RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and give)
(to Russ Strong at the Las Vegas reunion, or mail to his ad-)
(dress: 5323 cheval Pl., Charlotte, NC 28205 )

Date completed AL i <& /g\g
LAST NAME: (,(—/JC‘_ (Rt FIRST NAME: ,Jox/A) L () £ Title: /A4
Street address: -5 0 5 @J B2 7S /)tg/{r‘é:v Telephone: (703) 7 35 75/2 72
City, state, zip: [/ EA/R/A VA 17 /.,';._)

FRat
Date of birth: -~ 3//0 L Wife's name: (E‘u N CE @7 /{A/‘Dé .!uf’UK//
~BA  SA~N FRANCE SCO SRTE Gy« VeRS //Year(s)

egree(s

~NA uny oF Marye mm
Last employment & job title: — “74C CUV!{“— We R 7“’[’"}‘0() /’Lf _)

College(s) attended

ELEQTED) O FIHCIAL - TIwRy (QUNCILmAN (778-1F S
Year joined 306th Association: V% 76

Reunions attended: (by year or location) O/f,?/];‘//f /. O SH nGTON [):.‘/‘ rﬁt’” VKC‘;AB

; A1/ ‘/”Gi'ﬂt\/—f”
Serial #: /C\./Cf) /QSC) Sqdn: %{)6 Spec1ality (7/0(:4/{7( on §
Date joined 306th: TN /‘fﬁ//g If combat, what crew?

Special duties or assignments w/306th: Gﬁ@ U‘/O ¢)/Z7¢f*ﬂr?'77¢3 ~ S
If commicsioned w/206¢ th, date & spacialey:

Date departed: A/ /77/7’# 5/ Highest rank/grade w/306th: \gﬂ/_"/;" 5\417('6‘6/?/"(7—

—Other—8thAlunits-served—withs _comm, q/J()//\/() EE (‘t‘.f( 7‘/{:( T Q\)(,f.fff),(dn/g

7 - AFROTC —ENSTAucTO LR prvio EmD
VE R {’_)f a9 A V4 rf/h"' L) F{(’é/?
Top service assigrnments after 306th: /I’/A/\/ﬂocﬁ’. ‘2-.{:: ;ff,?‘;,fz/{é r(:),iﬁr /&L(ﬁgf)r\/

USAF retirement date: G 7/ Rank/grade:
[

AN . 7 GOl

Most memorable experience w/306th: (use back of sheet, too) R e
FLEW ONE M(SS/ony AS A CuwNER (< e K ouT B

7

iR/ G- A Vera)), Aounds m7To 7THE CHANNE( oN WAY A
LEMP=s &) WNDER K 1TILE Ko win fEOLn0 e e (el

In the continuing search for 306th people, please inform the secretary as to any > §
persons you know from the 306th who are not listed in the 1988 directorv:  con- L..)\ N e



DONALD E. UPCHURCH

505 ROBERTS DRIVE
VIENNA, VIRGINIA

22180
Telephone:
June 3, 1980 WEB-7422

Area Code 703

Dear Russ

We got the 306TH ECHOES last week and are now enjoying it. | thought |
would submit some names for the various positions, as | realize you have
performed a tremendous feat with your effort so far.

One of the Provost Marshals was Major John T Stanko, during mid-1943. He was
accidentally injured by a gun shot wound in the fall of 1943. Someone else
must have been put in the job.

Lt Col Early W Kesling was the Group Operations Officer sometime after
Major Thomas Witt, and perhaps after Lt Col Chalfant. ! worked there and
have no doubt about this. | was sorry to see that he is now deceased.

SO 258, Oct 8, 1945, para 4 appointed Major Richard J Hynes as CO of the
368th.

Same SO shows Floyd Williams Jg, Ist Lt as the Adjutant of the Station since
he signed the SO, SO 273, 23 Oct 45, shows Capt Joseph Davidoff as Station
Adjutant, signing the SO.

The 449th Subdepot later became the 414th Air Service Group.

First CO of the 4th Sta Compl Sq was Major H. M, Braddock. The Sq arrived on
Thurieigh June 7, 1943. Lt Eubank was the Adjutant, later transferred in
England to the Infantry, and was kilied at Normandy June 1944,

| assume most of your reconstruction of positions has come from Special Orders.
I'11 be on the lookout for other material and will send you.



