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© SUBJECT: Intelligence Narrative

Mission: STRRTIN, 11 April, L1944
TO ¢ Communding Qfficer, 306th Bombardment Group (1), APO 557

1. HNarralive
Tuke off al 0739 hows. gEnglish couut at Orfordness at 0912 hours.
Enemy coust at 5231N-O0L34LE at 0949 hours. Slightly south of briefed course
to 5215H-11478 at 1126 hours, to 5130N-13L5E to Yorau which wus obscured by
clouds. After & 270 degroe turn to the right, north over Prankfurt a, Oder

- to an I.P. at 5320N-1410% at 1250 hours. i run was started toviards politz

but &t 1252 hours the Group swung on & hoading of 115 degress to Stettin at
1255 hours. North to 5430N-1L55 E to 55204-1230% to 59204-1115E to Bugenkop
to 5LLON-0850E where the.Dunish coust wus crossed at 1509 hours. English
coast at Cromer at 1723 hours. Landed at Buse at 1812 hours.

2. Fighter Opposition and Fighter Su gppty - R A

(D 306th flew 19 a/g s Low Group and 7 ¢/¢ us leud Squadron of high
Group of LOth Combat Wing é—)'rwant.y single engines made first attack at 1037
houra weet of Hunnover. Attack was sizmultansous by all 20, from high above,
heuad on, As one pilot suld, "Pighters came in u rayged ygroup and hoswed the
whole outfit." oOur ifc 385, lead plune of the high Group, was severaly hit,
and the navigator and bomburdier of the #7 plune in the saco squadron were
killed on this pass. Aboul 1100 hours, B-2L stragglers were obsorved and ap—
parently our fighter escort went to their aild, for tharo were no tighters with
this formation ut thut time. The second uttuck sturtod 1104, and ror sbout
four minutes 3 miles north of Brunswick, 40 e/a, in fours ubreuast, swept
through the high group froa 12 to 2 o'clock high. Two 306Lh u/c were shot
down froa the high UGroup on this atluck, thy lecd a/c previously dusuiged and
our 019 leading the second elewont, (Attention is druwn Lo our report on
Harch 29th mission to Brunswick, It i suggouted taut very probably the same
onemy forwations were engaged, Judging from similurity of tactics ana area
whoere interception wus mude.) Fighter support ws excelleni until Hanover
nhen it dwindled entiraly, P-51's roappeuring sl the briofed turget wvout 1208
and continuing to the Dunish coust, where P-38's fuiled to appeur. Two T/B
planes truiling our formation for ten minutes, und sometimss hanging below
&8 if for stragglers, were finally driven off wnd believed shot down by
P-51's at about 1210 hours. Near Hannover four Me 109's were reported to
drop bombs from 1500 foet above formation but these exploded harmlessly more
than 1000 feet above. A totul of about 75 o/o eneny Lighters was seen,
Ue 109's and FW's, some with red stripes around the cockpit, others with
& red spot like the Jupanesw maurking on the left of the fusaeluge. Ve
claim 4-0-2-1. ¥hen the formution was attucked for second time nesr Bruns-
wick, Foxhiole Leader called enemy planes out as p-5l's, und sald not to
shoot) luter when real P-51's cume close to the formation they were vigorous-
ly shot at.

3. A.A. CGun Pire

A.A, fire wus accurate on this Group st Dummer Lake, Hannover
and Stettin und was observed all along the route. it Stettin, rocket was
observed with large yellowish-white plume; four bulls were thrown out, each
of which exploded separately. Seven of theso bursty vere observed. Some
of the A.A, gun fire north of Dusmer Lake burst with a flash of red flame,
rather than the usual black or white smoke bursta. Of 24 A/C returning, 20
were damaged by A,A. gun fire, 8 seriously., Totil battle damage was 11
slight, 11 serious, only 2 A/C showing no dumuge. Chaff was thrown out for
about 6 minutes before target und at other occasional spots on route, but
crows state all ships did not discharge at sume Lime. Lead navigator, how-
over, culled for its use at Ijmuiden on Dutch coust on way in and believes
it was effective.

