A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio

I am endeavoring to put together a good history of the 306th
Bombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some
years. I am working diligently on the matterxr, collecting all
kinds of data and working through the official history and
records of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th
squadron from Juné through November, 1944, and currently am
director of news and information services at Wright State U-
niversity, Dayton, Ohio.
ject.

Name Zfig%// /é/ /47;¢<?(3/2267AVC<§:

I solicit your assistance in my pro-

45424

I am interested in any special matcrials which you may have,
such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
insignia, etc. I am also interested in commendations (other
than the-usual Air Medal and DFC) you may have received,
special stories which you may have in your possession, letters
that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,
if you do not have such facilities readily available, I would
appreciate the loan of materials.which I might copy and re-
turn to you immediately. I am also interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were done within a couple of years of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.

Address /44527(7

CA /(2L Lootp

Telephone 7;?///; 7/%7/

Occupation/£z£2277gyfgéﬁ4/

Address f%%:zezf /;Ef240£é;2;

[ROYAL OAK, /1,

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th:

el ),
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Aftexr leaving the 306th:
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306th Recorxrd:
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Combat Status ACONE
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MH SM

DSC
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~ Other personal data:

Description of Air Missions:
(What wexe the highlights of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of
which you have special knowledge?)
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" I--A"ARD OF DISTINGUISHED SEWICE ORC3S. Under the provisions of Army Regu-
lationrs 600-45, as amended, a Distinguished Service Cross is awarded to the
following enlisted man: ' o -
Arizona T. Harris (Army serial No. 6296272), technical sergeant, 369th Bomb-
{" ardment Sguadron (H), Army Air Forces, United States Army, for extraordinary
1 heroism in military operations against an armed enermy of the United States.
¥hile on a combat mission over enemy occupied Continental Europe, January 1943,
the airplane on which he was serving as top-turret gunner was badly damaged by
“enemy antiaircraft fire and forced out of formation. A large force of enemy
fighter planes then concentrated their attacks on this lone airplane, finally
driving it to a crash landing in the 'sea." Throughout the descent, and as the
airplane disappeared beneath the waves, Sergeant Harris was seen to be still
firing his guns at the enemy sirplanes, The dogged determination to fight
against all odds and sheer bravery displayed by Sergeant Harris upon this
occasion upholds the highest traditiond of the armed forces of the-United
States. Home address: 603 W, 8th St., Tempe, Arizona. '~ (AG 220.5 M)

7 IT-—AWARD OF LEGICON OF HERIIAHOFFICER‘Q_DEGREE. Pursuant to authority con-
}ww~«~w,tained in War Department. cabie No. R5490, a Legion of Merit, Offiger's Degree,
’ is ‘awarded to the following enlisted mdn: B ‘ :
e dJames C. Green (Army serial Wo. 18G48542), staff sergeant, 367th Bombardment’
Lo Squadron, Aray Air Forces, United States Army, for outstanding services
{ rendered in dssigning and fabricating, during the month of December 1942, a
|
!

new type machine gun mount. Working léng and arduous hours in cooperation with
another soldier, he perfected the highly successful new type armament, thus
undouttedly aiding in the successful comnletion of many operational missions
since its adoptien. The initiative, skill, and craftsmanship displayed by
Sergeant Green reflscts credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United
States. Address: Cost, Texas. )
. _ Ben F. Harcilonis (Army serial No. 36115466), sergeant, 367th Bombardment
..y Squadron, irmy Air Forces, United States irmy, for outstanding services
rendered in designing and fabricating,” during the month of December 1942, a
new type machine gun mount. Working long and arduous hours in cooperation with
another soldier, he.perfected the highly successful new type armament, thus
undoubtedly aiding in the successful completion of many operational missions
since its adontion. The initiative, skill, and craftsmanship displayed by
Sergeant Marcilonis reflects high credit upon himself and the armsd forces of
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the United States. Address: 7127 Reuter, Dearborn,.iichigan. (4G 220.5 M)

