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HEADQUARTEAS 306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

14 July, 1943

SUBJBCT: Intelligence Report
0 ¢t Osmanding Offioer, 306th Bembardment Group (M)

1. Hot News -
One B-17 at 0817, right after target, blew up, One chute.

20 MNarrative
24, A/C took off at 0540 heure te Yomb aarodrome at Villacoublay,
The route was as briefed except for being five to ten miles iight of
course on the way eut, 23 A/0C bombed ths target}; one went over and fail-
ed to bomb.

3. m
Photegraphs taken by our greup show intense concentration of
bombe on field and over entire "X" area on pheto $,854/8,

Le Abortions
None

5« Enexy alroraft

E/A first encountered at OBl5, right after target. Attacks con-
tinued with but a short lull until about 0901 at French Ceast, Before
Spit cover was reached, attacks were furious and continueus, mainly from
high, out of sun, on the teil, at four and seven. One efficer states that
for one five minute peried every tail gunner in high group was firing
simultaneeusly. 35-40 R/A, mestly FW190, attacking twe at & time., Yellow
noses, GLome nese attacks en high greup. Spit suppert on way out superd,
and responsible fer safe return ef at least sune ef eur A/C te base, Ve
claim 5-4~7.

6, Flak
Flak frem Beaument en way in, Pink bursts frea Evreaux, Med-
erate over target, gun emplacements being observed in parks to Nerth aund

~ Bast of target, Black bursts, accurate fer altituds, inacourate for de-

flection, formation at 24,000 feet.

On way out, formation drepped te 13,000 feet to meest Spit
cover and was 5 te 10 miles te right of course as briefed, snceuntering
accurate flak at Bvreaux, Beaument, and Le Havre. JFlak beats firing at
Le Havre, seven outside, four to five inside. Flak moderate but almest
contimious over entire reute, light flak fired continucusly frem Evreaux
to Bermay,

T« Obeervations
Crews feel altitude of 13,000 feet expesed them to toe much
flak. Others ask why make bomb run direct inte sun.

BRig explosien near primary looked like gas works bleown up,
Visible forty miles away, Judd's ebaerved staying with formation out
of range, prebatly te give.infermation.

8., Coomendation
. Several pilots went out of their way to praise Captain Sulada's
leaderaship of formatioen,

JOHN B, WAIGHT,
o : Huajor, AC,
L Group S-2,
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Hq, 3¢6th Bomb Group (9 FLaK REORT Date _ 14 July, 2943, —
Target_ Ylllacoublay 7
1, Route followed, 3 miles W, of Pecamp, 5 miles W, of Evreaux, St. &ger,

target, Corbell Etampes, St, Andre', 4 miles S.W. Evreux, Beaumont le Roget,
Trouville, .

~

2, Visibility at Target (Any condensation trails?) Vhibility excellant.
No condensatich trails over target = few over channel.

3. No. of A/C over Target. 24 A/G

Lo Frrmation over tarset, with heisht of each ;\/C, Those A/'C da_ma,f:ed by
Flak to be clreled, and 1f s~rinusly danuge:, insert small "o", If any

A/0 shot down by Flak, wy sot= 1&&

086 119 290
" 23500 . 24,000 24,000 -2-%%053

53%% 53‘% ' - . 24,000 . 21,000

223 -, _2L 1

234,00 , 23000 22500 ~.23_5}<3'0'
o9 s AT
23600 23000 23500 2280

5. General Acis of attack (from iead #/C if nossivle)
76° Mag.,

——

6, ticw leng did formation fly straight and level befare boubing?
40 to 60 seconds

\

7. Turn after bomting, Qradual 859 right turn.

————

8, Position of Grovp in relation to other Groups. Last Group over target,

9. Vhat evasive action was taken?  Excellant - moderats to violent turns.

10, A short description of Flik en route (if any) and at the Tarcet, inc':lud—
ing if possihle a sug:estion a3 to tynme of Iire cortrsl emnloyed ~ 1.6,
Cenilouous following nredicted concentrations, predicted barrages, or
Tixed barrages,