L Bomtiiﬁ
n spite of two attewpts, it was impossible to boab primary

due to 0/10 oloud cover. Yilng mede & £70 to the Tight, tlew over Frank-
fortam Oder and proceeded toward secondury. Using P'renzleu as an I.P,, Wing
proceeded toward secondary whioh waa soen and identified, As run progressed

it becane upparant that secondary could not by boubod vioually due to u shelf
of oloud, end Wing Leador twned off to boab Stettin, Shrike photographs
show good concentrublon du buldt-up wou approxtautoly ono ad one=half miles

W0t of the Stebbiner Oderverke,



5. Leaflets
A/C II3-a dropped 50 parcels of G 33's at last resort - Stettin.

6. ¥eather
Weather was 10/10 over Channel and aloost parfact over the
continent until Central Germany, when cumulus begun to build up, until at
I.P, for the primary it wus 8/10. Cloud prevented visual bombing at both

primary and secondary,

7. Observations

Pictures being forwarded include good covarage of dock area at
Stettin and show concentrations of naval and merchant shipping.
Swedish broadcusting stations were used to check bearings by four of our a/c,
three checking on MAIMO and one on STOCKHOLM. ALl navigators concverned
report good results.
Engineering reports a new type of battle damage - & 20mm shell that seoms to
gombine high explosive and incendiary action, still burning after the explosion.

‘Ona vertical stabilizer has hole about two foet long, one foot wide. Two

brownish, black smudges as large as hole appear beyond edge of damage. No
odor, Photos will follow.

Balloons were seen on dam aoross Elbe River northeast of Magdeburg; also

at Brunewick, Hannover, and Furstenburg, 5209N-LLLOE. Smoke screens were
observed NE and NW of Brunswick along Elbe canal. Seven large A/C, painted
blue, were seen on airdrome at 5325N-1413%. Twenty sllver fighters on air-
drome near Hannover. Pifteen fighters on alrdrome near Qschersleben. Six-
teen four-engine A/C on airdrome neur Frankfurtem Oder at 52204-14L408,
Nineteen twin-engine A/G on airdrome near Burg, 5216N-1155E.

8. OQur A/C in Distlress
Pilot Opdyke, 4/C § 385-U, was hit in first attack. During
second attack pilot's window was seen to be broken and it is felt pilot was
probably injured. Co-pilot motioned for deputy to take over and A/C teld

[
Pilot Ahlstrom, A/0 # 019-Q, during second attack left wing was seen to be
on fire. ship exploded. No chutes.

9. Other A/C in Distress
1038 hours, B-2L, down in spin and exploded. No chutes seen,

1043 hours, P=47, in spin and crashed. No chute seen. :
1052 hours, B~17, going down burning. No chuteu seen.
1056 hours, B~17, in flames. 8ix chutes.
1100 hours, B-24, in spin and on fire. Ko chutes soen.
1117 hours, B~17, on fire, broke in half, MNo chutes seen,
1120 hours, B-17, hit ground and exploded. Pive chutes seen.
1130 hours, B-17, on fire. No chutes seen.
1130 hours, B-24, on fire. No chutes seen.
132}, hours, B~17, believed “Domino R - Robert™ told to go to Sweden. One
engine feathered, one win .
1533 hours, B-17, turned back towards eneny coast.

10, Adirborne A/C Retur Early
: A/C # 055-l, PIlot sutton, tuwmed back at 0831 hours, over
Bletchly. Brought back 10 x 500, .
A/C # 158-3, Pilot Jones, turned back at 0900 hours at 5150N=-0010E. Instru-
ment malfunction, Brought back 10 x 500,

11 Diagatchad'ﬁtgc Returning Farly
0 J, PLot Rehn, turned back at 1058 hours, about 15

miles N.E, of Hannoverj # 3 engine knooked out by flak. Jettisoned 10 x 500.
Two P-47's gave him close support almost to coast.

JOHN A. BAYRNSPATHER,
Major, AC,
Group 5-2,
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AIRCRAFT COMBAT MISSION REP&

