May 11, 1981

Mr. Russell A. Strong
2041 Hillsdale
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Dear Russ:

I have your letter of April lst, and I'm sorry for the delay in answering
it. I have given plenty of thought to the events of May 13, 1944, and

I am enclosing all of my recollections of the mission we flew on that
day.

I do hope that what I have written is of some information to you. As
I'm sure you know so well, time éeussrchange things for all of us.

I have kept in touch with some of my old crew who are members of the
306th Bombardment Group Association - Bob Cox (The co-pilot) and Al
Clarke (the bombadier) - neither of whom was with me on this particular
mission. Al had gone to Italy for some PFF training and Lt. George Clem-
ents subbed for him; Lt. Locke, who was a first pilot on a new crew and
was being oriented on this mission, substituted for Bob Cox on this mission.
We do get a Christmas card from Robert Maxwell, the flight Engineer, each
year. His last address was Rt. 2 - PO Box 170-B, Leesburg, VA, 22075.

We did hear from Dominic Bloise for a few years but last yuar, when my
wife and I were in San Francisco(his old home town‘, we checked the local
phone directories with no success.

Again, I ask that you return the enclosed material to me when you have
finished with it.

Thank you for the list of the crews of that mission. Ben Peters and I
were roommates at Bolton on the way home, and, during our first night
there, some soandso emptied our wallets by leaning through the window
into our pants that were draped over the back of a chair. I forget the
exact number of men that this happened to that night- about 12 to 15-
and all were returnees spending their first night there on the way home.
Ah, memories, memories!

I shall be writing to Bill Collins. I'm really glad to be receiving
the "Echoes", and I do hope to get to St. Paul in October. I do have
to be in Chicago about that time, and I do hope that the two dates do
not conflict.
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As I recall the events of that mission, we had been hit by flak over the
secondary target- Stettin- which left one of our engines on fire. As the
formation moved out over the Baltic Sea, the pilot made his standard pro-
cedure moves to extinguish the fire. In general, we stayed with the for-
mation, but we gradually lost speed aznd dropped down and away from the
group. As I recall, I tuned Malmo, Sweden radio and informed Lt. Hanson
that he could "home" on that station. He asked that I determine a heading
back to England, which was given. Ve flew on westward, over Denmark, and
on over the North Sea. As we let down and as our poscition became nearer
to England, we were jettisoning any equipment that could be disposed of.

As I understood it, the three remaining engines consumed more fuel than
four would have. As fuel became scarcer, we had only two engines and,
finally, we were on one - but still flyable.

The ditching itself was standard in that we all assumed our prescribed
positions. We hit into a large swell, but Lt. Hanson had "dragged the tail"

gf”according to procedure and, when we hit the water and into this swell, we
must have gone on through it and then stopped. In the sitting positions
where we were, we immediately had water - and it was green and it was cold-
up to our necks. As I was nearest the bomb bay door(in the radio room
area), I took the reverse inertia-force of my own body and my three crew
members in front of me and landed half-way into the bomb bay with the door
underneath me. This was over the step from the bomb bay into the radio room.
Later, I found out that I had sustained some lumbar contusions and had to
go to an Army General Hospital for an examination and treatment.

We had been in touch with some of the other planes in the formation as we
were preparing for the ditching. There was no panic or tension shown;

we had all practiced the ditching procedure but I'm sure that we never
thought we'd ever have to use it. One other B-17 circled us after the
ditching. Later, there were a pair of RAF-51's and, again, later still,
two British Wellingtons that dropped life rafts near us. However, we had
a problem. One of our rafts had been apparently hit and could not be in-
flated. I'm not sure now which raft this was, but all nine of us had to
get into the other five-man raft. This meant for very crowded conditions
so we took turns getting into the water. Off in the distance we could see
a buoy-shed but we could not move towards it because of the number of
people on the one raft- and also due to the terribly cold water, our
soaked-through flying suits, and that fact that those in the water were
being grasped by those in the raft.

I can only guess that we were in the water about two hours. %We were picked
up by an RAF Air Sea Rescue Unit and taken into some place in England where
we spent the night. Our wet clothes had been removed and dry clothing

- given us on this rescue unit.

Probably due to the fact that we were out of fuel when we ditched, our

plane floated for a long period of time. Someone said it was up for twenty-
two minutes (who was keeping time on this with all that we were going
through I don't know), and it was supposed to have created some sort of
record in the ETO 9

The British had a club for people who had ditched and I'm enclosing a copy
of the patch that I wore on my uniform jacket. There was also a card that
I was a member of the "Goldfish Club”.® I hope that you can use these items
for some purpose in your material, but I would ask that you return them

l to me when you have finished with them. @ - liced Tlee 5m Squfqug Cuus.
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1 April 1981

Mr Vincent J. Kiely

71 South Drive

Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

Dear Mince:

I hope you have good recall on mission of 13 May 44.

You are the only crew member whom we have located, and Henry Hanson
is deceased. That is the day you ditched.

What was wrong with the plane? what caused problems?
How did the ditching go?
Do you recall chronology of events?

How long were you in the rafts? What was the conversation?
Anyone panic?

ho picked you and where did they take you?

Any aftermath to report?

