PERSONNEL RECORD UPDATE
306th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION

Complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to Russell A. Strong, Secretary,
306th BG Association, 5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205.

Date completed _OQOctober 16, 1991

LAST NAME: Lawrence FIRST NAME: Edward MIE- riTLE: Major
Street address: 800 Silverado #318 Telephone: (619 ) 459-2961

City, State, Zip:La Jolla, CA 92037

Date of birth: 312/30/21 Wife's name: Margaret V. Lawrence
College(s) attended: Degree(s): Year(s):
Glendale College Assgciate ?egreg ) %ggg

i i lifornia Bachelor of Engineerin
Ly&l‘é%ﬁ%%,ggné)g Jsc?bu%l%te f?&ct@etirement date: g 9

Owner/President of Lawrence Companies (Still active)

Reunions attended:

None
Serial #: A0-708496 Squadron: 423rd Specialty: Navigator
Date joined 306th: 0/a May 1944 If combat, what crew: Plecher, Millette,

and McKee
Special duties or assignments w/306th:

i i i Lead Navigator
Nu%tgtt%%nmglslssig%grﬁoasz ea 9 Date of last mission:October 3, 1944
28 (Credited with 30)
D . .
ate left 306th October 1944 Highest rank/grade w/306th: 31g¢ Lt.
Other 8th AF units served with: None

Top service assignment after 306th: Sgdn Commandder Reserve Unit Long Beach
as Pilot of Medium Bombers

USAF retirement date:n.toper 8, 1966 Rank/grade: ‘MajorAF Reserves

Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units serving with the 306th, are sought by the secretary, as
many of these do not appear in any collections of materials in Federal files:

If you know of others who served with the 306th who do not appear in the current
directory, please add their names and current/WWII hometowns/or other addresses
to the back of this sheet so that searches may be implemented to add them to our
present 306th roster.



January 7, 1997

283 Avenida Andorra

Cathedral City,CA 92234
619-321-9344

Mr. Russell A, Strong
5323 /Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Ryss,
Hello from one of your 306th friends.

Hope you and your family are well and dlong as well as the
Panthers!

Russ, I have established a publishing company for direct mail
to customers. I am ready to start a pilot program and see how
it goes. I have written a Business Book titled, "Starting and
Managing a successful New Business", and along with my own
"Reflections of a Combat Flyer" I am offering the products to

a mailing list in Southern California. We will see how it goes.

I have written the two books mentioned and have another in edit
plus two more business books in the planning stage.

Where is need your assistance and help is in the military aviation
books. I want to offer your book "First over Germany, and Bob
Denny's "Aces" as a product.

Can you find out from you or your printer what basic price I can
have on a publisher discount basis, and the same for Bob Denny's
book. I have misplaced Bob Denny's address though I know of his
publisher Donald Fine and Company. What I want is the best discount
and delivery times on orders placed.

You may know of other books written by 306th members; if so, I
may be able to include them in my offerings.

Please, dear friend, what further I may do to enhance the 306th!

Most sincerely,

EDW. L. lawrence
Please recommend other books I might include in my offerings...



LAWRENCE GOMPANIES / Lawrence Business Consulting Company

Lawrence Real Estate Company

800 Silverado, Suite 318
La Jolla, CA 92037
Office {619} 459-2961

October 16, 1991

Mr. Russell A. Strong, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Rusgell'Strong:

Delighted to receive your material on the 306th. Here you
have been in being for 16 years and I know nothing...tells
me I have been living in a cocoon of some type...not my
intention.

Enclosing the Personnel Record Upadte, along with a check I
to the Association for maintaining the Association, plus a
check amount included for FIRST OVER GERMANY.

My congratulations to you and the officers for doing all

that is being done to preserve the friendships made in

the 306th. I have learned from your directory that one of
the lead crews is located in Louisana (Millette). Thanks very
much. I intend to surprise him with a copy of my "Reflections
of a Combat Flyer"because at least two of the short stories
involve him and the crew. Also sending you and Bob Denny

a copy for information.

For your historical records, I can supply information on
the raid to Kothen on July 20, 1944; it is one of my
stories. And, I think I was on the Berlin one of 21 June
and one of the NOballs; will check and send you what I
may have.