0745 = Rouen, 22000', Heavy, meager, black inaccurate.
Paris, 22000'k Heavy, meager, black spotted in Parka,
0800 = Evregux, Heavy, moderate, black, accurate, some pink, Continous following.
I.P. - Meager, accurate for height, continous following.
08l4 - Villacoublay, Heavy, moderate, accurate, black, few red bursts, one
A/C reported a barrage from approximately 25 guna,
0848 = Bernay, tracking, 9 red bursts. .
0900 = Trouville, meager tracking, acourate,
LeHarve, continous following, from amall flak boats, accurate,

11_77&;%; other Corments, Phenomena, etc.
Much light flak in the area from Evreaux to Bernay.
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m §§ Vil}_aooublu, Le Bourget; and mens&];_gl e

-Out «pf 259 B~17a d:l.s-pe.tohed, 201 succeedad i.n bombmg enenw installatnms at
Villauoublay, Le Bouz-get, and Amians. +Both. strike and P,R.U,. plotures show’
barbing results to be good, .. The B-17p emoountered moderate to strong ¢/a
opjositions - Fxoellent fighter supyort was furnished by P—la-'{s and " Spitf:.res.

'8 B-178 vere kost and claims against e/a are 65 = 34 - 50; -
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BOMBING RESULTS: 96 a-:m of 1st ing dropped 810 x 5oo QP fused 1/10 BOC, nese
7100 sece tail and 600 x 100 IB with excellent results on the aircraft repair end
assembly ahopa and airfield at Villacoublay from 21,500+25,000-£ts at 0811 ~Q815 hrse
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. PuR.U, photographs show that severe damage hds‘boon infficted on a large double -
hangar, two workshops and four single hangars on the easterm edge of the fields
This damage appears to have been the rgsult of fire but the concentration of
orators in the vicinity 18 do.great that somo’ may b4 the result of H.E. blast .
and fire, The ccnter seotion of: a large tiiple hangar eppears to have received
.3 direct hits. In the double hangar whichiwas ‘demolished and the adjoining
workshop which was partly demolished the romains of 14 a/c can bo seen among the
debriss Of~15-8/c.seen on'the,boubed aroa:of “the:field at-the time of the
strike, 11 arc scen in P.R.U, photographs near craters and probably sustained
blegt damage. In tho arca containing the JU-52 hangars and repair shops 1 double
+ harigar reccived a possible hit and cortdin- blast damige, 2'smallcr buildings
rocbived diréect hits, and a largo open arda’ coritaining supplics (possibly fusela-
ges) sustoincd & ‘dirocct hits - In addition to 420 craters socn within tho bound=
aries of tho airficld, a furthor 30 bombs fcll on tho possible: bomb atoz‘o in the
wods cast of tho alrfiold, - -

* REASONS FOR FATLURE TO BOMB: 15 o/o failod: to boub - 6, for meghanical and.
oquipment troublc, 6 booauscilead plone in’ ono group. failod to bouby and 3 bocaus
of cnemy action (2 wore lost beforo to.rgo'e and one suffered battlo demege to
oloctrical wstc.m). . , I .

ENCOUNTFRS:  40-50 o/a. woro mportod, ‘most boing ‘FW-190s o.nd Mn-1o9s with a fow
ME~110s, MF~210z, end JU=~88s, ~ A majority of tho attacks, which began at St
Logor ot 0810 hrs, ahd conbtinted until 0900 hrgs at the Fronch coast, wore from
tho teil with tho o/a coming in from obovo, and diving under tho bombors. FW=~190c
Woroe roported to bo silvor-grodi, cno with'rod nose and tedl, .soveral with yollow
nosos end tails, one bleck, one with & white cowling, onc with a red and whito
striped rudder, and ono light bluc.. Ono bluo=gray ME-109 was roporfod and
anothor was soch with checkerod wingse

' CASUALTIES: " Persomsiel = i1 killed, 3 slightly \rounded, and’ 21 are missing, ° *Ady

: Sea Rescuo Service plckod up oréw of B=17 vhich ditohed 30 miles off Shoreham, .
“Equipment = 1 a/c lost to flak, 1 to e/a, and"l for reasons unlgiown,
E.,tmated :Battle D_;Lne.L .36. oategory npn a.mi 2 category "AC",

