; S

RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD % HeRoism [ MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT

For use of this form, see AR 672-5-1; the proponent agancy is MILPE RCEN. OR SERVICE
TO:(Include ZIP code) FROM: (Include ZIP code)
HQ AFMPC/DPMASA Norman A. Armbrust
Randolph AFB, Texas 78150 6037 Snow Hill Road SW

Washington Court House, Ohio 43160

PART | - PERSONAL DATA

1. LAST NAME-FIRST NAME-MIDDLE NAME . 2. SSN 3.GRADE | 4. BRANCH/PMOS(EM])

Myllykoski Robert Leroy 35378817 T/Sgt| Army Air Corps

5. ORGANIZATION AND STATION

306th Bomb Gp 423rd Sq Thurleigh, England

6. RECOMMENDED AWARD (Include Oak Leaf Clusters) 7. POSTHUMOUS AWARD: O YES X NO
Silver Star a. DATE AND PLACE OF DEATH

8. DESIRED DATE OF PRESENTATION ' T ’ ‘
Sept 8, 1990 ' b. NAME, RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OF NOK

9. WAS INTERIM AWARD MADE? [ ves o NO

AWARD:

PART Il - RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD FOR ACHIEVEMENT OR SERVICE

10. INCLUSIVE DATES FOR WHICH RECOMMENDED 11. INCLUSIVE DATES OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNIT SHOWNIN
ITEM 5. STATE HEASON FOR END DATE (Retire, PCS, etc.)

12. ALL PREVIOUS AWARDS TO INDIVIDUAL (Do not include interim award)

PART i1l - RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD FOR HEROISM

13. INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION ABOUT EYEWITNESSES ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF 8 x 10%" BOND PAPER: a. Full
name, b. SSN, c. Grade, d. Unit. STATE REASONS IF EYEWITNESS STATEMENTS ARE NOT ATTACHED.

14. CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH ACT WAS PERFORMED

a. LOCATION b. TIME c. DATE

Bombing Raid over Hanover, Germany 11:00AM | July 26 1943

d. UNIT MORALE, CASUALTIES, AND MISSION DURING TIME AND DATE(S) OF ACT(S)
/v‘,. :

PART IV - PROPOSED CITATION

15. DESCRIBE THE INDIVIDUAL'S PERFORMANCE IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW. DO NOT USE A CONTINUATION SHEET EXCEPT
FOR HEROISM AWARDS AND AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL. QOn July 26 » 194 3 our B-17

aircraft, "Unbearable II" received a direct hit of flak just as we release

our bomb load over Hanover, Germany. The hit knocked out our #1 engine,
and damaged #2 & #3. All instruments were knocked out and the bomb bay
doors would not close. The bombardier, navigator and ball turret gunner
were wounded. We lost formation and were all alone. We managed to get
about a third of the way out of Germany when our last engine, #4, caught *
on flrg. I, Norman A. Armbrust, 1st Pilot, gave the order to bail out.
The tail gunner and both waist gunners managed to bail out. The radio
operator, T/Sgt Myllykoski, thought to check the ball turret gunner. He
was found to be wounded with shattered bones sticking out of his foot.
During this time we were being strafed by a JU88 and our crippled ship
could blow up at any minute from the fire in #4 engine. T/Sgt Myllykoski
w1tpout regard for his own safety removed his chute, harness, and top
flying suit, in order to bend low enough to get Sgt Nelson Huston out of
the ball turret. He then put Sgt Huston's chute on him, assisted him to
the rear hatch door, put Sgt Huston's Hand on the rip cord and helped him

out. Then T/Sgt Myllykoski returned to the area of the ball turret, put on

PART V - OTHER INSTRUCTIONS AND AUTHENTICATION

16. LIST ATTACHMENTS (authorized for heroism and DSM awards 17. RELATED POSITION OF PERSON INITIATING RECOMMENDA-
only). See Chapter 2, AR 672-5-1 for preparation. TION TQ PERSON BEING RECOMMENDED

A . 1st Pilot B-17F "Unbearable II"
13' 15’ Crew LlSt' ExPlanatlon 18. TYPED NAME, GRADE, BRANCH AND TITLE OF PERSON
: INITIATING RECOMMENDATION

Norman A. Armbrust F/0 Army Air Corp
19.IF APPROVED, FORWARD AWARD TO: . 1st Pilot

1

20. SIGNATURE ’f 21. DATE :
%‘L‘”/@U @ \%V/ﬁ/ﬁ Aug 6, 1990

DA FORM 638 EDITION OF 1 JUN 69' IS OBSOLETE.
1 AUG 73 .



