Gé KRIZER, J.W. Sgke G
G)_ . Gg
G G :
o &
r : .
o




;- CP) 2ndlit. Sykes, A.U. : ch “ond 1k. Valentine; Qel:
g ; -ond. Lhs Grimes, T (y 2nq 16, Kuesel, D.Gic
f B) . Sgti Jdacobson, W.0, B) . Sgt. Garrison, GeT. o
J‘ E) S/bgh. Blakey, M.L. i~ B %fd’ John, R.F. sor
0 RO)- S/Sgt. Opper, L.d. .. N RO) - S5/Sghs Williamd, W.M.=
; = (@) " Szt. Hoots, H.G. @) - Szt. QonroviA.d. X
G) S/Sct ‘Rratc:c‘nr:r. HeEe. G iSot . Olson, g
% GlEre: - (03 SR 3 :
G) - '+ /
). = o
- A/C Num’ber 113=3891h . . A/C Nunber . -12-31474 _
- Total Fly:!.ng Lime 9:00 . Totcl Flying Tine 93120 :
f A e = 3 =5 ‘
P) _ond It. Alts.}mlnr H:Pas P) - Aist Lt. Cobn, H.B. :
| CP) 2ndlt..-Letty J.S, : y CP; _ 2nd Lt. Campbell, H. M.
E : ond T4. lebekker, H.G. Iig 2nd It. Rlouch, L‘?.
] St wollarton, q.E, (B)__.8/5gt. Dusenbarry, F.Co—
3 - §pt . Morhous, B.La ~ {E) " -.8et. Gibson, 1«’..T.-- 5
{ S - Sot Mevar, Holi, ) > KOy Sgt. Mapbin, Sl -
St . Rodrioiez. R.0, ' G el LmaTJtT‘O'\' (GG R
[u Sath . -chJh}HlFlﬂ. L beg £ Pl / S G‘ Seot , tha}]nO_'n. P L._
s G) .
; : Sy
&g | A/G Number 7 1;3-38002 - Ag1E /C Ilmber 11338710 -7 :
| Total Flying Time . 9:15 - S Total l\‘ly:ing Time _ 9:05
p) * F/0-nffland, E. P) . 1st 5. Witcomb; Gaifs
cP)__2nd Lt. Lowe, F.%. . CP)__2nd Lt. larks, LoF..
N) = F/0 Sheppard, R.0. I 1st Lt. 3illaspie, W.L.
Bg SR Sradlie;, d.u. . (B)__ Sert. 1tle, LA,
E) - ‘prier, BiH. ' B , Bk
RO) Yoniarsicd, C.d. 150) ) Bincviald, Tei,
G) Snider, O=A. @) FAnzar, R.0O.
G Litka, R.V. G Doronbush, LW :
G§ i
G &
)
- ;-
\
L. j : -
.! S ; . \ I

'sc,impbm

.ﬁ/ (o} Mher = 6928

k'

’]
bith

s

“eee MISSION IOADING LIST. e
= ISSTON NULBER

‘339 © , 'DATE® S8\ (:1 pr:w" Y75 19h

'?

‘A/C Numbor_, 13- '%"(9;0-

" Total Flying Tine 9-35 -
< Sl

'.I‘oual rl,,'mu T:une 9y 0‘3

2nd Lf [ Iﬁcf‘ mnis

)" -_'f'_lst “L‘t Fartshorn, R '1‘, ;9L




I;.’:_..l.. }'iltssmn IOADIN
m:rssfom m'ﬁm

'Total Finng T:me

e "'?)f'2nd'Lt.,,awne§g) Bolor <0 e P) ?nd I, Por8‘+h . J~
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. o 17 Apr 1945

T T ae Nino~cmentratim of genoral purpose and inoendiary bombs oéuld be
@ . . seen btursting in ‘tihe- target ares, Oomplets interpretation of all of the strikes was
not pou:l.blo boomgo of, hase and 1ntmo smoke,
Y b oHg) ‘v’ngen répedr ahop redoivod at least nins direct hits amd could be
ssen burning :l.a.to *ln the a.ttwk. EE

RS

FU At‘; éut ﬁ.ve direot hits were: made on the locomotive depot.
. Ay --\,:,'",
AU X An e;agino roundhwn meived one direot hit.
CoL e Both the ;éastern and woster ohoke points of this yard will be severely
dsmaged, Rail ovep: road bridges ot both of these points received dlieot hits and -
reil lines oonld 'bé seen cat.
R N !?ho oentral pertion of tho marshalling yard received at lsast 220 hits,

! 'One explosicn could 'be. seen and photomlv teken late in the attack showed cars on
. fire 1n this a.na.} i

D B u;-g. road over. rd.l 'bridgo recdived two probable direot hits and
zany nea.r misses, . ,

e ‘—: h. Oua.qomen‘bmtion of banba fell into a warehouse area, ons half mile
5% north. or the target. Pour lu-go umhouus redeived direct hits and fires oould be

Cigi seen ota.rti.ng ;._ i a.rea. o
3 i .

