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F. Onnen Sr., 61, pilot, car dealer

Ferdinand H. Onnen Sr., a decorat-
ed pilot who participated in some of
the heaviest bombing raids in Germa-
ny during World War II and later be-

" FERDINAND ONNEN
Pilot during World War Il

came the president of Towson Ford
Sales, died Saturday at the Johns Hop-
kins Hospital.

A mass of Christian burial for Mr.
Onnen will be held at 10 a.m. tomor-
row at Immaculate Conception
Church, Towson.

Mr. Onnen, 61, of Ruxton, was ac-
tive until the last few weeks of his ill-
ness in the automobile business he
founded as Onnen Motor Sales in 1948,

During World War II, Mr. Onnen
was a flight commander who flew 25
missions with the Eighth Air Force,
often in the “Lady Baltimore.” He
took part in the costly bombing ralds
against Kiel and the ball-bearing
plants at Schweinfurt.

Flying the plane “Impatient Vir-
gin"” on the Kiel raid, Mr. Onnen later
recalled that German fighters at-
tacked his group and sent shells
through his own plane, exploding an
oxygen tank and missing him by
inches.

Mr. Onnen said later that he was
knocked unconscious, but finally came
to and gained control of the damaged
Flying Fortress, which had lost more
than 1,000 feet of altitude.”

He guided the plane back to Eng-
land.

Later, during the Schwelnfurt raid,
which cost 60 planes, Mr. Onnen said

23 planes of his own command of 80
planes were lost.

“On the way back, navigation was
unnecessary,” he said after the war.
“All the way we just followed the trail
of smoke rising from burning ruins of
American and German planes.”

Decorated with the Distinguished
Flying Cross and an oak leaf cluster,
Mr. Onnen also won the Air Medal
with three oak leaf clusters. He was
flight commander of what was called
the Clay Pigeon Squadron.

Back in the United States, Mr.
Onnen became the director of opera-
tions at Romulus Army Air Base in
Detroit and later the commanding
officer- of the Air Force Training
Group at Phillips Field, Md.

He retired from active duty as a
lieutenant colonel after the war and
then went into the automobile busi-
ness in Towson.

Mr. Onnen was an enthusiastic
yachtsman, maintaining a 60-foot ves-
sel near Gibson Island and sailing on
vacations to Florida.

A graduate of Boys’ Latin School,
Mr. Onnen attended Loyola College
but left In 1941, his senior year, to
take flight training. He was commis-
sioned In July 1942 and went to En-

gland to join the Eighth Air Force as a
bomber pllol‘:

Mr. Onnen was the president of the
Towsontown Association, later the
Baltimore County Chamber of Com-
merce, for two terms in 1956 and 1957

- and was president and director of the

Automobile Trade Assoclation of
Maryland.

He also was a director of the Auto-
mobile Trade Association Group In-
surance Trustees, a past director of
the Towson National Bank and a
member of the advisory board of the
Mercantile-Safe Deposit & Trust Co.

Mr. Onnen was a member of
the Maryvale Advisory Board, chair-
man of the Baltimore County March
of Dimes in 1953 and'a member of the
Baltimore Country Club. He was an
officér of the Ford Dealers Advisory

' Fund and a member of the Ford Deal-

ers Council. —

Mr. Onnen is survived by his wife
of 31 years, the former Patricia
Pruett; a son, Ferdinand H. Onnen Jr.
of Baltimore, and five daughters, Pa-
tricia Smith, Christine Diffenderffer,
Lisa Marie Onnen, Gretchen Onnen
and Joanna Onnen, all of Baltimore.

The family suggests that memeorial
contributions be made to the oncology
department of Johns Hopkins Hospi-
tal.
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18 August 1977

Mr. Ferdinand H. Onnen
1848 Cirele Road
Ruxton, IMD 21204

Dear Ferd:

Many thanks for your contribution to my resesrch. I

got it in the morning mail and have quickly copied those
itens in which I am partiocularly interested so that they
can be returned to you.

Of especial interest was the receipt for ome B-l17. I had
not seen one of those before, although I am sure there
are others around.

If you have not done so, but have the materials, I hope
you will delve into your 201 file for any orders I might

need. These are reslly crucisl, and are impossible to find
except in personnel collections.

The nexb time I am up that way I hope we can meet snd
chat about the Clay Pigeons, et al.

Thanks again for your help.

8incerely yours,

Russell A, Strong
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DETAILS OF THE VEGESACK DAMAGE in the ship-
building yards are noted under 1 as follows, (la) 100 by
420 fi. building almost wrecked; (1b) small building damnged
by blast; (1e) direct hits on shipbuilding shops; (1d) 50 by
150 ft. building two-thirds destroyed; (le) building heavily
damaged; (1f) corners of building blasted; (1g) direct hit
on frame bending shop and blast damage to mould loft; (1h)
lathe shop half destroyed; (1i) north half erecting shop heavily
damaged; (1j) building severely damaged by blast; (1k) part
of building destroyed; (11) workshop two-thirds destroyed;

(1m) blast damage; (In) buildings near engine smith’s shop
heavily damaged; (1o) gaps in roof of engine smith’s shop;
(1p) group of small buildings destroyed; (1q) building near
smith burning; (Ir) building south of earpenter shop blasted;
(1s) small building at end of ways half destroyed; (1t) hits
on slips 2 and 3; (1u) shed at end of slip 4 destroyed; (1v)
power house burning and almost {otally destroyed. Other
damage includes eraters indieated by 2, 3 and unnumbered
arrows and a government building barning at 4. 1t will take
an estimated several months to get the yards working again,