15. Continued
his flying jacket, harness and chute, and bailed out.

T/Sgt Myllykoski was a prisoner of war for twenty-two months, but
Sgt Huston died in a German hospital three months later.

2nd Lt Robert Ellwood who was the navigator was in the same hospital
with Sgt Huston and during this time, Sgt Huston voiced his appreciation

to whoever assisted him out of the disabled aircraft.



AL ER L R o

By Bob Snell

- Sun staff reporter

i The mystery of who rescued
Sgt. Nelson Huston had dogged

the crew of the “Unbearable II”

for more than 40 years.

& ' It’sresolution hasled toalong
i overdue honor for a Sebastian
Tman; ;
- Thestorybeganone]ulymom-
{. ingin 1943 when the B-17 bomber

Corps left a British base on an-
{ “other perilousraid over Hanover,
1 Germany. Manning the plane’s
radio console was Sgt. Bob

large caliber machine gun to his
side was also his responsibility.

St to ball turret on mod2l of B- 17

assigned to the 306th Army Air

Myllykoski of Sebastian. The

Mystery of WWII rescue solved
Sebastlan man honored for aot of valor,

It was Myllykoskr S 18th mission
overenemy territory; only sevenmore

and his tour of duty was over. But

Myllykoski’s 18th  roved to be his
last.:

bombs, Armyrecord: show “Unbear-
able II” was struck hy anti-aircraft
fire and started losin;, power. Before
it could reach the English Channel

“the fourth engine wcnt up in flames .
and the B-17 started nurtling toward =
“raised.the turret," but then dis-*
“covered that severe wounds to™
- Huston sfeetandlegsprevented

the countryside. The “aptain gave the
signalto bail outand the crew started
moving to the escap. hatch.. .
Asheprepared his capintoenemy
hands, Myllykoski glanced down
into the ball turret — a glass and

steel bubble that lung from the.

,planes ‘belly contammg ay

After ‘dropping (s payload of

-wrench and started to crank the |

i vAs the B 17. screamed earthu,.'

double-barreled machine gun—=::
and noticed. | gunner Huston
wasn’t moving.

- “He had:been hit. and was 4
barely,conscrous,” said Mylly-y
koski Monday. “SoIgrabbeda .

ball turret . into the, plane S0 he
could get out.” "

ward,’ Myllykoskl successfully

him from climbing out of the
cramped turret. With moments
to spare, Myllykosk1 took off his -

R See HERO on page 3




,:HERO (from page 1)~

" own bulky parachute, reached into

" the turrett and lifted Huston out. He

then readied Huston’s chute, guided

him to the open door, placed his hand

on therip cord and pushed him outof

the plane. Myllykoski then grabbed

his.own gear and bailed out just in
time. .,

* Huston was - taken ahve by the

: German sbutdied three months later

. in aGerman hospital. Before passing

away, Huston spoke with the naviga-{

~4or of “Unbearable II,” Robert Ell-

. ’f.;w'o'od and described the heroic res- -

«UC

Huston recalled just : about every- .
thing, except the name of the man -
who pulled him from the turret, The -

B-17’s crew had been hastily as-
sembled that July morning and Hus-

" ton had only a brief introduction
before crawling into position. Given .

the confusion, the hero could have
i ‘been one of several men.

* “ Huston wanted to thank his col-
. league and have the Army recognize
| theheroicact. ButBob Myllykoski’s

deedremained asecret forthenext42

3 years 2
‘Like other members of “Unbear-

able 11" Myllykoskl was' captured
soon after he parachuted to earth. He

' says it was somewhat lucky he be-"

came a prisoner and not a casualty.
“I was picked up by a German
farmer and his dogs,” Myllykoskt
recalls. “Itwasalittle touchand goin -
the beginning. The German people
were understandably aggravated at

us for all the bombing we did. Iknew

that farmer could just as well have .,
shot menghtthere and nobodywould
have known.”