FLAK: A% Villacoublay fla.k vas reported moderate to intense and accurate, , Flal
heavy and light, was reported almost oontinuous from target out to coast, \‘d.th ‘the
 follovring locations listeds Evreux, Trouville, Le Havre, Bornay, Yvetot, COr'bea.l,
" Honfleur, Etampes, Clmrtres y Fecamp, Bolbeo, Montfor‘b, Rouen, Prey, Dreux, Conches

Th:.borv:tllo and r.lbouf‘ . . i

FIGHTL'R SUPPOR:[‘- 90 Spitfires made renaezvous v.!.th the Pirst and second forma=
tions of B-1/3 near Feoamp and furnished cover to, the Evreux area, on their Jour— -
ney in'towvards-the taiget,  Small formations of* e/a. wero ‘éncountered; - combats

iresulted in one rw—190 probably des‘br;pyed. _..One Spitfire and pilot are missing. .
Vithdrawal cover'frdm he¢dr Bernay was fumished by 151 Sritfa.res. " Tngegoments
with e/a resulted in'3 Fi/-190s destroyed and: 1 proba.'ol\v destroyoa.. . One Spitfiro
and pilot aro missing, . AR

ORDERED ROUTE: Selsey Billy.to’ 10:miles. Nif,. Of Pecamp, to Fecamp, to Evroux,’
to .Sta Ieger, to tergot, to Oorbeil, to Etampos to Bemay, to 50 10'N-01°h-0'\r
to St Cathermo's Pom’c. e :

\, o A . K . __'-'_ -

},, T WEA:[‘HKR ' Rolite Out:- " Thore tws 2 to 3/10 stiatocuiulus ‘aorsss the channel and
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over France with 5 ta .;/10 altooumlus at 10,000 feot a;.‘%:r England increasing to
6 to 7/10.over tho chéfnel and brealdng to & 'trese ta . 2/40 ovex! Frence, , Thore
was also 1 to 2/'10 oirrus at 25,000 feot over the entire route, . Vui‘bility wes
6 to 8 miles over the channel anc'i increasing to 20 miles over Franco, Target:
Both. primary and seoondary hed nil to 2/10 stratooumulus with top estimeted . |
5,000 feety nil to 2/10 medium oloud at 10,000 fect and 1/10 to 3/10 clrmis above
25,000 faet, Visibility downwerd was 20 milea. Route Bagk: There was 2 to
3/10 stretoatmilus with tops 6,000 feet over the chammel. 'Eecoming 5 %6 7/10°
ocunlus, base 2,500 feet, tops. 8,000 feot over England; 6 to 8/10 altocumilus
at 8,000 feot, top 10,000 "foct, ‘and 2'%3“1]7?5 ch‘ma at 25 000 fect. V:Ls:.bili‘l:y

was & to 8 miles over Ensland. , Lo e

OBSTRVATTONS: Tm large explos:.ons were apon near Evreux end Qa.en. s - Clouds of
smoE wore: c'bsgrved at Rouen. There was a. heavy, concentrat:.on of f'lalc from a
small wood:. just north of Lc Havro : e,

“ . PART IT = Ie Bourgat

. RESUITS: 52 B~173 of Ig-th W:Ing dropped 819 x 500 @& fused 1/10 SE0.. NOSC
1/100 seo, tall with fair results.on the Le Bourgot airficld and aireraft storage
depot from 21 ,500 = 25,000 £4, at 0750-0820 hrs, P.R.U., photographs show in the
near vicinity of tho airfield at loast 210 orators whigh are mainly. cqncmtraﬁad,
slomg elthor side of the porimeter track between the gmup of double ha.ngars in
the NW, oormer and the 5 large hangars in the E, corner of the airfiecld. » 2 of "
the 5 large hangars an the Ee ajido of tho airfield have suffered fairly oxtensive
roof Jamago:end at loast 2 noar mimses suggest probable dblest demago, .,  The. taxl
tragks and ‘servioing tarmacs in this arse show a number: of oraters. - Threos '~
smallor buildings due E..of thess large hangers have also been considera'bly A
agod. by {liroot h:Lts » 2 of thom ‘boing about ha.lf dcmolished. '

REASONS B! 32 a./c failod to. bomb - 19 bocause ‘of meshanical
or ool pnont fai ures} 'bocauao load planc failed to roloase bcmbs ; ,‘5 lost before
veaching targc’a and 2 booauso of' porsonnel failwos. e

