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PERSONNEL RECORD UPDATE
306th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to Russell A. Strong, Secretary,
306th BG Association, 5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205.

Date completed

LAST NAME: OWENS FIRST NAME: William MI: Howard r171E:

Street address: 1O W ST wWooD D R Telephone: ( )
City, State, Zip: 'Tu\_\\ Y l—\(}h\ﬂ:ﬁ\l, %‘138% zip + 4:

Date af birth: 29 May 21 Wife's name: P(.\LEEN ONEN$
College(s) attended: T ENN. \ECH, VN, Degree(s):B\S: Year(s):

Last employment & job title & retirement date:

PRN-AM \WRLD SERVICES, METAWLURGIST _ Q0T 1983

Reunions attended: NoNE

Serial #: 0-794042 Squadron: 369th/367th Specialty: Navigator
Date joined 306th: 17 January 43 If combat, what crew: 31T, [SANSUHEE

Special duties or assignments w/306th:

Number of missions flown: h Date of last mission: 17 Apr 43

Ap (w. Wm Casey)
Date left 306th: 17 Pa-g 43 Highest rank/grade w/306th: 2Lt
Other 8th AF units served with: POW-Stalag Luft TII

Top service assignment after 306th:

SEe aN _
USAF Pebzge’ig& date: Z.i JRWN. \‘W—b Rank/grade: QP‘PTJ

Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station lll, or any of the
squadrons or other units serving with the 306th, are sought by the secretary, as
many of these do not appear in any collections of materials in Federal files:

If you know of others who served with the 306th who do not appear in the current
directory, please add their names and current/WWII hometowns/or other addresses
to the back of this sheet so that searches may be implemented to add them to our

present 306th roster.



A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Dr. Laurinburg, NC 28352

Name - ﬂ/,(,'é&a/m/ )Z/ O,((M%ﬂ/
naaress_ 704 4 ouliroodl- s,

Telephone_4A5-5- (D /5.3 pate 2251, 7 /P77

Occupation ng@ta?:‘ﬁz Employer /4@0 /A'Ld'/
Addre“we@m%lephonew

Service Record: Serial No(s)__ Q- ZQM¢Z

Before joining the 306th:

Fircshed 724/9-174/% Mﬂg @t 7neve, A,

After leaving the 306th:

306th Recorad:

Arrival Date#m, /ﬂ: 43 Squadron or other unii.t\?éf’mﬂm,é'647z—é—'

"MOS . Combat Status

Missions Completed /\‘5’

Promotions _/_pr /ﬂ-&

Deéorations_ZAM__‘{olcs__DFC_olcs___SS__DSM___DSC__MH_SM

-ZPH___Battie Stars other

(OVER)



Other personal data:

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your

role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there ol
which you have special knowledge?)
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Name_MmaﬁWw AddressﬂﬁQM&MM Zonn,

Telephone 4S5 — O /83

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT

Pilot (fé#é: y 2004 (fég%f: Plane # and Name___@ML____
Mission Date_%g/z, (7. [/ PF3 Targetwmmﬁéﬂar

Cause of loss: AA fire Fighter attack_%~ 2~ Other, explain

7lo paperns cere nuZinned %WWWWW

Describe conditions in the plane as completely as you can:
quf/ vrww/L MZ'Z’LWZ’W WGZ'W“”W(
M ﬁa%m.d’ﬁ’ﬂ/-/?’() 4W /We-7094 a/)w(
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How and where did you leave plahe?

Bailed-out over, sl uar 4widto . M%\%‘“m

what happened when you got on the ground?

wmg% e Lo

D'id you meet ny of your crew mates?

How were you treated, if captured?

LYy medsealien per wounde .

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be ap-
preciated. If you do send such materials, I will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.
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MILITARY RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION
('”“CERTIFICATE aF SER’VICE i

1, LABT MAME . FIR3T H.lfl. - WIDDIAL IMITIAL 2, ANMY BLRIAL WUNBLR 3, lu! cuapr 4, ARM OR SLARVICE 5. COMPONENT

o

OVENS William H 0 794 0i;2 |lst Lt AC Res

8. ORGANIZATION 7. DATE OF MLLILF 8. PLACE OF SCPARATION
FROM ACTIVE DUTY

769 B. Sq, (H) 306 Bomb Gp (i) 8 AF England 2 Jan L6 SAD AAFPDC San Antonio Tex

9. PCRMANENT ADDRLSS FOR MAILING PURFOSLS 10, DATE OF BIRTH | 1. PLACE OF BIRTH
20 S. Anderson St. Tullahoma, Tenn. Coffee Co 2 May 21 Tullahoma, Tenn.
12. ADDRESS FAOM WHICH EMPLOYMENT WiLL BL BOUGHT 13, COLOR 1 14, COLOR | 15, HEIGHT ! 18, WEIGHT , V7. WO, OF
EYLS 1 HAIR DEFENDENTS
l o nle 168
Same as 9 Blue 'Brown |5'7-5/4" “Th. | 1
- mACK | ve. MARITAL $TATUS lm vy anus 21, CIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND NO.