17 September 1980

Mr. Donald E. Upchurch
505 Roberts Drive
Vienna, VA 22180

Dear Don:

It has been a long time since I've gotten back to you, but I hope you are still
able to help with some of the research.

I have been back to Archives since talking with you and sorted out a lot of the
questions that I had. But, as always, about the time I was ready to leave I
found the key to some of my problems, and was unable to get to the material at
the late hour.

I searched all of the 306th materials (mission report) files, and so I am sure
the material is not there. Some of it {is nowhere to be found.

But, the 8th AF mission report files do have copies of a lot ofgstuff which I
do need. Basically, I am looking for mission reports, or they may be called
intelligence summaries. I would also 1ike engineering reports where I am con-
cerned with crews. The 8th AF mission reports, at least in 1943, have crew
lists.

You will need to go to the National Records Center in the Federal Center at
Suitland, MD. This huge building is in a far corner of the complex there. When
you enter, be sure to register your car in the first room to the left of the en-
trance. &hen you go the other way to room 105 and present yourself. Tell them
what you want and they will bring boxes to you for you to search.

When you find something, they have paper markers and you also have to make out

a 1ist of the items. When you have completed all of this, and it may well take

you more than one trip, you can either pay them, and then call me and I'11 send
you a check, or you can call me with necessary identification numbers, and I
send them a check. Pages cost 15¢ each for xeroxing when they do not have to do
the searching. Otherwise it is 25¢ per page.
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Out of this, I would think you might find $15 or $20 worth of material. I spent
two dsays there, and it cost me $35.

You will find the files flascinating, and its a real nostalgia trip, but also a
lot of fun.

Also, you-have carte blanche to include any items you think I might be interested
in. I have extensive files, and would not be upset by buying an item twice. I've
done it several times myself.

As tol dates on my list, I'm American, and the files are d one British style.
Also, if you feel you do not have time to get involved, just let me know and 1 will
understand. If you want to take someone along, you might give Dave MacGhee a call.
He'd be entertaining, to say the least.

If you want to discuss this any further, give me a call. Home 616/344-6466, office
616/383-6160/

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong



306th 8th AF
Date Items wanted Box # Mission Rpts
12/19/42 Crgw 1ists for McKesson, McKee, Nygaard ' 178 X
3/1/43 Wounding of Lt. Warner 178
4/3/43 Data on fighter attack 177 X
8/3/43 Intelligence summary X
11/11/43 Intelligence Summary X
2/22/44 Intelligence Summary, all crew lists X
3/6/44 AA Adams crew, Ehrler's crew X
3/8/44 X
5/1/44 wounding of Sgt. R. W. Russel 172 X
5/10/44 Lt. Blatnica ] . 172 X
engineering
5/13/44 Mission summary, -pex&izass report X
Hanson's crew, Kesling's crew
5/24/44 Mission report (inkelligence} X
5/29/44 Fighter claims, McKinngy's crew X
6/21/44 Mission report, engineering report X
Crews for Niblack, Rehn, Gribovicz, Adam
7/12/44 Mission report X
7/20/44 Mission report, Frazee's crew, Kata's crew X
8/13/44 Engineering Report X
8/25/44 Any info on Sgt. D. S. Dyckeman, X
Martin's crew
8/26/44 Sgt. D. E. McCarthy, Sgt. S. D. Bennett X
9/13/44 Brown's crew, Nattier's crew X
10/18/44 Doman's crew, Lt. Brown (369th) X
11/21/44 Intelligence Rpt, Petereon's crew X
11/30/44 Brown's crew, V. L. Rasmussen X
12/5/44 Lead crew, Marsh's death, Balcom's crew X
12/21/44 Crew that ditched, (any data and list) X
12/28/44 Reioux's crew X



12/29/44

2/15/45
3/2/45

4/17/45
4/19/45

Intelligence summary, Magee's crew,
W. J. Davis' crew

Crews for McGahan, Carder, Sandercock, Wood
Intelligence summary
Shepard's crew

Hi1l's créw

> > > >



DONALD E. UPCHURCH
505 ROBERTS DRIVE
VIENNA, VIRGINIA

22180
Telephone:

WEB-7422
Area Code 703

6. 5/29/44 Fighter claims Lt C C McKinney's

crew, 369th Sq
In Box 171 where the Interrogation

Forms would be to reveal this, |
could not find the Msn Folder for
5/29. Apparently this is mis-filed
in some other box. On the mission
the day before, 5/28, the Group
made noclaims. Sorry.