.EH\TCOIH\ITERs- Enonw f:xghtor opposit:.on was antonso writh a total of! 75-55 FW-190a

and ME~109s roportod attacking, Tho initisl attack was made by 3035 o/a shortly
af'par the fighter support loft tho formation,, ThHe 94th flying as low.group ,
roooived the brumt of this aptack and also tho brunt of othor attaoks.which
continued over tho {farget. and back out wntil fightor support was picked up again.
The, attacks wore mede from formation: with--tho eo/a brea.ld.ng fom.ation Just out of
vango and attacking in pairs end groups of 46, ~ Tho ma:fori‘(:y of*‘theae attaoks
wero frem out of tho sun, in groups of 2«6 ebroast end in train, v,

FLAK: Moagre to modorate flak, for the most part inacourate, was gncountored .

,near Qormeilles, ovor the target and intomi‘ctontly back to.tho French ooast,

Intensc barrage type firo was scon ovor Paris, - At Villacoublay, Conches, and
Feuvillo firc was moagrc but. aogurate, - At the ‘woast an intonse barra:gc was scon
over Lo Havro,

CASUALTIES: Personnol « 7 soriously sroundod, 9 slightly wownded, .and 41 missing,
Eg%ggr_\on « l B=174 vwiorc Llost .to. 0fas
IZstimatoed Battlc Damage = 33 catogory "A", 7 ocatcgory "ACY.

FIGHTER SUPPORT:  Samo a8 dosori'bod in Part I, .

c o N F 1 D E i .'-F..I.AHL ' i e
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ROUTE: - . -Selscy Bill, 13‘5&-9°53'N-00?19‘E, to Evroux, to 4_907'1\:-02%2' to
Targot, to 489501=02041 *E to- wosstN—ozozle, %o Bornay, to St. Ca.thorino'

Poinr., to bagose:s v - o TR . b

i MOMWE,H.;;mqfqujLT:“f_k L

OBSE ‘RVAT'I_ONss' Wange ;. . r 2 , .
ST S PAR‘I‘ III = Amions/Glisx S

G RESULTS: 53 B~ 17s of 1st ng d.roppcd. 852 X400 -GP a.nd 269 x 300 GE’
%cd Inst. noso 1/L0 sco. tail with good results on tho Amions/Glisy airfiold
from 22,000 .4 24,000 £t, at 0742 hrs, ' Striko attack photographs show txp.. ...
large concontrations .of bursts, ono across tho NE dispersal: arca and the- ESE-WTI
ey and tho othor on tho 8. dispersal arca and .9, of tho NE=SV, 3umvay.
Dircot hits aro soon on at loast 13 sholtors in the dispersal arocas, In tho 8,

N dispersal arca oxtra largo bursts and:yory, tall colums of smoke indicate prob-
Ly ablo oxplosions, Othor birsts oan bo soen on tho visual loronz systom, taxd
8 -tracks, porimoter track, main“roed S, of the 2 8, disporsal aroas,. a.nd L= +1= BRSO
N pro'ba‘blo dircot ha.‘b on tho wmain ra.:‘..lwa.y 1ino 8« of tho o.irfiold. S .
‘H g %ONS FOR Fg};EURD TO %MB ST a/o fdilod to 'bomb ¥3 'bocuaso of meohanical :
- ailuros, 4 vorc sparcs ‘rotumed as schedulod - and: 1 was lost boforc roaching
! targct. .. . e aes . B HEIR o 'xo.'
E Q , : ENOOUN'IERS Tvro grdzpa rcportba ,2‘5‘-.'1.;.0'0/5. oncéuntoréd and. 165:1 group . reportod-
k / - "The ¢/a wore Fiie190s and ME=109s, . A fow ME=-109s iroro ‘oamouflaged vith
R [l s;pottcd Provm and groon, sgmo wero silver with orango merkings on wing end tail;
N ! and tho balanoc had tho-ususl. colorings. . Fy»190s worc a groyish black, with
E somo roportod to bo similer to Pu47s, Encounters bogan Just boforo the ta.rgot
% a.nd oon'b:muod u.ntil a'bout 5 mirxutos past tho Fronch oQeat g0 rc\xtq bﬁckp oa v b
B M ' Moagro to modorato ’ fairly a.ocurato A, A f:.rc avas’ oncountorcd. from lanﬂ.-
- -éﬁ' to tho targot and back out to tha coast. Intcnso, socurato firo was obsor-
g‘f‘ : vcd ooming from ma,rsh aroa along Sommo rivor at A‘bbov:l.llo. _,,' i oy
' CAUSALTIES-" \Pcrsquol - 6 k:xllcd 2 snmommly mxmdod 1 slightly wotmdcd a.nd