Concerning 1992 to England, it is my desire to go, but it
depends on my businessess and their recovery from the recession.
I almost reached Thurleigh in late 1960's early 70's while

on a business trip to Europe. Arrived at Bedford in a rain

and wet sleet storm; busses were cancelled and no cab driver
wanted to make the trip, so I struck out. Had lunch at the

Swan hotel that day, though.

Thanks again for all you are doing!

Best wishes,

ij%/
ELL/ ESWARD L. LAWRENCE

Enclosures



LAWR,ENGE GOMPANIES / Lawrence Business Consulting Company
Lawrence Real Estate Company
800 Silverado, Suite 318
La Jolla, CA 92037
Office {619) 459-2961

December 6, 1991

Mr. Russell A. Strong, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

Thanks for putting me on your new members list

in the last ECHOES. Received-an evening call -
from our radio operator. Through him I have
telephoned other members of our crews. So, thanks
a lot!

The enclosure called "Reflections" was written

at our family's request...for the archives. Working
only from memory I now find some transpositions

as related in your First Over Germany Book. For
example, I thought there were only 12 B-17's for the
King & Queen. Your book says there were 54.

Things like that, etc.

Hope you like it.

All the best,

Ao

L. Lawrence
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. \JAWRENGE G“MPAN‘ES / Lawrence Business Consulting Company

Lawrence Real Estate Company

800 Silverado, Suite 318
La Jolla, CA 92037
Office {619) 459-2961

April 23, 1992

Mr. Russel Strong, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

Enclosing a clip from the San Diego Union about the 1942 raid
on Tokyo...the 50th anniversary of the group.

Had been thinking for sometime that perhaps someone like Andy
Rooney jor some network might want to have camera/video coverage
of the 306th Reunion in England. Perhaps a tie to the "Memphis
Belle" or similar footage. I have a vid-o of the air war from
Africa to the air war onver Scheinfurt with the B-17's.

Has any plan along this line been in process. It would be of
interest to our British friends too. Perhaps they could tie up
with an American network and combine their coverage.

You can bet that hundreds, perhaps thousands of the final tape
could be sold to all our members and the general public.Should
there by someone in the Association who has this kind of background,
it could be done completely under the control of the Association..
as Executive Producer and distributor.

Here in La Jolla, I have been the founder and chairman pf what is
known as La Jolla Concerts By The Sea...fifteen concerts almost
every Sunday during the Summer. We are planning to work with a
Cable firm to use their studios and equipment to tape almost all
of our concerts, boil them down and have five to ten hours of music
for which we would seek a commercial sponsor and run them en cable
and perhaps a commervial network. We would make money to support
continued concerts.

The Cable Company as a condition of their franchise with the City
must cooperate and train community groups who wish to produce TV
showings. So we are working on that to see what we can do. Maybe
a cable network in other parts of the country have similar
community requirements.

Received the new Echoes...well done..surprised to see the column
about all of us writing our experiences for the family..hope it
helps to get more history in your files (As if you don't have

enough of a load now!).
Thanks, Russ...All best wishes é;;iﬂjg;%a//lezif—"’"““‘—-—/
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27 April 1992

Dear Ed:

Got your letter of 23 April today, I thought it deserved an
immediate answer.

We have pursued a number of avenues in trying to get such
coverage. We talked with Andy Rooney at Pittsburgh about it,
and have had extensive correspondence with U. S, Betworks,
ABCY CBS, CNN and NBC. I doubt that any of them will really
do very much, but we will keep after them. CNN was perhaps a
bit more enthusiastic.

We have also contacted the news organizations in Britain, and
they have shown more interest in partidipating.

We took a flier last fall on trying to get someone out of the
Royal family to join our London banquet. No luck. The queen

does not interrupt her vacation in Scotland for any thing; the
Prince of Wales is busy, and Prince Andrew has other concerns.

Rooney and Charles Kuralt went to the '82 "do" at Thurleigh,
and Andy has just been, or is presently in, England to partici-
pate in the 50th reunion of Stars and Stripes.

Our total number is up to about 260 registered at the moment,
and the travel people say that it is taking one and one-half
persons to handle the telephone inquiries they are getting.

I'm off to Seattle on the 10th of May to begin planning for the
1993 reunion there. So, 1 manage to keep busy--even stooping to
mowing grass, weeding borders, etc., to keep the house manager
happy. At least I attempt to keep her happy!