' But Myllykoski survived to spend' ;
the next2 years in a series of German.

prisoner of war camps -— including «-
the infamous Stalag 17 in Austria,
which was populanzed in an Acad-

“emy Award winning film. His time

included a 30-day forced march

across Austria when his captors fled'

advancing Russian troops.

During his stay in Germany,;‘

Myllykoski never encountered an- "

other member of the crew of “Un- ©
bearableI1.” When he returned to the -

States in June 1945, Myllykoski’s

war buddies were all fellow POWSs. .

After discharge from the Army,
Myllykoski settled in Painesville,

Ohio and began a carcer as an indus- |

trial engineer. A soft spoken and
modest man by nature, Myllykoski -
spoke less and less about the war as
the years passed. And he never -
mentioned to anyone, not:even his
wife, Lillian, the story behind the last
flight of “Unbearable IL.”

yearly reunions across the nation,
Myllykoski said he was never inter-

ested in attending. But, according to

Lillian, his attitude started to change .
about 10 years ago when the couple - -
moved to Georgia, Myllykoski gradu-
ally became more interestedin speak-

.ing about, and dealing with, his wa ... months,”

expenence——-especxally the pat' ‘fu"l
yearsasa POW. | :
~In 1985, after movmg to Seb o

nan Myllykosk1 decided to attend a.
306 ~Army Air Corps reunion i~
‘Dayton, Ohioand finally metup with
“the “Unbearable II” crew member_s‘ 3
_hehadnotseensince he bailed out of &
~the burning plane. . -\, oriv g
. “One. evening we were sxttmg‘ i
aroundand thenavigatortalkedabout
Huston and what he had said before:
. he died,”. Myllykoski said. .The
navigator said both he and our prlot 4
hadalways wondered who hadpulled i
.(Huston) from the ball turrett. Then If
spoke up and said I was the one.'!: ¥
- Following the reunion ,piatNer- .

man-Armbrust and Ellwood wrote’ .
the Army recounting Myllykoski’s:
‘actions. . Armbruste ‘nominated
Myllykoskl for the Srlver Star,ﬁt:i;,
‘ forlus 4

herorsmmbattle oy IR C i‘
According toMyllykoskr thenext P

‘six years were filled with their share ﬁ'
- of paper shuffling as the Army re-
viewed the request. Finally, last ¢
 Thanksgiving, Myllykoski learned 5.‘
- the decoration had been approved, -
Truetocharacter, Myllykosktwanted g
his Stlver Star mailed to him, But
Lillian, - their . two daughters - and g
grandchrldren fwanted somethmg .\
-more. i
"So,’ ‘February 14 the extend
Myllykoskr famrly ‘will gather | ati

./ Patrick Air Force base for a formal §. ‘
 Although members of the 306 held ]

" ceremony.--honoring  the "valor . ot“i '
“Unbearable 1I’s” radro man/gun- \i’_‘;
ner, .} SN §g‘f
: “We are all very proud % Lxlhan S
said. “A few weeks ago our 4-year- -
" old grandson, Jason, asked his fathe
‘what a hero is. His father told him
“You'll see one in a couple

” -
B WL ARES e s e
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He Didn't
Forget
His Hero

By JAMES KIKLEY
Setasting Burena Chicl

It was the wish of a dying U.S.
Army airman that somecbody
find the stranger who pulled his
wounded body from a bomber’s
belly gun turret and sent him
parachuting into the remainder
of his life.

Sebastian  resident  Robert
Myllykoski received the posthu-
mous thanks of Sgt. Nelson Hus-
ton 48 years after their B-17F
Flying Fortress was abandoned
in flames over Nazi Germany.
Myllykoski has been awarded
the Silver Star for heroism in
combat and will reccive his
medal Feb. 14 at Patrick Air
Force Base.

