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18 December 1985

Dear Tom:

As to the book you asked about, For Extraordinary Heroism-----", I think you
could ask in almost any book store, and with the author's name and title
they could establish the publisher and place an order for you. I am not ac-

quainted with the book, but if memory serves me right it concerns primardly
Vietnam, but may also include Korea.

I would be very interested in your collection of mug shots, especially if they
are identified. It would be interesting to runaa page of them in Echoes at
some point.

Good to hear from you and your copy of First Over Germany will be in the mail
this week.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong
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11/15/84

Russ:

Thought you might be interested in this. Tom was one of the originals, Johnsons (369%h)
waist gunner. Shot down with Johnson. Wish pic had reproduced a little better, for he
has a "rip van winkle" beard. Seems to have found himself in the "mountains". Didn't
seem to have been lacking on "wives" anyway.

Good to see you at reunion. Think most had an enjoyable time.

The best
| 1] Lighty {1]
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" Thomas D. McMahon, Esq.
McMahon Enterprises, Inc.

P. O. Box 582

Redway, California 95560

1-707-986-7606

Mr. Russell A. Strong, Secretary June 11, 1997.
306 th. Bomb Group Association

5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205.

Dear Mr. Strong:

Attached is an undated letter from one Lee Kessler, a member
of the 306th. Bomb Group Association. I emphatically gquestion
the ethical use of the Association's letter head¢ by a member
for the single purpose of expressing his hate. Perhaps some
form of professional help would benefit lir. Kessler! There
are certain legal steps that could be taken inorder to prevent
a reoccurence of this misconduct of infringement. Please be
advised of the serious ramifications that this matter
encompasses.

If you attended the Tucson reunion and have knowledge of the
alleged letter that was "passed around" please offer me the
courtsey of a complete explanation of the following:

1. To whom the letter was addressed and date.

2. Who brought the letter to the reunion?

3. Was the letter used as part of the reunion
format?

I don't ever remember writing to the Purple Heart Magazine and
therefore, haven't any idea of what Lee Kessler is talking about.
This is not a defense, by any means, of my past writings or
present beliefs because, I stand firm in that area and experience
absolutely no regrets. My motto has always been, "If the shoe
fits wear it". Regardless, the point of fact is that Mr. Kessler
is very angry and full of hate but, that doesn't under any
circumstance, eliminate or disaffirm the opinions and judgments
of others. This is America and free speech does prevail. Perhaps
in Mr. Kessler's case having once been persecuted as an Ex-POW
has now become the persecutor! If that indeed be the case, I
shall pray for his troubled and confused mind.

May I offer a simple solution for this problem?

1. Send me a copy of the alleged letter.

2. Answer the aforementioned three (3) guestions.
Any action taken on your part will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,
2,
ar’
Thomas D. Mc/Mahon,;Esqg.
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd, Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurlgigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

Lee Kessler
170 Saratoga Ave. N.W.
Canton, Ohio 44708

Thomas ilciiahon
Box Hu<4
Redway, California J556U-Uds<

I have just returned from the Stalag 1/-B reunion in Tucson, where all
there had a great time. Your letter from, I believe, the Purple ieart ilag-
izine was passed around. You were referred to by many names along with mine
after reading it.

In the first place your memory has gone astray. There were only two
buildings (as you called them). I didnt realize you 1lived any other life
style then the rest of us. I was one of those you refer to who lived in
one of those buildings of ''that mentality'.

I suppose my mentality was not as good as should have Dbeen other wise
I should have let you croak on that train from bulag Luft to VII-A. Thank

God tnere were few of your type in camp. As a quote from an old movie:
"If by chance we should ever meet, please pass on by"

Lee Kessl

I am not afraid of tomorrow, For I have seen yesterday, And today is beautiful. An ex-P.O.W.



17 June 1997

Dear Tom:

I did not attend a Tucson reunion, so have redlly how idea
wabout what a letter Lee Kessler may have written., I was not
a POW, so do not go to their meetings. Thus, I am unable to
answer your three specific questions about the letter.

I also do not read the Purple Heart Magazine, as I never got
a Purple Heatt medal.

That is not a 306th letterhead that he uses. It is something
he conteotéed some years ago for his own uses. He did borrow
three lines of type from the 306th letterhead.

