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At

16 August 1995

Dear Jane:

In answer to your letter of 22 July, I regret not responding
earlier, but I have been on a two-week trip to Northerm Mich-
6gan and returned to a large pile of mail.

I don't Charles' response to WWII is unusual. We have others who
react the same way. One man told me that he would only talk to
me, and I get anguished letters from people in France because
this man will not respond to them. Its all a verwy individual
matter.

I also find the demands of some Europeans for information to be
rather bothersome, and I refuse to respond immediately to almost
any such rqquest.

Perhaps children or grandchildren might get him to talk to a re-
corder and to put HIS story on tape for them. This might provide
a possible answer to French requests. But it would be nice if he
told them his story so that they would have a permanent record
and something of him of which they would bervery proud.

I tell my children that immortslity lies within the family, and
if you don't do something about such matters, no ome will ever
know what happened to you. Perhaps a mature grandchild could in-
terview him to get him talking. Its far more important to the
family than to anyone else. And I would hope you could get him to
tallk without any idea of letting anyone outside the family hear
it or read 1it.

All this happened a very long time ago, and each passing day makes
it more important to do somethigg for his loved ones before its

" - too late.

Good luck, and let me know if you can "caack" him on this matter.

All the best,
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CHARLESKENNETH KIRBY "~ *
T - Charles Kenneth
“|Kirby went to be his

. |Lord on March 19,

2002, Bom in Pﬁtstun

PA, on August'15,

1918, he and his

brothers, Robert'and

Sl Ervin, were raised

there by parems

Chaﬂas and Mary Ellen Wilkinson Kirby.

' Charles graduated from West Pittston
High. School in 1936 as President of his
class. He entered the Army Air Corps in
September of 1941. As a Tech. Sergaant.
with the #306 Bomb Group, he flew mis-
sions out of Bedford, England. Captured
off the coast of France, he became a
prisoner of war for 26 months. While in
prison camp, he was awarded the Air
Medal by the Army Air Force, = *°

Upon his return, Charles married nis
high school sweetheart, Jane Elizabeth
French, on November 22, 1945. They
then relocated to New York, where he
completed his degree in Business Ad-
ministration at Syracuse University.
Charles had a lifelong career in the trans-
portation industry, serving at Sealright
Co. tor 24+ years in Fulton, NY, and
Kansas City, and later as Vice President
of Freight Rate Service.

Charles' interests included antiqua
restoralion, genealogical research, com-
puter technology, Christian studies, and
following the adventures of hls ssven
grandchildren. i

He is survived by his suns Charles
Richard Kirby and Jeffrey French Kirby;
daughters-in-law, Linda Cornelius Kirby
and Tracy MacClement Kirby; and grand-
children, Charles Aaron Kirby, Ryan
Ashley Kirby, Jessica Thea Kirby, Mi-
chael Jeffrey Kirby, Jillian Thomas Kirby,
Jeremey Theron Kirby and Jaanna Tess
Kirby, all of the Kansas City area.

A graveside service was held at Mount
Moriah Cemetery on Thursday, March 21.
The family suggests contributions to the
American Diabetes Association as a sup-
port for one of Charles' granddaughters.

“If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if |
settle on the far side of the sea, even
there your hand will guide me, your
hand will hold me fast."
-- Psalm 139;9,10
(Arrangements: Mt. Moriah ‘& Freeman
Funeral Home, 816-942-2004)
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