Mr Lewis, the Cemter person who handles Air Force requests, said he had not
got around to copying the previous 86 pages | ordered. But would try fo
get them soon. I will phone him now and then, to move things along.

| spent $12.90 last month, plus .60 this time, total $13.50.

As soon as | get the copies will ship them to you.

(] '

f Jn



13 February 1981
Dear Don:

1 can only say thank you, thank you for your efforts. One of
the great frustrations is trying to run down the little things,
none of which are really very important.

A very great problem in the research has been the incomplete and
inaccurate recordings of names and events in the Squadron histor-
ies. These have often sent me off on wild goose chases, only to
find that the Squadron intelligence officer assigned to write the
Squadron diary wasn't really paying attention to his job.

How one wishes there had been & trained group historian who hed
access to all kinds of data and could have immediately sifted the
important from the trivial., It would have helped a great deal.
One also wonders from time to time what happened to material that
shéuld be in the mission files at Archives. 1 assume some of it
has been misfiled, but I would quess that sometimes something was
removed at Thurleigh and never properly refiled.

1f 1 lived close by and had the time 1 could spend weeks at Archives
ssarching out some of the things. But probably they won®t get the
space in the book commensurate with the time spent,

Enclosed is a check to cover the cost of the materials which you
have ordered, and again I thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely yours,



8 April 1981
Dear Don:

I am making use of the materials you sent, and as I work back

through the manuscript I am finding little things that 1 would
like to clatify. Thus far there are two items which you may be
able to clear up soms time,

1) J. L. Johnson's crew, shot down 22 June 43, I do not have
the full crew list, They were a very new crew, eand I do not
have any orders with their names on. This was ths famous mise
sion to Huls, evidently one of the more damaging ones flown
in this period. Don't even know first names, except for ons.

2) 20 July 43, 423rd navigator and bombardier wounded, Don't know
names, or anything about wounds,

If you could find anything, it would be best just to copy it doun,
rather than trying to have materials copied.

Reqrite of baogk is moving along, now on chapter 10, but I°'ll1 be
adding and changing things right up to the time it goes to the
printer. j B '
Sinceralygyburg;

i
1

{



DONALD E. UPCHURCH

5056 ROBERTS DRIVE
VIENNA, VIRGINIA

22180
Telephone:
March 26, 1981 WEB8-7422

Area Code 703

Dear Russ
We received all our copies, and believe we have got about 98% of what you
wanted. | have marked each page in RED ink, and made a note or two on

some of them, to explain,

Finally, located Blatnica's wound. It did not occur on recalled mission,

but on a regular mission of May 9, 1944,

Other comments:

5/29/44 Mission folder missing out of Box 171, where it should
have been. Re: Fighter claims, McKinney's crew.

8/26/44 Apparently | have wrong Bennett. See note on 8/26/44 material.
12/5/44 Nothing on Marsh's death. Suspect this was handled by
Group Personnell, to War Department |ike any other ground
death.
12721744 Crew that ditched. Absolutely blank on this. Did check

mission folders for 12/12; 12/15; 12/18; 12/24; 12/28.
Note minor changes of dates. Your dates were off here and there.

Good luck on your book. Hope the enclosed helps. |f you need any refinement,,

let me know. L{G\ﬁjuﬁ

! j €~ I\J._, @ ""'(,.;W'\ u{wf



DONALD E. UPCHURCH

505 ROBERTS DRIVE
VIENNA, VIRGINIA
22180

Jan 9,

Dear Russ

| have finished most of the research on your request.
We spent 5 weeks in England last October,

get started until this week.

g\
|7

WEB8-7422
Area Code 703

o

7’

1G81

| was not able to

made the Orlando reunion, then | had to go to New York for several days on

business, on two occasions.

I have ordered copies of 86 pages.

They will be sent in 3 to 5 weeks, according

to the man in Room 105, though he personally does not do the copying,

| need some clarification from you

Your first 4 days were a bit off.
The next 3 proved to be 3 January
and 8 Mar 43 (not Aug 3d).

to finish up a few items.