10 m:!.ssing. R I X
i -'Egyg;ggont -1 BF17 vas lost for rcascn \mkm/cm. ot o
. -Estimated Battle Damago’ -.18:rcatcgory "A", 3: oatcgory "AC" an.d 3
oatc§ory ng" (includca 1 a/o rrhioh. oxplodod over Eklgla.nd ’ ldlling 6 mcm'bora of -
orow

F;GHTER SUFPRT: . 129 P=L7s rondozvouscd srith-tho B-17 formation ovor Lo szport,
cscorting thom- orvor tho targot .and. back: out ovor tho doast, - A mmbor of coumbats
occurred, and ag, &' rasult 3 Fi=190s,tore dostroyod and 3 demagod, ~Thivo P-i7s
agd kgdpilots;oro missingy tho third pilot-bailed ‘out: over the- soa, a.ndwas sai’oly
picked up, e )

g - . e, e

ORDERED ROUTE: . Bcachy Hoad, to Ip Troport, to Poix, to targot,, ‘bo Talnas,. Q.
Abbov-iﬁo, to Haut—-Ba.no, to Hastingm -

WEATRER Samo as Part I.

OBSERVATIONS: 8 = 12 A,A, gus o‘béorvod about 10 milos 'bolow Amicns on tho Sommo
vOr,
CONFIDEEILAL
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INTERRCGATION FCRW'
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’ XX o X X X
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X X X

Details: X X .
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Frieﬁdly 4/C in any kind of distidss? . / .
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TARGET ATTACKED:
Primary/. Time: §/ly
Alternate  Height: 2L /00
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-‘Own Bombs.' m M QW%W N

Other Bomblng 7 “9 ﬂ f //1 ; 3’03
‘é/ au/wb{
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D N R %
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A f . . . \ X .
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e e e S o T (LT X.
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6{ p( \(/Wwe&ﬁw Pilot.
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i »&m
2. ‘T4RGET ATTACKiDlme‘ g‘ d( JNV‘)

Primary

. (0 0
Alternate Helght' }'b ’

BARA Date./,
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Heo W
8. LEATHER: (If it affected mission) /W v W
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9. FLallt Undountered ovn wigy out . at targst and on way home.

Yime  Place  Lefant ~Colur Tiention Acsuracy
) o Rues s ;r, P
."‘\'//{." Bursts ledion Lo fy Ll
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10, 3NZY FIGHTSR OMFOSITION:

5 0-b. Fwiiy', - g Meruy
(Estimated total number of E/A seen) (’I‘ypes)

EMMI %l?*ww& serg Lt vl A
ocat a sth fight
M}&c W X efu’;,\,fg”, Mg M

WMNMLﬂJw.Qﬁﬁh |
wawmwai“L%M{Q tﬂuw @/Q;L

;) (Tactlcs of Eﬂx) Lﬁ;‘,\,\,\(&\) — /W

L(L,Qﬁvww Fw/fy - W__

(J (Color, markings, etc. of E/A)

Q CLalus
\'§ ,l' (Our defensive action) : D=STROYED
G PROBABLY )
: % ' DaiiacED__ | }
M ‘ - (Fill out immediately
' separate CLal FOR. for !
& * | each claim, !

§’ 11, FIGHTER SUPPCRT %O‘\)& — L

"

12, OBSERVATIONS: Give TR, PLACE, HEZIGLT (List any observations of military
importance such as balloons, decoys, dwanies, camouflage, smoke screens, enemy
signals; activity at airdromes, ports, water-ways, roads, railroad yards; con-
centrations of vehicles, troops, vessels; landmarks, new enemy installations,

o @«X anoliin MQ-W 10 wte, E wTbaMeer?.
SQ _%.—< y RARAA.
13, INCID:MIS TO mem (If one bf our A/C lost, state whether Oy AdA.,

E/a Action, Accident or Undetermined Cause)

