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Commanding Officer, 306th dombardment Group (H)

le Hapmmiive .

55 A/C of the 3C6th Group buoated as 4Oth "B" Ci¥, FKoute was fliown as
briefed until just after the targai, whers the Sroup swuny left to 160 and contimied
on this heading to approximately 50454 x 12303, Back on briefed course at about
5O5.M x 11455 then to base as brisfad. Laft Inglish Coast 5131N x OL17E at 0312'
enangy; ccast 5237H x 04373 at 08573, I... at 1ubh; Taryget at 11013 ennms coant 52 37&

x OL373 at 1253; Inziish Coast 523 3% at 1)33, vase 1408, Two PF¥ a/(} 767-1
and $7L=A were floan, FF¥ equipment o 57h-aA went oub at enesy cocast on way in. |

fyulpsent of 767-NH was camaged by flak on comb rung lo scops pholos were secured,

2e Fi"ter Cnrosition ard Fizhtar Supoort

Yona on this Group. at avout 1009 at approxdmately 51L0N x 0U950L two to
fouwr B-17's in wing zhead were seen joln down under sneay attack, nina chules out
of ones P-51's seen in cog fi hbs w.ta 3/5 at about same time, tmo P-51's thought
to have gone down, 1 w/a.

Cna Jet Provelled i/C obssrvad at 35,000 feet over target traveling very
fast and leuving a dense contrail, o atiack mas nades

Fizhter supvcrt was good throughout route. P-51l'a first sighted of?
Dutch Coast 0858 hours. 2nd group 5235H x 0700%., 3rd sroup 50420 x 1C403. In view
at target and at all times on routs oute P-47's picked up over Zulder Zee and P-38's
at cocast ard over lorth Zes on reiurm. Two of our 4/C returning alone receivad
close supvorty 4 t=51's with one and ~5i's , P-47's, and P-38's with the other,

3e neite un Fire
from 2 minubes after I.7. Lo target for ¢ period of 5 nl nutes, Yoruation
was under intense, accurate, tracking fiek. ¥§rom Lar&at to Zaite f£lak diminished
in intensity and fell off sli:htly in accuricy. OUut of 35 4/C over targst, two
were hit and nave not returned to base. 33 returned of which 31 are damaged, la
sevarsly. Thers was practically no iflak excapt ab target cn this group

Lo omding
Terpat was hit by Combat ~ing in front and dense cloud of olack ancke co—
vared briefed l.Pel. Lead bombardier shirfted aiming point to cninneya at CusCL6/7
and plcturss show strikes on new Hei'el. lidgh and Low greup dropped by using refer-
once points cutside targst area. lgh hit very sli htlr over ard to right. Low all
hits in sacke, no strikss visible,

5. jiickels | , 2
C 05,-3 drogped 2 UsG 4e, 2 XG 17, 2 56 15, 2 G 30 and 2 G 4A on prix:

\

6 - 3‘3.th9r ) .
The briefed front on the roate back was nob encountared. lifgh cirrus at
30,000 on way in disappsared over taryat whnere wealilur was clear w;th sligzht hioze

-l ) R



7e fLuservations(
“lant with barrage balloons st 1420 x 1023%,

5 ~ S i
Fe Cur /0 In Diztlres
/e L ] IV B T . P e in AT . 4 - . K
‘-«./C F U™ +1lot i 3G, Yilu 2OurG, “fter Lar;el, 1osb aluituds uut was

cnder conbreol when last seons 2ll enjipes rucning.

. 4/C +693-L, PLlot walstin, it oy ilsk over target; st.1l08 howrs, after
tsrzet, hod one ensine fsathersd und cne engine on Tire; &4/C was under control when
list sean, Crews report seein; 4, to € ciutes,

3. CLhsr A/C In Uistress i
Al 1G9 hours, 210N x G751, «fter Jigter atbtack ¢ Lo & i=i7%s from wing
ahead, sg9s=n in distress, one orokad agueri, cloisr one on Jire spun cowne 8 chubes
from cne, four fram another.
At 1010 howurs, 51.0H x O¥5uik, 2 pP-bl'g, down in [lames. Cne chute seen,

10. 4&/¢C Raturning Eorly -

A/C y863-P, Pilot Fomby, turned back at G740 hours over it. Fars uhen f
engine went out, Dronpsd 10 x 500 st 53134 x 0037%,

A/C 5975-F, Pilot Carrazione, tiurned tack at G820 hours, ab 51571 x CL43R.,
brought back 10 x 500...

A/C #196-0, Pilot otewart, turnaed back at (889 hours, 523730 x QLHLE when
turbo suparcharger in #3 froza. Srocu-nt back 10 X 5.0.

A/C #185-J, Pilot Birdwslli, spars turned back as osriefed at €833 howrs,
5208 x 02388, Brought back 10 x 500.

J{J“}{ I‘to ' A.L"l L.P MA { llt,
Y e 3 (Y
Hujor, iG,
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5! 4
HSADQUARTERS 306TH BOBARIITIT GROUP (H) _
Office of the Codmandinz Officer
United States Forces
18 August, 1944.
SUBJECT: Hye-witness accounts of incidents pertaininz to Aircraft
ITo. 42=37693, Pilot, Lt Z.L. Ralstin, lfissin; in Action,
16 Augzust, 194k, »
TO: Co manding General, Hq., lst Bcaberdment Division, ATO 557
1. According to ccmpiled reports of returning crews in the
same formation the following is what hap_ened to aircraf't Iio.
42-37693, Pilot, “1st Lt Zldon L. Ralstin:
Our aircratft ifo. 693, Pilot RALSTIN, was hit by flak
over tarzet area, had one engine feathered and one enzgine on
fire. Aircraft was under control when last seen. Crews report
— seeing four to six chutes’ coming from plane. :

R

1

Por the Comnanding Officer:

e L&: T;&,
: : ptain, CWS,

st. Adjutant.
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