The first should be Dec 20, 42, not Dec [9th.
( not Mar | ), 4 March (not Apr 3],

Need clarification of the following, and | can finish up

l. 5/10/44

Lt Blatnic
7 (Zf-w_, y Mot o ;MJ
A .~
“ﬁj/wﬂi 4 Info on Sgt D S

T2. 8/25/44

G .S . Dykewaw

gy

4 77/%"”'

3. B/26/44

4. 12/5/44 Marsh's death

G—

There was no mission on May |0th, except
a recalled one, which was not credited.
Lt L P Blatnica 368th appears on the
crew list for a May 9th mission. What
is the info you want?

Dyckeman, Mardtin's craw

Could not find a Dyckeman on Martin or any
crew on 8/25 or a few missions before or
af ter. There is a SSGT E F Dickhaus

on P H Martin's crew on 8/25 mission.
Clarify.

Sgt D E McCarthy, Sgt S D Bennett

| assume you want any unusual act of these
two, | did identify their crew in the

8 AF Hq files, but did not check the IXX
series boxes ( that series is really

306 Gp Hq Intell files). | will check there.

Marsh's name did not appear on 12/5 crew lists.
It did on a 12/3 mission, but no acft, or
at least his, were lost. I have yet to
check the IXX series |( GP intell files).

Please clarify date. Lt J D Marsh was
368th pilot in 12/3 mission.



5. 12/21/44 Crew that ditched. There was no 12/2] mission.
Was this a ftraining flight?
I checked missions before and
after without success.

There are three major sets of files at the Center

8th AF HQ - numbered at least for the 306th in the
1500 range. | used boxes 1525 +thru 1534 ,
At 8 AF Hq apparently they kept each Group's
mission submittals filed by that Group
designation.

306th Gp Operations Mission Reports
These are separate mission folders, one for

each mission; inside on top is the Gp Ops
typed report of that mission, underlying is

all backup: field order, route flown, fuel
consumed, formation diagrams, efc. Prepared by
$5--3

306th Gp Intelligence Mission Reports

These are like the Gp Ops files, but no formal
report is on top; generally there are numerous
teletypes, phoned-in reports, original sheets
on various tasks, efc These are rich because
they contain the Interrogation Sheets, the
original, as each crew was de=briefed, in the
handwriting of the interrogation Intell.

of ficer who signed the rear at the bottom.
These sheets show injuries, enemy acft

claimed, lots of original material, etc

They are numbered in the Ixx box series. Your
numbers 178, |77 are examples. Prepared by S-2

Let me know further about the five items above, and | will finish up. I can
hand co py these, to save time, if you wish.

L'L)A./l th»\ L\Ju 4 L’M\/”"‘“
(~ Gk "”}ﬂ"’ '\J‘L/

i)

) Uy



505 Roberts Or
Vienna, Va 22180
May 27, 1981

Dear Russ
| have been again to the Archives:

. Here is the correct crew list of ILt J W Johnson, June 22, 43
mission ( from Box 1526, Hq 8th AF ):

P | Lt J W Johnson E TSgt L B Hansen
CP  F/0 H M Dunn R TSgt R P Little
B 2Lt ES Gast G SSGT G LaRubio
N 2Lt NH Simpson¥* G SSGT D O'Connor
G SSGT M Shuta
G SSGT R G Bel

Aircraft 42-3209 367th Squadron

# Last month | sent you basically the same names, except the Navigator
was from the 368th Squadron. That |ist came from the June 13th mission folder.

2. Finally, located entry on wounds of Sgt S D Bennett on August 26,
1944 mission. On the reverse of the Interrogation Form, pilot 2d Lt R J
Chrisjohn is this entry: { from Box 171 )

" 14, Injuries to Crew: Slight plexiglass cut over eye (SSgt
S D Bennett ) ¥

{ on front of form Bennett was in Bombaralier position )

" |5, Damage to Alrcraft: Minor Flak "

3. July 20, 1943 - 423d navigator and bombardier wounded.

No mission on July 20, 1943, Last month | sent the entry from July 17,
1943 mission concerning wounds ¢6 Bombardier F/0 W F Wagner, as given on
reverse of the Interrogation Form, Today, | searched further for a wounded

d i J d d .
AAQUV’G#??%?Z?””; ier on missions before and after July 20, but couid find nothing

Hope this clears things up a bit.

i Cﬂfj\’ﬂ '
sin Upcln Aoy
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DONALD E. UPCHURCH
505 ROBERTS DR.
VIENNA, VA. 22180

Russell A. Strong, Secretary
306th BG Association

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval PI.
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GROOM FLY

IT started in 1944 and began again on
Thursday, Eunice Isaac, the 17-year-
old British Home Stores girl, married
American serviceman Don Upchurch
in a wartime ceremony at Luton
Parish Church. With the help of
the Herald, bridesmaids and old
friends were traced and Don and
Eunice returned to England (o re-
affirm their vows last week. Here
we record their big day, second
time round.

