A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP -

EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct.,'Dayton, Ohio 45424

I am endeavoring to put together a good history of the 306th
Bombardment group, an idea which has Leen in my mind for some
years. I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all
kinds of data and working through the official history and
records of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am
director of maws and information services at Wright State U-
niversity, Dayton, Ohieo. I seolicit your assistance in my pro-
ject.

Name George L. Robingon

I am interested in any special materials which you may have,

such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
insignia, etc., I am also interested in commendations (other
than the-usual Air Medal and DFC) you may have received,
special stories which you may have in your peossession, letters
that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copiecs. But,
if you do not have such facilities readily available, I wouléd
appreciate the loan of materials which I might copy and re-
turn to you immediately. I am also interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were done within a couple of years of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.

Address 5113 S. Pine Dr., Jacksonville, Fla.

32207

God -
Telephﬁn’g 733-5358

Occupation Retired

Address’

Sexrvice Record:

Date 25 June 75

Employerx

Telephone

Before joining the 306th: Enlisted, Army Air Corps, 1931.
Appointed Cadet, AAC Flying School 1936; Pilot, 17th Attack

Group, March Field.
Sept.,

_After leaving the 3
Director, Aircraft Div., A.F

Went to England with 303d Bomb Gp.,

‘ 1942 as Group Operations Off.
in May, 1943 and leftd%%hSept., 1944.

. Board. 1944-45,

Was assigned C.0., 306th

AC&SS, 1945-46.

Commended various SAC Bases, Groups: and ﬁingé until 1958,

Deputy Commander Air Technical Training Center until re-

tirement in 1961.
306th Record:

Dir., Fla.

May, 1943

Axrrival Date

mos Commander

Missions Completed 26

State Civil Defense to 1973.

Squadron or othex unit (Group

Combat Status Alr Commander

to Col. in 1943.

Promotions from lajor, 1942,

Decorations X AM 6 olcs XDFC_ 20lcs_£SS__ DSM__ DSC__MH__SM

__PH__Battle Stars

10others

(OVER)
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Other personal data:

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your
‘role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of

which you have special knowledge?) The greatest honor ever

_accorded me was the authorization as "Air Commanden" which
made me eligible to lead the entire Tithth Alr Force in
combat, Relatlvely few people were so authorized., There
were heroics, tragedy and comedy on every misgion--too many
to even try to mention here,

new subject(s): John A. (AL) Bairnsfather wag: the 306th Intel-

ligence Office from start to finish. He may be able to help on

" some of your research. He lives att Mitchell Farm, Loveland 2,
Ohio. Col. John L. Lambert, former C.0., 367th Sq. can be reached
at 408 Harbor View Ia., Largo, Fl. 33540. Also Harry J. Holt,

C.0. of the ¥Clay Pigeons" can be reached aﬂ;4817 Essex Ave.,

‘Chevy Chase, Md. 20015. | _

Do you know about the 366th reunion ? V.M. Colllns, Jr,
has all the info and is a% 2973 Heatherbrae Dr., Phland, Ohio
44515, ’ . .. ,

I have many, many photos: of Thurgeigh (the group photo
Officer had a standing order to furnish me two copies of all hé
took) as well as actual mission orders, SOP's, local and state-
side newYclips, letters from the Royal Family, ete., BUT--I have
- loaned them to a Mr. Eeith Paull, of Bedford, who is compiling a
history of Thurleigh. He informs me that somé of the graffitti
remaining on the walls of the old squadron huts was recently re-
moved and taken to the A.F. Museum at Wright-Patt. On my last visit
to Thurleigh in 1949 the place was about intact. -He tells me there
is none of it left now. DPledse feel free to call on me for any.
specific.information I may have., Good luch 1n your proj .

0“ PP

Add additional pages, if necessary
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:EQBINSON, George L. 23 g%*"fgyif
Lt. Col. on joining group 6/19/43
Group C.0. 6/20/43

Led wing to Bremen 6/25/43

AM olc 7/8/43 o/ /2-/%;_5

Colonel 8/16/43

Led wing to LeBourget 8/16/43

Led wing to Achexrn 9/6/43

Led group to Lille 9/9/43

Led group to Emden 10/2/43

DFC olc 12/19/43

Led raid to Emden 12/11/43

Led raid to PasdeCalais 12/24/43

Led wing to Hamm 4/22/43

Led division to Liege 5/31/44

Led division to Ludwingshafen 9/8/44
Transferred home 9/23/44
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29 July 1975

Dear Col. Robinson:
Many thanks for your early reply to my inquiry.

I appreciate very much the information which you
sent me, and I look forward to working with you
in the future,

At such time as pictures from your collection
become available, I would very much like an op-
portunity to look at them,

I expect that my task of gathering information
may carry on for a couple of years. Things that
I have put together thus far have been fascinat-
ing, and I hope I can produce a history which
menbers of the group will read with pride.

Thank you also for the addresses which you in-
cluded. I shall make an early effort to contact
Bairnsfather and try to get to see him with my
tape recorder.

He was one of the few ranking officers I really
ever got to know during my brief tour of duty,
as I spent about six weeks working in public in-
formation and intelligence from mid-September

44 to November 1, wvhen I went back to flying and
completed my combat tour.

Sincerely yours,

Rusgell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Ohio 45424




30 September 1975

Dear Col. Robinson:

I am still planning to visit with you on Sunday,
Oct. 12, if you will be available.

My flight schedule calls for me to arrive in
Jacksonville on Delta 532 at 8:47 a.m.

This is a bit early, and I would plan to wait
there until some suitable hour to come out to
your house or wherever you would like to meet
me.

I am scheduled out of Jacksonville at 4:20 on
Delta 340.

If your plans should change on the Friday or
Saturday preceeding, I will be at the Marco
Polo Motel in North Miami Beach.

I shall look forward to seeing you.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong .

4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Ohio 45424

513/233-8735
office 513-873-3232




11 August 1977
Deayr Robbie:

This material was at home this noon when I stopped
for lunch, so I got it copied immediately, and am
returning the originals to you.

I find it is better to copy them when one plans to
wgfk with these pages, as they are becoming so fra-
gile.

I guess the only question I have, is do you have any
Special Orders issued by the 306th Group prior to

1 Dec 19437 If so, 1'd like to see any that are not
shown on the list I sent you.

The pages which I received ére both interesting and
helpful, and I shall put them to good use.

I don't think I told you that a couple of weeks ago
I spent an afternoon with Possum Hansell. He is in
good health and very active, end says that he is
completing a book on Pacific air war plans, similar
to the one he did on Europe earlier.

Also have had some interesting correspondence recent-
%gsgiom Del Wilson, dealing with the early days of the

Thank you so much for your help, and if my wife
keeps nagging me I may have to take her to Florida
befpre too long, and perhaps have another chance
to viegit with you.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong
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=ZNT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Historian Author

Russell A. Strong First Over Germany
2041 Hillsdale :

Ketamazoo, MI 48007 14 January 1986 . Editor

306th Echoes

Joe Chancey
Bill McCaulie
Al Smith

We missed getting information on the death of Snuffy Smith, and only heard
. about the funeral at Arlington on the day it happened.

I'd hate for us to miss anything concerning the death of Col. George L.
Robinson., I don't know that it is imminent, and he probably will live a
good many years yet. But he is the only rema ining group commander, and
the group ought to be represented at a funeral in a variety of ways,

['d like to charge cach of you with informing me the -moment you hear about,.
or more likely, rcad about it in the newspaper.

:Picaee call me .collect at once: My ho.ne t.(.lephone is 6] 6/3’4’; 6466. My oi'flc.c.
phone is 616/383-6162.

This action on your part will- be much appreciated.
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26 August 1986

Col. George L. Robinson
5113 S, Pine Dr
Jacksonville, FL 32207

Dear Robbie: =

P

Its been a long time since I have corresponded with you, but I felt compelled to
do so because of a letter I got from a friend the other day.

) o1
Bi11 Rooney and I became acquainted through Robert C. Williams, the old 306th)bps ‘
officer. Bill served with the 40th Bomb Group, mainly in the Pacific. In the

course of events, Willie bought a copy of "First Over Germany" for Bill, and 8111

finally read it and then wrote me a long letter about his own feelings as he read
through the book. N .

As you will see from the attached letter, he then passed the book along to friends.

The first reader not only read it but felt compelled to comment on the book and :f:;
th$ 306th. I trust that you, and I know that Mim, will find his com ments enjoy »”/ e
able. .

We are getting ready to go to Dayton for the 306th reunion in early September, and
they have a full house, the biggest group yet to attend a reunion. 4

Hope you can plan for next year in Washington. Bi11 Raper will be the chairﬂanﬁ
that event. Bi11 called me the other night, and he was off the next day to Lgnds
and then on to the continent and a train trip across the Gobi Desert to Hong’Kp
returning to the U. S. by the way of Singapore. Sounds 1ike quite a venturé ‘

A11 the best to you and Mim, N



21 Octaober 1975

Dear Col, & Mrs. Robinson:

I hope youbwill forgive my dalliance in not
writing you sooner, but I was rather pressed
for time last week and didn't do several things
I should have,

Let me thank you again for your time, and for
the trouble you went to in getting me from ths
airport and taking me back there. 1 enjoyed
every moment of my Jacksonville stay, and
fesl it was very profitable in my research on
the 306th,

S5ince returning home I have had a little oppor-
tunity to work on the history, and have found
a couple of dozen more members of the 306th.

The tapes 1 made at your home and in Miami ssem
to be goed, and I will get them transcribed end
edited this week.

Having checked with my wife, please let me repeat
the invitation to includse our home in your itine
erary if you travel this way. We would lovs to
have your stay with us, and as we are closa to
the Air fluseum it would be most convenlent., We
are also close to I-70 and l-75, Just give us a
ring when you are ready to take to the road and
we'll have things ready for you here,

Again, thank you so much for the time, the transe
portation and a delightful meal.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Ct.
Dayton, Ohio 45424

513/233-8735
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;ngg October 1976

foOI. George L. Robinson
N\ 5116 South Pine Drive
' . *Jacksonville, FL 32207

Dear Robbie:

I am returning the materials which you loaned to Clay Wilson at Dayton.
He brought them by last night and I was able to copy them this morning.

Sorry I couldn't make it to Dayton, as it would have been nice to talk
with you again. But I had to make some choices, and opted for a visit to
the National Archives in Washington rather than the Dayton meeting. Since
seeing you a year ago I have taken a job as director of college relations
at St. Andrews Presbyterian College in Laurinburg, NC, and also had the
pressure of several meetings on campus immediately after the Dayton re-
union. But I will plan to be in St. Louis next year.

