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John R. Rollen
' 38175915 Staff ‘Sergeant, Air Corps Unassigned, Atchd Detachmont of Patients,
: : ' Armg Air Forces Convalescent ‘Hospital (2I) .
Fort Logan, Colorado
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Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat careexr? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there o!
which you have special knowledge?)
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A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr. Laurinburg, NC 28352
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Name i
JOHN R. ROLLER &
BX323 e
Address__ LINCOLNs ARK. Skt
12744
Telephone Date Z?( =3 5 e 77
Occupation [‘ Employer G

Address //i 4/,(/{[’76‘}" Telephone.}’b/ ?241 3325/

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th:

After leaving the 306th:
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%lﬁxélﬁ/ﬂ'ate Squadron or other unltséé

MOS Combat Statuszz_;/ ﬂuﬂ/?éf“

Missions Completed >

Promotions ‘f#’ L= QOZ ‘r.“/——.-— ‘/5‘/‘5'://_;

Decorations__ AM__olcs_ DFC_ olcs__SS__ DSM_ DSC___MH__SM

__PH__Battle Stars other
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ENLISTED RECORD OF .
Roller .. & Johm .. . . Re. il 38176018y Steff Sergeant .|

tl.uat ‘name) 3 . (First mm) _ 00T T (Md e initial) .(Avmy serial pumber) - . (Orade)
Born in .......kdncoln * jcat, intlm State of ........Arkansas

msmu)cimlumal 18 Mﬂy 10, 42,8 Camp Joaenh Te. Pobinﬂcn. Arkansas
WhenXm¥RIX EXinducted he wvas . 25 11 12 LYl S T . years of age and by occupatmn
8 .........Produce Worker "“"“' ek s G T . e,

He had ....... BreyY............ iy L eyes, ........AROWRL L L hair. fog o pudduiieg b SO e complexion,

and was LT R PRI e VR J LT mcheq in helghl

Completed cooeece@ e ¥ G e monthn, };1133 ré:‘ct- &f f‘Tﬁ'élfy pay.
Prior reryice; t N OIG & e N e e
2 _Fort TLogan, Coloradc

29 AUG 19Aa

= =9 t = 0 ‘5" -
Noncommissioned officer Sta 3r§ér§-§a}é %g-ggugzg 42}’ SGI"P'G&I‘I (9 1'Qr‘1& 'li(hl UA%*?‘) }"'"5 SE

Military qualifications 3 _None ...."..;
Army specialty ... -“erial '-mn“r (.611) HaNals

Alll'ndnnu ’ 3 i- ‘_Mluwiagg‘a,ém Gunnerjy qchool Lo.s Vegas, ..atad.s. }.942. DY

,, 'ar'ﬂw %’@3@?“&” '"ﬁleavy hommm F@eb 51595 45’35& e = d

Ba.ttlu.-., engagenmnts, :-klr:mshes, expedltmm .o.c.c.upie .Continental Europe 14 Feb 1943; 16

iﬁ:mzsz,i:fﬁc;f::r,,fz?m; S S e A

Wounds received in service E rairm na OVEB anagq{ ocog nnon ni? \ﬁ’.i?ﬁ on .a
Date and result of ‘amallpox PAeemA 19 Mﬂ}" 1542 Vace 11'10151

Date of completion of all typhoid- pnrntyphmd vaccinations ¢ 28 _May 1942

Date and result of diphtheria immunity test (Schick) ¢ _...... Nona :

Date of ‘other vaccinations (specily vaccine used) ¢ Tetanus TDind ]_n I»‘Iay 1942

Physical condition when discharged .. Good \Iamed or hh‘lﬂ]ﬂ Sinp‘la
Honorably disc arged by, reason of _,GDD 3rd “Ind, HQ_AAF Con Hosp (&I), Ft Logan, Colo, 28 Jsug..l §44,
Character .|.-220.; Ao bf’ ~-1,. Perijods of nctnulutv' 18 May 1942 "' iy -
inel)s . .Blood. El'vpe o A!‘m' Genel‘nl
Classzfication Test. rating 107. Left U 3. 20 Dec 1942 ; arrivad .Eunopean. Theater 12 Jan
1943 T __Soldier entitled to
wear 1 "Jvor-seas Service Bar per 7D Cir #i268, 30 June 1944, and one Bronze Star on ETO

Ribbon. **‘{q 1st Romb "’ 9" Ma 19‘43 De SoC #8202 GO 0, Hq RETOUS A 4 Jul 1943 Oek
Lonf Clusher to  ALr Hadals GO 180, T ‘VI#4 3: 1o o N
Signature of soldier ‘ ﬁ

Discharge Lapel Button issued at , i
f‘t anan, Colo, 29 Aug 1944, £ KN L VY A {6 1o
T e o A JOHN R. F“M’ER,

——

S % P T R TR e ) L p

IRENE S, PRAGAW, 1sbNt, WAC,  xoxxowmtxe . Chiaf Mil. Pers Sac.

Cust dia o
odien of IF' Rlucr%\s%oﬁ.sﬂu‘ﬂﬂb RECORD

! Enter date of induction mllv in cnse af trainee inducted under Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 (Bull. 25, W. 13, 1940); in all other cases enter date of
enhsuurnl Eliminate word not applicahle.