IT WAS so different 40 years
before.

Eunice, the GI bride, borrowed a
wedding dress from her next door
neighbour, Joan Champkin, in Leagrave
Road.

Joan, now Russell, is

still in Luton and living

; in Clevedon Road. She
said: ““I‘ve still got the
remains of the wedding
dress. 1 cut it down to

%%‘f§§§}§§§8§§§>?§§igé’f>§9~§’ make my daughter's
= -§§_"gz'§.gm;g 5'3@_,'—.'_'0-; ga gqi_m,‘f‘,gm — m Christening robe.””
2 A e RRAVGEE st e s R EE X [ o T There was nothing
“ S3E° 387 i FRZnSZZE = make-do about last
g 2% S35 EzZw3’385EsEE 3 D & s OiE o
Ea =] a2 0 Do Bap83R3 jig week's occasion when
o - gz 2 ga _ggz.f'ﬁagﬁ:?@‘s.gm (- - Don and Eunice Up-
= ;:1 Ugggggné §f§g§'3§ x E‘_’_ E | =1 church stepped from the
~ b E?Ewgg._:gr 2Egigm €. "33 W bright autumn after-
g 28 gagzgoggd 285975s5E a§a noon into the white
marble surroundings of
Luton Parish Church.
This time Eunice wore
£ Fr ES 353F EZDFPSRIf RIS B Creams polyester setln
$355% 5808 FYFER2R3 T I5EY et bt SR
?_?.Eﬁg_:_-'aiﬁaan #P3es°3acIgalER which came to a two-tier
S25° A78o28°%238 mFPPE-F2R2:z-%, frill just below the knee.
/ g=; = Eﬁangs’“iz'ig.gg,: 50;535_,? Over the top of the
/ 2 23 :."Eggé._ag_g&!-gn‘ E;-E_"‘g_g;ﬁ.g sleeveless dress was a
{ $ue 58 ggoi ,-,E,-.gg:-cmz"gg-g-f, @ \ cream chiffon fitted
; 253 3= 335353“' 3??3553' :-g=§m over-dress with leg-of-
Tl =§' Eg%%ogi ¥ u'&gﬁ"g‘g Egamé ~._  muttonsleeves.
2% 5§ Fe wmERR ASAPES 5585z The chiffon had a

small oval design
appliquéd all overit.-

® Nostalgic . sounds! Maurice Jones
back on the piano.

o

2
®iced one!

Don and Eunice cut the
cake.
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PRAY IT

AGAIN
SAM ...

UNCLE SAM was responsible for
Don Upchurch’s visit to Britain in
1944.

He met Eunice Isaac and the couple
married. After they re-affirmed their
vows on Thursday, Eunice said: *‘It is
so romantic and exciting. I wanted to re-
Im:- the b:ggeslslep I made in my life.

*“l was much more
relaxed the second time
around. | may have
looked nervous. 1 was
shivering from the draft
in the church.

“Last time 1 didn't
quite know what (o

Joyce Royle.

expect. During this ser-
vice I could think about
the first time and the
wonderful marriage we
have got. 1 could relate
with every word the vicar

wassaying."
Don said: ‘It was
marvellous, the cere-

mony brought back so

® Bridesmaid
Eileen Humphries

many memories. When
we came over earlier in
the year [ was sure we
had made the right
decision to celebrate the
anniversary in this way.

‘““Thanks to the
Herald we've managed
to get in touch with so
many of those who were
at the original do."”

Seventy people were
there, 20 of them
original guests.

[ ] Flashbackl Don and Eumce flrst time

round.
Don added: *‘It's lastweck.
comforting to know that The BBC news maga-
the marriage is lasting. zine programme,

Things are so unsure the
first time. You can relax
and enjoy the day just
like everyone else the
second time.”

