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Dear Bill: 2

In some research on early 306th aircraft, I am

hopeful you can remefibetr some things about
41-24516. -

Did the plane have a name? I so, What?,///:’&'f/ﬂg 27
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8 December 1991

Mr. Wil@danis Melton
350 Mt. Alto
Roma, GA 30161

Dear Curtis:

Was your first B-17, 41-24516, named "Melting Pot", or
"Melton Pot''?

This question has been raised by two men who are working
on what they think will be the definitive book on all
3“178 .

Also, do you have in your possession or know the wherea=
abouts of any picture of the nose art? Or, did none ever
get painted on it before you left the States?

Hope all is well with you, and that you and yours have a
good Holiday season.

Sincerely yours,



W.CURTIS & 3o MELTON

102 SADDLE MOUNTA Ro
ROME. GEORG 301%24 ROAD L (9,200 /

/44({5« /] /2 /A»agq
223 cHheval 2

v fodFe, Nec . 2820585
ﬁéefr /a{j/

Lew Losiko T have poceivec o mie Ao
s A,
Che s £ #y S Ses aé/%&ffféw/ﬁ/ a 5”4”‘7

5 Aerd m %4/7 of 2y (2) oyt fome Ao A
é/,é% %d/% Aw""f /d/ /% ’74 /@'CM/dﬂy e

é’?/[dc] 74 % /‘42J//17 (‘(ﬁ/ﬂf(@ﬂf(’:f //r\ ﬁ//d,m/__.

/7[ _)/451 o «”s. /%/4) /(;acf%c/ﬂ('/%
0/% }@é?\ fc;/&?f Mfféf/z/‘% %/26/"“47(.

el

—ay J/glj ol g //ex;e Send e D coples -
j/w £ senta small pom By Babirm S Moaser,
Lpir are foe Byl T ol Senc! prave.
7R anb g2 F St pogerds

A

T lophomi 706 234 - 3/ 78



Mr. Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, N.C. 28205 December 1, 2001

Dear Russ:

I was surprised to see the article in the October issue of the 306" Bomb Group News, that my aircraft has
been found. It must be mine because I still have the keys.

To paraphrase Mark Twain, the news of my being missing for 20 years was greatly exaggerated. Iam a
regular recipient and avid reader of your group news — to which I infrequently contribute money.

Now that Lee Kessler has been reduced to a co-survivor, I claim half the bourbon aboard. (As I remember,
neither of us bought it). It is right that his dedication to the association should be rewarded by his
impending ascension to the helm and I will yield my half case of booze to him if it is to be shared by the
group as a salute to those not among us — perhaps during the 2002 English trip.

Aboard the British minesweeper that picked us up, there was a RAF officer assigned to spot the downed
aircraft. Had he not been so busy telling me about his experiences in Malta, he might have done so and the
aircraft could have been recovered quickly.

It is interesting to note that a shore observer reported that the last person aboard (me) took all of 11 seconds
to get out. I also was threatened with a dunking because I was the only one who didn’t get wet — and cold.

Without an airplane, our crew members were reassigned. Seven were killed in combat, two were POWs
and, by pure luck, I did 35 missions unscathed.

On a personal note, I am widowed but happily remarried and living comfortably in Rome, Georgia. I hope
that it will be possible to attend our next reunion.

Thank you for your long-term dedication and super job in keeping us together.

Cordially,

Ny -

7" Curt Melton
(Rarely called Bill)

PS Please send a copy of this letter to Lee. I don’t have his address.

W. CURTIS & JO MELTON

102 SADDLE MOUNTAIN
ROME, GEORGIA 30161
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