L—

1,. INJURIES TO CRE!: (Give name, position in 4/C, type of injury, how
received, PLaCE and TI.E.) Lo

15

15. DWAGE T0 4/C:  (Briefly) B= / Fladc Mol — | szxl aketl 4,

16, TECHNICAL FAILURES: &~

17. CRE" COMLENTS: (any unusual incidznts? any sudiestions?)
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INTERROGATION FORiw
QUADRON' 368 .369 423 4/C Number_2679 Letter /7 Date /Yé,/_zg
Bomb Loadl H.E, Incend, ¥Px/sv Position in Formation

" Time Took Off4$ Y4 Time Lunded ///70 - ~X =~ X X X k)

X X X X X 7
1. HOT NEWS to be phoned in? Yes No X X X X !

\ Details: = -, - , X X X X @
' | : e

+ CREW: Give Rank-and Initials

~ |

Friendly 4/C in any kind of distress? _
(Give position, time, altitude, full/"’g{’ W. W.TAh / # a=, Pilot—

details) 7;%( V.l /v/le Co-P—
IMT_U\* - 5 z,,{/ ﬁ//)J//eCa/’aqé"Nav;/

s g 'Q/ J.W. "Lk,/ﬂe'j{,LBomB..‘/

2, TARGET ATTACKED: Z \7—} f. C 4/444_4'\ Radlo
Primary Time: JF/3 % c = _Vind}w/z”z( Top T.
Alternate Height: ﬂ- 2 97«0 dﬂ Ball T,

: / R. haist

| I L?st RfS():rt Heading: Pd;y : /

{ circle . ' .
| § Duraticn Bomb Run: . /)/ W/\fdjf’/&j L.. ..a;.st
| : | - Yl / £ ¥ Tail G.

3, Number of BOMBS dropped on target:wJettisoned: Returned: abortive:

L. Observed RESULTS OF BOwBING: (Far this plane or §tn§;~s) L

. Own Bombg: WMM—#M W
Other Bombing: M MW&/W
.5, Any PHOTOGRAPHS taken: Yes? No? ¢ '
6. GROUND TARGETS A1TACKTD BY GUNFIRE &N RESULTS:

7. ROUTE (If different than ordered) (If abORTIVE give time, place, height of
L turn; reason for returning early, and disposition of boubs.)

8. LEATHER: (If it affected mission) W

9. FLaL: Enéounte_red\on ﬁaty\}but, at target and on way home,

Time Place Height Type (light, Color Location Accuracy
of - .- hedyy). intense, of Bursts in re-
a/C modérate or Bursts lation to A/C
“-slight.
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‘ 10, .Y FIGHTSR Ofv-wSiTION:
, M/’Zm, Loneaded —adacls - ato oo o]
: (Estimated total muwber of £/h seen) . (T pes)

A—ai?MM%{M

(Locefion and lergth of figut)

@JM@M dpp U ;g

s o loa e
/

fS5a5 !

(Pactics of L/a)

v// L A‘ f—' CLaIiS :

UTIVE QRDER 12356, Section 3.3,

DuSTROYED 0
% { ' o st PROBABLY a
N IR . y , i
DiACED__ 2

..... p N (#ill out nmediately
sejarite CLale O for
each claim,

1, FIGHTER SUPPORT W ZA/M MM 41/ /p«{/L a—//wc
Aﬂm&@ MJ

oSétVATI;N Lxlve TILE, PLACE, hI‘ILr[ (List any observations of wilitary

importanze such as balloons, dccows, dwanies, camouflage, smoke screens, cnamy
signals; activity at airdromes, ports, water-ways, roads, railroad yards; con-
centrations of vehicles, troops, vessels; landmarks, new enemy installations,

f

|

i.

k } ) . (Our defensive action)

| |

! i
|
|
|

—

DECLASSFIED PER
- w KL

.13, --INCID:NTS TO FRIENDLY A/C (If one of our A/C lost, state whether by A.a.,
E/4 Action, Accident or Undetermined CdUSG)

Wy 7/M M/*——M i 2 S S

© name, posi ticn 1n n/C t)pe of injury, how

e, 2 .
15, DilAGT 2 10 AL:

6.

17, 0" COLEWLFE  (any (dnusual incidents? any suggestions?)
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