Like many combat vetcrans,
the 72-year-old retired industrial
elecirician is slow to talk about
his experiences. Instead he
shows official documents, in-
cluding a siring of letters that
began in 1985, That is when nav-
igator Robert isllwood and pilot
Norman Armbrust talked about
the July 26, 1943, high altitude
mission over Hanover, Ger-
many, at a reunion of the 306th
Bomb Group.

Ellwood recalled talking to the
ball turret gunner in a German
prisoner of war hospital i Bre-
mervorde.

Huston told  Ellwood  he
expected  to die, uas diabetes
thwarted the healing of  his

wounds. He wanted sonicthing
from the navigator.

“The request,” Kllwood would
later recall in a sworn statement
for Myllykoski's Silver Star,

“was to thank the crew member

Press-Journal statf photo by Kelly Collins

Robert Myllykoski with a model of the B-17.

who helped b out of the turret
and into his parachute so he
could bail out of the aireraft.”
Ellwood had «bandoned the B-
17, dubbed the “Unbearable IL”
before Huston and wasn’t sure
who saved Huston’s life.
Myllykoski, « POW held else-

where, didn’t know the fate of the
man until the 1985 rcunion in
Dayton, Ohio.

But pilot Armbrust, last out of
the warplane, witnessed the
event.

Please see HERO/4A




his Silver Star.
" The events

fghters.” .
Myllykoski,
shack-taking shots

svindew,at passing fighters, said
‘he didn't know “Unbearable II”
had been hit until the pilot gave
the order to bail out. One engine

was gone, two others damaged, .

“and the fourth caught fire about
one-third of the way out of Ger-
many. .

' Myllykoski <eft==ts—radio

shaekykwt remembered it was his

...... (SRS

ity to check the ball turret be-

fore‘jumping. BN
. “As you step out of the radio

door, the ball turre!'s right there,”,

he said. “You can sce through the
turret window.

“I -could see ~1=14 face through

it,” Myllykoski said. “He was out. -
His head was back and he was -
But he woke. up
when I started to hand-crank the

i his it 1 turTel

The gunner was a stranger, as-

unconscious.

signed at the last minute to re-
place a regular crew member. His

legs had been crippled when flak .
_ripped through his turret. /, s . es3
G take off his : .
flight jaeket® ‘Greanys
and oxygen bailout bottle to reach’
in and pull Huston out of the ball

Myllykoski had
own. parachute #ig,

turret.

~ “I'put his chest chute on and

]

/‘)‘_u 5710-'}"

.10 or 12 seconds before his chu

ina @

e

heiped ‘him .to’ the walst door‘fg

Myllykoski said. “I put his hand :
on the rip cord and told him to

pull it as soon as he was out the .

door. - , : Sl

" “He was shot in the legs. The
blood was frozen on his feet.” %
Then Myllykoski‘put his own
parachute on and jumped. He fell -
te
el

opened. : e

shot whe
target.)/ -

oGy

mos

mar .’ . -~

ST




This is the reason it has taken forty-seven years to bring this
recommendation for award for heroism before you.

After we were shot down I didn't get to talk with the enlisted men.

We were sent to different POW camps. It was not until about five

Years ago that the crew started to get together at the 306th Bomb

Group Reunions. Through the talk I began to put imformation together
with what I had seen the day we were shot down. We were so busy
fighting for our lives that day that this act of heroism was not
immediately recognized as such. As pilot of the crew of "Unbearable II"
I now realize T/Sgt Myllykoski's action was one of great bravery,
courage, and strength and worthy of recognition and award.



