J. R. LEWIS
964 Surrey Drive
Norristown, Pa. 19403

Sept. 17, 1987

Mr. Russell A. Strong
20L1 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Dear Russell:

I was unable to attend the Reunion in Waghington,
and feel sure that everyone had a good time.

The July '87 Issue of Echoes asked that you be fur-
nished with information as to the names of planes

and etc. and since I was not at the Reunion I thought
I'd send my recollections on to you by letter.

I believe that I flew 15 or 20 missions in #196
0 for Oboe which was an Olive Drab 369th plane.

The crew chief's name was Anderson or Peterson,

( My best guess ) and he was from somewhere in

North Jersey. He was short in stature and had light
blond hair. This plane had the most flexible controls
of any B17 that I ever flew.

Somewhere in your book you say that Trask (369th pilot)
crash landed it on the Continent and that was the end
of it. We were on a pass at the time.

You refer to Joe Chancey on pg. 299. Joe was our
regular Co-Pilot from about the middle of Oct. 194L,
The Co-Pilot we went over withwas George Simons, who
flew with Kada on a mission to Caen and bailed out
per pg. 266 of your book. I flew as Joe Murphy's
Co-Pilot on that mission, on which the Ball Turret
Gunner was killed. Your records will show that Maj.
Barnesfather went along on the mission as an Observer.
On the miasion to Caen 8/8/44, I believe we rode in
"Bouncin Baby". I think it was #301.

Getting back to #196, we liked it a lot although it
seemed to be sitting around a lot without a regular
crew so we asked Billy Casseday to assign it tous and
he did and we named it the "Extra Joker" and had a

pPicture of a Joker from a deck of cards painted in the
usual place.

Some of the planes I flew on missions were Satan's Lady
Flack Shack and once in the Rose of York.
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Satan's Lady was painted a very dark color and had
extra armor plate in various places.

Since we lost Geprge Simons early in the game, we
were assigned many different Co-Pilots usually on
thelir first mission, one of them being James McKinney,
really a great guy.

On page 284, you describe a mission to Cologne and
what happened to Doman and Ritter, I remember it well
as I was flying in the slot or the hole and Doman was
on one side of me and Ritter on the other, however,
it seems to me that Davis was leading the 369th that
day and not the Deputy.

I believe that you and I both shared the experience of
9/12/4l on the ride to Ruhland.

I went out 37 times and aborted once and got credit
for 36 trips. I lead the 369th 2 or 3 times when we
flew the low squadroi: and was Group leader once on
12/24/bl when the leader dropped out and being as I
was the Deputy, we took the lead. I recall the Larry
Carroll was the Bombardier and we had to make a Nanual
run as the Auto-Pilot etc was acting up and he hit the
target well which I recall was an airfield and then on
the return the weather was bad and we took the group
to ( I think) Molesworth, along with alot of other
outfits and spent a couple of days there.

Anyway, it appears that I got off the subject somewhat
in this letter.

Trust all is well with you and yours and enclosed is
a little § to keep the show on the road.

Cordiaily, | i //#q
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Jack R. Lewls
964 Surney Dr.

August 19, 1988 Norriatawn,PA 19401

Mr. Russell A, Strong
5323 Cheval Pl.
Charlotte, N. C. 28205

Dear Russell:

With regard to your April 88 issue of Echoes, thought that I
should report to you that I read the article on page 5 about
Dodson and Jenkins with considerable interest since I was the
Co-Pilot for Joe Murphy on August 8, 1944 on the Mission to
Caen, When we cleared the target and Murphy asked the crew

to "check in" over the intercom, T will never forget the voice
of the Radio Man saying "he's dead, Sir", There had been no
response from the Ball Turret and Murphy had asked someone to
see what was going on., My recollection as to who answered Murphy
could be wrong., Tt could have been the Waist Gunner. It was
my third mission and I didn't know anyone of the others except
Murphy. We also had a flat tire and we came back to Thurleigh
ahead of the other planes and Murphy told me to land the plane
and when I did, I soon pulled over on the grass so as not to
wreck the gear with the flat tire and later got chewed out by
Col, Raper, but he was not aware that we had the flat tire and
we didn't want to obstruct the runway for the rest of the group
that was soon to come in., As I further recall, another one of
the crew was slightly wounded,.

On that Mission, my regular Co-Pilot, George Simons, flew with
Andy Kata, It was Simons second mission and they bailed out
near the NOrne River and luckily some of them returned to our
base as described in your book., So Simons and I never got to
fly a Mission together and we flew with a lot of different Go-
Pilots until we got Joe Chancey assigned to us as our regular
CP around the middle of QOctober '44, He had never set foot in
a B-17 before but was very quick to learn, and we became great
friends and talk on the phone frecuently.

T called Andy Xata on the phone on 8/8/44 to let him know that

there was somebody that remembered the trip to Caen {billed as

a MITK RUN) and he didn't recall that George Simons was his CP

on that run but he did say that some of the crew jumped out too
soon and ended up as POW's,

Thanks to the 306th Tchoes, I wag able to locate our Ball Turret
Gunner, Fred Geitz (who was born in Wuppertal, Germany, and recently
made a trip back there as well as to Thurleigh).

I will end this by saying that I had a big day on 8/13 as the phone
rang and vho was on but our Bombardier, Les Harrison who became

a POW the day before T was to come home and he further put me in
touch with Jack Bunn, our Tail Gunner so we had a great time on

the phone.Harrison found me thru the POW group he had just joined
who in turn put him in touch with you. Harrison and Bunn then
called Joe Chancey and TFred Geitz., We could never locate our
Navigator, Andy Silvasy (Crap Shooting Champion of the 306th) nor
Fred Goetz the Waist Gunner., We had a Fred Geitz and a Fred Goetz.
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dur crew picture was shown on page 1% of the origonzl 306th
book. I talked with Alton Kester recently and he sent me a
copy of that book.

0f course, these wonderful contacts are primarily due to the
fact that the 306th Group issociation was formed.

Pnclosed is 2 little donation to help the cause.

Kind Regards.

Cordiafly,
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Pilot Survey
Name :rA'Ck R /\wag
Cadet Class 441
Adv. Trng. Location £7- S M4cR V.#
# Combat MlSSIOﬂS 3¢
Date leaving 306th J,L‘i
Rank on leaving 306th £4P°7~
Did you fly with the Casey Jones
Projectin 1945-46? __ Ao
Send to: Russell A. Strong, 5232
Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205
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For Resenvations in any Clarion Hotel call 800-36.2.6000
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