L - '.i'-?.aa-m

C a.. ‘.lhroe oonoontmtions of génml purpose ‘borbs fell into the ocentral
--;. olty aves, Fires m started and severe damage oan be axpootul although most of the
Qw " © residential area’ had 'boan damaged previously,

. e o.no cémentmt:l.on of bombs fell into a wooded ares approximately four
L ond cns-hal? mles: northesst of the center of the oity anl a seoond consentration
;7" oould be seen buisting approximately three and ons-half miles southwest of the center
. of the eity, I.ittlc dam.go will renul‘b.

o O Althmgh etupletc interpretation of all aquadrons' bombs was impossible,
-+, & from photogrephyiavedlable it v o.ppa.ront ‘that severe damage osn ho qoo-tod to both
c of ths mrnba.u.'l.ng m. : e . ‘

4
\

-3} Di.ffioulﬂel xnoonntorod. .

A W m groqpl attaoked thoi.r .umber one priority ta.rget, msmn, visually
or 'by m and :Ln'u@aﬂ.rm formations, ' 74, .

b The ";'eut, 396th, 9lst, (379th)and(}8hth Groupl Bombed visually,

u ¢

i os The J.om Group bombed by H2K with visual essistence,

-1 A Wso of extremely bed vili.'bllity, the 351st Group made an H2X approach
ut yas able to canplato the run visualiy

N Loa.d squadron of l;57th Group made an HZX run with visual ocorreotions
near the end of thé run, Low aquadron started an H2X run but the lead bombardier de-
" 0ided to make a ascond run visually, On the second run, olouds an: oon:r;ﬁ;u:‘m
the target oompletely and no sighting oould be made due to HZX equipmen
All -:mf: wox?retuged 40 base with the exception of two airorafi whioh dropped cm a —
smoke marker, High squadron made two tunswocessful attempts to 'ban‘b visually and then
bcn‘bed bty H2X on tho third run, .

N 1 Lui nquaﬂron of 379th Group enoountered rough air on the bemb run and N
* the Jead siroraft had to make o manuel run, Towd airoraft of high squatron also zade
'}_amumdue«tnmmlm. S

K
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om of. mth cronp nade an HZX appreach due %o extrems haze tut

§ithe min visually," .Liead bombardier of high squ@rm had ai£fi-
'tho Mudng poﬂ.nt bboaudo of extrem hamoy

8

»n 0f 30304 Group bombed by H2X with visual assist on the third

. ”'4-“9 $o piok'up the adming point on the first two runs, Low
{,m with visual assist¢ nesy the end of the run,

b ea th. ihiaa run hy H2ZX because hase made it muublo to.iden~
0] 'en the ﬁ.rst tvo Tuns,

RO 4 1 aﬁ.{ ..oup 'Isnok intexrval at the briefed I.P. for a visual run but cloud
eover nsdessitated an HZX rUn two minutes prior to reaching bomb release. line, At
this point, the leadf airoraft of lead aquadron relinguished the lead position to
m\t eirorafi:due to H2X equipment failure, A 360 degree turn wes mede and
tu-got was atti by HZX on the:second mn, Low squadroax bombed on the seoond
uﬂﬁg H2X, due p ‘the puition of another formation at the bogd release line on

; :

© gl Teed and! jf i squafirens of. 305tk Group bombed. By HZE wih & visual assist,
Low squsdron was forvied to .make a second run due. to flying a oolligion oourse with
aaothe?q’ifqmt:lon . ‘“the ri.rat mn. Bombing was done visually by low squédron,