13. Information about eyewitnesses

Norman A. Armbrust T-143 F/0 1st Pilot 306th Bomb Gp 423rd Sq

Robert J. Ellwood 0-670720 2nd Lt Navigator 306th Bomb Gp
' L23rd SQ



Crew of "Unbearable II" B-17F Serial Number 42-29900
July 26, 1943

Crew Pogition
Pilot
Co-Pilot
Navigator
Bombardier

Aerial Engineer
Radio Operator

Ball Turret Gunner
Waist Gunner
Waist Gunner

Tail Gunner

Name in Full

Armbrust, Norman A

Kramer, Lester M

Ellwood, Robert J

Wallin, Charles L.
Milakowich, Paul

Myllykoski, Robert L

Huston, Nelson J
Skinner, Louis A
Dascoulias, Pete

Robison, Brice E

Rank

F/0

2nd Lt

2nd Lt

2nd Lt
S/sSgt
T/Sgt

Sgt
S/Sgt
S/sgt

S/Set

Serial

Number

T-143

0-671964

0-670720

0-735220
35301148
35378817

35310884
37213787
35319023

10600823

Present Address

6037 Snow Hill Rd
Washington C. H.,
Ohio 43160

735 Hemlock St
Scranton, PA 18505

96 Henderson St
Phillipsburg,
New Jersey 08865

Deceased
Deceased

685 Vickers St
Sebastian, FL 3295¢

Deceased
Address Unknown

210 Fairmont, NE
Warren, OH 44483

3725 N, Meridian
Okemos, MI 48864



Jan. 31, 1991

Norman Armbrust

6037 Snow Hill Rd.
Washington, C.H., Ohio
43160 - 9636

Dear Norm,

Per your request, I am submitting my account of my

experience with Nelson Huston while in a hospital in
Germany.

Sincerely,

{A"} sez / z(](}_/’ ;”.’."f"‘ Q'\— >
{

Jack Ellwood



,Our aircraft (B-17) was disabled by German anti-aircraft
artillery during a bombing mission on 26 July, 1943. Three members
of the crew were wounded as a result of this anti-aircraft hit,

Lt. Charles Wallin, bombardier, Sgt. Nelson Huston, ball turret
gunner, and myself, Lt. Robert J. Ellwood, navigator. We had to
abandon our aircraft.

I was taken to a first aid station somewhere near Diepholz,
Germany, where my wound was treated by a German doctor. It was at
this station where I met up with Sgt. Huston. There were about
eight or ten, presumably, all injured Allied flyers at this station.
We were transferred to a prisoner of war hospital/lazeret located
at Sandbostel. I think this hospital was associated with prisoner
of war camp Stalag XB located in Bremervorde. At this hospital I
had several conversations with Sgt. Huston, mainly about his con-
dition and his departure from the aircraft. At one point he men-
tioned he didn't think he was going to make it. When I asked why
he thought this, he informed me that he was diabetic. On at least
two of our conversations he asked me if I would carry out a request
of his. The request was to thank the crew member who helped him
out of the turret and into his parachute so he could bail out of
the aircraft. This was extremely important to him as he knew what
a difficult time he would have had without assistance. He wanted
to make sure that the crewman who assisted him inspite of continued
heavy enemy aircraft attack, in disregard of his own survival, was
thanked. He doubted that he would have been able to exit the air-
craft without this help.

Because of the limited space in the ball turret, these gunners
used the chest pack type of parachute, rather than the back pack
or seat pack type. The chest pack parachute consisted of a harness
which the gﬁnners wore and a detachable chute pack. The chute pack,
itself, was left outside of the turret, usually on the floor in the
area of the turret. This meant the gunner had to exit the turret
thru a small hatchway with all of his flying gear, oxygen mask, etc.,
find his chute pack and fasten it to the harness and attach an
oxygen bail out bottle before leaving the aircraft.



Sgt. Huston realized that the fellow crewman who helped him,
had to have jeopardized his own safety. He asked me to convey to
the crewman how grateful he was. Huston did not know which one of
our crew came to his assistance in that very chaotic situation.

I had not forgotten Huston's request but I had not been in
contact with any of the crew since that July, 1943 day. Finally,
my wife and I attended our 30 6th bomb group reunion in Dayton,
Ohio in 1985. Five members of that crew and their wives were
also at that reunion.