SCHWEINFURT—Crippling Blow Dealt Despite Losses

That the Schweinfurt mission of 14 October was a success, .

in spite of heavy losses, is revealed by these pictures. Our
B-17s attacked ball bearing factories with 510 fons of HE
and incendiary bombs from 21,500 to 24,500 feet. All five
plants—representing about 65 percent of the bhall and roller
bearing capacity of Germany—were so heavily damaged that
our bombers may never have to go baek. It is estimated that
before 14 October, Germany produced 250,000 hall bearings a
day with approximately 30,000 allocated to aireraft. Daily
production of the Schweinfurt plants was about 160,000 for
plancs, tanks, trucks, guns and other war machines,

Against 295 attacking B-17s, the enemy struck with a foree

AFTER: Destruetion in five bearing factories includes: (A)
Kugelfischer foundry and gas plant, (B) almost every Fichtel
and Sachs building, including machine, stamping and pressing
shops, power station, (C) V.K.F. II machine shops, (D)

of over 400 fighters in a perfeetly coordinated and timed and
skillfully exeented operation. Single engine fighters came in
from the front firing machine guns and 20 mm. eannon. Waves
of twin-engine fighters followed and fired a volley of rockets
from long range (see page 7). The single engine fighters, re-
fucled, attacked from all directions, and the twin-engined
rocket earriers again followed the fighters closely and atfacked
from the front and rear. One AAF combat wing bore the brunt
of this assault. Fifty-nine B-17s were shot down, one crashed
at sea and six erashed on their return. Two P-47s, of the 159
that escoried bombers part of the way, were lost, Enemy losses
were 186G destroyed, 27 probably destroved and 89 damaged.
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Kugelhalter machine shops and store houses, (E) V.K.F. I

buildings ineluding power station. Other severe damage in-

cludes: (F) large factory, (G) roundhouses and rail vards,

(H) factory (destroyved), (I) labor camp, (J) factories.
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~ special to The News-Post.
LONDON, Dec. 1. — American
heavy bgniberq of the Eighth Air
Force brought’ the record -Allied]
offensive against FEurope into a
new month -today by attacking
Western Germany for the third
day. 3 GEE) e Fag
The bombers struck again in the
wake of British Mosquito raiders.
American medium bombers also
joined in the two-way attack, es-
corted by British Spitfires. -
~ CAPT. ONNEN IN RAID .
The pilot of one of the For-
tresses was Capt. Ferdinand H.

Loyola College there two years
ago to 'enlist in the Army, was
-assigned to aviation and came

the raids he said: i
“They weren’t the easiest trips
“in the world. But despite the per-
sistent interceptor attacks and
heavy flak we saw the bomb
loads sail down into the target
areas ‘before we turned back.”
_ Captain Onnen is the son of Dr.
and Mrs. Dietrich F. Onnen, Jr.,
of the Buckingham Arms Apart-
ments. 7 e
FIGHTER S'UPF'ORT
Lieut. Gen. Ira C. Eakers
fighter planes teamed with those
of the R. A. F. tc support the four-
‘motored bombers in the attack on
‘German targets not identified im-
‘mediately.
* Watchers on the English south-
east coast said a big formation of

Onnen, Baltimore athlete, who Tef| "

here last January. In ’_Lelling-of .

the Eighth United States Air
Force heavyweights swept out|
across the English Channel to in-
augurate the December air o{if:n—
sive. Later, part of the formation
flew over London on the return
journey. :

~ Only vesterday, Flying Fortres-
ses raided the Rhineland steel
center of Solingen, east of Dussel-

dorf, while Monday they bombed
Bremen it s a e

g Lross with one oak 1
eaf clus.
o 03 e Al e il hred
Pended to a dacéi-aﬁc e aioy

( on in

awarding a decoration twicer - ©.
: CaI;:etfat h::o_l lege For Air Corps * |
grlapts |'h_l‘:)x:mm::.,'!i\re.'i ‘with his
i 'ND' er, Mrs, H. C. Spetzler.;
2028 North Calvert 'st’ He is 4
el of the Boys’ Latin School
senior yé%g{glgnﬁflt]ﬁge.&ﬂl %r;g e
< eg;rgr ayear ago he started 'ui?ffre
lJ_Ne_C:ﬂt;:‘x_s\ub.x‘rmr.i.ure"ziit- patrol in
el et bean drea. From there ke
fentso éhe African Gold Coast by
Jhereo,h razil. After a short stay
e was ‘sent fo Casablanca,

BOMBER  PILOT — On
/one of the Flying For-
tresses which today. at-
tacked Western Germany
for the third straight day
was Capt. Ferdinand H.
Onnen, twenty-four
(above), Baltimore ath-
Jete and senior at Loyoia
College when he enlisted. !
He tells of seeing bombs i
hit target areas. -
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.. timore flyers who have comple

mbat missions over Germany,

F . are home on furlough with éwﬂj
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7 Burone. 17
. . °  {Captain Onnen

Ao 44,
F ot g - [ i . lsaidtihat Bﬂt.q
k - _more's ~ characteristic ~tranquillity
. went through in England, and both
. were very glad to be home,” = " 4
= Captain Onnen, 25-year-old ‘pilot
-and flight commander iof the Clay
.~ ' Pigeon bomber ‘squadron, said the
., Germans were “damn good ﬂym]

. was “like ‘a tonic” affer what he

. with damn_ good -planes. What

© makes you so -confounded mad is

ey, ,._‘_-‘_.‘IJJe-W_they gang up on a crippled

""" plane.If ‘one of ‘our boys goes into

-+ .aspin, 10 or 12 of them concenfrate

. » their fire onhim and you see the

.~ bullets chipping off pieces of the

-~ fuselage and ripping it to ribbons.!