The couple left for a
holiday in Edinburgh,
the scene of the first
honeymoon.

@ The Herald appeared
before millions on TV

London Plus, presented
the story of the'Gl bride

wedding replay.
And the Herald,
which unearthed the

story and had exclusive
coverage of the initial
plans, was used to illus-
trate the report.

A copy of the paper
appeared on-screen.

® Replay! The happy couple, second
time round.

[ QU

e iy de Ay e |

1

1
. b

Couple to make sentimental journey from America .

Gl BRIDE IN WAR
s WEDDING
‘REPLAY’

v s et
wina = Lk Pl €
»
-  ————
e B 2T A‘g..- LR |

..-.n»-.«....-...u.,»-n,»_
et b Vo pge b

[ ] Flashback to June and the Herald’'s
exclusive story.




/J:H—(?;uw-{fq 2/’ /?BQ

Aow gL LSl ,4:1,\, Zzluurly A-tx_.:(/-..
,gl,w-’,my-n.b"\,. f;) Q/% ,;q.- 44:{_,0;(- MQ/
el S =
Z,wf C,U’?L«j ;

(s ﬂv«?ﬁ/(’ 7&/\1‘/\ 7
Z’/%? coikiod ATl ol . Yo

Condn I pncl 7o TUA,

z {u/u:: ) @A MCM/

oris ,1/{ Uk
6/{,}_9 (AR A | ’ N
Ce e %(F’ ,/em{.ué ‘Cgu bl d.
/(f T i {S_ C-Cf\ ‘a/(
2 Jéﬁ O~ m 30( gl d
AT

9L Ll — ot G
o "ﬁygz@f” ML“"*/%V

/Lo S

Nan é,o AR AN »



(/d_/ﬂ _/{/\-(L)\JVL AKX oyw,ek VU’J (\M T

N i '_A
D ta\,\ NS - ET Oy, B (
: J&r _ /an( ,.cbuw AN \,47 A R
_,jﬂ/\_ /\at I ARLA (N W ‘-/ (fﬂ/’\/wt,x/m

{ (AL r&kc/(—vkg:_/bb7 W_,./,/zﬂp M )
e

tlore., Jele
,LUU’%( UQ =

7 (7OM Cg c,éurb,')

Mv\cf, e
/// A

R
a/> o~ £ {L“

:"-/t(a/f‘(; UZSD 4Les L/-‘ 717

OpiS Cargoy oY

DONALD E. UPCHURCH
505 ROBERTS DR. NW.
VIENNA, VA. 22180



505 Roberts Dr

Vienna Va 22180

May 12, 1989
Dear Russ

We just got back from several weeks in the UK, and had a
good time as wusual. Eunice's home is in Luton where she has many
friends and relatives.

We visited with Gordon and Connie Richards in Oakley. There
we also met Jim Richwine ( he was at Vegas, apears in Hq 306 phoma
and his war bride. The Richards took us to a Glenn Miller concert
at Northampton, by the McVey British band. The highlight was the

presence of taree of the original Miller players.

The Richards are great hosts and do their best to show visiting
306ers the old base, the memorial, and area trips. Their '"museum"

is tops and rivals anything Duxford e¢f the Imperial War Musaeum
in London has. oR

The Gordons maintain close contact with the 306th Strat Wing
at Mildenhall, where the active duty people give them all kinds
of support. Gordon says he now needs 4 of the 306th Bomb Gp associatiow,
caps to give to the new Commander and his staff at Mildenhall, and
asked me to look into this. Do you know who has a supply of these?

Can these possibly come out of the Association treasuryf
as these surely would qualify as an official promotion. ?

At Las Vesgas there was a small PX in operation, but I don't
remember if there were any caps.

Anyway 1 would appreciate your reply and any thoughts on
getting these to Gordon and Connie. I think the Memorial dedication
is this coming weekend at Madingly Cemetery.

Let me know. Your ECHOES is better all the time.

) T ufx



@% May 1989
Dear Don:

I have checked the inventory of hats, and we are out at
the moment. As soon as we replenish, which should be some
time in the next three months, I will see that four hats:
at shipped to the Richards for distribution.

There will be no charge for them.

Glad you had another good trip to England. June and I are
planning to be there sometime in 1990. We haven't decided
yet on our time schedule, but we are hoping to stay four to
8ix weeks.