IIT--AWARD OF LEGION OF MERIT, LEGIONNAIRR'S DECREE. Pursuant to authority
contained in "War Department cable No. R5690, a Legion of Merit, Legionnaire's
Degree, is awarded to the following officer and enlisted man:
o= Robert B. Wallace, second lieutenant, AUS, Hq ETOUSA, for exceptionally
¥ 3y Meritorious conduct in ths performancs of outstanding services in the conduct
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States, European’ Theater of Operations.i.His,keen sense of organization, sound! %~
'R technical,knowledge, close apolication,dind bersuasive cooperation have re— f <~ -
sulted in obtaining representative oninions of enlisted personnel of the Army R
of the United States, Furopean Theater of Operations,. 3
~them as individuals, which have centributed greatly to i
high standard of morale and have reflected great ere i
United States and uoon . himsealf, o A i
AntoﬁilBednarchqg (Army s=rial so. 11042689), staff sergeant, 427th Bomb- 1
[.  ardment Sguadron (H), Army air Forcz, United States Arny, for outstanding per— E_
‘- formance of duty, under extrems difficulties resulting from a crash landing [
" of a'B-17F airplane on. 5 December 19,2, - The airplane crashed in a ramots E’ .
section of the country, disabling the Mg. 4 engine, Transportation facilitieg KL

— e —

on matters affecting
the maintenance of a
dit upon tle Army of the

|

i .. were exceedingly limited; Sergeant‘Bednarchuk, aerial engineer, working long
- *‘and wninterrupted hours, with only an engineerst emergency kit and improvised _

[ ,:fdevices,,changcd engines, installing an engine designed for another type of A

i
b

airplane, placed.the craft in flying condition, then acted as Go-pilot on the
flight to the base. The efficiency, energy, and technical skill displayzd by
this‘soldier,were of the highest order, ‘are worthy of erulation, and reflect
credit upon hinmself and the armed forcas of the United States. Address: The
Adjutant Genéral, Washington, D.C. (4G 210.5 x 220.5"M)
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b IV——ANNOUNCT ™NT  OF ASSIGNMFNT. Colonel James C. Longino, General Stafvaorps, ‘
i is announced as Assistant Chisf of Staff, G-4, vice Brigadier General George
. W. Griner, 'Jr., General Staff Corps, trensferred, (AG 210.31-0) -4
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A U.S. BOMRER STATION, England,
Apr. 8—American heavy bombers in the
ETO are using a new type machine-gun
mount, designed by two enlisted men in
their spare time, and combat crews credit
the armament with aiding in the in-
creased destruction of enemy aircraft.

How they spent many spare hours
designing the mount and improvising
materials to complete the job was told
here yesterday when the Legion of Merit,
Ofticer’s Degree, was awarded to 19-year-
old S/Sgt. James C. Green, of Cost, Tex.,
- and 26-year-old Sgt. Ben F. Marcilonis,
of Dearborn, Mich. .

An ex-armament chief, Green is now
a prisoner of war. He volunteered for
combat duty after collaborating with
Marcilonis on the gun mount and failed
te return from his second-mission two
months ago. )

Marcilonis, attached to the Engineer
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ing the idea of a new mount.

* While he was keeping his bomber
in flying shape, Jimmy got the idea
for an improved gun mount,” Marcilons
said. * He talked it over with me and we
went to work. It only took a week to
do the job, but we had to work like hell
sometimes, running back and forth from
ship to shop to get measurements, fit parts
and finally instal the mount.”

Marcilonis and Green installed the
original mount in the plane so
Green could use it when he undertook
combat duty.

A shortage of material left Marcilonis
without welding wire while they were con-
structing the armament, so he used baling
wire from old crates and barbed wire,
minus barbs.

“ While I was welding for Firestone,
in Riverview, Mich., [ learned quite a few
tricks of the trade,” Marcilonis said.

I
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e also revealed that some of the
material used for the mount was salvaged
from a scrap pile.