All the best,



28 May 1992

Ed Lawrence
800 Silverado
La Jolla, CA 92037

Dear Ed:

In response to your letter of 25 May, it would be nice to get
some TV coverage. It was very good on the 1982 306th teip to
England. But one can't have CBS, Andy Rooney and Charles Kuralt
every time around.

We are still working trying to get one of the news services, here
or in England, to do some work on us. The 306th figures in a spe~-
cial being prepared in England for showing during this year there,
and it may well maje its way to the States. Both Don Ross and I
were interviewed last summer in England for it, and I furnished
them pictures, and they had a copy of our 1944 color film to use
for clips.

We will circularize our group before leaving to discuss with people
taking video cameras to give us copies of the footage, which may
then be put together in some kind of a coherent look at the 306th
in reunion.

We do not have $10,000 to spend on such a venture, however.

1 am enclosing a copy of the tape made at our Las ¥egas reunionm,
which I am sure you will enjoy seeing. It includes the color film
of the 306th, which we had put on video tape as the film was get-
ting in bad shape--and which we didnnot have ownership of. Make a
copy if you want, and then return thés tape to me.

Glad you are going to make the trip and look forward to actually
seeing you in the "flesh"” in Bedford.

All the best,

cc: Donald R. Ross



LAWRENCE COMPANIES / Lawrence Business Consulting Company

Lawrence Real Estate Company

800 Silverado, Suite 318
La Jolla, CA 92037
Office (619) 459-2961

May 25, 1992

Mr. Russell Strpng, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

Thanks very much for your letter about possible video
taping of the Reunion in England.

Have been doing some checking that might help out:

1/ Talked with the News Director here, Channel 8 TV,
San Diego. Fellow named Bob Holtzman. He said if someone
shot the scenes using VHS tape, reqgular amatuer quality,
and shot it well that he could bump it up the 3/4 " taBe
of broadcast quality and use it on the News. Said I
would probably be interviewed to give it local content
otherwise it wouldn't be of much interest.

Said they had neither the money or the time to send a crew.

2/ I wonder if the Association has the money to send a
person there? It would cost as much as $10,000 including
edotimg, titles, etc. This would include some WWII action
shots from a CBS/Walter Cronkite video of the "Air War",
or shots from "Memphis Belle (William Wyler, for the War
Department).

An independent TV Producer here will give me a quick pro-
posal very soon to do the job. Have another friend here
who spent 20 years in the White House as a UPI photographer.
Am sure he can do the work too, but he may not have the time
from his local business.

3/ There surely must be somewhere in the Association who can
do the shooting for himself and the Association. Anyway
to send up a flare?

4/ 1If shot, and a few action shois from WWII, I believe the
video would sell for a minimum off $0 each times a thousand
buyers would produce for the Association $30,000. If the
price was down furtkhr, many more could be sold to members
as well as the general public. By the way, "Memphis

Belle" has a shot of the four hangars at Thurleigh.

All the best....

Dot ——"
PS in ,ww(»«/f H %/Mé




LAWRENGE GOMPAN‘ES / Lawrence Business Consulting Company

Lawrence Real Estate Company
800 Silverado, Suite 318

La Jolla, CA 92037
Office (619) 459-2961

June 26, 1992

Mr. Russell Strong, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

Here is your tape copy of the Las Vegas Reunion. Thanks
very much for sending it to me. I have made 2 copies.

Enclosing for information a proposal from a television
producer from this area. It is, of course, out of the
question.

I think your idea of alerting attendees to send you copies
of their own shooting will do the job.

Look forward to meeting you and all the others.
With warm personal regards...

Sincerely,

ELL/e EDWARD L. LAWRENCE

Enclosures



LAWRENGE GOMPANIES / Lawrence Business Consulting Company

Lawrence Real Estate Company
800 Silverado, Suite 318

La Jolla, CA 92037
Office (619) 459-2961

September 11, 1992

Mr. Russell Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205
Subject: 50th Reunion in England
Dear Russ:
BRAVO BRAVO BRAVO

Well done, as we say among military friends!!

Sincerely



February 18, 1997

NDear Russ,

I wrote vou on J2nu~ary 7th abont a new husiness endeavor I
w2s emharking or., arl Acked yon for a prssihilitv of nsing yrur
hook ar? Bob Rerny' as a rardidade for inclusinnp,

What is vour thnughits? TIs it a rossibility to spread the wnrd
ard irclude yrur work?