warsito orwes (spocily) | 1ea o

X

X

wwite | nteso otnes (apocily) i et

X Student- 00.999
MILITARY HISTORY

12. RLGISTLALD | 23, LoCaAL 8 5 24, COUNTY amb STATL 2%, HOME ALDHESS AT TIME OF ENTRY OM ACTIVE DUTY
- BOARD WUMBER

SCLECTIVE _""'I_ o

spRvICE b

oats X | Unknown Coffoe, Tenn. Monroe, La,.
l;:_ DATL OF ENTRY ON ACTI¥VE DUTY 27. MILITARY QCCUPATIONAL SPLCIALTY AMD NO.

L, Nov L2 __103L Nevigator

I8, BATTLES AND CAMPAIGHS

Air Offensive Europe

29, DECORATIONS ANMD CITATIONE

Purple licart; EAE kibbon; Air ;‘.;it_sr.ia_l_v.'/l_g_r;.k_1_,99._}'_&]*_&19:‘_

30. WOUNDS RECLIVLD IN ACTION

Flak wounds right arm and shoulder on a mission over Germany 17 Apr L3,

31, SERVICE BCHOOLS ATTINDLD 1732, STRYICL OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL U. S, AND RETURN
| DATE OF DLPARTURE SESTINATION DATE OF ARKIVAL
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‘10 | 2 6 L L | 2%
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War Prisoner,
Wins Decorations

Lt. Billy Owens
Receives Second
Air Medal

Mrs. Claude Owens, of Tullahoma,
nas been notified by the War De-
sartment that her son, First Lieut.
william  H. Owens, of the Air
forces, and now a prisoner-of the
German  government, had been
awarded the air medal with oak leaf
cluster, indicating a second award
of the same decoration, by the com-
manding general ,of the eighth air
force, for meritorious achievement.
Lt. Owens was with a group of
fighter planes that recently bombed
Wilhelmshaven, and later was taken
prisoner. Tiie notation from -the War
Departinent statedathat the decora-
‘tions will be. prégented to Mrs.
Owens in Jer, son’8 absence.
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|gator, 2nd It. William H. Owens,

‘minutes without sign of a .¢-

Looking over our Banshee we found
that it had been hit in about ten
‘places.” With the exception of one
.| frozer  finger—Lut.
N fl?la:‘;sbr":; ‘had ‘had what the crew
. 'qé'lléd' A “‘quiet trip.” I don’t went to

Excerpts from story in Stars and
Stripes, by stafi wrier, featuring
cecent bombing raid in which a
-d.lanoma voy f.gured:

From the nose of Lt. Bill Casey’s
Sanshee, I saw Amer.can Fortresses
nd Liberators drop a load of de-
struction on Wilhelmshaven today

stoup of a Foruess format.on and
our  Banshee was in the trail ng
squaaron.  Soon after dawn tae
—ombers thundered down the run.
way. Like a pick-up football team
on Saturday morning, we grew iy
strength as we flew until all Eng-
«and seemed to be covered w.th
sombers. Everything was quiet, al-
most ‘monctonous, for an hour after
we left the English coast. Then the
irouble began. Peeling out-of the sun |
tame shihing silver German fighter
planes. My first glimpse of a Ger-
man fighter came when our navi-

of Tullahoma, Tenn., nearly knocked
me into the lap of 2nd Lt. Malcomb
Phillips, the bombardier. Owens
swung around at what appeared to
be an Me-109 as it whipped down
through the clouds on our left.
From that time until three hours
tater, when we were half way home,
no one had to look far to see a
German fighter. They were all over,
ana ey were all Kinds or planes.
Lt. Owens was naving troubie with
s exygen and Lt. Pnillips’ fingers
were nearly frozen. I was healtay
out helpless. Finally the valve of
Uwens’ air intake’ froze completely
and the next thing his head had
dropped to the 'top of his 50-caliber
and his face was an unlovely grey-
:sh purple. We fitted the mask tg
Owens' face 'and revived him. Nazi
planes kept nipping at our forma-
tion. Almost half way home three
Ju-88's could be seen diving at a
B-24 that had fallen out of forma-
tion and was in distress. After 20

things began to look more pleas

Phillip’s—the

|80 ona noisy one. .