I appreciate gour concern, but fee that there is nowway in
which I can help the situation at the present.

Sincerely,

“, . e
L\,,‘,g.“‘



Thomas D. McMahon, Esq.
McMahon Enterprises, Inc.
P. O. Box 582

Redway, California 95560

1-707-986-7606

February 10,1996.

Mr. Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charootte, NC. 28205

Dear Russ:

Upon reading the January 1996, 306 th. Echoes, I came across
an unidentified picture (7-x) of the 'Adams' crew of which I
was the tail gunner. This picture was taken upon completion

of one of the early raids in 1942, Incidentally, this ship and
crew were 'downed'on the January 13,1943.Lille, France mission.
Individual identification, to the best of my knowledge, from
left to right is as follows:

Tiption BTG; Morrison LWG; Mc Mahon TG; Stevenson RO; Bennett
TTGE; (UNK Zadoblick RWG?) ( UNK Jones?) Adams P; (UNK Casey?)
" (UNK) MY memory for officers is very poor due to the fact that
I didn't socialize with them in any manner as an enlisted man.

Those killed on the raid were: Tipton, Adams and Duggar (Ground
Operations Officer,369th)in the capacity of CP.and not shown
in this picture.Morrison, Stevenson and myself were wounded.

I would appreciate an 8x10 photograph displaying more of the
air craft and thorough identification of all the parties. My
eleven (11) children and twenty seven (27) grand children would
be impressed.

Take care old buddy!"Keep your head low and your powder dry",
and may God bless.

I remain, one of the origionals,

ThomAs D. Mc Mahon, Esq.
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTE AIR FOROE
Officé of the Commanding General
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II. Under the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 8 August
1932, as amended, and pursuant to authority contained in Section I,
Circular 74, Hq., ETOUSA, 18 November 1942, the AIR MZDAL is -~
awarded tc the follewing named Officers and Enlisted Men.

ko % ok oh ke LEX T : LA LTI

THOMAS D, McMAHCON, 12041471, Sergeant, *##*«snens Army Air Foces,
United States Army. For extraordinary achievement while serving K
as Tall Gunner on & E-17 airplane, on a combat mission over enemy
occuried Contlnental Europe, 12 December 1942. The eirplane wes
attacked at 20,000 feet altitude by enemy eirplanes, whereupon
Sergeant McMahon destrcved one enemy airplane of the FW-190 type.
The courage, goolness and sltill displayed upon this cccasion re—
flect highest ‘credit upon this Soldier and the Armed Forces of the
United States. Home addressa: 112-36 207th Street, St. Albans, New
York.
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By Command of Major Ceneral EAKER:

L C. C. CHAUNCEY,

L Brigadier General;*U,S,A%,
%5 v Chief of Staff,
- 6FFICIAL: Fows kit

‘WILLIAM W. DICE, B ‘ . w
Colonel, A.G.D., .
Ad jutant Genersl
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THOMAS D. MGMAHDN 12041471, Snrgeanﬁ,“%&@ﬁh'Bomhardmént

MY orces, United Statel Army. For exoepb-
onelly- meritorinus achievement while serving as Taill Gunner omn &
B~17 airplane, on five aerial ¢combet missions over enemy ocoupied -
Europe, 9 October, 7 November, B November,- 17 - Navember
Vand 22 November 194%. . The . courage and skill displayed by Sorgoant

‘MeMaghon upon these ocaasio.zm 'f}.ect highe st ¢re
Armed Forces @ £he . United ﬁ’»’oates. Home- address:’
‘ Jamsi Lk ‘




Thomas D. McMahon, Esq.
McMahon Enterprises, Inc.
P. O. Box 582
Redway, California 95560
1-707-986-7606
4-18-98.

Mr. Russell A, Strong, Secretary

306th. Bombardment Group Historical Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, North Carolina 28205.

Dear Russell:

On January 30,1986, I received a notice from the Department
of the Air Force, Manpower and Personnel Center, San Antonio,
Texas, that as a result of 'Correcttion of Military Records'
one of my Air Medals was taken away. Copy enclosed.

A letter followed stating: "The correction was accomplished
administratively without referral to the Secretary of the Air
Force Board of Correction of Military Records".