We have some visiting on the continent we want to do from a
London base, and then further exploration of England and
Scotland, as well as a lot of sightseeing in Londong itself.

The 306th organization is now planning a 1992 reunion in Eng-
land to observe the 50th anniversary of the arrival of the
Group at Thurleigh. That was a September event, with the
planes arriving generally on Monday and the ground troops on
Friday of the same week.

I'11 keep on top of the hat situation.

All the best,



14 August 1991
Dean\Don:
It was nice to hear from you, and your story on the Mission Report files.

I am sure that they all arrived at National Archives at some point, but between
the time they arrived and the time I began working in them in 1975, strange
things had happened. They may not have been very well policed because there are
missions missing in which I had a personal interest, so 1 have looked eepeatedly
during the past 16 years and have never seen these folders.

Either they have been misfiled or they have been stolemn. I know that in the 80s
Archives began to have serious problems with people walking off with the originals
and they clamped down on their rules for searching and they do not permit you to
bring in anything other than a page of notes, and they don't permit you to leave
until all of your carryout materials have been carefully checked over.

I find the rules somewhat irritating, but as long as there are people coming in
who are dishonest, I am happy that they are trying to control everything.

I learned a while ago that the similar British office discovered that one of their
regular visitors over a period of years had absconded with 15,000 pages of WWII
information. It was all recovered, but the man wasn't even jailed by the courts,
just told not to do it again.

I am still waiting for the materials I selected in early April, and they report
that the materials were copied and mailed—but I have never received them. The di-
rector of Modern Military Records says they are so short handed and crippled with
"non~workers" that it is extremely difficult to keep pace. Their requests are up
1ike 300 per cent over when I began working in the records.

I will keep on searching at Archives and at the USAF Center at Maxwell AFB, and
between the two I expect to evéntually have some kind of reports on all missions.

One of the strange things I learned a long time ago is that the Mission Loading
Lists are stored elsewhere than in the Mission Report files, so I have been able
to access these for crew lists when I can't find them elsewhere. During the coming
months I plan to audit everything I have for mission pages, such as one or two
nmissing Crew Interrogation reports out of a mission, with the one most likely to
be gonme the lead plane report.



I have generally organized the Crew Interrogations by the takeoff number if it
is listed, as this speeds up telling you whether you have everything or not.

My feeling is that the files were kept with some diligence at Thurleigh, and that
probably they arrived in Washington in that condition. But I have been told by
one of the Archives hands that when he came to work there in about 1970 files were
in a deplorable condition, some just stacked on the floor, cards in helter skelter
piles and the like.

In the last several years the 306th files have been gone through by Archives per-
sonnel to remove the many duplicate copies in them, which eases the search, and
have been placed in acid-free folders. But, due to the original paper used for the
records, I think their life is not going to be long.

Once I quit working with the 306th collection it will all go to the USAF Academy
Library, which will give them a unique collection of materials on one WWII bomb
group.,

It was nice to hear from you and I hope that your health is at least holding steady
at this point.

My wife and I, and Don Ross and his wife, are off to Bedford and London next Monday
to work on the 1992 reunion. After several days there, my wife and I are heading to
Brussels where we will pick up a car, add then drive to Vienna, Salzburg, Munich,
and back through Luxembourg and Bumssels, then back to London to catch our direct
flight back to Charlotte. While I one job I ran tours to Europe, going five times,
my wife and I have never taken off with a car on our own, so we think it will be a
great adventure.

All the best to you, Don,
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 phis. U)Q'S K VONT
DONALD E. UPCHURCH ¢ l nqy
Alr Force Officer S

‘Donald E. Upchurch, 68, a re-
tired Air Force lieutenant colonel
who served on the Vienna Town
Council from 1975 to 1985, died of
cancer Nov. 10 at the Hospice of
Northern Virginia. A resident of Vi-
enna, he had lived in the Washing-
ton area for 32 years.

Col. Upchurch retired from the
Air Force in 1971 after 28 years in
the military. Assigned for the most
part to personnel work, his last post
was as a manpower specialist at Air
Force Headquarters.

Col. Upchurch was born in Car-
terville, Ill. He attended Southern
Illinois University and received a
bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of San Francisco and a master’s
degree in government and politics
from the University of Maryland.