S i /I Lot

153 ii} .
v ki veed squady
, runbuf% the AFOE in lsad airoraft was inoperative causing the aireraft to fly off
oourse. At this polsit, the lead bombardier decided on a seoond runm, thinking he
would iidss the targel on the firat rum, The bombardier in depuiy lesd airoraft, see-
3 this: olosing in the lead aireraft, dropped his bombs, 8ix a:\.rora.ﬁ
in 10% on the deputy. ai.maft and ﬁ:n a:lroraft ntumd bombs to
bamey | “fh aquaa.rogﬁbcmhed using nzx.
i::;",,-. ‘ﬁ-‘ :’n
HULREL Dense nui.m oio\ul rema .u groups to boub et & 1om utmao than

irkefods i B
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‘of 306th Group benbed visually, Low squedron started a visusl
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zaso 35:.“: gmu.u 22,200 .
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a At :[.n'at tourtoou omtratiom of general purpose ard incendiary bambs
could be seen buntins in 6 pavtislly in the target ares, Ground hase ommbined with
intense smoko in $lia u'sot ares. MQ it izpoasible to plot pll of the bambe dropped,

. : ;"'1n ntat:lon roceivod at loest four direct hits from generel purposs
bmba. :

G D:li'oot hits ooculd be seen on four large engine roundhouses. These round-
houses had been previously hit, ' Ocmbined with damage from this attack, all of these
installations ocan non be couidorod u destroyed or bedly damaged,

©de X mul over’ fodl bridge 1n the southeastern portion of the yards received
at least two direot ~hits, Photography showed the tridge still standing with damage
at the eodges, P

'.‘ b “ -

e In tho -:I.dinp ma, a:t least 250 direot hits oould be seen on rail lines
and cars in the a.rea. Damgo to thil part of the yard should be severs,

L, Tho mternnoat choke point of the yards received at least fifty direct
hits, All lines oould be seen out rlth severe damage in an area of two rail over
road bridges, ‘} i . .
41.'
g At; lqut thirky direo’c hits oould bs seen on rail 11nen and installations
of the storage depo{: t s 4
I‘

hs Roaidential aress addacent to this yard will be amrely damaged from
bombs vhioh oa.ni.ed. over’ ihe nil lima mto 'hnilt-up- portions onf the town,
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HE UARTERS SO6TH BOMBARDMENT GROUF 'H) (B=A=8)
.ffise of the Operations Offise:
APO 5§57
17 April 1946

SUBJECT: Report of Operations Offiesr - Mission of 17 April 1946 - Dresden.
T0 1 Ocamanding Offieer, 306th Beub Group (H), APO §67. '

40th "0" Lead

1. General Nerrative:

a. Lead plane of the soeth Group, flying "c" Group in the 40th Ccmbat
Wing, took off at 0980 hours te bamb & target at Dregden, Germany. Assembly was
performed over Chalgrove bunsher without diffioulty and the ordered route flowm .
over England, departing on time and sourse. The Division assembly wes affected ¢
the orosg-chamel leg.

be. The route over the continont was as ordered te 5012N 11462. in

trail of the-40th "B" Group. At this point the tura was overrun and the Group
flew north eof Brux.te avoid flak, essage from Buokeye advised bombing & referen
altitude plus one due to extremely poor air to air visibility. An IP was es-
tablished and & visuel run made on priority No. 1 target, Dresden, with excellent
results. Bombfall is oconfirmed by photos as on the aiming point although smoke
obssures most of the pattern. Weather in the target area was olear below 22000
feet bt contreils were dense and persistent, and there was considersble haze,

6. After bombing the lead made a 360° turn near gontrol point five,
ploking up the high 8quadrea but not the lew. Tho withdrawal was uneventful and
in treil of 40th "B" Group. Formstion entered England at the briefed point and
the lead plane lapnded at 1900 hours,- 40th "C" Group was nmumber 12 in the First
Air Division. .. )

d., Friendly figh er support was excellent, with P-5l's pioked up near
Koblenz and rendering close amd ocntinuous support throughout. No emcounters by
E/A were sustained by theé Group, elthough one jot A/C was observed in eonbra.:lh
below the formation.' Flak wag moderate and insssurste.

2. Alreraft Not Attaekings |
&. The lead Squeadren was made up of 13 A/C, including two H2X planes

end a flying spare. One A/C:failed to assenble and flew with 388th Group, third
Division. The spare filled im for this plans.  All 13 A/C made effective serties

_ageinst the priority No. 1 target at Dresden, Germeny with exsellemt resultis.