As we were rehashing our experiences, I found an opportune
time to carry out Sgt. Huston's request. When I told of my conver-
sations with Huston to the crew, Robert Myllykoski very quietly
and unassumingly spoke up and said he had helped Huston prepare to
abandon ship. Sgt. Myllykoski was the radio operator gunner of the
crew. Myllykoski went on to tell us of the event and how he was
able to get Huston safely out of the aircraft.

oo + Sl 2 /%Q%;‘ 7
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February 13, 1991

Robert L. Cole, Colonel, H3AF
Principal Advisor for Awards and Decorations

Secretary of the Air Force Personnel Council
AFMPC/DPMASA ‘

Randolph AFB, TX 78150-6001

RZ: Recommendation for the Award of the Silver Star -
TSgt Robert L. Myllykoski, Serial Number 35378817

Dear 3ir:

In response to your request I am submitting a report from
Robert J. £llwood who was a 2nd Lt and navigator on our
crew with his experience with 3gt Nelson Huston while in
the hospital.

I also wish to add to the record that 3gt Huston, 3gt Myllykoski,
2nd Lt Kramer co-pilot, and I, F/0 Armbrust lst pilot were
the last four to leave the plane in the order I have listed.

Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation.
I trust that the attached statement from one of the crew
members will result in the award to Robert Myllykoski.

Very sincerely,

) / ,
. ) ) Y // 1}
)7.ﬂ49q{/p1 A vt

i
Norman A. Armbrust
6037 3now Hill Road
dashington C. H., Ohio 43160



Office of Public Affairs, 45th Space Wing, Patrick AFB, Fla. 32925-8152 (407) 494-7731

#92-007
February 11, 1992
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PATRICK AFB, FL. -- A Silver Star, one of the military’'s higheat awards, will
be presented to TSgt. Robert Myllykoski, USAF, (retired), on Friday, February
14 at 11 a.m., at the Fatrick Air Force Bagse Golf Course.

Brig. Gen. Jimmey Morrell will present the medal to TSgt. Myllykoskl in
recognition for gallantry under fire almost B0 years ago. On a bomb run over
Hanover in 1943, his aircraft was hit, three engines disabled and crew mem-
bers wounded. The alircrew commander ordered the crew to abandon the air-
craft. Before exiting, TSgt. Myllykoski removed the critically wounded
gunner from hig turret, secured him in a parachute and helped him exit the
plane. After that, he donned his own chute and jumped in the nick of time.

Several years later, the aircrew commander realized TSgt. Myllykoski was
never recognized for hig gallantry. Efforts were gubsequently put underway
through the Air Force Military Personnel Center, Texas, to award him the
Silver Star.

More than 850 of TSgt} Myllykoeki’s family and friends will be pregent,
to include the aircrew commander and crew members from the bomber to which he
wag assigned during World War II.

-30- Contact: Terri Bracher
NOTE TO EDITORS: Media representatives wishing to cover this event, please
call Terri Bracher at 404-7731.



Sebastian resident awarded Silver Star
World War Il hero honored at Patrick Air Force Base

By Barbara L. Simonetti

Sun staff reporter

One of the military’s highest
awards, the Silver Star, was presented
justrecently to TSgt. L. Robert Mylly-
koski, of Sebastian. The former ra-
dioman/gunner was joined by more
than 50 of his family and friends for
a formal ceremony held at Patrick
Air Force Base Feb. 14.

Brig. Gen. Jimmey Morrell pinned
the medal on Myllykoski’s suitlapel,
inrecognition for gallantry under fire
almost 50 years ago.

Assigned to the “Unbearable II,”
the thrown-together crew had only
had brief introductions at the begin-
ning of the bomb run on July 26,
1943. This was Myllykoski’s 18th
mission, seven short of completing
his tour of duty.

The pilot called for everyone to
bail out after the groundfire-dam-
aged B-17lostall powerand began to
divetoward the German countryside.
Ashe wasabout to jump, Myllykoski
spotted a badly wounded man in the

ball turret. It was gunner Sgt. Nelson'

Huston.

Myllykoski recalls he “grabbed a
wrench and started to crank the ball
turret into the plane so he could get
out,” but saw that severe injuries to

Huston’s feet and legs kept him from-

climbing out.

Removing his own parachute,
Myllykoski maneuvered in the tight
space and lifted Huston out, readying
his chute and guiding the wounded
man out the door, pulling the rip cord
for him. .

The last to be left on the plummet-
ing craft, Myllykoski put his own
parachute back on and bailed out just
in time. : ’

Huston survived the jump, butdied
three months later as a prisoner of
‘war in a German hospital. He de-

scribed the rescue to the “Unbearable
II’'s” navigator, Robert Ellwood,
before passing away. Huston had
wanted toknow who it wasthatsaved
him from the turret.