I noted in the enclosed material that Keith Paull had returned your
photos. If it would not be too great an imposition, I would very much
like to borrow them for a few days so that I could make copy negatives
of them. I have the facilities readily available, and could do it im-
mediately and return them quickly.

Also, I am still looking for special orders issued by the 306th, or the
base headquarters, prior to 1 Dec 43, and would T1ike to borrow any of
these you might have in your 201 file. They would be returned by mail
on the date of receipt here.

By history of the 306th is continuing at a good pace, and I am still
accumulating a considerable amount of important data. Also, I noted this
week that we have gone over the 500 mark on 306th veterans identified.

Since seeing you a year ago, I have had an opportunity to visit with
Charles Duy, John Bairnsfather again, and spent half a day in July with
Bi11 Raper (Rader) at his home in Alexandria. I found him interesting,
opinionated and helpful. I also spent a day and half at that time in the
National Archives searching through mission data for the 306th, and lo-
cating a considerable amount of material I needed.

I would be most appreciative of anything you might be willing to Toan
me, and certainly thank you for the opportunity to look over the en=-
closed materials.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Drive Laurinburg, North Carolina 28352



24 DEcember 1943 26 A/C led by Co. Robinson took off and 25
attached at 20,000 feet which is believed to be implacements
for some type of "rocket gun" in the Pas de Calais area. Ex-
cellent friendly fighter cover was given our formation and no
direct attackes by wither £E/A or AA were encountered., Visibil-
iyg was good and photographs confirmed excellent bombing on
our two assigned targets, designated #94 amd #51. All of our
A/C lreturned to base and the crews described the mission as
an "Xmas present from the General,"

11 January 1944 35 A/C were airborne and 31 attacked the
aircraft component plant at Halberstad, The 306th regqular
group received terrific enemy fighter attacks, mostly ME 110s
near the target, later on the route home vicious attacks were
made by about 40 FW190s, which succeeded in knocking down five
of our A/C: Lt, Tattershall 369th, Lt, Cavos 367th, Lt, pert
367th, Lt, McCollum 367th, and Lt, Reed 368th. In addition,
several men who landed &t various bases in England sustained
serious wounds. The Composite Group, led by Capt, Sharkey
369th, had comparatively little opposition. Due to our own
field being closed in all of our A/C landed away, some of the
crews were interrogated at Hethel and Foulsham by members of
our intelligence section, Bombing was visual and reports of
good results were turned in, Our score for the day was 16-4-10.
Also 10 no claims,

31 May 1944 Liege A/D. The 306th flew three groups of 12 A/C
each %0 form the 40th “A" CBW, with Co. Robinson leading the

lst Division. In an effort to dodge high cumulus clouds the
formation climbed to 20,000 feet and went north of course io
the Ghent area thence to target. Clouds prevented lead and low
groups from bombing in spite of a thorough search for a last
resort target, Bombs of these two groups were returned. No

E/A were seen., Moderate accurate tracking AA fire was encount-
ered dmagaing 18 of our A/C. Sgt, Jenkins, on special duty here
with 8th Air Force Phtographic section was kilded when hit by
flak.

S September 1944 Ludwigshafen., Again the target was the heart
of the German chemical industry, T e 306th led the division
with Col, G. L. Robinson flying in the lead ship of the 40th
"A" Group of which we provided 36 A/C. The run was PFF and the
mickey sets were not working very well, A few poor strikes
were observed,

22 April 1944 Hamm/Marshalling Yards. 30 A/C led by Col.
Robinson heading the 40th CBW attached this important bottle-
neck with godd results., Wo fighter dpposition was encountered,
support was good, AA fire was moderate but extremely accurate
and most of our A/C received flak damage. To Major Cheney goes
credit for a good job of navigation,




Col. Robinson

25 June 43 23 A/C led by Col, Robinson, leading the 102nd
Combat Wing, took off and 21 A/C bombed Target of Opportunity
which was Bremen, with fair results The primary, Hamburg,
could not be reached because of complege overcast. Flak was
moderate but from 75 to 100 E/A attached thelow formations
and stragglers, Some fighters fired heavy caliber shells at
about 1500 yards which exploded in large bursts near our
formation. Aerial bombs were dropped in strings. Lt. Logan

of the 423rd was lost, Ourbscore for the day was 3-0-3.

16 Augqust 1943 Le Bourget, Col. Robinson with 20 A/C from

this group, led the 102nd Combat Wing, on this very successful
mission, Storage hangars, machine and repair shops, adminis-
tration buildings and barracks suffered heavy damage. Some
persistent E/A attacks and rather inaccurate AA fire were en-
countered. Good P47 cover was provided in and out from the
target. All of our A/C returned to base, Our score for the
day was 1-0-0,

6 Septeember 1943 21 A/C with Col., Robinson in the lead ship,
to lead the 102nd Combat Wing, One of our A/C aborted. Due to
a complete undercast neither the primary, Roller Bearing Works
at Stuttgart, not the secondary, could be seen so bombs were
dropped on Achern, near Strabsourqg, with poor results. 30 to
40 FW190s wre seen but failed to press attacks,; concentrating
mostly on stragglers. Flak was moderate but accurate, damaging
16 of our 20 A/C, Lt, Zimmerman, navigator, was seriously in-
jured by flak, Due to failure of fuel supply Lts, Price and
Bryant crash landed in England, Lt, Peterson of the 368th and
crew bailed out 42 miles from the French coast, and Lt, Andrews
of the 423rd landed in Switzerland, where the entire crew was
interned, Ourbscore for the day was 0-0-0,

9 September 1943 18 A/C, led by Col. Robinson took off to bomb
an anniversary target, Lille, One year ago this town was our
first operational target in the ETO, The primary today was
LilleyVendeville Airdrome, Fighter opposition was nil. All of
our group dropped an effective concentration on what was later
thought to be a dummy airfield. About three miles from the real
one. Although seven A/C were damaged by AA fire, all returned
safely to base. No score on enemy fighters.

2 October 1943 18 A/C led by Capt, Kackstetter and Col. Robinson
took off and bombed Emden with 10/10 clouds and PFF. Results
were good, according to PRU reports, No fighter opposition and
only meager inaccurate flak were encountered. 0-0-0,

12 DEcember 1943 21 A/C led by Maj. Riordan and Col, Robinson
_ took off and 20 A/C accurately bombed Emden. AA fire was mod-
erate but extremely accurate, accounting for the loss of Lt,
Noack of the 369th and crew, Lots of friendly P-51 support and
no enemy fighters combined to make this a godad trip.
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretary/Historian

Russell A, Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205
704/568-0153

Author
First Over Germany

Command and Staff
Officers, 8th Air
Force, 1942-45

Editor
306th Echoes
306th Directory

5 June 1992

Nancy Greene

Pls call 733-5358 on receipt

FAX 904/398-1065

Dear Nancy:

Please convey to your father the pleasure that many in the
306th will take in having his grandson with us in England
this summer.

I was delighted to receive your call, and look forward to
meeting your son. I am sure that he will find several kin-
dred spirits among children and grandchildren of those who
will be on the tour.

I am sure that you will find all of the details in the ac-
companying documents. It you have any questions, please call
me or the travel agents. Their 800 number is included in the

information.

Sincerely yours,

cc: Donald R. Ross

ALWAYS FIRST, FIRST OVER GERMANY




6 December 1994

Dear Nance:

on your father. If you have any suggestions or adverse
comments, please let me know.

I also plan to use the two pictures, which I have copied.

Sincerely yours,




2 cols cutlines 8 pt bf

Col. George L. Robinson as he appeared in 1943 as the new C.0. of the 306th.
A later picture of him, in July 44, appeared on the cover of the October is-

sue of Echoes.

George L. Robinson, Longest

Serving 306th C.0., Dies 30 pt 2 cols
Set 2 cols 10/12 (runover will be one col)

Col. George L. Robinson, fourth and longest serving commanding officer
of the 306th Bombardment Group during WWII, died 18 Nov 94 at his home in
Jacksonville, FL, after suffering for a number of years with emphysema.

His wife, Mim, well known to many during her days in charge of the A-
merican Red Cross at Thurleigh, died 19 Sep 91.

Burial services, with full military honors, were held for Col. Robinson
23 Nov at March AFB, CA, where he had begun his career as a pilot in 1937,
and where he had expressed a wish to be buried. Mrs. Robinson's ashes were
also taken to California fpr burial.

A memorial service was held 29 Nov in the Swaim Memorial United Methodist
Church in Jacksonville.

Col. Robinson began his military career 28 Apr 31 when he enlisted as a
private in the Air Corps. He became an aviation cadet 25 Jun 36, and was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant with pilot's wings 30 Jun 37 at Kelly Field, TX.

From that point there was.a steady progression through the officer ranks:
first lieutenant 9 Oct 40, captain 1 Feb 42, major 1 Mar 42, lieutenant colonel
16 Nov 42 and colonel 16 Aug 43. He also wore Command Pilot wings.

He went to combat with the 303xd Bomb Group, serving as its group operations

more



Robinson - 2

officer. At the time he was assiéned to the 306th as commanding officer, 19 Jun
43, he was the 303rd's deputy commander.

Col. Robinson felt most at home in the cockpit of a B-17, and flew his
share of combat missions, totalling 26 by the time he was transferred back to
the U. S., leaving the 306th 24 Sep 44. In his missions he always flew in the
left seat, as he much preferred to be at the controls of his own plane while
leading increasingly larger formationms.

He flew his first mission for the 306th 25 Jun 43 to Northwest Germany,
with Capt. K. O'Hara, 367th, in the right seat. His final mission was flown 5
Sep 44 to Ludwigshafen, with Capt. Earl R. Saunders, 369th.

""The greatest honor ever accorded me," Col. Robinson wrote the editor in
1975, "was my authorization as 'Air Commander', which made me eligible to lead
the entire Eighth Air Force in combat."

Upon returning to the U. S., and following his marriage to Mim Smith, Col.
Robinson was assigned as director, aircraft division, Air Force Board, Washing-
ton, D.C. after a year there he became a student at the Army Command and Staff
School, Ft. Leavenworth, KS, for a year.

Col. Robinson's next assignment was with the Strategic Air Command, in
command at various bases, of groups, and a B-47 Wing. He left SAC in 1958 and
was deputy commander, Air Technical Training Center, until retirement in 1961.

Moving to Florida, Col. Robinson became director, Florida State Civil De-
fense, where he continued until his second retirement, in 1973.