-~ The boys inside can't get out, and

.~ with .the plane: out .of . control
- they're helpless. It’s dirty fying.

¢ 7" Home On One Engine .~ |

__“At St. Nazaire, in my Fort, The

Lady Baltimore, we were struck by

flak at the end of the bomb run

and the port engines were knocked

out. The oil caught fire and we

_ started to- leave, a smoke trail

“ Enemy fighters ganged up-on us

.. and one-of their 20-mm. shells

knocked out a third engine, but:

not before we got three of them.

~ Then they let us alone. You can't

~ fly on one engine, but Thad altitude

and was close to'the Channel. With

the power I had, I did what I could

§ ~ to sustain our glide while the crew

_ - stood by to bail out. Somehow, we.

“made it to an English field near the

—coasti . i el o :
e “We got back to our base later
that night and found chalked up

on_ the tally “board _the words

e A
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‘Onnen—missing.' =~ .
During a raid_on Kiel when he
was piloting the Fortress Impatient |
Virgin, 5C or 60 German fighters
“concentrated on Captain Onnen's
“squadron. A stream of machine-gun
.+ bullets missed him only by inches,
struck an oxygen tank near him,
“and~ the resulting  explosion
- knocked him cold. Before he came
to, the plane had fallen 1,000 feet.
~ But he regained control and his
gunners got a Messerschmidt on
 that raid:osf GRS < g -
% . “_ The Schweinfurt Raid

.+ _ -He was on the Schweinfurt 1l
(' bearing plant raid in which 60
- American bombers were Jost. In
- his wing, 23 of the 80 planes didn't
|~ get back, “On the®way back,” he
* . said, “navigation was unnecessary.
T All'the way we Jjust followed the
| trail of smoke rising from burning|
. yuins of American and German
E: e planes.isREy, T RN B SV E| SR
' % Captain'Onnen said the gunners
.. of the planes he piloted had shot
k- down seven enemy planes and dam-
aged four while he was at the
1 controls. i 3

Onnen has the Dictinguiched Fiv
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United ' States headquarters
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fere isthe story of ﬂ"” Fly Honly a Fewlout” oné  engine, ﬁl}‘ing ‘parts of
P This was|which ' put 1112: adjoming engine

‘ing Fortress'raid as America
a0l reatl it to-day. told by
. Homer Bigart, * Daily Herald»
ahd “\“New . York  Herald-:.
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OMETIME w-morrow, nfter
“his next of ‘kin 'have been
not!ﬁed America will kncw—the
name of the bombardier who
died in the raid on Vegesack, a

‘mnerican has ever heard of,
This bombardler

thc Ri'-er Elbc. ris

| Waded Through Fla]{

the river from Bremen:
To raid this secure nest of

American Fortresses and Liber-
ators had to wade through flak
,s0 thick and accurate that many
tplancq came hnmc \nl‘h marks

of battle.” 5

There were four Luftwafle tyr‘
in the air—twin-engine du, _'
[that rode a parallel course”
!m" for cr}ppla'; and the us
P o el

g

> ® W

@ @

MR

iy
%

gy
b3

iplace  which  practically no

mor.uallg !
Frourded by flak, dragged his blmm c]enr into the turret, and just in time
crushed body across the nose-of a
Flying Fortress, gave a last caress
dto e Norden bombsight, .and
/plunged home a lever ‘that sent
high explosives screaming down
ion the U-boat repair slips aJong

| There were many herocs in’ tha
Iraid on Vegesack, ten miles down .

submarine slips and repair shops,

d it impmb-
h- '{he térzet
rding to the|.
:de him in

mb run apd
rnchmg over
se was s‘lw,t-

T

‘A gust of wmd npmd npcn
“the door in the ball iurret, and
“the gunner fell headlong outslde-
‘the plane, ‘clinging  to the® ship
-with both his legs and rlght arm..
“The" ship was. under . incessant
attack, lurching as a dozen shells
npped the wings and fuselagc

Antwcrp, Belg g:nm, in dayhght yesf.cr-

_ day, carrymg the newest Alhed non-

stop air offensive into its. 72nd hour.

- Four bombers and one of the sup-
purhng Allied ﬁghtcrs Wcre 1Bst in
twhm some veteran Amcncan alrmen
isaid was the most’ scvere opposition
lyet encounlered on US rmds
bases in Britain,

1t was the sooond U.S raid in two
g;:tnday, Naz: facloncs Dear. P

. The attack, wh:ch was au:uea at 1he
lg Erla Aero Engine works on the cdgc
Antwerp, followed . by only a few
thours a crusfung RAF mght mld on K):l
northern Germany. -
The Air Ministry annou.noed th it
Bomber Commnnd attacked Kiel *in
great strength,” a  seldom-used - phrase:
which observers said probably indicated
the largest RAF force in some. weeks!
Twelve RAF bombers were lost in the
P.tlack on the Nazi naval base lhcn:. 2

i!'-;'" ~ Clear chlher For Run

The American sml..mg groups ycst:r
i:!ay, described as “* a_large force 7’ by
iEighth Air Force Headquarters, made
ir bombing run in clear weather but

~Pending.a check by intelligence -ofﬂcm;
nly two enemy planes were claimed -as

ECSH’(‘I) ed in the mnmgng%’lét between th:. 1]_3 fi cmpl ;

uftwaffe and

ghters. .« 08 £ =
Bombmg mxﬂts were dcscribeﬂ _as
good,” in an official communique.” =

ccurate, combat cTews Teported, “but the

ericans’ real trouble came’ ﬁom Nazi
ghters who swarmed to the .a

ithe bombers approached the European

g E:ak over the target was moderate, but

~poast; followed them to the target and

ailed them most of the way back’ homc..
:"Most of the fighters secemed to be

. Ll'bcrators stn
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Isaid Carroll.
“I couldn’t get the door closed, ;!!

