A ﬁISTQRY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell :A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424

-

am endeavoring to pu? together a good history of the a06th I am interested in any special materials which you ma
ombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage,

cars. I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all insignia, etc. I am also inter i ions
inds of data and working through the official history and than therusual Aix Medal :nd a:§§c$u;nm:;m:§2ﬁ°;*?ni
acords of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th special storius which you may have in your possc::T ;
iquadron from June through Novemberx, 1944, and currently am that are highly dQescriptive of combat action ot‘anor
lixector of news and information services at Wright State u- documents. I would appreciate receiving xcro;vd cop?(
iversity, Dayton, Ohio. I soliecit your assistance in my pro- ‘if you do not have such facilities rcacdily av;ilablc.
joct. . . appreciate the loan of materials which I might copy :

turn to you immediately. I am also interested in man:
of momoirs which you may have prepared, particularly
woexe done within a couple of ycars of the events. Agi
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy t}

Name Aram J. Nahabedian ‘;

Address_ 17941 Lucero Way, Tustin, CA., 92680
Res: (714) 838-1843
Telephone " 806=2710 Date

. Contract
Occupation _Administrator Eqployex'McDonnell Douglas

Address_Huntington Beach, CA pelephone  (714) 896-2710

Sexrvice Record:
Before joining the 306th:

Class 44B Pilot training - Freeman Fld, Seymore, Ind.
 Graduated 8 Feb 44 as 2nd Lt while still 18 yrs old.

Combat ‘€rew Training (B-17) Ardmore, Okla. Departed 18

May 44 for Kearney Neb., for plane plck-up and flight to Eng.
Aftior leaving the 306th:

6th Ferrying Gp,-Long Beach, CA. Pursuit Ferry Pllots

checked out in P=51, P-47 and P-63. Ferried Such until
separation from service 6 Nov 45,

Univ of Mich, BBA, 1949,

Recalled to active duty 1 Apr 513 SAC and then Korean sexrgice.

306th Record:

Arrival Date 16 Jun 44 Squadron or other unit 423
Mos _Pilot combat Status CoPilot/Pilot

Missions Completed 353 22 as CoPilot, 13 as Pilot(all while

19yrs oldJ .
promotions 1st Lt, 12 Dec hh

Decorations&_pn_iplcsi&pFC__p1cs__ﬁs__pSM__psc__MH__SM

__PH)Spattle Stars four other

(OVER)



Other personal data: :
After recall served as Intelligence Staff 0fficer; rec'd
Sr Pilot Rating; rec'd Sr Parachutist Rating, completed
43 jumps; rec'd Regular Ceptaincy and served thru 30 Jun
60; reverted to Reserve and retired as Lt Col, 11 lNoy T
Awarded Air Force Commendation Medal and Meritorious
Service: Medal for service as Reservist,

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highlights of your combat careexr? What was ‘vour
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of
which you have sSpecial knowledge?)

.20 Jul 44, lMarburg, Germany; 9th Mission, lost three engines
due to flak in IP area, had to ditch 8 miles off Ostend,
Belgium, no crew injuries, rescued by British 26 hours after
setting down, :

22 Aug U4h:; while flying as formation observer on Group

Lead ship forced to bail out after take-off when smoke
bomb ignited in bomb bay,

Add additional Pages, if necessary
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is directed by Letter, Hy., Jishih sir Porce, Office of the Commanding -
General, ;20 53k, Subject; ®"Jersonnel ﬂ'xfecue 'm.t‘w. Venereal Disease," dated '
22 Qctover 194, This is to cexrtify thati: '

NAHABEDIAN, ARAM J, 2nd Lt , 5.8,y 0-822062 . , h25rd  pamh gq.

T ] B s e a0 @y e - > - u—e’

30"&‘1 Bamb Group (H), A0 557, has been examined this date and at the present :

” 'l::.x..e shows no evidence of venercal disecase, commurL.ca'ble disease, scebies, body ..

1:.ce, and other vemin infestation, S
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Russell A. Strong

Rt 1, Turnpike Rd

Laurinburg, North Carolina

28352

Dear Russ:s:

I'm truly sorry for the long delay in getting back to
you with this; I had completely forgotten about your
letter and just recently came across it as I was catchling
up on my filing.

I hope my contribution is "not to little, nor too:late"
to be of help,

I'm also enclosing my history questionnaire and related

data {(orders, etc,)

I'm really looking forward to seeing the group in Phoenix,

Happy research and writing,

e e

Aram J. Nahabedian
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June 1, 1990

Dear Russ:

As metioned in our coversation the other night, here are
some items for your information, or use as you deem appropriate:

Belated Obituary - George "Rusty" Johnson (423rd)
Passed away 30 May 1987 - heart failure. Originally
Asst Radio Operator on Ellis O. Porter/Nahabedian
crew, then promoted to Radio Operator on
Hutchinson'crew. A third string, Notre Dame
quarterback (dropkicker) in late thirties, Rusty was
a member of the 306th team.

DEATH OF DONALD J. CASEY (423RD)

Details unknown. Paul Reioux (808)879-0090 may
have details.

NEW FIND - PAUL H. WEHUNT

400 Hiram Page Rd. # 15, Yreka, CA 96097.
Would you please send him last issue of ECHOS; he
plans to go to San Antonio.

YOUNGEST PILOT?

My birth date: 3/27/25.

Called to active duty for aviation cadet training
on 4/2/43 at age 18 yrs, 7 days.

Graduated from pilot training and commissioned on
2/8/44 at age 18 yrs, 10 mos and 11 days.

Checked out as 1lst Pilot on 10/15/44 at age 19yrs,
6 mos and 18 days.

Promoted to lst Lt on 12/12/44 at age 19 yrs, 8
mos and 15 days.

Awarded DFC on 1/6/45 at age 19 yrs, 9 mos and 9
days.

Completed tour on 1/29/45 at age 19 yrs, 10 mos
and 2 days.

Separated from active duty on 11/6/45 at age 20
yrs, 7 mos and 9 days.

Being from Michigan, all above before I was
eligible to vote or drink.

So long for now,
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MOCDONNELL DOUGLAS \.
\.L./

PO ATION

A. J. NAHABEDIAN

Branch Manager — Conlracts
Special Activities

MCDONNELL DOUGLAS ASTRONAUTICS COMPANY
5301 Bolsa Avenue, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 896-244]
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