During his combat experience, Col. Robinson received the Silver Star medal
for his leadership of the mission of 18 Mar 43 for the 303rd Group, and also
received the Distinguished Flying Cross with two oak leaf clusters and the Air
Medal with six oak leaf clusters.

Col. Robinson attended a couple of our reunions, lastly in 1987 at Las
Vegas where he moved about the hotel in a wheel chair. He was also present for
the opening of the 306th Bomb Group Restaurant in Sarasota, FL, in 1981.

more



Robinson - 3
He leaves his daughter, Nance Robinson Greene, now living with her Naval offi-

cer husband and family in Japan, and four grandchildren.

When Col. Robinson Led the 306th in Combat 18 pt 2 cols

Set 8/10 2 cols

25 Jun 43 NW Germany, w/Capt. Richard K. O'Hara

16 Aug 43 LeBourget, France, w/Maj. John M. Regan

6 Sep 43 Stuttgart, Germany, w/Capt. Louis G. Cook

9 Sep 43 Lille, France, w/Capt. Dinwiddie Fuhrmeister
2 Oct 43 Emden, Germany, w/Capt. Frank Kackstetter
11 Dec 43 Emden, Germany, w/Maj. Robert P. Riordan

24 Dec 43 NE France, w/Maj. George R. Buckey

11 Jan 44 Halberstadt, Germany, w/lLt Russell A. Lund
22 Apr 44 Hamm, Germany, w/Capt. Loy A. Peterson

31 May 44 Liege, Belgium, w/Capt. Russell A. Lund

5 Sep 44 Ludwigshafen, Germany, w/Capt Earl R. Saunders

Runover cutlines, 2 col 8/10 bf
Col. George L. Robinson in 1981 at the opening of the 306th Bomb Group

Restaurant on the airport at Sarasota, FL.
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Service today for retired colonel

From staft
George Leroy Robinson was just a
boy when he got his first taste of
flying. It was in the early 1920s,
when air travel was still a novelty,
and he and his brother bought rides
with a barnstormer in an old Jenny
biplane at the Chicago air races.
“We were both thrilled to death,”
recalled George Robinson’s brother,
Gerald Robinson of Riverside, Calif.
That first ride seemed to seal the
frte for the brothers, who each re-
tired as colonels in the Air Force.
George Robinson, 82, died Nov. 18
at his home in Jacksonville. He was
buried Nov. 23 at Riverside Nation-
al Cemetery, near his first duty sta-
tion as an officer at March Air
Force Base.

There will be a memorial service
at 11 a.m. today at Swaim Memorial
United Methodist Church in Jack-
sonville for family and friends who
could not attend the funeral.

Mr. Robinson, a World War Il
combat veteran, was buried with
full military honors, including a ri-
fle salute and the playing of taps.

His son-in-law, Navy Cmdr. Tom
Greene, presented the American
flag that draped the casket to
Greene's wife and Mr. Robinson's
daughter, Nance Greene of Jack-
sonville.

She said her father picked the
place he would be buried with the
ashes of his wife, who died several
years before him. '“He loved Cali-
fornia,” she said. “] think that was

just a really happy time of his life.”

A native of Hanover, Ill., Mr. Rob-
inson joined the Army Air Corps in
1932. He was commissioned a sec-
ond lieutenant and became a mili-
tary pilot in June 1937.

During World War [I, Mr. Robin-
son was a B-17 bomber pilot. He
received numerous commendations
for his abilities as a leader of com-
bat missions and for his coolness
under fire, his family said. He re-
ported flying 27 combat missions
over Germany, his brother said.

After he retired from the Air’
Force and moved to Jacksonville in
1960, Mr. Robinson took over as di-
rector of Civil Defense for Florida.
He held that position from 1962 to
1974, his daughter said.
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December 11, 1994

IMi's Nanco Greene,
LITS Southyino Urive
Jacksonviile, Florida KON

Dear Nanco:

Un behalf of the members of the 306vh Bumbardment
Group fAssociation I want extend our deep and heartFelt
sympathy ¢to you and the Robinson fomiiy on tho loss of
your father and ono of our fisgociation's truly great
nembe: s .

15 you Kknow, your father served as our top commander
auring 1943 and 1944, fifteen monthns of intense combhat
alr operations in Europe. tn this leadership role he
soon establised nimaeli as an outstanding commandor
and role model to each of the 306th Group members. He
dusoerved much crodit for Lie ultimato succese achieved
by the alliovd air opeorations against a most formidable
enemy during World War [1. For this vou and your
Family can be Jjustly proud.

I feel both fortunate and honoured to have served under
your father during the summer of 1843 and for our
brief reunion with nim inp Las Vegas in 1988.

Colcnel Robinson's death will be reported to all our
members by Russ Strong in the next issue of the 306th
Echoes. We will also honor hig momory at our reunion
in Knoxville in 199%y.

Jur sincere sympathiy,

Dt Big s
Cop
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George L. Robinson Dies,
Longest Living 306th CO

Col. George L. Robinson, fourth and longest serving command-
ing officer of the 306th Bombardment Group during WWII, died 18
Nov 1994 at his home in Jacksonville, FL. Burial services with full
military honors were held at March AFB, CA, where he had begun
his career s a pilot in 1937, and where he had expressed a wish to be
buried. Mrs. Robinson’s ashes were also taken to California for bur-
ial. she was well known to many members of the 306th through her
service with the American Red Cross at Thurleigh.

Col. Robinsen began his military career 28 Apr 1931 when he
enlisted as a private in the Air Corps. He became an aviation cadet
25 Jun 1936 and was commissioned as a 2nd Lt with pilot’s wings
30 Jun 1937 at Kelly Field, TX. From that point he progressed
steadily through the officer ranks to full colonel. He was rated as a
Command Pilot.

He went to combat with the 303rd Bomb Group as Operations
Officer and rose to deputy commander there before becoming
Commanding Officer of the 306th. Col. Robinson felt most at home
in the cockpit of a B-17, and flew his share of combat missions,
totaling 26 by the time he was transferred back to the U.S., leaving
the 306th on 24 Sept 1944,

Upon returning to the U.S. he became director of the Aircraft
Division, Air Force Board, Washington, DC. He then attended the
Army Command and Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, His next
assignment was with the Strategic Air Command, in command of

Col. George L. Robinson various bases, groups, and a B-47 Wing. He left SAC in 1958 and
Commanding Officer, 306th Bomb Group was deputy commander of the Air Technical Training Center until
retirement in 1961,

During his combat experience, Col. Robinson received the Silver
Star medal for his leadership of the mission of 18 Mar 1943 for the
303rd Bomb Group, and also received the DFC with two OLC and
the Air Medal with six OLC.

Douglas N. Capps, AAF WWII England, Many missions,
Houston, TX

Roy B. Caviness, 356FG , AF 1940-61, Ret. Col., Houston, TX
Samuel E. Courtney, 447BG B-17 pilot, shot down 1st mis-
sion, POW, Indianapolis, IN

Lewis Dumond, Oregon Chapter

Bryce S. Evertson, Col. (Ret.) Buried at Arlington, Marietta, GA
Harrison L. Fugate, 2nd AD, Xenia, OH

Harold E. Hays, Mesa, AZ

Hal Heimroth, 320BG pilot, Indianapolis, IN

Freeman L. Hill, 8th AF, Houston, TX

John R. “Rusty” Mullins, 94BG pilot B-17 “RENO-vation,”
Galveston, TX

Ivan D. Perry, 96BG/338BS bombardier, Independence, MO
George L. Robinson, 96BG C.0., Jacksonville, FL (Sce article)
Albert E. Rogahn, 100BG/351BS, Flt Engr, 35 M, Phoenix, AZ
Edward G. Rogalla, 96BG/337BS, toggleer, Los Angeles, CA
Clifford Thompson, Oregon Chapter Cutaway of Ball Turret Gunner’s Position.
John R. Westwood, 91BG, Washington Chapter, Spokane, WA (From 34th BG “Mendelsham Memories”)
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Navigators, Observers Dedicate Memorial

Over the past year the fastest growing Air Force related
organization has been the Air Force Navigators Observers
Organization (AFNOA). They now have well over 1,000
paid members and are gearing up for a block-busting 1995
Reunion at the Doubletree Hotel in Arlington, VA on Oct. 5-
8, 1995. (See Reunion Schedule, page 20).

The new organization was brought about by a booming
expansion of TENOA, an Ellington Field class organization
which aggressively expanded its members by welcoming all
navigators and observers from all schools and all eras.
Clearly the time had come for an organization dedicated
solely to the practitioners of this ancient craft. Several other
organizations, including Bombardiers, Inc, and the 8AFHS
helped spread the word.

AFNOA started with a full head of steam built up by its
predecessor organization and lost no time in memorializing
its members, past and present. Thirty-two representatives and
friends of the Navigators Observers Organization (see photo
above) gathered at Wright-Patterson Air Museum on October
14, 1994 to dedicate a memorial with suitable protocol.

The group was welcomed by Bob Bobbit, Special Events
Coordinator for the Air Force Museum. The honor guard
from VFW Post 3282, John Kerrigan, posted the colors and
the base chaplain gave the invocation.

Pete Karnoski, First Vice-President of the association
addressed the group in place of President Tom Martin, who
could not be present. He thanked all of those who had assisted
in obtaining the memorial and arranging the ceremony, and
then introduced Wayne Pittman, who gave a memorial address
on the history of navigation and the fantastic World War II
training efforts to develop air crews (see excerpts on page 36).

36

The next event on the program was the unveiling of the
memorial stone itself by General Tim Padden, who dedicated
the monument “In memory of all Navigators and Observers,
past and present, who served their country to secure peace and
security for all.”

Pete Karnoski then presented the memorial to the museum.
A rifle salute, taps, and the retiring of colors, and a few words
by Bob Bobbit concluded the ceremony.

That evening there was a dinner at the Hope Hotel at
which General Padden was the guest speaker. His subject was
the Enola Gay and the rewriting of history by the “politically
correct” crowd at the Smithsonian. A standing ovation was
given to the General at the end of his address. He urged those
present to write to Congress to preclude those in the
Smithsonian from distorting history.