|keep the ship on a stendv course
dwith "her ‘two left, w:ng cngmes

‘{late in the afternoon.

|(pilot's cockpit that would have ac-
J|counted for Sccond-Lieut, Calvin

(Tenn, had he not happened to

Somchow the gnmmr. Stafl'—
Bcrgeant: " Albert ~Carroll, ‘of
Marshall; “Texas, scrambled = back

to turn his gun on a.n.apprnach~

g I thought my number v.as up o

lﬁlmnd was freezing, the oxygen |
giving out, and thc in.,crphonc
was off.+ ~,

. Finally thc guns froze.: 'I'hcra
Wwas no use staying in the turret,
50 I crawled up into the waist. ;

Up front, First-Lieutenant Carl
H: Morn‘Im 24-year-old pilot, of

gone. U sEsAlE

* Fooled The Nazl J

|Leavenworth, Kansas, was trying to .;

because then the Junkers would

So the lefi umg nropcllcra k('pt u

ently fooling the Nazis,

her down to a marvellous I'md\ng

There was.a bullet hole in the

Andrews  Swafler, of " Memphis,

————————————— =
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stoop at the moment to chech hls
1mtrmnt-nt.-s
The “strength of ‘the enemy |

ﬁghtcrq was vnr:ous'ly estjm'u,ed at
50 10 7 F

rnqt Lleut -John W. Farrar, !
{pllot- of ‘the Fortress  Yard. Bird

countcd 30 to 40 amtks direcbccp
iat his Squadron, ©

\* The “Ynrd Bird had several

holes and a aamaged engine, fiind|

the navigator, First Lieut, Rictor{ &
H. Ouman, was u;bet by a flaky

byrst directly undel his se at. f

. :n daylight Sunday.

He couldn't- feather the props, | | } .

ispot him as a cr:p'}le and rmjsh
(thim off. l}

turning, lmrmg the vitals out of | -
the busied engines, but appar- E—

Sky Wolf was just about out of | = 3
.-{gas when Lieut. Morales brought

) @

W190s and Mel09s, with their Jeaders ' e
apparently dictating new tactics to combat / 4
the firepower of the Forts and Libs; air, : :
crews said the Nazis seemed to be con-
xnlralmg on one group of bombers ata

time.

f chbmg Bonﬂ)ers

This new attack device followcd‘reports
from American airmen who struck at the
Renault works in Paris the day before to
the effect that German fighter planes were
agnm dropping bombs on the bombers. §
| nfirmation for the story of bombing
the bombers came from Lt. Col. Claude E.
Putnam, of Jacksboro, Tex., 27-year-old
group commander, who Jed one combat
wing of the attack. on the chault “or}d

o

*“The bombs they drOppegl were
jaccurate for height but they missed us
‘by almost four miles,” said Col. Putnam.
** It took us about a minute to get to
'l'hc spot where the bombs burst. - Smoke
left by the bombs from the German
planes govered an area fhe size of one of
our hangars.
| ** We take it as a damn good md:cauon

' _they are afraid to come in and
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Alumni in Africa include 2nd Lieut. Aus
' McGlannan, ex '42; 2nd Lieut. Ferdinand H. Onn
Cex '43, and 1st Lieut. William L. Sanford. Lie
Onnen has named his plane “Lady Baltimore.”




Intcnun' Attad\s Crc“a
.17 Act lee Tacuurn Vet-
k crana 3
&

f

g a:r LEE Mccnnnzu. . i
»[Sunpapcrs Staff Correspondent}
“ A United States Bomber Base
Snmewhercin England; May 22 {By
Cnb}c)-—-Aﬁer ten days of the most
i_nignsu'e acrial  bombardment of |
Nazi. ferritory from British bases
mce ‘the United States entcred the
a1, -womber cre“s of this station,
Including many Marylangers, are
settling dowr like tacifurn veter-
ins to the grim “business of blast-
mg the .aylights out of the ‘enemy. f'

‘Because this is only one of many
;cattered fields 'from which- heayy
‘bombers have been taking off to
dump ton af(er ton of explosives
and 1nccndmmcs on Continental
targets, you must read the official
communigue from the headquarters
of the United Stabes Bom‘ber Com-

‘mand- for a- complete summary of
the past ten days operal.mns. i
i Do Job Of Supermen :

. But it can be repnrtcd that th
bovs from .this field who - ride {h
bombers—and many of them still
are boys, mostly in their early
twenties—are domg the an of su-
permen “with less’ sontlment a bet-
ter "aim, more_ confidence and a
-coIder determination than, under}
standab]y enough, marked earlier
missions. Aerial phntugraphs show
ing the ‘havoc wrought ‘by 111(:1
bombs prn\rc they are gettmg ré
sults, -~ - f
.=They still go to batt.lc g.ul} these
May - mornings_ when their . For-
tresses taxi. around ihe ..ﬁeld's pe-
rimetertrack to the ruhway between
lines of gruund crewrncn -and other
tombat men not in -on the day's
show. They wave farewell to ‘each| -
other light-heartedly as l'hunﬂenng
motors gather speed and lift th
ships into the hazy sky, where th
squadmns {fall ‘into formatmn an
wheel away to WAT. "
L : Split- -Second Tlmmg >

Only a small part of the com
plete operations can be seei. from
any one field. Other squadrons take
off fram other fields on spht second
hmmd which,” to the layman's
amazement, brings. many forma-
tmns to a distant rendezvous and'
mer a target hundreds of miles
away within a minute of the navi- ‘

gators’ calculations.