3. Leat Aireraft:

a. No planes were lost.
40th "C" Low

al o

1, General Narrative:

a. Reference is made to marrative of the lead Squedron with the folla
ing additionss

(1) Low Squadrom began an H2X rum cm the target in conditions of
] 1.
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‘w poor visibility., Due to interference twice on the run by other formations

in the congested target area, and due to pioking the target up visually just a
little teo late to bomb, the leader decided to nmeke & seoond run. At the same
time the deputy leader was hit by prop wash and in the oconfusiom of poor visibii=

ity, and in regainimg control of the plane, he saw leader's bomb bay doors be-
ginning to olose, Thinking it was bomba away, he dropped ‘and 7 others toggled
on his markers. As the leader began the second run, upon learning there were
only five A/C with bomb loads he abandoned the run.

(2) Low leader could not looate the lead and high Squadrons to

affest a rally so returned alone flying along the edge of the bomber stream. Due
to shortage of fuel the stand-off route .over England was not flown and the Squa-

dron returned to base direot from the English cozst.
(3) Lead plané took of? at 0943 hours and landed st 1847.

2. Aircraft Not Attackings

a. The low Sqiedron was made up of 13 A/C, including am H2X plane and
2 flying spare which completed the mission. As narrated abeve, 8 A/C released
erronsously and five returned bombs to base on decision of the lead pilot. Thus
13 Q/C sortied, 13 were oredit sorties, and 8 were effective sorties on No. 1l

target, Dresden.
5. Lost Aireraft:

a. No planes were lost.
40th "c" High , -

.

1, General Nlrlrl.t.iﬂl

e, Reference is made to mrritivc of the lead Squadron with the
following additions; .

(1) High Squedren made au E2X rum with visual correction at last
moment on Noe. 1 target. Results were unobaerved. '

(2) After bombing the high reallied with the lead near comtrol point
five, and returned with them.

(3) Flak over the target was moderate and fairly acourate on the
high Squadrom.

. k> ’
- (4) Lead plane took off at 0937 hours and landed st 1917,

2. Aireraft Net Attaskings

&, The high Squadron was made up of 13 A/C including an H2X plane
a flying spare which eompleted the mission, All planes att s o oy
on H2X with results unobserved. P' SRR e R
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SECRET?T

HEADQUARTERS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) J=f=}
Office of the Communications Officer
APO 557

18 April 1945.
SUBJECT: Communications Report for the Mission of 17 April 1945.

70 : Commanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), APO 557, U.S. Army,

1. Thirty-nine (39) navigators reported using one or more of the
Bunchers st -A=-63, B-75 and -Chalgrove for L.0.P.'s and homing,.

R hﬂewmmmsod

3. Thirty-nine (39) aircraft were equipped with "Gee" and the
navigators reported fixes to 50 15N - 12 15E.

L. The VHF was used for control of the formations. Reception was
reported as being very,good. Traffic was moderate. Five (5) control points
and a bombstrike were transmitted as briefed. The group leader reported
he was unable to reach either Colgate or Cycle Relay on contrel poi.tt!'. ‘pumber
Lfive,

5. 423rd (F) received one (1) QDM from the base HF/DF station, No
bearings were obtained from the base VHF/DF station.

6. The group commander »eported an aircraft gave reference altitude
in the clear. He stated he thought it was part of a conversation uith
#Buckeye Black". Call sign of offender not known.

7. 2. The group lead operator (IWCO) transmitted the bambstrike and
six (6) progress reports as briefed. Receipts were obtained for all tyrans-
missions.

b. Thirty-five(35) aircraft were equipped with "Carpet” and tre
radio operators reported that the equipment functioned properly the entirec
route,

¢. Tmirty-five (35) aircraft dispersed 12,900 units of t@haff"
at the briefed time and place on orders of the Group Commander.

d. Four (4) aircraft were equipped with H2X. The operators reported
the equipment as functioning perfectly the entire route.

8. The following Communications Malfunctions were reported:
368th Squadron - 81} - Navigator's mike switch broken. Repaired and

checked.