When the new mount was submitted to
Eighth Air Force officials for approval
they recognized its value and immediately
took steps to have it installed jn bombers
throughout the ETO.

Marcilonis is now working on a aew
tow bar, uséd by vehicles to haul planes
around the field. He believes it will be a
boon to maintenance crews who frequently
bring broken bars to him for repair.

In citations from Lt. Gen. Frank M.
Andrews, commanding general, U.S.
forces in the ETO, accompanying the
awards to Marcilonis and Green, they
were credited with * rendering outstand-
ing service, working long and arduous
hours in perfecting the highly successful
armament that is undoubtedly aiding in
the successful completion of many opera-

maintenance section here and a welder in | ¢ They .came in handy for this job.” tional missions.”
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LONDON DIARY

BY MARJORIE AVERY

Free Press Foreign Correspondent

SOMEWHERE IN EN G-
LAND—At a United States
Army Air Base—When these
men aren’t working they're
like schoolboys. They often
spend hours cooking up a prac-

tical joke. .
The bombers have just..come
* back from a six-hour flight. Our
NG % group acted as
decoys to con-
fuse German
fighters guard-
ing the coast.
That was their
job  today —
rather than
bombing  the

target.

Everybody is
in heigh-ho
spirits from the
é officers who
;= are just com-

,i .
t
&
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i “ ing out of the
- Miss Avery  priefing room
where they took down the re-
ports of' the combat crews—to
the men, looking gnomelike in
their . flying: 'suits. and great
boots, their faces red, their hair
-tousled. ‘They. look. like a foot-
 ball team at'-the end of the
. first half, after hard play.
1 " .. The sun is setting over the
) great field where the Fortresses
are still throbbing. We have
to wear dark glasses to look at

- the beautiful formation in the
.. | - sky flying home to other bases,
2 : still roaring defiance like a con-

- Just a Teaser

Before Dinner

t THE COMBAT CREWS come
¥ from the briefing room taking
E enormous hites out of sand-

wiches. Sandwiches and coffee )

o e

Ground Crews WOﬂ( |

CE@S@E}? with Fliers

the horizon. It’s thrilling to see .

quering army after the battle,

to come home. There wasn't as
much laughter then. The strain
of their hidden nervousness made
them quiet. .

I sat out on the field with
them in one of the trucks and
between watching the sky,
they told me bits about them-

. selves and the grim time they
had last winter when this base
was pioneering in high alti-
tude bombing,

Losses were high last winter
when the Americans first start-
ed daylight bombing. Ships came
home badly shot up. The ground
crews worked hours through the
cold and wet to get them back
into flying shape. It was during
these hours -that the love grew
and was cemented between the
men who worked on the ground
and the men who flew and bat-
tled in the planes.

Vulnerable Spot
of Fortresses

IT WAS a ground erew man
. Who plugged up the only hole in.
the Fortress” defense, the spot
directly in front of the nose,
which the nose guns couldn’t de-
fend. It didn't take the Germans
long to locate this vulnerable
spot, and they came in like
rockets straight for the nose.
The Fortress had to dive out of
formation or risk being shot
down,

" You probably know the
name of Sergt.:.Ben F. Mar-

. cilonis because he’s one of this
war’s famous men. His home
is 4174 South Fort, Lincoln
Park, Michigan. His parents
are Mr. and Mrs. John Tolei-
kis. Sergt. Marcilonis was in
the group this afternoon and
grinned silently while the men
were telling me about him He
deserves fame if it were only
for that grin.

the Fortresses come back, day
“after day, shot up from these
attacks. They decided to do
something about it. They went

up odds and ends of parts and
bujlt a machine-gun mount
which ‘was placed smack in the
front nose. A gun was mounted
and the thing tested. Sergt Mar-
cilonis and Sergt. Green were
pleased.,

Given an Award
for Invention

NOT LONG afterwards this .