The all-oat bombing of [he Nazis
has not yet nearly reached full
force; It is just beginning. New
bombers and fresh crews are pour-
ing into Great Britain. Old fields
ar~ often crowded with new ships.
New fields are being constructed
whnile untried combat crews are be-
ing groomed in practice flight for
actual operations.

Old Crews Broken Up {
01¢ crews long accusiomed to fly- *

ing together frequently are broken
up new to include new blood. Pi-
Jots rarely fly one ship continually.
!1f the Fortress to which a pilot is|f
‘regularly assigned is shof up, he usu- f
ally takes another ship on the next
'mission. There is no shortage of
inew ships hampering almost ccn
tinuous operations.

Among- the older favorites is
Lieut. Kenny Reecher's Fortrms,l
“Maryland, My DMaryland,” now
\eligible for a hali dozen hash marks
in recognition of 8s many missions.
But Kenny isn't flying her for lhn‘i

|
|
L
{

(ime being, He's sick io4=""
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wis

"-" Reecher’s ship,

1

| were the worst T'have ever seen,”
! said Lambert when his group got

“gion. Two more struck the nose.}’
“Two more hit the bom bay. Thej

, wheel.

Liout. K_enn'eth A. Heecher; 0f

. home. “My ship came through with-

‘i “out damage and was too busy. fly-

! ploded in the ‘tail gunner's com-
|" partment, the shrapnel riddling the
~leather flying jacket of the tail}
" gunner, Sergt. W. W. F. Brittain,|
" of Houston,

RUERDpOCLE
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Mary!and My Maryland Drops
‘Bomb With Greetmg \
= 0n Lorlent

‘Hagerstown, Pilots
Bomber

S5 By LEE McCARDELL

«(Continued jrom Page 1)
Serﬁl Jake iKrn, making his twen-
_tieth mission. &

All “the \'Iarylanders rclurncd
sa[ely But this station is not a
" happy place iunight for sevcrﬂl o[
‘the bombers are m:ssmg

‘dozen hits from
shclls and whlch IWas thc “only Fort
in its partmular cquadrun. returned
1o the field late. tomght.
Some Take A Beating
“Flak and fighter _gpposil_ion

‘which. suﬁéred ali
0- mm' German||

“a

ing in formation 1o see what hap-
pcned to ‘the others, but I know
o that several took a bcalmg
“German fighters, ﬂ}mg in for-
_mation, were waiting for us when

Ry

we got over Germany. They flew
alungs;de us until we got over th4
-target, then g:uncd altitude; and
- came after us. But we made a gond
bomb run Jjust/the same.

" The squadron with which Reech
“er's Fort flew was below the group,

“its bombs, but two
“shells put the Number Two engine!
" pf Reecher's plane out of commis-

“wings and belly suffered other hits
 one carrying away the rear landmg

1s Knncked DIZZY 5
One shell, hitting the tail, ex-

Texas. But Britfain
@iraculously escaped injury.

“The explosion knocked me dizzy
{for a moment,” he said. “I didn't
know what had happened. It was
- a Focke Wulf, and our right waist
gunner got it a minute later. I hit
another and saw it go down.”

The right waist gunner was Sergt.
L. J. Durfee, of Flint, Mich, He,
‘{00, had his troubles, part of the
waist window being carried away;
under his nose,

Lands Without Accident

“One instant it was there, and||

_{he next it was-gone,” Durfee said.

“Don't know whether it was flak or|
o0 millimeter, 1¢ just disappearedj!

all of a sudden.”
Another Focke Wulf was shot
du\an by Segt. Edward J. Zabawa,
of Garfield Heights, Ohio, the bom-

| pardier on Reecher's ship.
But Fightin’ Pappy came home,

' Rcecher landing her without acci-
| dent in a stiff cross-wind with one

| motor idle and {he rear landing
| wheel missing. Both pilot and crew
| “were pretty badly shaken.
i e i
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“come back at all”

“so close,”, said Reecher.
_tacking us head on pealed off ‘50
‘hear I was sure he had hit our
- right win.’I saw one of the Fortg

‘rugged show.”

- copilot developed - engine trouble
~shortly afier crossing the German
~coast.

Kearn, of Beloit, Mich., decided to
turn back, The -ship reaclied ‘the
1. home station a'couple of hours-be-

|- mishap.
]eader, on the Tight. It got off al}{, -

20 millimeter >
_Miss Swoose II stuck to his radio
- throughout the raid.

to Lorient.

. hoped {o name her Lady Baltimore
. II, 1o replace another Fortress,
. Lady Baltimore I, which he flew
overseas from the States to Eng-
:laad

_assignment of ships, Onnen lost the

’

‘a:':;:,
el

m "
5 L!eutemnt Onnen cember, 1041, EF 1

‘enlist in the Umted States Army}
Alr Forces and 'he received hls&
wings and commisslon inJuly, 1842.|
He was prnmated to first lwutenant ¥
in December, 1942550 |

On Flying Fortress
Somewhere on overseas service 1§
a. Flymg Fortress which bears thd

) {7 .,5‘ name of "Lady

b

‘Baltimore.”
1 skipper is a Bal
. timorean, .Fi

Terms lt "Rugged Show”
“We owe a lot 10 ‘L:eu{enant

Reecher,” Durfee said. *If it hadn’t ||

been -for him we mlght not hav

“I mnever saw German fghters
“One at-

go down in flames. It was rather a

The Fort on which Onnen ﬂew as

The pilot, Lieut.” Bill Mec-

fore the others, and landed withnut

Sticks To His' Radlo S
Kirn, flving.in a Fortress named

“Had a couple of bullets ‘g0
through the stabilizer;,” Kirn said.
It was a bit rough while it lasted.”