8th AF NEWS, May 1995 (95-2)



i RESTRICTED:
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE
, Office of the COII‘JT;::I'!C!IJ]E’ General _
'_-_SPEGIuL caoms) SRAS G LS RS AR L S i 16" August (1913,
: m:m.....zzs) R AL i A SN :
' The follo‘ang e sgnt ana c"y are directed. 1¥P. TCHNT. TDN, 1-5600
P L3 02 A 212/1,0%25. Pcr diem of 56.00 is auth while in a travel status.
NANE REID FR-- ASED TO-=
MAJ JACCB W. FREDERICKS, 0430990 AC. 4th Bomb ¥ing. Eq Eighth® Air Force
(411 23 hug 19L3)
C .PT RC3ERT -B. EOSSMAN, 0351942 AC. VIII Fighter Comd VIIiI ir Force Serv ©
Car®l GERCE H, CRONIN, 0132251 AC VIITI Bomber Comd . VIII /ir Foree
e : Codiposite Comd
CAPT ROGER O, BUTIGMM, 0295541 AC.VIII Bomber Comd VIII Air Force:

: Composite Comd™
2D LT FrANCIS J . REZARDON, 6885906 AC,.VIIXI Zir Support 1st Bomb Wing =¥
' Comd :

2. The following O having reportod this Hq per compstent auth is a:zd
as Andicated. WP. TDHN. 2

NiME, - - AS0D_TO-—
CHAP {1ST LT) FRANCIS S. RZASA, 0498859 Ch VIII jir Force Serv C

“ 3. The following BM is trfd in gr as indicated. VP. TCNT, TDN. 1-5500
P 4'*1-02 A 212/10L25. _ i N e
_ A ey S T IRFD FR-=2vs Av0 Ao TRFD 10—
Sgt Harzs_'r s. Brumlcy,"l_smzols ST R G Sqabe e @ 5t v 385¢h Bomb Gpiee
T i e T e E‘.ighth Air Force ' FAh

. "4, Under Public Law 155, 77th Ocngress, 16 F-..orLary 1942, DP, the
foll =wing O now on 4D with AAF arc temp promoted in 4US (AC) to gr in dﬂcata:l
Date of rank is date of. this :)v'u—“'r.

N3E LD UNIT ROM-—— TO—
VIII BOUBER COMIAND
Wi LIAM A. HATCHER, JR, 021528 AC 1t Col Col
DEiAR E. WILSON, 021635 iC it Col Col
AURICE A. PRESTON, 02 0673 | c . Lt Col Col
JOSEPH J. NAZZARO, 020364 AC - Thi 000 2 Col
_GECRGE 1. BORTHSON 022362 “c it Col Col.
CHESTZR C. CCX, 0396383 iC Capt Haj
SIM L. BARR) 0791275 iC 1st' L Capt

e
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" HEADQUARTERS. 306TH BOMBARDIENT GROUP (H)

S b Office of ‘the Comanding Officer :
LY CERTIFICATE

L4

The undersigned hereby certifies that Colonel GEORGE L, ROBINSON

has been thoroughly checked in accordance with existing regulations, and
ving the necessary practical experience, is qualified to lead a Combat

Wing on operational missions when it is leading the entire Air Task Foree,

L
*

#5 = '-10*31)}&. TURNER,

§ Colonel, AC,
Date 1 May 19LL,- Commanding,

10th Cambat Bomb Wing (H)
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. | RESTRICTED

AIR.Bu:E FEaDQUARTERS
303RD B E RDMENT GROUP (E) G-B~-4
, . APO 634, U. S. ARMY | "

T , S0 8 My 1943,
SFECIAL CRDERS)
KUFER 102 ) S

l. , The fol nzmed O & E, this Gp, WP G4V, o/e 10 kay 1943, to
Sta’ 101, reptg on arr thereat to Htjor harvey, i=-1 Section, by 1700 hrs, sd,
te carry out instr of CG lst BW, and thense to AAF Stz 586. U is suth $6.00
per day while treveling and while on this TD, E ere suth mont alws in lieu
of rats & grs us prescribed in Teble II, AR 35-4520, for fexm (4) men for )
three (3) days. suth: VOCG lst BW. : :

Lt Col, GEORGE L. ROBINSCN, 022362, Hq 303rd Bomd Gp (H)
T/ gt ERICK X, LINDEWALL, 11009159, 360th Eomb Sq (H)
T/ogt RICHARD J. S.4ITE, 11030710, 360th Eomb Sq (H) .
5/Pgt LINCOLY T, C'COKNELL, 12030685, 360th Eomdb Sq (H)
S/Sgt EOI.RD H. lARDIYE, 39022387, 360th Semd Sq (H)
S/Sgt BEWRY J. SCHNZIDER!aM, 16036237, 360th Pormb Sq (H)

2. Cupt CLiHS E. JOHNSON, 0504697, 427th bomb Sq (H), is hereby
grented & leeve of ubsende for o period of foun (4) days o/a 1% Gimy 1943. suth
AR 608=115,

3, Confirming the VOCG 8th iF, lst it RHUDE M, MATHIS, 0662289,
359tr Bomb Sq (H), WFR o/% 5 ¥ay 1943; to 20 Grosvenor Square, London, for temp
dy not to excee=d three?(3) Zeys,:reptg upon arr thereat to Public Relations Office
for the purpese of making & newsreels Upon completion of this temp dy O will
return to his proper sta. O is auth per diem of 6,00 per duy while traveling
and while on this temp dye TDN FD 34 F 434-02 . 0428-23., Auth: VOCG 8th .F.

4, Confirming the VOCG Bth AF, lst L% WALTEZ G. DONYELLY, 0802355,
H3 303rd Eomb Gp (H), WER /s 5 ~ay 1843, to 20 Grosvenor Square, Londom, for tem;
dyv not to excced two (2) deys, reptg upon errivel trerent tc Public Relotions
Officer for the purpose of making « newsrcel, Upon completicn of this TD O will
rsturn to his proper sta. C is suth per diem of $£6,00 per dey while truveling
and while on this tump dy. TDN FD 34 F 454-02 » 0425-23. Auth: VOCG 8th »F.

5. T/Sgt ROLRT GENTRY, 34189382, is reld fr usgmnt end dy with
33:th Pord Sq (H), »nd is asgé to Detechrment cf Putiants, 2nd Zvacuation
Tospitel, eff this dutu. suth: Cir 77, Eg ETOUS:, 1842,

6. The folliowing O and X, 1062nd (rd Co., WPFR und for @V, c/s

i2 iy, 1%¢% to Widewing, temp dy not to excecd two (2) days, rptg upon arrivel
Tnerect nOT loter thun 1000 hours 13 iy, 1943, for purpese of ctiending . monthi;
conferirce with the Chief Ordnuince C. Upoxn sompletion of this temp dy, € & ¥
+3i11l rhlufrn To their progfor stzs  Fur diem of ¢€.00 is suth € while treveling
T WA Unouhic tump dy.  Eil is cuth mont clws in lisu of rets und qre e i
preseriticd in Toble II, AR 35-4520, for one mun for not to cxeved two (2) duve.
T OFD P41 4B4=02 4 0425-23. auth: ThX F213K, 1F., 9/5/43.

-

A

~, & v eemmvr g Y oy .\ N .
Cupy PUNFHRLY P, O'LELRY, (572578
FVT OVILLIL J. FaTErL, 34188144,



HEADQUARTERS EUROPEAN THEATER
United States Army
Office of the Commanding Gzreral

20 December 19L3

Colonel George L, Robinson

RN "1r Vo*ce Service Command

As 19LL gives provlse of teing a supreme ly in-
ortant year, narticularly for orfficers ana their cormands
in the Zuropeen Theater ol COperations, I am confident you
Teel as 1 Jo that exceptional opportun1u1es for accomplish-
~ent will come shortly to ezch of us. 4ind so, in sending
vou the Season's greetings, I want to assure you of my
contidence and to wish you unguelified success,

In prepering myself for coming events I have
found it helpful to meke a list of guesiions to be used
in self-interrogetion, and I am eunclosing the list, with
<he hope thzt it may bve helpiful to all of us, particulariy
t0 our younger officers. Lay I suzgest that you bring a
sonewhat similar check 1list to the attention of the officers
under you.

Also, I would like vo teke this occasion to
assure you of my sincere appreciation of your leadership
2nd the results you ers accomplishing. In the Kew Yesr,
Day you have the cont*nuins hanpihess which comes when
difricult duties have been well done.

Wost sincerely yours

| &\@c«/////@wﬂd

, JACOEB L. DEVEERS
lieutenant Gensral, U
'} Comrending.

L

?
S, Army,
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ng rave, a8s W& a1l well know, extended every hospitality and ¥indness.

" ths Royal Air Force. 1ne British people in every walk of life in this
1

iooking forward 1o next yzar, we must realize +hat we face the

eritical rear of the war. (ur sssignuaent 18 clear., € shall undertake - §
air paiviles of £ size and sirnificance never »2iore arr sohed, These :
w31l entell ¢oerzre &nt self-szerilice and herd work even surpassing the :
1&5% vard yoar. & C8R undertake ULEse ireve res;onsibilities puoyed oY

ine inow:edgs -2t cur eifort will uest corbaini; ensure viebory end nasten

ire end 0L UnZ wale.

$ell all your ofiicers ané men of compleve 2amiration

T.ease 3 i
of ithem as fignting men and skilled Air rorce technicians ang of wy deef
appreciation of zheir nerd, prave work. Tell them 2lso izt I wish Lhem .

"'
sood nealih, narriness &nc silitery successes for 19thL. 1 shall

; £
go everything in @y power Ve nelr Lhem.

- -

3inceraly,

LVER

t"" r
734 C. bl
1ieutenznb Generzl, USA
Cormanding

»N
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SADIUARTERS
ZIGHTH AIR r(RCE
AYC 633
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AAF Sta. 111,

Dear Colonel Foboinson:

3

Christuas time and approsching hew Year are
ririily seasons for stock taking of the old year and p
New Yeezr. I rnave not been immune te this good America

back cver the jast histcric year

many things to be thenkiud

) been seizcted by
i
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having
s znd great responsipiiif
are the only izerican fo

n by O
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¥ give thaenks for ithe great supjort

vwhe have spared us 2nd sent
ané truths we all cherish;
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v
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neimg -= :rom our

for <her and

ary of Ta
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.
anc ungersuana:

werd: done in the factori

best rossible wearcns for our tough bestiles; &nd fina

znd encourage:rznt we have had from our Zeazders vwho gav

following cuctation frorm a letter recently received Ir
», the Eon, Rabert a. Ilcveli, IllLustrsl

et P L a
Lag 1r’0n vaenlns
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o
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o
[
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o
s, farms and mines, which provided us wi
+

23 December, 1943.

e

.Astoricelly and
larning for the

we nrzve had from
us forth to fight
Tor the hard

the surport

-~ & - Ry

e us tais tzsk. The
3 % -4 -

om Lhe Aszsistant

- ® - - - xe

eg the resl symiathy

"I vish to roodness I could et cver there for = few days,
but that szems tc be out of the gusstion 2t this time in viéw of
the scheduling and rrogramming wnich must be sjuzred zway before
the end of the resr. Ly mein excuse for coming over wonuld be z
rurely rersonzl one, I wish thers was some way I could convey te
thez flighi crews and grounc crews the admiretion I feel for the
job they zre doing end ths way they are cdoing it. 3ut ths strenzih
ef neart znd firimess of juryos2 which they shov is something which
berrars dzscerijiion.”
Gansral Devers, our Juropsan :iizlir IO
gnccuwrared us in evary concelvzble wer, His wle
nave szde the accomrlishuent of our task [ ossibis
sur; ort, we could net have succeeded,
-1 -
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. ' WILL ROGERE FIZLL
’ ‘ OKL~=ON:.