Needless to say I was astonished that a pencil-pushing-clerk

had the balls and the authority to accomplish this injustice.
Accordingly, my service record fails to support a second oak
leaf cluster to the air medal. I learned that the 'Loading Lists'
for each mission flown by the 306BG, prior to my being a
POW,would be solid evidence in proving just what missions I

had flown, with what Sqgdn, date etc. My total is eleven with
several more to research.

INTERESTING FACTS: THREE QUESTIONABLE MISSIONS.

(Will I be credited with these three questionable missions?)

Nov.17, 42 St. Nazaire.....Abortive; dropped bombs
in Channel..enemy fire encounted.

Dec. 06.42 MOCK DIVERSION: No fighter escort.
Should be counted as a mission. '

Dec.30, 42 Lorient U Boat Pens.."Turned Back" Enemy
fire encounted.

Air Medal: General Order #11 (For five Missions).

Oak Leaf Cluster: General Order #1(Enemy fighter destroyed

on Dec.12, 42 Lorrient mission while flying with the 423rd.Sqdn.
Second Oak Leaf Cluster: Sould be for the next five missions,
PROVIDED TWO of the abovementioned QUESTIONABLE missions are
counted.......Whats your opinion on this thinking? I'm getting
ready to present all this evidence as supporting documentation
verifying my entitlement to the second Oak Leaf Cluster to HQ
HFMPC/DPMASA, Randolph, AFB, Texas 78150-6001.

Any advice that you may have for me will be appreciated.

Sincerel

=



(_) RONORABLE DISCHARGE L

CAUTION: NOT TO BE USED FOR WD AGO FORM 53-55 ANY ALTERATIONS IN SHADED AREAS
IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES RENDER FORM VOID
1. NAME (Last, first, middle) 2. DEPARTMENT, COMPONENT AND BRANCH 3. ;OCl{\L SECU'}:’ITY ir}ao. (A'Lsol;
HMCMAHON THOMAS D. AC AUS ervice Number if applicable)
PSN: 12-041-471
4. MAILING ADDRESS (Include ZIP Code)
112-36 207 St., St Albans, Queens County, NY

5. ORIGINAL DD FORM 214 IS CORRECTED AS INDICATED BELOW

ITEM NO. CORRECTED TO READ
SEPARATION DATE ON DD FORM 214 BEING correcren- 1945 November 17
33 AS READS: EAME Service Medal W/1 Bronze Star
CORRECTED TO READ: European-African-~-Middle Easterm Campaign
Medal with 2 Bromze Service Stars
AS READS: Alr Medal W/2 Oak Leaf Clusters
CORRECTED TO READ: Air Medal with 1 Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster
k % % |k & % &% %k ®&# ® & &% NOTHING FOLLOWS %% % % % % % % % & #&# % % & % %
Copy 3 to VA Data Proc Ctr, Austin, TX 78772
Copy 5 to Dept of Labar, Baton Rouge, L4 702
Copy 8 to Dept of Veteran Affairs
Vi /
6. DATE 7. rv:{:’z’ ',l.j-c',%ﬁe.:;mg AN%?N@TURE OF OFFICIAL AUTHORIZED TO SIGN
30 Jan 86 CHARLES E.” MCL UWAF , CHIEF, ANALY & CERT
DD FORM 215 PREVIOUS EDITIONS CORRECTION TO DD FORM 214, CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE OR
HoL7e OF THIS FORM ARE DISCHARGE FROM ACTIVE DUTY

S/N 0102-LF-000-2150 OBSOLETE.

MEMBER - 4
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Thamas D. Mcuahon
Kame ;

I, Thomas D Menahan
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following awards




October

November
November
November
November
November
December
December
December
January

January

09,
07,

08,

42

42

42
42

42

42
42
43

43

Lille

Brest

Lille

St. Nazaire

La Pallice U Boat Pens

Lorient U Boat Pens

Mock Diversion.(Enemy Fire Encounted).
Rouen/Scottervilles

Lorient U Boat Pens

St. Nazaire U Boat Pens

Lille (POW # 112502 )



PS. Forgot to asK....e<s....How many BATTLE STARS did the
306th.BG. earn during WW2 ?

Tom Mc Mahon
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