Two other Marylanders -at this
station did not, participate in to-
‘day’s raid. They are Lieut. Charles

T. Schoolfield, of Mount Washing-{.

ion, pilot, and Sergt. Ray 7. Smith,

of Easton, a erial gunner. . ;
Smith had been on fifteen raids,

Schoolfield made his first vesterday

Wants A Lady Baltimore I1°
Lieutenant Onnen had his eyes
on the Maryland, My Maryland
while the ship wassin the hangar
here, before it was assigned to
Lieutenant Reecher. Onnen had

via North Africa se'veral
1 .onths ago.

In the shifting of er eu.s and re-

fi .2 Lady Baltimore t{o another

pidot. As soon sa he gets another
ship of his own, she’ll become Lady
Baltimore 11, Onnen says,
Must Get Another Crew
But Onnen also will have to find

~another crew, Most of the members

of his original crew have been
scattered among other ships and
many are reported missing.

Losses in his squadron have been
the heaviest of any similar unit in

the European theater of operations,
.and “the results of today's raid,
while it wa sa highly successful
~operation, left the entire station
_ saddened and subdued fonight,
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Intenm'eAtlacLs Crew
 Act lee Tacnur_n Vet—
: crans '

By LEE ‘McCARDELL'
[Sunpupe:rs Staff Correspondcnt}
A United States Bomher ‘Base
Somewhere in England, May 22 (By
Cable)—After ten days of the most
intensive aerial bombardment of
,‘Nazi territory from British bases
'since the United States entered the
R\ar, bomber crews, of this station,
lnn]ndmg many Mar}]ax@ers, are
l.euhng dowr like tacifurn veter-
ans to the grim business of blast-
Eng the .a)hghts out of the enemy
. Because this is only one of many
?catlered i‘lelds from which- heavy
Pombcrs have ‘been takmg off to
J(:lurnp ton after ton of explosives
‘and mcendlanes on Continental
targets, you must read the official
communique from the headquarters
of the United States Bomber Com-
T]']dnd for a- mmp]ete summary of
the past f.en days operations,

;_' Do Jah Df Supermen

. But it ‘can’ be reported that the
bo,\;s from -this field who - rlde th
bombers—and many of them still
are boys, mostly in their early
twenthre doing the Jo‘b of su-
permen mth less ‘sentiment,-a bet-
ter aim, more confidence  and a
colder determmahon than, under.
standably enough, marked earllcl
missions. Aerial photographs s‘how
ing the ‘havoé . wrought ‘by thc;
bombs prove they are gettmg T
sults, .. }'
They still go to bal{lc gaﬂ) these
May.--mornings -when their. For-
tresses taxi around the -ﬁchis pe-
rimeter track to the ruh“.ay between
lines of ground{rewmcn and other
combat men not''in on the day's
show. They wave farewell fo each
other light-heartedly as thundering
motors gather speed and lift th
ships into the hazy sky, where th
squadrons fall into formatmn an
wheel away to war. . e Ry

. Spl:t-Seccnd T|m|ng

Only a small part of the com
vlete operations can be see;. from
any one field. Other squadrons take
»ff from other fields on split-second
iming which, to the layman's
imazement, brings many forma-
jions to a distant rendezvous and
wer a target hundreds of miles
iway within a minute of the navi-|
tators’ calculations.

The all-oat bombing of the Nazis
nas not vet nearly reached {full
force., It is just beginning. New
bombers and fresh crews are pour-
ing into Great Britain. Old fields
ar- often crowded with new ships.
New fields are being constructed
vnile untried combat crews are be-
ng groomed in practice flight for
ictual operations.

Old Crews Bruken Uj:

0Old crews long accustomed to fly-
ng logether frequently are broken
1p now {o include new blood. Pi-
ots rarely fiv one ship continually.
{ the Fortress to which a pilot is
regularly assigned is shof up, he usu-
a]ly takes another ship on the next
nission, There i5 no shortage of
1ew ships hampering almcsf. con-
inuous opperations.

Among™~ the older favonlcs is
seut, Kenny Reecher’s Fortress,
‘Maryland, My Maryland,” now
Jigible for a hali dozen hash marks}®
n recognition of as many missions.
sut Kenny jsn't ﬂ\mp: her )DI' thc

1 hoipne. He's sick

i
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'# Bomb With Greeting
=~ onLorient

. Sergl. Jake iKrn,

"--".-_to the field late 1.nmght.

. said Lambert when his group got
- home. “My shlp came through with-

er's Fort flew was below the group

. “its bombs, but two 20 millimeter |

" Hagerstown, Pllots

| “mation, were waiting for us when

Mar‘yiand My Maryland DrOJJS s

1
1

Lle-ut Kenneth A. Heecher, Of

Bomber

e | ke L " g oif s
B)‘ LEE McCARDELL
\(Continued from Page 1)

tmlh mission.