¥ For each enlistment give company, regiment, or arm or service with inclusive dates of service, grade, cause of discharge, number of days lost under AW 107 (il none,
S0 state), and number.of days retained anil cause of retention in service for convenience of the Government, if any.
3 Enter qualificatbons-in arms, horsemanship, ete.  Show the qualification, date thereof: and number, date, and source of otiler announcing same.
1 Sen’ paragraph 12, A It 40-210.
41 dischnrged prior 1o explration of service, give number, date, nnd source of order or full dleseription of authority therefor.

¢ Enter periods of uctive duty of enlisted men of the Hegular Army Reserve and the Enlisted Reserve Corps nnd dates of induction Into Federal Service in the cases
of members of the National Guanl,

7 {n all cases of men.who are entitled to receive Certifleates ol Service unier AR 13- 500, enter here n|||m|n||mnlu amd ratings held and all other items of special
profieleney or merlt other thisn those nllll\"ll nhive,

INSTRUCTIONH FOR CERTIFICATE OF DISCHARGE
AR 5470, ;

Lusert name; ns, “Johin 3. Doe,' In center of forin.
Insert Army serial number, grade. combany. regiment, or arm or service; as ft1ga0302'"; M Carporal, Company A, st Infantey™s “Sergeant. Quariermaster Corps,'*
The nnmaMnd grade of the ofticer aigning the certifieats will be Lypewrittan nr pinted bieluw the signature, ¥ :

.
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LSS T ICTED
GO 40 oo T B ) July 1
4 ¥ 1943
Hg ETOUSA
swsrd, posthunous, of Cistingulshed-Service Cross — = = =« = = = = - e o = = T
~ward of Listinguished-Service €rogs— = = = = = = = = = = = = = = - - - - I

I sundill, FCOSTHWIOUS, OF DISTIV WISHEL-SEMVICE CEOSS.. Under the provisions of
arnmy negulaticns €00-L3, =s menitsl, o Dirtinguichsd-Service Cress is zwarded
posthumcusly to the £ 11 wing (fficer:

John J, Howell, firct Carps, United States Army, for extra-
ordina;y zroism in coanecuvion ary cperatiocns against an armed enemy
of the United Stztes in U 2 reraft -In which Lieutenant Howell was
serving =5 pilot was seversly damaged as @ result of snsmy ecticn. With great
courage, rescurcefulness and skill tnis offizsr managed to fly the badly dis-
abled aireraf back tc Iriendly zsrritory, snd ordered the crev to abandon the
craft. Vith complete disrsgard ror nis perconal safety, and thinking only of
the lives of the civilian populatisn, Lieuvenant iHowell flew his disintsgrating

i aircraft away from & densely rnopulatsd arzu and was xilled in the rssultant
5> duty displayed by this officer

erash.
are in the hichest traditions
vice from Florida.

The ccurage, sikill and i
-~

LoD

IT—— AWARD OF DISTINGUISHED-SERV

irh d-votion t
tns nilitary service., ISntered-military ser—

(LG 200.6 &)

IC.E C50SS. Under the provisions of Army Regu~

lations ¢00-45, =5 amended, & Ui
Icllowing =niisted man:
Johrnn R. Doller (army serial
States Army, for extreordinary b
States on 1 ¥y 1943, The airer
s tzll gunner was ztiacked oy n
the encountars he wos sovercly w
remzined at hiv post of duvy, co
that one enemy eirplane wis defi
fire in the tail s=cbion of the
: ablaze, He was removed to the v
s ., Immediately thersafbor several o
: planes,  With complete disregnrd
nis wounds, =né thinkine only of
Sergeent Roller gallantly minned
& until he f=ll unccnscics as 4 re

suingulisned-Servics Cross ic awarded to the

Mo, 38175915) staff scrgeant, air Corps, United
croism in azction cgainst an <nemy ol the United
1 in ahich Stafi Sergeant Roller was serving

torce of cnamy fighter alrplangs and during
cundod.  In spite of nis wounds this scldier .
ntimiing to fire his guns, with the result
nitely dastroyed., Hnemy [ire had started a
planc and Steff Sergesnt goller's clothing was
ndis room where first aid was zdministered.
vuaeks were encountered by enemy fighter air-

for his own personil szfety ond the pain from

tho safety of his airplane and crew, Staff
the radic gun and beat off several attacks

sult of his wounds. The courage, hercism and

devoticn to duty displayed by him withoui regard te hisiown personal safety

contributed materizlly to the o
inspiration to the srased rerces

Linccln, Arkunses.
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of the United States.
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By comnnd of Lieut:inant CGeneral DEVERS:

I. H. EDWARDS, .
Kajor General, GSC, Chief of Staff.
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26 February 1977

Mr. JOhn Ro R°11er
Box 323
Lincoln, AR 727hbL

Dear John:

It was nice to chat with you briefly this afternoon, and I am
very intereste€ in learning more about the Distinguished Service
Cross you earned. I had long known that I did not know all of
those who had received the decoration, but could not find any

~ reference to whom other reoipients were. I had traced two of
them, but two others were missing,

This week I receibed quite a bunch of material from Kermit Cavedo,
who flew during the same period that you did, and in among soms
clippings I saw your nams mentioned, hence the call today.

I am working on a history of the 305th, and have been at it for
about two years. I have accumulated a great deal of information
but am constantly seeking more. I would appreciate anything you
might loan me in this regard. I'll return it the same day as I
receive 1it.

We have a newsletter golung ocut to those from the group we have
found, in fact I am finishing the third issue bight now. I en-
close coples of the first two.

Let me hear from you soon.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong





