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WILLIAM J. Mc KENNA, JR.
222 Alliston Road
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31 March 1978

Dear Bill,

1 am returning the picture of Thurleigh, as I have it in my collection.
Guess I have a thousand or more pictures by this time.

1 find it a bit difficult to remember everyone who served in the 367th
when I was there, but I have a vague picture of you in my mind. I
am enclosing some of the materials I have been using in eliciting
information, and that will give you a brief rundown on me.

In the past three years I've talked with a lot of interesting people
who served with the 306th, and have collected a good bit of infor-
mation. I still have not started to write, but the time approacheth,
or my wife will murder me*

Thanks for the leads on people. We'll follow them up, and some night
when I have a WATS line availabie I'll give you a ring.

Sincerely yours,




WIL LAM M KENNA
222 ALLIST
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6 July 1990

Dear Bill:

Sorry to take a month to amswer your letter, but I spent a lot

of that month out of the state or at the ocean, and also got the
1990 Dirsctory printed and mailed, have completed the July issue
of Echoes, and have been working on various aspects of the reprint
of my book, which is at the printer.

So, my mind has been somewhat diverted. It was drained at an earlier
point in history.

The Andy Rooney idea has gone up and down the flagpole, and the
sum of it is that no one thinks he is worth $15,000, which is khat
his agent is asking.

You mentioned "liars". I talked today with a guy who swears up and
down that the Royal Family made two visits to
Thurleigh in the summer of 44. I think he's been on the sauce too

long, or the second visit was the best kept secret of the century.
He does say it really involved only one plane and his crew and the
Group CO. Sounds like a winner to me!

That goes along with the guy from the Service Group, who flew as a
tail gunner on the Schweinfurt mission, 14 Oct 43, and when the
pilot and other officers were all killed or wounded, sensed that
something was wrong, and came up from the ttail and flew the plane
back to Thurleigh and landed it. Never got a medal--and probably
had never been in a B-17 before!

After 10 hours in a Piper Cub in CTD, and hours watching the pilots
make the little bugger fly, I never did get the hang of keeping a
17 straight level and on a eonstant air speed. The crew thought my
attempt to fly one were the funniest they had ever experienced.

See you in San Antone,
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Bill McKenna
Presidential Square A6
640 South Avenue
Secane, PA 19018
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