Withir the rext 30 tn 60 days I hone to start my first mailing
and T would like to follow hopefully with vour writirg skills
iramther @itiononf mailims,

Lrow y>u are busy but what are vour iritial thouchts of tkhe
corce}t?

Hadrn't thought of it at the time but what about a mailirg to
the 3Joth roster? Thirk they might be irterested in my storv ;
th alreadv Kkmov of urs, I thitk. & -_ gy

¥ | yours. /e /o %ol
Wish wou we;; rr your vehaps firal May visit to Emland;
I ervy you the tripr; renembe well the 1993 triy which I made
alora with all the others,
ll ease advise.

Yours most sircerelv.,.

EDWARD L , Lawren: e



25 February 1997

Dear Ed:

I apologize for being dilatory in answering your first, and
now your second, letters.

I have decided that I will not put my book im your care. There
are not many copies left now, I am not going to reprint it, and
I would like to maximize what copies I have among the 306th
members and their families.

At this stage I am really looking forward to being out of this
book business.

Looking from your viewpoint, I see value to you and returns to
me, as well, in such a venture, but I think I shall pass it by,
and continue to mail out a few a week (2 today), and let it go
at that.

If I should decide‘tb speed up my activities towards ending such
a venture, I'll let you take what I have left at the time.

I haee also veey recently had another proposal from someone much
like your idea. There is money to be made in peddleing books.

All the best,



March 1, 1997

Dear Russ,
Thanks very much for your letter.

Some day we of the 06th Associatior will find a way to thank
vou for vour worderful dedication to the Association.
You were the glue that has held us together!!

Regardina my nlans and your } ook, I hope to kick off nmy nlan
in about thirty days. I have thetwo books to start with

and hoped to follow it with other aviatior books such as
vours.

The way mv plar works is that I mail to a list of about

500 or 1,000 neonl e who might order a book choice.

There are mary details I have readiel such as ervelones for
mailira, a returr envelone for nlacirg orders, brochures

to sell the boocks aml ar. address to mail their che:ks or
crelit card orders. It is rather complicated. Ther I qet

a bulk mail nermit from the Post Nffice which has a nrettv
good price tag also. Ther when orders are receivel, I have
a bock cony hoise to prodace thke nroducts ir aquanties to
orders recejvel , Ther I have to hardle all the other detaills
lik e postage., ker gettim the credit card pedple lired ury
ard the karks is com}l icated ané rather expersive. It

seans that half of the sales will ke by crelit cards., I have
to have a machire ir my home office to irjut the card

runbers to see if there is morey to ray for the orders,

Ir lire with futare plars, T worde if vou have an address
for the 8th Air Force Association where I can irguire
for amailirg list from thaen??

Amd, I wuld 3till like Bob Derny's address so I oould incuire
about his ook as a jossibility.

30 yYuurderstanl, I neeal orders for your book before I car
(lce orders for your book,.,that's how it wotks OK?

To sun uy}, I have two books jubl ished;y one ir. edit, and four
mre rlarred about busiress ard aviatior, I treasure your
ook, ard thirk other aviation ard qeneral public feopde
wuld also. S, we shall see if thimgs wxrk out.

A gmall aside corncerning the local news anl the Limcoln
becroom, Wher we togethe ir Erglard for the 50th, also
there were a sister ard brother and the sister 's husband,

I net then for dirrer the right of the harvar darce. She
ard her brother were children of whnChalfant; I yave
them ar. early coiy of my "Reflectinrs" book because of

her father beiry in it. Her hushard, Ray Scott is a grat
fishirg Ludiy of Serqe and Barbara Bush., Ray owns a larqge
lake ard grounds ir Alakama, Aryhow, they spent a ninht

ir theLircolr bedroom as quests of the Fresident,



Agair, Russ, let's hoye we car advarce the cause of mil itary
aviatior as you have dne so well. anrd let's hoje wecan
tedlle a Lew looks sometime ir. the fvturee...

My vision andé tyring skills are yoiry to hell ard krow yu
will urderstard.

With warm jersoml rejards.

lost sirceely,

EDWARD L . LAWRENCE

Zx Lo Sl




Theae two outfits are

T tied together.