1L April, 1944
| l (DATE) —
SQDN.[ TYPE | SERIAL |FLAK | 200 | .303| 50c4L | S0caL! ' | Davs
3l a/c | o, ! SHELL | ST
™ I CASES ! _Iii~0p
§§! 367th | G [42-31758 | xx Tls April
Zé N ¢ l2-97259 |xx: 13 April
‘.‘i g i G 42=31726 | X X2 April
8 G W2-31z69 |x 12 APRIL
% g G |42-32099 (X 13 April
E _ ‘11 : G |42-37840 |x 12 April
\{\3 G -97133 | XX 14 April
§§ ’; 268th | G 142.97237 | X 12 April
% I‘ 1 G -31158 Aborftion -|Instrum 1function, 12 April
Q<" / G 42-3-7243 X . 12 April
l“'s.} i @ - 42=-38155 | XX Returned earl 18 April
' G k232113 | x 12 April
- 1 G XX 13 AFRTIL
_' H‘ G X 12 april
I, 'ﬁ@é%h G MISSENG INJACTIONB:
*;:3 ‘/|1,1 — G X 12 Apr
~§ = G XX 12 April
b % G MISSING IN ACTION
< ‘/’ G NO BAFTLE DAMAGE
| G NO BAFTLE DAMAGE |
:1\; G Lfrmm AT FJuULéHAM LE DAMAGE Indef.
423rd G 1X . 12 April
G - 6 | XX 12 April
G 2-31737 | X 12 April
G Y 2.107055 |Aborted
G . 2=07250 .9 ¢ 12 April
G 2=31539 { XX ; 13 April
- G . 2w3]1897 X ! 12 April
W
TOTAL SEVERE  SLIGHT FLAK  20MM ,303 50Cal 50cal
T 11 19 2 Sholl
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SUBJECT: Evaluated E/A Encounters - lission = Cottbus/Sorau - 11 April 194k.

0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 9lst Bombardment Group, APO 557, (Attni S=2).
n "

" [ 92nd " n f
" ] 305“1 0 n n " ] 1"
1] n 306@ " " " n " n

APO 557 D-0-1
17 April 194k

" n 351_31; " " - ] " n 1
" " 3818t- " n " n n L
n ] L01st ] n " " " n
n ] 2'571;11 " n " n n "

Returned herewith your evalunted E/A encounters with lst Gomb-
ardment Division Tabulation of E/A Encounters with respect to the mission
of 11 April 1944 - Cottbus/Sorau.

By Command of DBrigadier General WILLIALS:

2 Incls;
Incl 1 - Bveluated E/A Encounters,
Incl 2 - 1lst Bombardment Division Tabulation of E/A Encounters.
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(Give position, time, altitude, full lst Lt. G. D+ Swan - ~7 Pilot
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Position in A/C

Other A/C firipg at the same time?

Definitely dsmaged « probable.

5, Comments of the interrogator:

Interrogator_

If formation was very diff- Time

erent from standard, show on
back of sheat. L. Kavensugh

CONFIDENTIAL



B . ‘ @N JQE\QRAL

cmui_g_mg Date )1 Aprid,10Wk
. Squadron ' 369 Place where attacked _Hennover ares.
A/C No,___168 : © Tiie_ 1108 ‘Height_ 15,000

1. Story of the atback:~ Several J¥ 150s came is head on over our right
wing ag closo as 130 yis, Top twret gannsy got BfA in sighte end fired
tursts. B/A nosed wp in adr; Nlack sacke cape out of engine end

coclpit., B/A spun towsrds earth and tedl gusner sev pilot bail out.

IM
oSt

apsaeararnts!

{Include above how E/A altacked; how close he cdis; viicie ha-
hit; how much he was damaped; and how he looiced Tved going away)

2, Diagram of attack: on Dig{@. show,
: / 4, which of our »/C was attacked;

X
: X X
X X
( X

b, Direction of E/A attack;
¢, Sun position,

® X Data_on Combat

X X a, our heuding

X X . X b, visibility

X X c. type of E/n_
d. level of attack;

From high above Otclock

level Olcleek

3, Our Gun Positions Firing on E/a. (Checl)cf belew Otelock
' i Cne) very lew Olclock
Names 3/55‘. M‘ ‘o M .