LOth "C" Group
DATE: 17 April 1945, '

.
GROUP  306th BEQ'BING ACCOUNTABILITY ' FCRM '
8 J1 '
] \ ‘
‘ ! ‘
: il | IYAD SQUADRON ' LOT SQUADRON | BIGHE SQJUADRON
g \\)) . 182x50Q8=43GP + 182x50CB1-43GP + : 168x500I-43GP +
§ G{ . 1. Total Rombs Carried 4 smoke > smoke 2 smoke + 10 nicke
L . 168x500=43CP + 112x50Q001=4.3GP +- 168x500d=43GP +
\o‘ 2. Total Zomhs on Prlmﬂr:’ l‘_ smoke 1 smoke ‘ ? smoke + 10 nickel
R
- 3. Total Bomhs on Soconderyr ;
ﬁ None None ! None
g ]
g ! 4, Totel Bomhs on Last Pesort x
None None ! None
v R
E 5. Total Bomhs on T.0O,!'s .
145001~ 3GP None o None
I
E' i 6. Total Romhe Keturned from PE A/C None None ‘ None
) {
. ; Jatti 1 > A/
E 7. Total Bomhs Jettisoned from RE A/C None None } None
E 8. Total Romhs Pet'd from 4/C over Tarret 70x50M-43GP + |
. None 1 smoke i None
? ro- 9. Totul RBombs Jettisoned from A/C over Target . '
a None l None : None
=8 - : , ;
10. Total Rombs Unnceounted for due to Lost 4/C :
o l None ! None . None

. Explanation: No., 8, A/Cs 72,,418,616,and 585 aid not drop because the lead aircraft didn't drop, ‘
~ No, 5, 4/C 713 bambed with 388th Bomb Group (3va Div,).
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- HEADQUARTERS 3061TH BCBARDIENT GROUP (H)
SO . Office of the Group Bombardier
AP0 557

-

17 April 195.
SUBJECT:. Bombing Narrative Report.

A

20 . Comanding Officer, 306th Bombardment Group (H), APO 557,
= 4Oth "C" Lead & High -

1. The 306th Bomb Group furnished 13 4/C_to fly lead and 13 A/C to £fly high
squadrons of the 40th "C" Groups The turn off 1.P. was as briefed, Densé con-
trails and ground haze hj.nd.ered sighting operations and a PFF run was begun on the
assigned target. The lead squadron's bombardier picked up the assigned target and
started a visual run after only a few minutes down the bomb run, The high squadron's
bombardier was unable to pick up the assigned target until the last few seconds of
the run when he tried to make a few course corrections jugt before the bomb release
point. Flak was meager and inacecurate. The runs were all made with A,F.C.E, AC
713 bombed with the 388th Bomb Group. . '

2, A1l A/C bombed,

3, Bombing results were: -
a., Iiead - Excellent.
b. High - Unobserved.

* 4, Complete Combat™ Bombing Flight Reeords encloseds
St

5. Bombing accountability Report, by number and type enclosed,
6. AF.C.E. was O.K. ‘ '
- 7. Type of release.
a. 20 A/C salvoed, 6 A/C in train.

40th "C" Low

s Lo The 306th Bomb Group Purnished 13 A/C to fly low squadron of the LOth "C"
Group. The I.P. turn off was as briefed. Flak was meager and inaccurate, . The low
squedron's bombardier started a PFF xun bnt picked up the target a few minutes down
the bomb run and began a visual rum, The A.F.C.E. was not in working order and dié
not respond to the bombardiers corrections and therefore put him off course. After
this was noted -a manual run was made but by this time the target was too near and the
Jead bombardier decided to make a 360° when he saw that he would miss. During this
time the formation was, scattered due to the AF.C.E. trouble in the lead A/C and
dense oontrails and there were times when the lead plane could not be seen by some of
the wing plenes. The deputy A/C was for a moment out of control and almost collided
with the lead A/C when resuming it's position in the formation noticed that the lead
4/C was closing it's bomb-bay doors, S0 thinking the lead had Just dropped -theilt
bombs, dropped his. Six other A/C that could not see the lead A/C very well dropped
‘also, The lead a/C seein} this decided not tomake a second run but to return his
bombs. A/Cs T2k, 418, 616, 516 end 585 feturned their bombs, -All other 4/C aropped

Ll nd o amhhe
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Eight 4/C of the squadron bombed.

Results were poof‘.

—~—

‘Bomiaing a,ccbuntability Report, by number and type enclosed.

AF.C.E, was inoperative,

Type of release,

" &8s 8 A/C salvoed. . ' .

o DONAID R, ROSS,.
' Captain, AC,
Group Boumbardier,

w,
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40th " Group HIOK ‘ D“F’M

306th Bombardmont Group (R)
Formetion ot Assombly and over Tcrgot
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