Both have publicl-
tions & wailing lists.

16 March 1997

Dear ED:

Took some time and went off to Florida for two weeks,
making three stops for the 306th going and coming, and
found it a productive time.

I am enclosing the front and back of a new book by a
306th man, that might fit into your scheme. There is
an address on the back cover which may be useful.

Haven't finished the book yet, but have read emough to
see that it is well written and interesting.

In rereading your letter, it would seem to me that we
ought to enter into some kind of an agreement on the mat-~
ter of using my book, that we ought to sondider what my
remuneration would be for furnishing you the material.

Currently my book sells for $35, and if you are to retail
it for that price, or whatever price, my remmmeration needs
to be somewhere between the sale price and your cost to
produce and mail the books.

Be aware that I am aware that book publication anid retailing
of them has become a very proﬁ}table business for many organ-
izations--and they all had to.start somepdace.

Here are some addresses:

8th AF Historical Society -
Arthur E. Swanson, Mgr of Finance, PXXand Membership Records
65 Beddington Ln

Strasburg, PA 17579 (817)687~6257 TFAX (717)687-0910

8oh . ANaHRBETAGEDEENTER
Dir., Public Relations

All the best,



December 16. 1996

283 Avenida Andorra 3

Cathedral City,CA 92234 /- ¢¢
(619) 321-9344

Mr. Russell Strong

306th Bomb Groups Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Subject: Absence Without Leae and Explanation Forwarded

Dear Russ:

I have probably been stripped off the roster of the 306th and
perhaps understandably so...with my lack of communications.

Thank you very much for your August letter with the copy
of my decorations on me you found in the files..really
appreciate it so much.

We moved to the Palm Springs Valley in January of 1995...for
Maggie's health..and my own..to a drier and warmer climate.
My sweet wife of 50 years (Dec 29, 1995) has had a bad run

on health since 1992. 1In October after our Reunion in BEdford,
she suffered a strong stroke which could have killed her
except for a new medicine under test by the FDA, called TPA
(Tissur Primogen Activator) a clot breaker which is very
effective if given earlier enough. She talks, walks, cooks,
buys and is 90% recovered. Then three months later in the
hospital again with a bleeding ulcer...and the third time I
mentioned above, plus a fall in mid-December whch caused

a bone fracture in her left shoulder. She has had

it rough and naturally takes much of my t ime to care for her.

We lived a while in La Quinta but moved here to be more near
the"action" of Palm Springs a few miles away. How about

a Reunion here? Have you ever thought about it? But it is very
hot in August and September But October through May are
delightful.

Just scanned your book again "First Over Germany" and I better
understand how lucky you and I are to be alive...so much loss

of life among such fine and talented young men as we were then.
Want to order the Intelligence and crew reports of my missions
but in the moves I misplaced the Echoes that specified the
costs. Suppose I just send you my list and you can bill me or
tell me while in process and I will forward the money.

Thanks for all you do, Russ/ and I greatly value your friendship!

Most sincerely,

24



June 22, 1998

DEar RussS...

Thanks again for the great joob you are doing for the 306th!!

WAs re-reading your book and enjoyed it very much.

Enclosing my combat record and will want to see

if you can send me the actual reports of each mission. Don't know °
costs are but attaching a check for 40 to start it; please advise.

I catch the History channel from time to time and t it has good
gootahe of the 8th Air Force.

By the by,k sent a copy of my book to the Museum in Savannah at
the urging of Lt. General Jaohn Murphy, a man I have known for
some years; received a nice letter from the Museum Librarian
for the book.

Guess the 306th has something to contribute??

Russ, without you, where would be no history of the 306th.

Most sincerely,

EDWARD L. LAWRENCE

Enclosure: MIssion List



March 3, 1999

Mr. Russell Strong
Historian and Secretary
8th Air Force Association
and of the 306th

5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ,

Please excuse the long delay in thanking you for the

flight records of my missions. I have had a bit of

health problems.

My vision is perhaps the worst. Can; read the paper even with a mag
and tried cataract surgury which 4id not help.

A far cry from the 20/20 we used to have as aviation

cadets and flyers.

We hope you and your family are well and happy.

‘Phanks again for the material. I will treasure themn
always!

wWith warm personal regards,

74
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