CORRECTED COPY
SFECL.L ORDERS)

JEE/: pé

Mereh 11, 1942,

. NUMEER 82 )

| 1, PAC radin 24F R318G, Hq 2nd AF, Ft Ge-rge Wright, Wsshington,
dsted Karch 10, 1942, t~ the CO, Will Rngers Field, Oklek~me, the £nllowing
ncmed ~fficers ere hereby reld fr uzsgmt snd duty et Will R-gers Field, Okls-
home, £nd ere hereby osgd t~ the -~rganizetinn end siations indicseted, cnd
will proceed without delay t~ their respective stcti-mps, reporting up~n errivel
therzet t~ their Cmmending Officers for duty:

301TH BONB. GF, GAIGER FIALD, |.~-SHIKGTON
Copt S-MUEL J. GORMLY, JB,, 0289770, C,

39TH BOME GP, TUCSON, .RIZONA
Ccpt '~ LTER E. ,RNOLD, JP., 0339832, ..C.

— S03ED BOMB GF, BOISE, ID..HO
—_ {/ Cept GZORGE L. ROBI'SON, 022362, ~C,
___/

305TH BOMB GROUP, S.:LT L.KE CITY, UT:iH
Cept JOBN F. DeRUESY, 022612, ~C.
First Lieut RICE.RD L. CAiLL. .Y, 022371, .C,
First Lieut CLENONS ¥. wURZR.CH, 028562, .C,
First Lieut DON.LL X, F.RGO, 0330152, ~C.
First Lisut "ILLL.¥ Z. S.ULT, 0403822, -C.
First Lieut TOMN H. T YLOL, 0403850, .C.
First Lieut R:Y L. SCOTT, 0401243, iC.

r

The QM will furnish the nscessery T. If trevel is performed by
priv-tsly ~wnsd c-~nveycnes the provisi~ns ~f per 1 £, ~it 605-180 gpplies.

Trav2l -f depzandents is suth-rizzé.

TLN ond pzyment vhen msde is chrrerscble ¢~ procurement auth ity
-06, 15-06 .. 0410-2, F-r pscking, crnting, end shipring ~f suth-rized
2

FIL 1402 7 1 s
~1d g~~ds is chergscsble t~ procurement cuth-rity QN 1628 P 61-07, 72-13

h~useh~14d
i. QE85-2,

The FO will furaish cy »f Fd Vou t» Hg 2rd ..F, ¥t George Wright,
“zshingt~n, without dslzy, =né els~ cy ~f Vou t~ Buse S-&, this Stz.

By nrder of Conlonel DzFORD:

J-1EZ¢ H. BE.RLY,
l1st Lt., «ir Corps,
..Giutrnt,.
OFFICI.I: ‘
I, W/f C‘/ -’
JiIES B, FEALY, j )
1st Lt., 4ir Corps,

deUt’ NG



v

HZADGIARTERS T1F:87 AIR PR
Jffics of the Commanding General
15 January 1943,
3I¥ERAL, ORDIR )
}‘.O..otoo-ols ) ? EEE-—&EE - )
x X X
III., Uver the provisions e¢f Arny R,gulatzons 602-45, © ug;st 1952,

es emenisd and pursuant to authority conteinsd in Section I, Circular 74,
Hg., BTOUSA, 18 Hovenmerb 1943, ths AIR !EDaL is awerded to the fol1ow.n5
Officers and Enllsted Len, .

GEORGE L, ROBLLSIW, 0-22332, Lisutenunt Colonel, 305rd Sombardment Group {i),
Army Air Xorces, unépcd Stutes srmy. For extruordinary schievsacnt while
serving as Commander of & Group of humberdment airplanes und ilot of & 3-17
airsiare, on & combat mission over snemy occupisd Continertel Lurope, 25 N ov-
exber 1842, Intense and accurate anti-sircralt fires wes encountered at 21,000
feet eltituis over the targst. The airplens was demeged, snd was then attacksd
by four ¥E-109 airplanes, espits these adverse conditions, Licutenant Colenel
2obinson remainsdcalmly at his DOct succosied in ecading the enmemy pursuit,
12¢ his =atire formetion saftly beck to a friemdly bese axd 1 anded the demaged
sirplan=. The courage, coolness,-SKill and ousstanding leudership dlSDlSyad by
Lieutsnant Colonel Robineoa upon this occasion was 1arr51t responsible fdr the
success of s highly important bombia:; mission and flecvs high=st credit upon
this IJfficer ard the Arnmed rorces of th= United Statcs. how: address: Bex £24,

b
Corona del iar, Zelifornia,’

3y cowmaend of iHmjor Gemeral EAYLR:

. C. C. CHATICEY,
Yival e iimv laperpl . T2 L
""C&“"'" s2nerfl, cives e y
- [
Cnief wf Staffl,
OFPFICIAL:
/s/'H. 3. wulton,
/E/ ¥, 8, CYLTON,
CO’.'J..C-L, “‘--\:.-‘-’ ‘ ) . - )
- - -/
actr. Adj. General, P
- — T o

-

LOTRRES TR 1) G £
L CERTITILL TRUE ERTRLLT CO0T: "cdo-, air Co.us,

“tiu 't
34 £i. Bomb Gp (H).

-
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH nIR FORCE
- Iffice of -the Commaniing Genoral
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G«,uERAL ORD':TR )
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16 Februury 1243,

x ) x x
V., Jnder t%ﬂ orovisions of .uny Reguletions 800-45, 8 August 1632, as
umendsd, end pursusnt to aulhority contsined in fsction I, Circulur 74, Hg.,
ZTOUS4, 18 NovnmJer 1942, the 2AK LIAF CLUSTIR is awarded to the Po;luw_“g
nensd Officers and Bn lis%ed en, in addition to the Air ledal pre =viously
ewarded,
x x * x
FIVE BOAMBIR CONBAT MISSIONS OVER ZHW‘Y QCCUFIED CURTLHENTAL ZURIPI:

X

Guyq L. ROZINWSGH,

0-22382,
ited &

X

Zisutenunt Colonel, o

X

J3rd Bombardmoat Group

(#), &rmy air Forces, uni Stutes army. Homs eddress: 1136 We=st 37th Street
Los Angeles, Califgrnia,
x b X
3u comnmund of Hajor General EAKER: :
£.C. CIHadczy,
5rigadisr General, U.S.A4,,
. Chief of Staff,

JFFICILL:

£/ He G, Culton,
%Y H. 6. CULTON,
Colonel, A.G.D.,

Actg. 4dj. Gencrel,

= - . -
a CERIIFTID TRIS CIPY: . g . .
i T e ST -
T, . DY Y, did. » /
tajor, Air Coros
A jutent,
o~ PR - s -
356%x 3omb Cp <E).
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CHIERAL ORDERS ) '
. : : e iPO 63k,
Ho. 89 ) BXITRACET 8 July 193,
X | X x
LWARDS OF OAK LEAF CLUSTER TO AIR MEDAL = = = = = = = = === == = = = == ==t
Tk xSk

. II, TUnder the provisimms of Army Regulations 60045, 8 imgust 1932, as amended,
end pursuant to authority contained in Seotion I, Cirailer 36, Hg ETOUSA, 5 April 1943,
and ltr Hq Eighth Air Forces, 16 April 1943, Subject Mhiwexds and Decorations", an OAK
IRLF CLUSTER is awarded to the following=named Officers and Znlisted Mem, in addition -
50 the Air }edal previcusly awarded, ,

;tations For excepbionally meritorious achisverment, vhile perisicipating in
five seperste bambar combet missions over enemy occupied ContinenGel Zurope, The
caurage, coolness and skill displayed by these Officers and nlisted lM=n uponr these
occasions reflect great credit upon themselves and the Axmed Forcés of the United
States, = = S : - il

X X .z '_
CSORGE L, ROBIISON, 0-22362, Lieubensnt Colonel, 306th Basberdment Group (H),

Lroy I3r Forces, united States Army, Home address; 1136 West 37th Street, Los
Angeles, California, ’ ' _

X X X
By cz.jmma.tﬂ of Brigadier General P, L, ANDERSON:

SUEN 4, SAMFORD,
Colmmel, AC,

OFFICTAL: o Chief of Staff,

s/ Biward B, Toro

t/ =D5:RD E, TORO,
Colonsl, AGD,
Adjutant Gensral,

A CEXRIRIZD TRUE BXTRACT COPI:-

- ’ 4 .-

. T e e 4;;'" y
C.. .Go M, JR. ? .-’/
M@JG-‘-', Air Corps,
Af Jutant,
306th Bab Group (H).



FEADQURRTESS “IGITH AIR FORCE
Jffice of vhe Commanding feneral

7 hugust 1943,

EXTRALCT .
x x x

ViI, \Under the provisions of 60C-45, 8 Aurust 1832, es
amended, and pursuant to wuthority conteins: I
Lo5 *

Jirculer 33, iq.,
210384, & u)‘ i1 1343, un SAL ;
Fal

tre Tollowiag named

J7licers in addition %o the Alr K ; ously awarded,

X ‘ x , . x

- ‘ e - ‘1
- 3EJR3T L, ROBINSOH, 0-22362, Lieutenent Colonel, Army Air Forces, Umited.
States irmy. For meritorious achievemsnt u:lle leading his Group on & bombard
K Y & L ~ ’
ment mission owar enemy occupied Europe, 4 April 1543, Colonsl Ro“inson dirsci-
ed the unit from his posiu*on as Pilot ol gl 1#&"n5 airplene, ihen the lecad-
ing group was fiercely attacked by & lurge fcroe of ensmy fighter planss, Colonel
Hobinsor skilfully mensuvered his unit into s position where its firs puwer
was efflective in defenze of the ettacled group, 4s & result of Tiiis, ths
determined enemy opposition was broisn ap and the objestive was successfully
bombed, The courege, skill and leadershipn dusnlayal by Colonel Rotizsor on this’
occassion rellect grest credii uoon himcell and the Armed Forces ol tne “nited
- - s - " - .