He began his career with the
Army Air Corps, serving in England
during World War II. He continued
in the Air Force Reserve for five
‘years after the war and was re-
called to active duty during the Ko-
Tean War,

" His later Air Force assignments
‘included posts in Japan, Illinois and
_California, In the Washington area,
he'served with a reserve unit and as
an ROTC instructor at the Univer-
sity of Maryland before being
posted to the Pentagon. -
.- After he retired, he worked part
time in the audit department of the
Pentagon Federal Credit Union.

In addition to his town council
service, Col. Upchurch was a vol-
‘unteer at the national presidential
campaign headquarters of Demo-
cratic Sen. Edmund S. Muskie in
1972, president of the Madison
Park Civic Association in Vienna
and a member of Vienna Baptist
Church, the Eighth Air Force His-
torical Association and the Retired
Officers Association.

. His military honors included the
Air Force Commendation Medal.

Survivors include his wife of 48
years, Eunice Upchurch of Vienna;
three daughters, Carole A. Grady of
Fairport, N.Y., Sharon K. Liercke
of Herndon and Deborah L. Mor-
rison of Naples, N.Y.; a brother,
Warren D. Upchurch of San Anto-
nio; eight grandchildren; .and a
great-grandson.
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Former councilman Upchurch dies

By JENNIFER COMITEAU

Journal staff writer

Cancer claimed the life of former
Vienna Town Councilman Donald E.
Upchurch last Tuesday, but friends
and relatives say nothing can take
away their memories of him.

‘‘He was a very caring man and
very conscientious about his civic
duties,’’ said his wife, Eunice. She
was a G.I. bride who met her hus-
band while he was stationed outside
her hometown of Luton, England
during World War II. The two mar-
ried there in 1944.

*‘He loved to go back,” Eunice Up-
church said Thursday while thumb-
ing through pictures taken when she
and her husband renewed their wed-
ding vows in 1984. The couple spent
their second honeymoon in the Edin-
g:_l;&h hotel they shared the first time

Eunice Upchurch said her hus-

band was committed to maintaining
Vienna's small-town atmosphere
when he served on the Town Council
from 1975 to 1985. And “he was al-
ways available” to listen to citizens
with concerns, she said.
Councilwoman Martha H. Pruett
agreed. That's why she voted for
him. *‘He was a fine, honest, Chris-
tian man who carried those beliefs
over to his decisions on council,”

- said Pruett, who was elected to coun-

cilin 1988.

“"He was a very agrceable sort of
person,” Pruett said. ‘‘He used good
common sense to try and do what
was best for the entire town.'

Upchurch, 68, is the second for-
mer councilman to die this year. E.

Ross Buckley, a councilman from

1976 to 1986, died of leukemia on
June 30.

Councilman Rodger W. Seeman
said he never clashed with Upchurch
on any issue. Seeman, who joined

the council in 1983, served with Up-
church for two years. “'I don't recall
anyone ever facing off on an issue
with Donald Upchurch,” he said.

Citizens and council members re-
spected Upchurch's decisions, espe-
cially those relating to financial mat-
ters in town, Seeman said. “‘He was
our financial wizard. . . . our watch-
dog." Seeman said.

“He was very zealous in guarding
the coffers,” agreed Vienna Mayor
Charles A. Robinson Jr. Robinson,
who has served on council since
1962, said Upchurch was a hands-on
type of councilman who investigated
citizen complaints and situations
around town.

Upchurch was forced to give up
his seat in 1985. ‘‘He really hated to
give it up at the beginning of his ill-
ness,” Eunice Upchurch said.

Ann Witzig, who lived near Up-
church on Roberts Drive in north-

west Vienna, said the retired Alr
Force heutenant colonel was very
outgoing despite the pain caused by
his disease. ‘Everyone just loved Mr.
Upchurch,” Witzig said. “*With.all
Eisddifficulties, he was always so
ind.” .

Upchurch, who has three daugh-
ters, would bring toys he found to
WltZI&, for her children to play with:
He also found time to talk with his
neighbor about the deteriorating wa-
ter quality of the Potomac River,
which is of great concern to her. '

Sabra Rupe said Upchurch was
“*very neighborly”" and would pick
up groceries for her if she asked.
““He was there if there was sickness,
death, or a street party,”’ Rupe said:
She said she helped her neighbor. of
20 years win election to the Town
Council by campaigning for him.
“He loved government and histo-
ry,” Rupe said. “‘That was his forte."