We flew to Germany in the last ]
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i fouml the skies over  Brest; German
U-boat base in’ France, strangely l'rec of
Lufltwiffe ™ GW
The raids Friddy (on Wﬂhclmshavcn)
| and Saturday (on. Brest): provided the
second instance /in which :some  Eighti

territory on successive  days. ' The last
| time was on Dunkirk and-St. Nazaire.
Crews of the Fortresses and Liberators
_jwho struck at Brest_ in daylight Saturday
0l ‘reported . .secing ‘' no more than five
& Huns at, one " time.” -, Credit, for the
g:mumty to make deadly bombmg runs
: no appreciable opposition other than
.ﬂak was given to_the escorting squadrons,
‘of RAF and Allied Spitfires ,who, in
-relnys, r:mrerad the entire’ rmssion. ?

- Closest Call

i _-7r ew of 1} Lt: ‘Williamh Cusc)n of |

. Blcst ‘raid; - Flying in the Fortress
* -injc Audre becausc ‘their own ship,
Banshee, "been - ‘damagedover Wil-
: ghaven, they ‘ran into - trcmbla tert
mmut!s from- the "objective; "
S No. 4 c:ngirl‘c' smnedmgpoutmg oil smd'
smokulg
< \We weri‘- in lhc féad.” formnunn
: T'Sgt “Wilson C, Ellioit, of Detroit, said.
** The engiric was tmokmg. but Lt. Ca-r.cy
didn’t [eather the prop because the minute
~vou do that German fightérs know-

Air Force combat units have raided enemy |

ad—the-closest <call-of |
Miss.,

N.Y. Times Reporter
: Mrsemg Prom Rmd

‘Robert P, Post, 3"-ycnr-old corrc:-
ronderll for thwNe
a member of
stafl, is_officially.

_action Irom e
Willelmshaven Fri y

Post was one of a group oL Ahmlz:‘T

can. correspondents who went as
- observers on the daylight raid.

Airmen in his formartion, who saw
Post's plane shot down by enemy
fighters, said that someiof the crew
parachuted to earth.

. A Harvard graduate, Post covered

-‘the White House for the Times before
coming to the London Bureau in

1938. His wife, who lives in London,
is the former Miss Mnrgnm Lapslcy,
of Brooklyn, Conn. -

navigator; T/Sgt. Thurman H. Ray J
Loveland, Col., ball turret ; Sgt. Regmald
G. Harris, Houston Tex., waist gunner;‘
S/Sgt. Joseph R. 'Bonyrn. Chicago, waist
gunner’; S{. gt. Morris J, Gomwts,Mnrk
Center, Ohio, radio operator.

Ist Lt. William Wilton Biggs, of Onykn-
L Fortress navigator, commented |
on the absence of encmy fi f'ghtcrs

** There was nothing to it,” he reported. IR
* T didn’t see a single ﬁghtcr plane either |/
on the way in or on the way out from E

‘the target. We had an uninterrupted run,’

Not all the ships were unscratched. 1st./

———— e — e T

Banshee Pressed On 2

Lt. Craig Harwood, of Highwood, L.\,

pilot of the Fortress Tally-Ho, in® the
lead formation, said his plane caught ﬂﬂk’

you, i

~T/Sgl.. arley D, Small;. veteran {tail
gunncr from Packwood,; ToWa said that
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3 ﬂM of bomtr"‘\&closc to the targets=f
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concluded. ~
.~ Last night Lt. Casey ook [ime oft tol
- visit . (he 'Id' where the . protecting

e hombers were stationed © 1usl to -thank. '
W ithem personally for himself and. his crew.;
wSiniimembers of the crew, known as |

ﬂﬂmm a. Minute Men,” c\fer smcc

in the wings and stabilizer. £ -

in the -formation came along and slowed ¢ -
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AUS—Army of the Unlted States. .
DP—By dlrection of the President. -
AD—Actlve Duty. '

MF'-A'ri:iy-Alr Forces, .
Special Orders B
No. 3 6 Y )

Announcement is made of the temp promotion of the
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WAR DEPARTMENT,

Washington, & °

HlnLlad HOXARD OWEBNB

" The Adjutant General,

0794042
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G. C. MARSHALL,
Chid of Siaf,

following named officera to the grades indicated in the AUS with ragk
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