Stetrs, lioms address: Bex %24, Coroune del llerm Cgllfor1-a.

x x x

3v comnmend of Major Censral TAEZSR:
C. C. CHriMNCEY,
Brisﬁiier General, U.S5.4.,
Chief of Steff,

JFFICI

%
=/ H. 3. CULTOY,
Colomsl, G

A.Golley
Adjutunt Cenerel.

.’

]
x
]
]
3
3}
)

i
0

oV
L

‘u

.
e
N,

A CERTIFTD TRIT ZY.TRACT




boxbing mission over Germcny, 1

Sonmbardment

HEADQUARTERS B

Wing from his

Lkt 4

'J... S

=11 FORCEZ

. Office of the Commmnding ’Oﬂ»ral
SRR 17 rugust 1543,
GEWERAL OHDER ), .- ' :
I\O.ooooac; 131) B}:TR!\.CT
x X X
iI. Under the provisicns of army Rejulatiovns B00-4F, 8 sugust 1332, es
amenled, and px*b“a % to uathorits contuined In Section I, Circulur 36, io.,
ETIUSA, S spril l the SILVUR 5TAR io ewardsd to the fallewing nunmed 8 icers,
X 4 X
G 3338 L., RI3BIISN, 0-22352, Lisutenant Colonsl, army s&ir Forces, Unifted
States "rmy ror gallantry in ac i n, while serving as Combzi Loader on a
8 1

nson dirscted a
of the fornm-

Colonel Robi
the leading mirplans

arch 1043,

vosition in

...,ary oITD ¥
atioui. Under his inspiring 1saa~*siip, a hizhly important and hesavily defended
ailitery ca~°ct1v was success? Lllvr'amhed. The courace, sikill and brilliang
lc'd:rsdlp displuyed by Tolonel Rebinson on chis occusion reflect ths hijhest
eredit upon himsell und the armed Forcves of the United States. iome address:
Corone Zel ilar, Celifornia,
X X X
By comxinnd of Lajor General EiKIR:
CoCo C ‘.UJCTJ"_’
3rigadier Gsneral, U.S5,.A,.,
Chiof of Staff,
OFFICIAL:
/s/ T 3. Culitonm,
// 8. 3. CTLTON,
Colznel, A.G,D.,
Adfautant General,
P - - -

A CERTIFIED TRUE TITRACT COPY: . L .

ST i - e

C. & oY, Ji., ‘

Uelor, Alr Vorgs,

: Adjutant,
355ta Jomb Gr (1),




HPADQTARTEHS E1GHTH ALk PORCE
Office of the Commanding General -

Zé Xo vedbcr 143,
TRAL ORDERS

Yo, - 213

[ i3
| >4
|3
| =3
i>
jo
|+

X ' y | X

11, Under the provisions of Army Regjulations 600-4
3, o~d nursvant to authority canta*r~“ ir uccv,c I
JS., B April , the DISTINGUISHEED FLYING CROSS i
lawing named < cars, who have orev1c‘q1 carned t

Laef Clusters for wear ‘hzrcnztn.

l
[ ] UI

I

=2 s

¢

(SIS N D o

R

30IRGE L, ROBINSOY, 0-22352, Colounsl, army Alr s v
irmy, 1or exiraordlinary achievemsnt, while participating in mor
missions over ensmy occ up-ad zuroce. On two of the

Zobinson served a3 Cambut Leader of & Hepvy Bomberdment Sing and
on two other cccasions led hic “roup, i 2
the wvtack of m combut wing on tae micslio iug
bomb an importunt military instaullstion, Flying in the lcedin
Colonel Robincon led the fermution through deternirnsé ensmy o
hombed the target without the loss of e&n airplune, The coureg
leadsership displuyed by Colon=1l Robinson on all these occasiocns
1nsn-rat‘on to membars of his command, His actions reflsct highe st credit
uapon himself and the armed Forces ol the United Stutes. ZEalsrs
service from Califorrisa,

X X ' X

By coymend of Hujor Genesral ZAKER:
€.C, CHAUNCEY,
3ricadisr Seneral, J.5.4.,
Crnisf of Steff,
OFFICiAL:
’s/ =. G. Culton,
/+/ 3% 67 CULTON,
Colonal, A.G.D.,
4d jutant General,
A CURTIFILD TRIL DNTRACT COPY: P -
B R SRS <
cw, pay,arn, T/
llajor, »ir Corps, ¢
Adjurant,

3085n 3omdb Gp ().
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GZ inl. JRDERS ) o Hg VII1 Bombur Commend,
N S £2) 634
Yo, 230 ) : 19 Decerber 1643,

» . ) B * * ! : ‘ *x 17 ' *

117, 'AU.nc':er', the p"w151 cms of Armv Pecultﬁaﬁ_ms 630 &5, 3 J'LUF.lSt 1932, as
a." anded, anxd pursuazt to authority contained in Sect ,1on i, Circ: zlar 36, g =TJTEA,
5 4pril 1943, au:i itr Hg Bighth Air Force, 20 Septonmter 1.753 Subject ”hmras and
Det,nrations ', an DAK 13aF CLUSTER is awarded to the "‘o'l lcr.'lr\r-—nambd Jfficer and

Erniislea Han for Wear with uae Uistinguished Flving Lross previously awardesd.

GLORGE L. ROBINSON, 0-28382, Colonel, 3J0%th Bomburdment Growp (H), sray
43, Forcas, United Sistes sarmy. Ior extrsordinery echivvenent, wA_le serving us
Pilot oz fifteen bomberdment missions over enemy oceupied Cantinental » Zurope., Jis-
pluying; great courege and skill, Colonel Robinson hes muterially uided in the suc-
cerg of eac}r of the fifteen mission 5 and his actions are an inspiring exemple for
nie fellow fiyere, - The courage, covlness und s::zl displpyed by Colonel Robinsor

-
on p1] taese occasions reflset the highest credit .rg:m nimself and the frmed rforces
of g.¢ -mited Stutes. Home mddress: 1136 lest 57th Strsei, Lo ,;3_2r°les, Celifornia.
» x » = &
3y commazd of Brigedisr Jeneral IDDGLS:
JM L. 3aF0RD,
Colnnel, G3C,
Chiel of Stall.
JPFiCIisL:
/z/ Téward 3, Toro,
/=/ EDFAARD T, TORI,
Colonel, AGD,
a2 Fabend Gopersi.
- o
4 CIRTITIED TRUS IDITRACT CoPY¥s o

(/,./5/ A
o Fou, anl, S
v jor, Al r(Corps,
adiutunt,
3056th Bomd Gp ().
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ALBERT J. MANDELARO, 12099712, Sergeant, Airmy Air Forces,
United States Arsy. For meritaorious achievement, in accomplishing five
bombardzent missions as a Cameraman over enemy occupied urcpe. The
courage, coolness and skill displayed by Sergeznt Mandelaro on all these
occasions reflect the highest credit upon himseif and the Aried Forces
of the United States., Entered military service from New York.

By comand of Lieutenant Seneral EAKER:

C. C. CHAUNCEY,
Brigadier Gensral, U.S,A.,
Chief of Staff,

DISTRIBUTION: Speciel Awards.
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iiing of 3-17 airplenes on a boubing mission over Germany, 6 September
1943, when the assigned target was found to be obscured by heavy cloud
cover, Colonel Hatcher led the formation to another important objective,
which was successfully bombed, in spite of determined enemy opposition.
The courzge, skill and leadership displsyed by Colonel Hatcher on this
occasion reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the
United States. Entered military service fram Weashington. '

_ MAURICE A. PRESTON, 0-20673, Colonel, Army Air Forces,
United States Army. For meritorious achievement, while leading a
Combat %ing of B-17 airplanes on a bombing mission over enemy oc cupied
Zurope, 3 September 1943. In spite of adverse weather conditions,
Colonel Fresion skilfully led the formation over the target, which was
effectively bombed, causing damage to importaznt enemy installations,.
The courzge, skill and leadership displeyed by Colonel Preston on this
occzsion reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the
United States. Entered military service from Celifornia.

ROBERT B. SATTERGHITE, 0-388436, Lieutenznt Colonel, Amy Air
Forces, United Statas army. For meritorious achievement, while serving
2s Combzt Leader of a Heavy Bombardment Division on a mission over enemy
occupied Eurcpe, 9 September 1943. During the bombing run, Colonel
Satterwhite's plane sustsined a direct flak hit, which wounded the
bombardisr and rendered him unconscious. Due to this unfortunate
incident, he led the fomation to the secondary target, relincuishing
the lead position just prior to the bombing run. This targel was bombed
with excellent results. The courage, skill erd leadership displayed by
Colonel Satterwhite on this occasion reflect greast credit upon him=f
and the Ammed Forces of the United States., Entered military service
from Florida,

CHARLES H. SACKERSON, C-661971, Captain, Army Air Forces,
United Stetes Army. For meritorious achievement, while serving as
Co-Pilot of the leading airplane of a Combat #ing on a bombing mission
over Germany, 8 October 1943. Shortly after leaving the English coast,
one engine of his plane cessed to function. Displaying couresge and
flying skill, Captain Sackerson assisted the pilot in maintaining the
lead position and in accomplishing a highly successful mission. His
actions on this occasion reflect great credit upan himself and the
irmed Forces of the United States. Entered military service from

Onio. .




importszst mission and reflect greet credit upon hinmself znd the Armed
Forces of the United States. Entered military service from Fennsylvania,

THOMAS H, SINGER, 0-729509, lst Liewtenznt, Army Air Farces,
United States Aruy. For extraordinary achievement, while serving as
Bombardier of a Combat iing an a mission over Germany, 8 October 1943.
On appreaching the target area, the formation was subjected to persistent
attacks by enemy fighters and encountered intense concentrations of anti-
aireraft fire, Though the target was partially obscured by heavy smoke
and haze, Lieutenant Singer, knowing the bombing effort of the entire Wing
depended on his accuracy, accomplished an excellent bombing run and released
his borbs directly on the objective, The cowraze, coolness and technical -
skill displayed by Lieut enant Singer on this occasion materially aided in
the completion of a highly successful mission and reflect great credit upon
himself and the Armed Forces of the United 3t:ztes, Entered military
service from Alzbema,

