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126 BLUE WING DRIVE, #4
SONOMA, CA 95476
(707) 938-5909

Mr. Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Pl.
Charlotte, N.C. 28205
Dear Mr. Strong:

Several years ago you published in Echoes a two-part series
I had written about POW Camp Stalag-17.

Unfortunately, I cannot find either my copies of those two
editions or any trace of them.

I wonder if it would be possible for you to either send me
file copies of the stories or a Xerox of the two.

I would be more than happy to reimburse you for any expendi-
ture in procuring the same.

Many thanks for your help.

Sincerely,

ju

Irving J. Mills
August 11, 1994
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Irving J. Mills
126 Blue Wing Drive, #4
Sonoma, CA 95476
(707) 938-5909

June 9, 1985

Dear Mr. Strong:

Please pardon the delay in responding to your general
inquiry about my sojourn in Stalag 17.

I think the best I can do for you is to enclose a
typewritten copy of the diary I kept while we were
on a forced march at the end of the war.

I am also enclosing some copies of drawings that
were made for me while at Stalag 17.

Also enclosed is a term paper in college after the
war on educational activities in our POW camp.

You probably have seen the enclosed article by
John Keegan. Frankly, I don't know when it was
printed or in what publication.

You can keep the copies as I have copies.
Sincerely, \

A

e Human Resource Development e Washington Adviser e Diversified Management Services ¢ Corporate Director
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STMMARY OF 4CCOPLISEMENTS R
As I have already implied, it is impossible at thils time to completly
evaluate the educational accomplishments of our school. XZven wlth
our records avallable it may be very, very difficult as we had no
judges from outside to cleck on tﬁe school when it was is operatione
Eowever, with the comparatively few men with wrom I Lad close contact
day ard night, I know thet the school Lelped threm nio end. Many of
trese men rad had little or no formal educatlon and had a keen dislike
of enything that professed to be educational. After attedning our
school, hLowever, these mén took on a new perspective and learned the
value of education. Although this 1s within the realm of my own
personel contact, I believe it 1s not an 1solated case and that m=ny
of the men left prison camp in quest of further education. The
school was in exsistence from Febrmary 1944 untll April 1945; the
student body growing in proportion to the camp population and the.
school along withvthe work of the Chaplain were the two .ain stubiliz-
ing institutions'in a very un.table exsistence. The sumary of
accomplishments would not be entirely complete uhless I once agaln
stated that the greatest acconplishment in my opinhan was the in-

tellectual srowthof the men during their internment.
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES OF AMERICAN :
PRISONERS=-0QF=-VAR

FORWARD

It is'the purpose oé trhis paper to present an accuraté picture
of the educational forces that were'at work during the war among
American prisoners of Stalag 17B. This 1s hot an extaustive survey
for unfortunately the records necessary for a thorough treatment of
this subjecf are ..ot avallable at this time. It does, Lowever, give.
an insicht into a phase of education that in my own oplnion 1s un-
paralleled anywheree. .

I.will»endeavér to show that in splite of tke many disﬁdvantages
in our school system, we had many advantages that are not a part of
our own school systems here in the States.

There 1s no accurate menas of measurement as to the 1lntellec-
tual growth of the men during thelr intermment, but I am very sincere

in my belief that there was a definite growth.
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I have recelved considcrable help from the office of Dr. David
R. Porter, War Prlsoners Aild of the Y.M.C.A. in preparing this paper.
I am indebted also to the statistics that were prepared for the "ar
Department by the Educational Director of Stalag 17B, Alexander H.
Haddon. Most of the information unfortunately comes from my own
faulty memory. But until the day vhen our school records are availe-

able®* the above mentioned sorces will have to suffice.

*These records are now in the Russian zone of occupation in Austrie,

and due to the delicate relations ex8isting between the United States
and Russla are not available at this time. The records are the only

ones kept by any Prison Camp and contain the following: 4

a, comlete lesson-plan outlines of all subject matter taught

b. coples of all tests and examinations given in all subjects

c. name, rank, army serial number and home address of every
man who completed any subject.

d. personnel record of each instructor, llsting qualifications,
education, and original contributions to teaching

e. complete files of all corespondence with Geneva relief agencies

f. complete files of all correspondence and circular letters
received from USAFI

ge. complete data on extra-curricular activitics, libraries
and general 1nformation program

he additional information of interest and value in explaing
and evaluating the entire program
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