' Neéw gun was placed in all the
Fortresses and when tha mews

ot

B o

Sergt.” Marcilonis and Sergt.
Jimmy Green, of Cost, Texas, .
. were members of a ground crew °
last winter that had to watch

te the welding shop and picked :
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lthe men, looking gnomelike in
their flying- suits. and greal
bocts, their faces red, their hair
tousled, They look like a foot-
ball team at the end of the
first half, after hard play.

The sun is setting over the
great ficld where the Fortresses
are still throbbing. We have
to wear dark glasses to look at
the horizon. It's thrilling to see .
the beautiful formation in the
sky flying home to other bases,
still roaring defiance like a con-
quering army after the battle.

Just a Teaser

Before Dinner

THE COMBAT CREWS come
from the briefing room taking
enormous bites out of sand-
wiches. Sandwiches and coffee

oo

G s

' MARCILONIS

SERGT,

are fed them as soon as they .
land. But it's only a teaser.
They're dashing noisily away as
fast as possible to get dinner.
There were no casualties on

this trip and no lost planes—
and the crews are loud with
the relief of getting back.
Even if you don't go over the
target — six hours of flying
and acting as decoy for Ger-
,man fighters to. dive at —
isn’t any fun. It’s good to be
home and all in one piece.

The ground crews are just as
boisterous. They reflect the
spirits of the combhat men as a
mother reflects the moods of a
talented child. The ground crews

- 'are starting work now- on the

planes—they pick up where the
combat men leave off, .

Base Pioneered

in Altitude Bombing
THEY'VE BEEN sitting
around in little groups for the

IT WAS a ground crew mdn
who plugged up the only hole in.
the Fortress” defense, the spot
directly in front of the nose,
which the nose guns couldn’t de-
fend. It didn’t take the Germans
long to locate this vulnerable
spof, and they came in like
rockets straight for the mnose.
The Fortress had to dive out of
formation or risk being shot
down, R

" You probably know the
name of Sergt.-Ben F. Mar-
cilonis because he’s one of this
war’s famous men. His home
is 4174 South Fort, Lincoln
Park, Michigan. His parents
are Mr. and Mrs. John Tolei-
kis. Sergt. Marcilonis was in
-"the group this afternoon and
grinned silently while the men
were telling me about him He
deserves fame if it were only
for that grin.

- Sergt.. Marcilonis and Sergt.
Jimmy Green, of Cost, Texas,
were members of a ground crew
last winter that had to watch
the Fortresses come back, day
-after day, shot up from these
attacks. They decided to do
something about it. They went
to the welding shop and picked
up odds and ends of parts and
built a machine-gun mount
which ‘was placed smack in the
front nose. A gun was mounted
and the thing tested. Sergt Mar-
cilonis and Sergt. Green were
pleased., .

Given an Award
for Invention

: NOT LONG afterwards this !
"4+ new gun was placed in all the

Fortresses and when the next
group flew over the enemy tar- .
. get, it was plain murder they -

said. The German planes swoop-
ed and came head on and‘into
almost certain death.

Marcilonis was given the Le-
gion of Merit, officers elass, for
his part in the work. He flashed
his grin again and told me he'd
never got the medal—just the
ribbon. “Guess metal’s scarce,”
he drawled.

He was arc welder for Fire-
stone Metal and Rubber Prod-
ucts in Riverview before the
war. His brother, John Tole-
i(l){iS, works for the Ford Motor

0. -

Sergt. Green later joined a
combat crew and went down
over Germany. He's now a
prisoner of war. -

Pfe. Richard C. Rhinehart and
Pfe. Charles A. Buck are both
radio maintenance men in

© ground crews. When a mission
is pending they get up at 1 a. m.
and work furiously on a last-
minute checkup of the plane.
Then the bombs are loaded and
everything is ready for the

past hour waiting for the planes

- - @ combat men to take over. This

base has a record for loading
~ bombs. One whole year of work
and no accidents. The whole
base has been given citations
which won’'t be awarded until
the group leaves England. -
. Sometimes a Fortress goes on
‘the next to the last raid and
then goes down and this is very

hard to take for everybody.