ATLLIAN S, WINNESHIEK, 792190, lst Lieutenart, Ammy Air Forces,
United States irmy. For extraordinary achievemnent, while serving as
Pilot of a 3-17 zirplene on a boxmbing mission over enemy occupied Europe,
L October 1943. After completian of the bombing run, his aircraft was
attacked by a large number of enemy fighters. During the running battle
which followed, three engines of his plzne were knocked out by 20 1 cannon
shells, Digplaying courage and superb airmanship, Lieutenant winneshiek,
aided by the co-~-pilot, skilfully handled the almost uncontrollable airplene,
which was vibrating violently. Though the enemy fighters were eluded by
tzking advantage of 211 cloud cover, a farced landing in the sea sesmsd
inevitable, Maneuvering his plane with great skdll, lLieutenant Winneshiek
reached the coast of England and accomplished a crash landing, without
further injury to any mesmber of the crew. His actions on this occasion
reflect highest credit upon himself and the Amed Forces of the United
States, ©Entered military service from Pennsylvania,

IV. Under the provisions of Army Hegulations 600-45, 22 Septexber
1943, and pursuant to authority conteined in Section I, Circular 36, Ha.,
ETOUSA, 5 April 1943, the AIR LEDAL is awarded to the following named
Enlisted lmo

10UIS H. ZUSSER, 16038860, Sergeant, Army Air Forces, United
States Army. ~For meritorious achievement, in accomplishing five bombardment
missions as a Cameraman over enemy occupied Europe. The courage, coolness
and skill displayed by Sergeant Zusser on all these occasions reflect the
highest credit upon himself and the Amed Forces of the United States.
Entered military service from Illinois,

V. Under the provisions of Aramy Regulations 60C-45, 22 September
1943, and pursuznt to authority contained in JSection I, Circular 36, Ha.,
ETOU3A, 5 April 1943, an OAK IEAF CLUSTER is eswarded to the following named
Officers esnd Enlisted Men, for wesr with the 4ir lledal previously awarded.

ey

WILLIAM A, HATCHRER, Jr., C=21528, Colonel, inny Air Forces,
For meritorious achievensnt, while leading a Comdat

United States Army.
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He directed the attack of a Combat iing on the mission dispatched, 16
August 1943, to boxb an important military jnstallation. Flying in the
leading aircrait, Colonel Robinson led the formation through determined
enemy opposition and borbed the target withouat the loss of an airplane.
The courage, skill and leadership displayed by Colonel Robinson on all
these occasions served as an inspiration to members of his command.

His actios reflect highest credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of
the United States. Entered military service from California.

o THOMAS K. McCEHEE, 0-3530L9, Lieutenant Colonel, Amy Alr
Foiges, United Sates Army. For extreordinary achievement, while
participating in -more than twenty bombing missions over enemy occupied -
Europe. On the mission dispatched 16 September 1943, Colonel HcGehee
served as Cambat Lezder of a Heavy Bombardment Wing. Flying the leading
airplene, he skilfully led his formation through heavy concentrztions of
anti-zircraft fire and effectively pombed a target of vital importance,
without the loss of a single aircraft. The courage, siill and leadership
displayed by Colonel licGehee on 211 these occasions have been an inspiration
to 211 flying with him. His actions reflect highest credit upon himself
and the Armed Forces of the United States. Entered military service from
4lzbama.,

11I. Under the provisions of Aroy Regulations 600-45, 22 September 1943,
and pursuant to authority canteined in Section I, Circular 36, Ha., ETOUSA,
5 april 1943, an QAK 1EAF CLUSTER is awardsd to the following named Officers,
for wear with the Distinguished Flying Cross previously awarded. :

THOMAS ‘K. McGEHEE, 0-353019, Iieutenant Colonel, irmy Alr Forces,
United Stetes Army. For extraordinary achievemsnt, while serving as
Leader of a Combat ing on & bombardment mission over Germany, 8 October
1943. Colonel kcGehee directed the attack from his pos jtion as Pilot of
the leading aircraft.. Shortly after leaving the English coasi, ome engine
of his plane ceased to function. In spite of this, Colonel McGehee,
thinking only of the mission entrusted to him, continusd to lead the
formation. Though subjected to determined atiacks by enemy fighters and
intense,accurate flak during the bombing run, the Wing released its bombs
effectivelyon a target of vitel impartance. The courage, sikill and leader-
ship displeyed by Colonel licGehee were directly responsible for the
corpletion of a highly successful mission and reflect great credit upon
himself and the Armsd Forces of the United States. Entered military service

from Alzbama,

RAYMOND E. 3ROOKS, 0-664868, lst Lieutenant, Army air Forces,
United Stztes Army. For extreordinary achievement, while serving as
havigator of a Combat wing on 2 bombardnent mission over Germany, 8 October
1943, ©n approaching the target area, the formation was gubjected to
persistent attacks by enemy Tignters and encountered intense concentrations
of anti-zircraft fire. Displaying courage and & high degree of technical
gbility, Lieutenant Brooks navigated the Wing through the heavy opposition
and on Lo the target with such skill that 211 the aircraft returned safely,
after successfully bombing the objective., 1he actions of Lieutenanb
Brooks on this occasion meterially zided in the completion of a highly




v,

pilot in handling the almost uncomiollzble airplane, wiich was
vibreting violently. Though the en2ny fighters were eluded by taking
advantage of cloud cover, a forced landing in the sea seemed inevitable.
By skilfu:l maneuvering, the English coast was reached and a crash landing
accompliched without further injury to any member of the crew. The
actions of Licutenant Bevins on this occasion reflect highest credit upon
himself znd the Armed Forces of the United States. Entered militery
service from Tennessee. '

RAYMCND F, FRILBACH, 0-803501, 2nd Lieutenent, Amy Air Forces,
United States Arny. For extraardinary achievement, while serving as o
Mavigator of a B-17 airplzne on a borbing mission over Germany, 8 October "~
1943, Suring a fierce attack by enemy fighters, Lieutenant Feilbach was
wounded znd his zircraft heevily damzged. After successfully bombing the
target, the pilot was wnzble to meintzin e position in the formation. In
spite of his painful wounds, Lisutenant Feilbach sidlfully navigated the
sircraft back to the home base. The coursge, technical skill and devotion
to duty displayed by Licutenant Feilbach on this occasion reflect highest
credit upon himself and the Armed Farces of the United States, Entered
military service fromr Louisiana,

Gr=ALD A, REED, C-681476, 2nd Lieutenant, Army Air Forces,
United States Army. For extraordinary achieverent, while serving as Co-
Pilot of a B-17 airplane on a bombing mission over Germany, & October 1943.
Prior to reaching the objective, his eircraft sustained a direct flak hit,
which destroyed a portion of the left wing, damaged the right wing, and
severed most of the control cables, Though unable to remain with the
formation, due to the almost urmanagesble condition of his plane, Lieuternant
Reed assisted the pilot in successfully bonting encther target of importance.
With the airplane vibrating so violently that there was danger of it obrezking
up in mid-air, he skilfully aided the pilot in flying it back to England.
7hen the pilot ordered the entire crew to bail out in arder that he might
return the plane to the coest, wiere it could crash harmlessly into the
sea, Lieutenznt Reed remained with the pilot until the rest of the crew had
bailed out and then he jumped. The courage, coolness and skilful airmanship
displayed by Lieutenant Reed on this occasion reflect highest credit upon
himself and the Armed Forces of the United States., ZEntered military service

from Iliinois.

iI. Under the provisions of irmmy Regulations 600-45, 22 September
1943, and pursuant to authority contained in Section I, Circular 36, Ha.,
ETCUSA, 5 Aspril 1943, the DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS is awarded to the
foliowing nzmed Officers,who have previously earned the Air Yedal and three
Cak Leaf Clusters fa wear therewith,

GECRGE L. ROBINSON, 0-22362, Colonel, Arm; Forces, United
States Army. For extraordinary achieyeszent, whij€ periicipating in more
than ten bombing missions over enemy dcupied Txfrope. On two of these
missions Colonel Robinson served as g%b/at'ze.der of a Heavy Bombardment

Wing and on two other occasions led hys Grjip, flying the leading airplane.
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l. -t is 1nd=£d gratifying to huve th‘s cynresslan of comiz ancé-
xiofi from che Com=anding General, 3ighth Adr Force.
- "

2. Realizing that the success of this cetter was due sabirsly %o
.. . =miTorts of yourself and those aader ysu I desire to &dd my personsl
vl i ’ &
aﬁyfgciatisz sop She care, &tbration, and sxkill whaich you displuysd,

3. Your atissbion is iavitved to .o instractions of tne Townanding
seneral, Bighta alr Torce, rezerding dissemizatioan.

/s/ F L. ANDERSON

7t/ . L. KiDZRSIN
Brluaalcr Geueral, U.S.h.

Commandiag.
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I wish to express i you &nd through you to all members of
you= staff my adnreczatlon of the effort and coordirmation witch
Lewe resulted in comrerduiion from tne Sscretary of Wsr, Thsater
Co-—ender, Commanding Jenersl, Eizhth Alr Iorce snd Conzmanding
uu:-ral; VIil Eombzr Corzmnd. :

' ‘ /s/ FRaNE h. RUSTRONG, dR.,
/t/ FRANE A, »DESTRING, JR.,
3ri gudier C-:.cral, U.5. 4o,

Commanding.
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ZIGHTE AR FORCE
ETCUSA
July 17, 1943.
SU3JECT: Comzendation.
70 . Trigedisr 3sneral Frederick L. indersenr Jre,
Commerding Gensrsl, VIIT 32.3ER C3TLKD. ‘
1., The ViiIth Sowber Ccarand, —artical.rly you and your stalff,
cexersl srmstrong exd sher 1st VWiny steff and Cslor=l Jodizeoca,
Co.menmding Officer, 30Ctn Grou; end nis orginizeuion, wlre comnended
for the oxcsilent errangensnis worred out and cwrrisd out fer the
visit of the Secretary of lar, Ihe sgmauradls Seary L. Stimson, ard
for the cersmony in co nectior with the wward of Ine Coagressional
Jedel of Honor to ant eynsrd E. Smith. T,s cerencny, the
military Dewring he sppekrancs of The Troops and 8ll otne
arrungements snowed excellent orzanizstion and # full understurding
of exsuplary Comuard sad staff work, Lt is my desire thai you call
to the atiertion of #ll whese 3d0¢ judgiment wnd serd work made
possible this excellent effort, the forszoing cormendation. X
3timson, the Sscrevalry of iier, axnd Genecral Jevers, our Theaisr
Commarder, sxpressed w;precistion for the srrenpermenbs ead wers
complimentery of tae of7icers ené troops ouserved and znet. The
gerformaace of you snd your officsrs on tnis oceasion redounds to
tne credit of ths “wih Lir Forca, thae ViIIita tamber Command, The
]

. ig:
st Wizg =2d the 306th Groud.