- Positions Top turret
' 4, If E/A was Shot Down or Dameged:
Corroborated by ';‘!" Falaer
Position in A/C Tal) gmuar
Other A/C firipg at the same time?

|

5. Comments of the interrogater: Dastroyed...

If formation was very diff- Time ._Interrogator
eront frokr stoandsod, shos on

back of sheet, bLt. Kevanaugh.

nnMEINENTIAL




Date
. Squadron_" 369 : Place where attacked_W.K. of Erenswiok
A/C Noi_ S5&M © "Time YMO& - yeight 5,

Story of the attack:-  About NO 4/0 (150s) case: tirough from 12 o'cloch

_;,vmmtmuumdum«mmmmowwm;-
redio wev 3% smoking bedly, then as be weot by tell hie ving etarted |

ocllepse ent blev off wnd A/C plunged down, o CLAU
K ey ——rw“w

(Include above how E/A at,tat.ked, liow close he = i.iere he was
hit; how much he w was damared; and how he looked ar. acted going away)

2, Diagram of attack: On Diagram. show,
4, which of our »/C was attacked;
fx b, Direction of E/a attack;
: ® X ¢, Sun position,
X X
X X X X X " Data on Combat
X X X a., our heading
X X . X b, visibility
) X X ¢, type of E/a IS0
d, level of attack; .
. From high above O'clock
' level Y€ Otcleck
3+ Our Gun Positions Firing on E/a. (Check belew - Oteleck
) ver Yelock
vames  B/8ah. V. V. Michalets One) very lew___0'clock

Pesitions__ Sop Swret

L, If E/A was Shot Down cr Dameged:
Corroborated by t/8g8. 9. 3, King
Position in A/C Esdio operetor
Other A/C firipg at the same time?

5. Comments of the interrogator:_ Desttoyed

If formation was very diff- Tine o Interrogator_
erent from standard, show on Paol
back of shset., ’ Osps,

ANBFIRER T Al



.\~

CONFIDEN 1AL

COLBAT FORM | ‘
Group___ 306 . Date_ 11 April 16Ul
Squadron__ 367 . Place whers attacked_ mesr Haihover
A/C No,___ 2980 v Time M0 - Height 15,000

1. Story of the attack:~ ‘Aboub 20 WB 100s caxs around froml ofcloek -
to 11, thon around to T ofclock, kept hosing Ms from 1) to 7, ks

- d s A AG
(Include above hou BE/A attacked; how close he caL'; where he was

hit; how much he was damaged; and how he looked and acted going away)

2, Diagram of attack: On Diagram, show,
: a, which of our A/C was attacked;
X b. Direction of E/a attack;
X X ¢. Sun pogition.,
X X '

X x X Data on Combat .
X @ * X a. our heading 9%
X b, visibility

X X ¢, type of E/a §ORX09

d, level of attack;
From high abovea Olelock
leval XWT0! clock

3+ Qur Gun Pesiticns Firing on E/a. (Check belaw 0'clock
Ofclock

One) ~ery lew

Names  8/8gb. 4. B. Bakew —
Positions Left waisd

L. If E/A was Shot Down er Damaged:
Corroborated by 8/8gh. 0. D. Otialley

Position in A/C Radio operator

Other A/C firing at the same time?

5. Comments of the interrogator: Daxaged
If formation was very diff- Time - Interrogatar
erert from standard, show on -
back of sheet. Caps. Pool
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pean o TR AET

CORBAT FORM

Group 25 Date_ 33 April JGH

Squadron____ 367 . Place where attacked Deer Brunswick
a/C Noi, 25-0 " Time__ 1120 " Height 15,000 |

). Story of the attack:~ 20 W8-109e caxe sround. from 1 o'olodk to 1,
thsa svourd $0 seven. Fosal-cuo o9 he ceme Yy. B/A's englve started
snoking sod then lost sight of hia, NO_CLAIM

A-2, 1.8.W.

a0sesssnamecisuas

—oeenosrnseaiones.

{Include above how B/A attacked; how close he came; where he was
hit; how much he was damaged; and how he looked and acted going away)

2, Diagram of attack: On_Disgram, show.
a. whach of our A4/C was attacked;
X b, Direction of E/a attack;
X X ¢, Sun position,
X X
X X X X X Data on Combat
X ® X X a. our heading 900
X X X b, visibility
X X c, type of E/a
d, level of attacii
. From high above O'clock
. level Otcleock
3, Our Gun Pesiticns Firing on E/a. (Checl): below Otclock
. One) very lew QO'clock
Names BjSgh. 3. J. Behev —_—
Positions___keft waish
4, If E/A was Shot Down cr Damaged:
Corroborated by, 8/8gh. G, D, O'Nalley
Position in A/C Relie eperator
Other A/C firing at the same time?
5., Comments of the interrogator: No dsin
If formation was very diff- Time Interrogataor_

erent from standard, show on
back of sheet. = Caph. Peol
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