28 January 1976

Mr, Ben F, Marcilonis
1500 Capitol
Lincoln Park, Mich,

PDear Ben:

As you will see from the accompanying sheets, I an
working on a history of the 306th Bomb Group, an
organization which I feel has always been slighted:
in books and articles recounting the work of the
Eighth Air Force.

Today I received a letter from 8111 Houlihan, and
included in the listing was your address, .

I am very interested in the Ledfon of Merit which

you received, and would appreciate it very much if
you could get @ae a copy of the citation, along witﬁ
any other interesting background on the award, as %\
well as your story about the development of the ghn ‘
mount. Was anything on it ever published that you"
know of? and, if so, where? I%'d like to find copiaa»

Alsa, by any chance, do you any pictures of the mount?
If you do, I would like to borrow them for a few days -
so that I can get copies made.

Any information you can provide will be greatly ape
preciated, and I'd¢ also like to have you Pill out the
enclosed form,

Do you know anything of the whersabouts of James C,
Green, who also received the Legion of Merit for the
same pisce of work? Or for that aatter, can you guide
us to any other former Sﬂéers?

A reunian for the 306th is now being planned for Oct.
16-17, 1976, probably in Dayton. Hope you can make it
and you'll be hearing mere about it later.

Sincerely yours,.

Russell A, Strong

déﬂé'ﬂpplaridge”tourt ‘bayton. Ohio 45424
513/233.8735
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A U.S. BOMBER STATION, England,
Apr. 8—American heavy bombers in the
ETO arc using a’ new type machine-gun
mount, designed by two enlisted men in
their spare time, and combat crews credit
the armament with aiding in the in-
creased destruction of enemy aircraft.

How they spent many sparc hours
designing the mount and improvising
‘materials to complete the job was told
here yesterday when the Legion of Merit,
Officer's Degree, was awarded to 19-year-
‘old S/Sgt. Jamgs C. Green, of Cost, Tex.,
and 26-ycar-old Sgt. Ben F. Marcilonis,
of Dearborn, Mich.

An ex-armament chief, Green is now
a prisoner of war. He volunteered for
combat “duty after collaborating with
Marcilonis on the gur mount and failed
to return from his second mission two
‘months ago. - :

Marcilonis, attached to the Engineer
maintenance section here and ‘a welder in

canfs Build Bom

civilian life, credits Green with conceiv-
ing the idca of a new mount.

““ While he was keeping his bomber
in flying shape, Jimmy got the idea
for an improved gun mount,” Marcilonns
said. ** He talked it over with me and we
went to work. It only took a weck to
do the job, but we had to work like hell
sometimes, running back and forth from
ship to shop to get measurcments; it parts
and finally instal the mount.” .

Marcilonis and Green installed the
original mount in the planc so
Green could use it when he undcertook
combat duty. )

A shortage of material left Marcilonis
without welding wire while they were con-
structing the armament, so’he used baling
wire from old crates and barbed wire,
minus barbs.

* While I was welding for Fircstone,
in Riverview, Mich., 1 learned quite a few
tricks of the “trade,” Marcilonis said.
“ They came in handy for this job.”

ber
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He also revealed that some of the
malcrial used for the mount was salvaged
from a scrap pile.

When the new mount was submitted to
Eighth Air Force oflicials for approval
they recognized its value and immediately
took steps to have it installcd in bombers
throughout the ETO.

Marcilonis is now working on 'a acw
tow bar, used by vehicles to haul planes
around the field. He believes it will be a
boon to maintenance crews who frequently
bring broken bars to him for repair.

In citations from Lt. Gen. Frank M.
Andrews, “commanding. gencral, U.S. .
forces in the ETO, accompanying the
awards to Marcilonis and Green, they
were credited with ¢ rendering outstand-
ing service, working long and arduous
hours in perfecting the highly successfu
armament that is undoubtedly aiding it
the successful completion of many opera
tional missions.”
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