All the \1an']nndcrs relurned R
sa[ely But this statmn is not a|
happy place tunight for several o{

_the bombers are. 'mlss:ng. \
=* Reecher’s ship, which suﬂ'ercd all"
-20-mm. German
' shells and which was the only Fort
4n its part;cular squadmn. retumed

“dozen hits from

ot

: Some ‘Take A Beat1n§
- “Flak' -and ° ﬁghtcr oppcsmun
were 1he worst T have ever seen,’

making his lwcn- ;

:out damage and was too busy fly-

“ing_ in formation to see what hap-
pened to ‘the others, but I know}.

that several took a beating.
“German ﬁghters. flying in for-

we got over Germany.. They flew
~alongside us until we got -over ths
-target, then galncd altitude and
- came after us. But we made a good_

bomb run Jjust! the qame 3 _
The squadron with which Reech

“Jleader, on the right. It got off al

“ shells put the Number Two engine

" of Reecher's plane out of commis-
| “sion. Two more struck the nose.

f Two more hit the bom bay. Thel

! wings and belly suffered other hits

wheel.

*“ of Houston, Texas.

one carrying away the rear landmg

Is Knocked Dizzy

One shell, hitting the {ail, ex-
ploded in the tail gunner’s com-
partment, the shrapnel riddling the

leather flying jacket of the tail}].

" gunner, Sergt. W. W. F. Brittain,
But Brittain

__firaculously escaped injury,

“The explosion knocked me dizzy
for a moment,” he said. “I didn't
know what had happened. It was
a Focke Wulf, and our right waist
gunner got it a minute later. I hit

S

enlist in the United States Army

wings and commissiun in-July, 1942,
He was promoted fo first heutenan
in December, ]942?" LA AT

7 name of “Lad
'Balt:more o
skipper is a Bd:
timorean,  Fi
Lieutenant Fetk‘

‘cember, 1941, to

Forces  and 'he received hig

Terms ]t “Rugged Show™.

i "We owe a Iot ‘to- Yiciitenant
‘Reecher,” Durfee said. *If it hadn‘t
“been -for him we m1ght not have
‘come back at all.” .

“I mever saw German ﬁg'hters
so close,” said Reecher “One  at-
.tacking us head ‘on . pealed off so0
-mear 1 was sure he had hit’our
- right win.'I saw one of the Forts
“go down in flames. It was rather-a
rugged show." =1

“The Fort on which Onnen ﬁew as
cnpllot developed engine trouble
shortly after crossing the German
~coast. The pilot, Lieut.” Bill Me-
Kearn, of Beloit, Mich., decided to
- turn back. The ship reached -the

| home slation a couple of hours-be-

Hore the others, and 1anded Wxthout
mzshap ik
Sticks To H:s Radio

Kirn, flying in a Fortress named
Miss Swoose II stuck to his radio
throughout the raid.

“Had a couple of bullets go

1

another and saw it go down.”
The right waist gunner was Sergt.
L. J. Durfee, of Flint, Mich, He,
ioo, had his {roubles, part of thc
waist window being carried away
under his nose,
~ Lands Without Accident
“One “instant it was there, and|
-{he next it was gone,” Durfee said.
“Don't know whether it was flak or
20 millimeter, It just dlsappearcd
all of a sudden.”
" Another Focke Wulf was shot

down by Segt, Edward J. Zabawa,||.

of Garfield Hejghts, Ohio, the hom-
bardier on Reecher’s ship. =
But Fightin’ Pappy came home,
Reecher landing her without acci-
dent in a stiff cross-wind with one

" motor idle and the rear landing

wheel missing, Both pilot and crew
were ])1‘@}1}' bhadlv shakeg.

.

L L. A

through the stabilizer,” Kirn said.

' It was a bit rough while it lasted.”

Two other Marylanders at this
station did not_ participate in to-
day's raid. They are Lieut, Charles

T. Schoolfield, of Mount Washing-|.

‘ 1ion, pilot, and Sergt. Ray 7. Smith,
of Easton, a erial gunner, _

Smith had been on fifteen raids.
Schoolfield made his first yesterday
1o Lorient.

Wants A Lady Baltimore 11
Lieutenant Onnen had his eyes

on the Maryland, My Manland
while the ship was. in the hangar
here, before it was assigned to
Lieutenant Reecher. Onnen - had
hoped {0 name her Lady Baltimore
II, to replace anothert Fortress,
_Lady Baltimore I, which he flew
overscas from the States to Eng-
.laad  via North Africa everal
-1 .onths ago. 5

In the shifting of chs and re-
asslgnmcnt of ships, Onnen lost the
Aol Lady’ Baltimore 1o another
piot.- As soon sa he gets another
ship of his own, she'll become Lady
Baltimore II, Onnen says.

Must Get Another Crew -

But Onnen also will have 1o find
another crew. Most of the members
.of his original crew have been
scatlered among other ships and
many are reported missing,

Losses in his squadron have been
the heaviest of any similar unit in

the European theater of operations,
zm(' the results of today's
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TOWSON FORD SALES’ InC 909 York Road

925 York Road
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204

(301)823-3131 926 York Road

950 York Road

Lt, William A, Moses (Bombardier with my cre w) shot down 3rd mission- o.k. in Stalag 13)
1705 Wayne ave
S. Pasadena,Calif.

Edw.S.Gregory (Crew Chief-367th)
859 Fremont ave
Salt Lake City,Ubah

Kemeth Reecher (Squadron Commander-367th)
7 Magnolia ave
Hagerstwon ,Maryland

Tom Witt( Squadrom Leader-367th)
Box 56
Cookville,Texas

Lt. Edw O'Brien ( My co-pilot) shot down 3rd mission- o.k.in Stalag 13
1922 Ridge rd
Homewood, Ill,

Wodrow Wilson Thomas ( Co-pilot 367) ( current address)
Weemg Creek
Annapolis,Maryland

8=16-77
Dear Russell:

Tomorrow is the anniversary of the first Schweinfurt raid-scarriest day of my life-60 planes
lost!