/s/ TRA C, DAIGE
/t/ Ini C. DakER

izior Seneral, U. S. 4.

e
CommincGing,

ORI

[SUSTIRRAE. PN
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. Uno.cr, the Drows:.or.s of il.::‘my Re gul ic:\.‘s £a0-L5,; 8 Zugusk 5-32, l'
. a, ar@ pursnant to aut hc-r"ty contained- in Section I, Gﬂ'culu 35,

SPOURL, 5 April 102:.3, and GAK 12a@ CL‘\-‘ST:',R,"S a.—-:.rdx..ﬁ to ﬂ.e follc‘?'*?'- ’
icers in add t" cn o the Air. }!-'*c.al *orer' ousl,r avaro.no.. PR =
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£ECREE L. ROBIISON, b-2¢392 Lﬂe ten’znu Colo.-., , Army. AdT Forces,”’ ,
{,_—_it;-f.,States Lrzre  For mnrltor" o3 achievement while lsading his Group | ... “
on 2 pombardment mission over enemy cccupied _;w'cmg L A‘Grll 1943, - Colone :
Rovirzon directed the unit from his positicn as Pilui of ul‘;e_le,'adiilg"a‘i_’:;g -
Dlanzs fhen the leg.cm.b'gv‘o.xp was f’i'e“ce];, attacksd by a large forge of -
eneny fighter planes, Colonel Rcbinson sk i]_ull_f mansuvered nis 4L.n'-'l: :mto
2 '\cs;ulo*', where its. fire power’ was ef:“e tive -in defense _uf the fattaoked e
groug. - As a result of this, the’ ..;euef:.::.ped ene..y onoos:.tlon was broken up: .’
ang txe obaect:.ve vis successfully bombed. - The coz.ra.ce, skill and. leader-?_. :
 ship displeyed by Go'l onel Ro’b.nson on this occasion rel lect éreat cv‘emt
unen hiaself and t u..v *mzd Forces of tne Un..tad Sta"os. - :Iune Amv-essw

Bex :._.L Go*'cna Del al:.i'o*'r'la.

-*-+++1-——1-+-‘-+++-‘-+'r+++1- ++-+-F+1-+

’ g 35 comsand of Major Gensral EATFR: k
o c. C. c~-,u;\ :uf
o Brigadier Generel, U S A., o
UFRICTAL: - Chief of Stal?,

A, &, CUiLlGH,
COlO")el, -10'?70.—0, :
Adjutant Gensrazl.

.

VIS TR ION: Special Awercs.



HEADYUARTERS
EIGHTE AIR FORCE
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE

ARO 633, U.S. Army
16 July 1945,

 Col. Ged:ge Roﬁinson, :
VIII Bomber Command,
AP0 634, U.S. Army.
Dear Col. Robinson,

Ther'e:d.'gencies of public relations are notoriously emsperat;‘.ng to
field cormanders ,A and constantly a VstrginAon private 'relations as well.
Yesterday's decoratiorn ceremony went off éo well that‘iﬁ'mst 'sﬁ.rely
constitute some milestone in c.:sur éffqrts. In gny cese it caJJsfor the
sincere tz;e.hks of this office for the very fins co-operation which you az-xd,
your steff extended in that part of it which coﬁcemed us, ‘

I understend that the Sacrétary of War was highly pleased with the
'arrangsmeﬁts and performence of all irvolved, and that is praise.

With renewed thanks and personal regards, I am, SZLI', ’

Yours most sincerely ’

| Pty

Lt. Col., A.C.,
Public Relations Officer.




HEADQUARTZRS EIGHTH 4IR ROURCE
Cffice of the Commanding General

24 November 1943.
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A4ARDS CF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROS3™ # % % * %
KiA%DS OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS® % i # % %

*
AwARDS CF CrK LEAF CLUSTER T0 IRHE DISTINGUISHED ¢ !
AGARD CF 4TR MAXDAL % 36 3¢ 3F 3¢ % 48 3¢ 3% # % 3 ¥ 9 ¥ ¥ % % ¥ % % IV
KSARDS CF OAK LELFT JLUSTZR TC THE ATR LEDAL % % % % % & & & % ¥

I. Under the provisions of Army Reguistions 60C-45, 22 September 1943,
and pursuant to authority contsined in Section I, Circular 36, lq., ETOU3a,
5 April 1943, the DISTINGUISHED FLYING JRC3S is awarded to the following
nemed Cfficers.

S8 L. BARR, (~791275, Ceptain, Army air Forces, Unilted States
irmy. For exiraordinary achievement, while leading a Squadron of 8-17
airplanes on a bombing mission over Germany, 17 August 1943, En;oute to
the target, one engine of his aircraft was disabled, the instrument panel
practically destroyed and other serious damage sustained. In spite of this,
Ceptain Barr continued to lead his unit and though subjected to persistent
fierce sttacks by enemy fighters, successfully bombed the target, The
excellent results obtained by his Squadran can be attributed to the courage,
8kill and tenacity of purpose displayed by Captain Barr. His actions on
this occasion reflect highest credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of
the United States., Entered military service from Mississippi.

WILLIAM G. BROACH, Jr., 0-791277, lst Lieutenant, Army Air Forces,
United 3tates Army. For exiraordinary achisvement, while serving as Pilot
of a B~17 airplane on a bombing mission over enemy occupied Europe, 4 October
1943, when the plane above his was farced out of position by enemy fighters,
while releasing its bombs, Lieutenant Broach's eircraft was severely damaged
and momentarily went out of cantrol, Displaying courage and skilful airman-
ship, Lieutenant Broach returned his airplane to level flight and effectively
bombed tne target. During the return journey,he was unable to keep up with
the formation and as a result was subjected to fierce attacks by enemy planes.
By diving his airplane to low altitude and taking advantage of all cloud
cover, he successfully eluded the attacking fignters and returned his plane
to Englard, vhere a safe landing wes made. The actions of Lieutenani Broach
on this occasion reflect highest credit upon himself znd the Armed Forces of
the United States. ©Entered military service from Virginisa.
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CARL W. DAWURSKE, O0-736485, lst Lieutenant, Armmy Air Farces,
United States Army.  For extraardinsry achievement, while serving as Filot
of a B-17 airplane on a bombing mission over Germany, 4 October 1943.
Frior to reaching the objective, his aircraft sustained a direct flak hit, -
which destroyed a portion of the left wing, damaged the right wing, and
severed rmost of the control cables, Though unsble to remain with the :
formatiod, due to the almost unmanageable condition of his plane, Lieutenant
Dawurske selected a target of importance, which was bombed with success.
Upon returning to England, he ordered the entire crew to bail out and when
they were all safely away he headed his crippled plane for the coast, where
it ¢oald crash into the sea, without harm to anyone. With his airplane vibratir:
so violently that there was danger of it breaking up.in mid-air, Lieutenant
Dawurske flew it out over the water and then bailed out. He was safely _
rescued 2 short time later, The courage, flying skill and devotion to duty
displayed by Lieutenznt Dzwurske on this ocezsion uphold the highest traditions
of the Arzy Air Forces, Entered military service from Cziifornia,

WILLIAM C. GREGG, 0-794655, lst Lieutenant, Army Air Farces,
United States Army., For extraordinary achievement, while serving as Filot
of a 2-17 airplane on a bozbing mission over Geramsny, 17 August 1943. fihen
the souadron commanier was forced to abandon the formation, Lieutenant Gregg '
assumed lzadership of the squadron. Though under constant attack by enemy
fighters, he skilfully led his unit over the target, vhich was bombed with
excellent results. During a fierce attack by enemy planes after the bombing
ran, his aircraft was severely damaged. In spite of this, Lieutenant Gregg
reld nis squadron in a tight defensive formation and maneuvered his own plane
with such skill that his gunners were able to destroy five of the attacking -
fighters. The courage, leadership and superb airmanship di splayed by
Lieutensnt Gregg on this occasion reflect highest credii upon himself and thé¢
Ammed Farces of the United States. GEntered military service from Florida.

HENRY ZABORSKY, 0-678812, lst lieutenant, Army Air Farces,
United Stztes Amy. For extraordinary achievement, while serving as
Navigator of a B-17 airplane on a bombing mission over enemy occupied Europe,
9 October 1943.. OUn leaving the target area, Lieutenant Zeborsky was faced
with the difficult task of returning his aircraft, which had two disabled
engines, 10 a base in Englend, approximately 800 miles away. Displaying
courage =i a high degree of technical skill, Lieutenant Zaborsky navigated
his plane at an altitude of less than 1000 feet in order to elude enemy
fighters =and successfully reached the home base, °His actions on this
occasion were directly responsible for the safe return of his airplene and
reflect highest credit upon hinself znd tke Amed Forces of the United
States. ZIntered military service from New York.

3EUFRD C. BEVINS, 0-7$8418, 2nd Lieutenant, Army Air Forces,
United Stgtes Army. For extreordinary schievement, while serving as Co-
$41l0b of 4 3-17 airplane on a bombing mission over enemy occupied lurope,
L Gebedey 1643, ifter the bombing run, his aircraft was attacked by a
1uTg® Migher of enemy fighters. During the running battle which followed,
throé engines of his plane were knocked out by 20 Ll cannon shells., Dis-
playing courtge and exceptional flying skill, Lieutenent Bevins assisted the

-2 -



dnolg quog y390¢ “‘°0 °J
uosutzqoy °7 ebxoasng °fogy *37




*0°*2 dnoab ‘uosutgqoy ebacsg J17




'8 IF j

/ ....L',Irl"' A

Col. George L. Robinson,
C.0., 306th Bomb Group
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Col. George L. Robinson, '
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Col. GEORGE L. Robinson






g in the cockpit of ome of th ing Fortresses under his command is %b.
George L. Robinson of Les e 1if. Colonel Robinson enlisted in the

Corps as a buck pr;!!le in 1931. Five yaars later he entered Kelly Field

on July 1, 1937 ced his stripes to s er wings and gold bars of a flying
cer. His tour ®f duty as a flying officer Yok him to March Field, Calif.,
Fresno, Celif., Oklahoma City, OkMe., Boise, Idaho, and K1 Paso,

1 Paso Col. Robinson came overseas %o the ETO as a Group Executive
heavy bomb group. In June 1943 he tobk over command of the oldest

at group in England. Col. Robinson has flown on 11 combet missions |

nany and Germen-occupied countries. The Cologel flrmly bellaves that

the proper conditions ¥~ %wn hit anything in ¥i
resides at 1136 We-' ‘., Los Angeles, [yl his W at Corona
ar, Calif. )
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