Myllykoskispent the nexttwo years
in a series of POW camps, including
the infamous Stalag 17 in Austria,
butdid notencounter any of hiscrew-
mates until 1985, when he attended a
306 Army Air Corps reunion in
Dayton, Ohio.

Oneevening, the story of Huston’s
rescue was told by the navigator,
Ellwood. He told of how Huston and
pilot Norman Armbrust had won-
dered together who it was that pulled
Houston out of the turret. It was
Myllykoski’s turn to speak up.

Armbrust nominated Myllykoski
for the Silver Star, for his heroism in
the face of danger. Last Thanksgiv-

ing, Myllykoski learned that he had
been approved.

Not one for the limelight, he asked
if the Silver Star could be mailed to
him at home.

“‘No Way,’ I said,” his wife Lil-
lian recalls, “I felt this was the time
for recognition. He deserves it s0.”

Besides family and friends, pilot
Armbrust was also on hand to wit-
ness the ceremony, held in a confer-
ence room with plate glass windows
facing the base golf course and,
appropriately, a runway.

A painting by Tom Rissocher was
presented to Myllykoski, depicting
the “Unbearable II” with one engine
dead and bomb bursts surrounding
the still airborne craft. The presenter
was Ed Dostie, a former POW him-
self.

“We kept in touch with the men he

- was imprisoned with,” Lillian say
“Dostie was anusherat our weddin

Actually, all of the ushers in o
wedding were ex-POWs.” T
Myllykoskis will celebrate their4?
anniversary in July.

Myllykoski says he “couldn’t I
lieve it when the pilot and navigat
said they were going to put in for
but they did.”

When asked about his herois

inside the cramped quarters of

doomed B-17, he responds, “An
one would have done it.”
Myllykoski received thanks ar
congratulations from many peop
lining up to shake his hand. He, io
was thankful. '
* “This is a great occasion for m
not because of the medal, but b
cause my family and friendsall can
out to be here.”

£ o

Robert Myllkoski, on left, was presented his Silver Star by Brigadier General Jimme
Morrell at last Friday's ceremony. /
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Sun photo by Barbara L. Simonett



Missileer

Silver'.S'rqr shi

By A1C Amy Kneller
PUBLIC AFFAIRS STAFF

Retired Air Force TSgt.

" Robert Myllykoski, a Sebas-
tian resident, had tears in his
eyes when he accepted his
Silver Star, one of the mili-
tary’s highest awards, in a
ceremony at the Patrick AFB
golf course club house
Feb.14.

Col. John E. Angell, vice
commander of the 45th Space
Wing presented the medal.

The medal for bravery was
long overdue — almost 50
years.

On a World War II bomb-
ing run over Hanover, Ger-
many, July 26, 1943, Mylly-
koski's aircraft, a B-17 Flying
Fortress called the Unbear-
able II, was hit, three engines
disabled and three of the 10
crew members wounded.

The aircraft's commander,
Flight Officer Norman
Armbrust, ordered the crew to
abandon the plane.

Feb. 21,1992

or veteran

Before Myllykoski exited,
he removed the critically
wounded gunner from his
turret, secured him in a
parachute and aided him in
his exit.

Seconds later Myllokoski,
a radio operator and gunner,
secured his own chute and
leaped to safety— he thought.

On the ground, the crew,
from the 423rd Bomb Squad-
ron, was captured and be-
came prisoners of war for (wo
years.

Norman
Armbrust,
left, and
‘Edward
Dostie,
right, attend
ceremony at
which their
comrade in
arms,
Robert
Myllykoski,
receives

DONNA DOUGHERTY Silver Star.

In May 1945 they were
released by American forces.
Almost 50 years later,
Armbrust realized the 73-

year-old Myllykoski was
never recognized for his
bravery.

Armbrust started the
action necessary through the
Air Force Military Personnel
Center to present his com-
rade the Silver Star.

“This is a big day for me,”
sald Myllykoski with obvious
emotion.
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