These addresses are 30 years old from my ancient address book--Hope a letter to them can be
properly forwarded. I've included cards from Moses and O'Brien fram Stalag Luft. I know
that they arrived home o.k.

Flease forgive the preponderance of clippings sbout me,but my family . had them waiting for me
after I returned home. I would appreciate it if you would return them .

Best ﬁqg

P




dropped. But we hope Em
gone. out the enclosed form and retum it to

In addition to addresses, we have Russell A. Strong -- Rt. 1, Turnpike Rd-
pumped some other data into the -Laurinburg, NC 28352,

Name Fm‘d H. QII!EH,SI‘.

Street Address_220 York rd

City, State, Zigj-'““m: Maryland 2120

Squadron _OTUR  geria) NoO=T9ILB5  jop (mMOS) 2160

Date of Arrival Dec-'lié Date of Depature _dJan ! 2

Special Assignments Sq.

Present Title (Gen., Col., Sgt., Dr., Atty., etc.) _Lb.Col-Res

Decorations (from 306th only) DFC with c¢l. Air Med 3 ol
Eu,theater- PEEERSEESr

SEND PAYMENTS & COMPLETED REG
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have been more than welcomed on the base in ‘42w, Pue i

Another “First” was the “‘Flying Bedstead"” - the experime.. _acal take-
off aircraft from which the ““Harrier’” VTOL was developed. Members of the
368th Squadron might like to know it was from one of their old revetments
that these experiments were carried out. Another ‘First" in which Thurleigh is
proud to have had a hand is “Concorde’”, much of the early experimental
flying for that aircraft being carried out from here.

Before ending this article however, I must tell you of one thing left behind by
the 306th BG which has remained in as good a condition as it was in those
distant days when B-17s roared over the countryside . . . that is the goodwill,
the fond memories and the great respect that is hold for members of the
Group by the people who live in Thurleigh and the surrounding villages. Even if
every part of the base crumbled to dust, those memories would remain warm
and clear in the hearts of all who knew “Them Yanks"'!

— Keith Paull.

Information Questionnaire

We are now on a computer with our computer for future research use.
addresses. This should help greatly in- Unfortunately, we do not have all of
keeping the list straight and in order._the data for everyone. The coupon

; be ahat we have put in, when
Whenever we have tried to add to th.e D w P

' ATION FORM TO: EIGHTH AIR FORCE REUNION / P 0 RO}



7 August 1977

Mr, Ferdinand Onnen
Towson Ford Sales, Inc.
809 York Road

Towson, MD 21204

Dear Ferd:

Bill Collins passed your letter along,

1'd be very interested in seeing the clippings which
you have, ancd to have an opportunity to copy them and
return them to you, Also would like to see any 306Lh
pictures you might have,

How about your crew members? Do you know where gach of
them came from? We have a search list which is worked
on constantly in trying to find people, and we®d like
these names in it, if possible.

We are also trying to match plane names and numbers,
Do you know the number of Lady Baltimore?

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong




7 August 1877

fr, Ferdinand Onnen
Towson Ford Sales, Inc.
909 York Road

Towson, MD 21204

Dear Ferd:

Bill Collins passed your letter along,

1°d be very interested in sseing the clippings which
you have, and to have an opportunity to copy tham and
return them to you. Also would like teo see any 306th
pictures you might have,

How about your crew members? Do you know where each of
them came from? We have a search list which is worked
on constantly in trying to find people, and we®d like
these names in it, if possible.

We are also trying to match plane names and numbers,
Do you know the number of Lady Baltimore?

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong



TOWSON FORD SALES, Inc. °%®°Y™ Road

925 York Road
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204

(301)823-3131 926 York Road

950 York Road

\‘7(/

7-28=77

Dear Bill:
Hope the attachsd helps and thanks for the"306th Echoes" .

I have a great number of clippings concerning Maryland men in the 306th- most
of us graduated in class 'h42 E or 42 F and arrived in FEngland in December or
January.All of my crew members were from the midwest and we flew the "Lady
Baltimore" until she was shot down( another pilot flying) ;they spent the rest
of the war in Stalag 13.

Sorry I can% make the England trip,but hope to make the next reunion. Do you
remember Col Raper(changed to Rader) ? _

-

> T
Zt
Cmnen, Lt .Col.USAF
/ g 367th Bomb Sg.

v o



7 February 1982

Mrs. Christine Diffenderffer
2201 Pot Spring Road
Timonium, MD 21093

Dear Mrs. Diffenderffer: \

1 was sorry to learn through Mr. Collins of the death of your
father, Ferdinand Onnen.

1 had never had en oppartunity to meet him. We flew in the agme
squadron, but his combat tour ended before mine began. L

We will be pleasad to carry a note in the npril issue of 306th
Echoes, and to furnish you with » copy of that issue. ‘??

I am pnrticularly interested in knowing if m~mong your fnthar'd
effects you may have found any of his Army records, notably o .
201 file, which is the officer's personsl record, or his Form 5,
which contains his flying record.

1f you have them, I would be very much interested in seeing them,
a8 ] am trying to piece together » grent many things about the
organization. Soms of .these records were never kept by the Air
Force, and 1 am only able to complete the group record by finding
individunls who had Special Orders in their own files. I would ap-
preciate it very much if you could send them to me. I will return
them the following dny, and will be happy to pay for your postmge
and the cost of registering or insuring them,

additionally. n new hiatory of .the 306th Bomb Group will be out in
about » month, Your father's name does appesr in it, and if you are
interested in purchasing » copy, I enclose an order form,

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong

A
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