I would appreciate any detail you can give me as I have very little
information. I am enclosing copies of intelligence report and crew
1ist, which you may keep.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong
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August 6, 1987

Station WPAT
Broad Street
Clifton, N.J. 07013

Attn: Miss Debbie Sheehan

Dear Miss Sheehan:

I am enclosing an item about my old Bomb Group and wonder if it could be
given air time in your "Public Affairs Announcements®.

While I know that the entire item is rather lengthy for an announcement
over the air, you could certainly edit the piece as fou see fit.

This is the first time I have ever sent material of this nature to the
media, and I do not know if this is the correct way to do it. Should

you have any questions, please feel free to call.

Incidentally, Mr. William H. Webster, Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, has accepted the Group's invitation to be the speaker at our
reunion banquet.

Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

Sincerely,

Vincent J. Kiely

71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

PHONE: 201/ 843-1853



August 6, 1987

THE RECORD
150 River Street
Hackensack, N.J. 07601

Attn: Special Events Editor

Gentle People:

I am enclosing an item about my o0ld Bomb Group and wonder if it could be
published in your "Special Events" Section.

While I know that the entire item is rather lengthy for an announcement

to be put in a column, you could certainly edit the item as you
see fit.

Incidentally, Mr. William H. Webster, Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency, has accepted the Group's invitation to be the speaker at our
Reunion banquet.

This is the first time I have ever sent material to the press, and I do
not know if this the correct way to do it. Should you have any questions,
Please feel free to call me.

Thank you for your courtesy in this matter.

el

Vincent J. Kiely

71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, N.J. 07662

PHONE: 201/ 843-i853



The 306th Bombardment Group, an original unit of the nation's
largest air force in World War II, the Eightth Air Force which cerved in
England from mid-1942 until the end of hostilities, will have its annual
reunion September 16-20, 1987, in Arlington, Virginia.

More than 700 veterans and their wives are expected to gather in this
Washington, DC suburb for four days of renewing acquaintances, telling
war ctories, and seeing many of the historic $ites in the area.

Retired Brigadier General William S. Rader, onetime deputy commander of
thie unit in 1943-44, is the chairman for the reunion, and promises an
excellent program for this event.

Donald R. Ross, Federal circult judge in Omaha, Nebraska, is currently
the president of the Association., During 1944 and 1945 Judge Ross served
as the group bombadiering officer.

Locally, more information about the reunion may be obtained by calling
Area Code 201- 843-1853. We would like to hear from any 306th veterans,
whether they are able to attend the reunion or not. More than 2,000 men
from this 10,000-man unit are currently on its Association mailing list,
but it is felt that many more have not yet been located.

While the Association has an annual reunion, produces a quarterly newspaper
and a biennial directory of its membership, it is unique in not having

a dues structure. The Association operates solely on the voluntary
contributions of its members.

Submitted by:

Vincent J. Kiely
71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

PHONE: 201/ 843-1853
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June 14, 1989
FLAG DAY
Dear Russ:

Enclosed is my application for the 8th Air Force
Association and my check for $10.00 for same.

I also am enclosing an item which I'm sure you
will enjoy.

We have sent in our reservation forms for Little
Rock and are looking forward to this Reunion.

Do hope all is well with you.

Kind Regards-

Vincent J. Kiely

71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662
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February 10, 1990

Mr. Russel A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ:

If my memory serves me correctly, some time ago in
the Echoes there was an item that you had access to
the up-to-date location of people from our Group.

In mid-1989, I wrote to a Mr. Virgil F. Thompson in
Lima. Ohio whose name was listed in the "Search”
section of the 8th AF Historical Association. I was
trying to locate the last three of my crew, but he
did not have the information.

Their names and addresses from 1944,p1us their ASN's
are as follows:

Sgt. Clarence D. 0'Malley ASN 35527738
c?o Mrs. Maude Mc Climans

Sharp Road

Olmstead Falls, Ohio

Sgt. John T. Hamilton  ASN 13020580
c%o Mrs. Norma R. Hamilton

214 33rd Street

Newport News, Virginia

Sgt. Dominic M. Bloise A%~ 390374974
050 Mr. & Mrs. Gildo (or Guido) Bloise
120 Augusta Street

San Francisco, California

Mr. Thompson's reply h=d a John Hamilton in Chesapeake,
Virginia. I called there but this Hamilton had been
in the U.S. Navy; On Dominic Bloise, he suggested a
Gus Bloise in Daly City, but the phone company has no
listing for a Bloise in Daly City. He had no informa-
tion on 0'Malley.

Some four or five years ago, my wife and I checked



out Sharp Road in Olmstead Falls. The area is quite
rural, and I stopped at a number of houses along this
road, but no one knew or heard of the name of 0'Malley
or Mc Climans.

We also went to Newport News and stopped at the address
shown here. It was a lovely big old house, but the
neighborhood was badly deteriorated and, again, we

had no luck there.

On a trip out to San Francisco, I checked thru the
local phone books, but no Dominic Bloise.

I would be most appreciative if you have any infor-
mation for me on how I can do some further checking
on the whereabouts of these three men; after more
than forty years it's a real challenge, but it would
be thrilling to see if they could be located.

Thank you, Russ, very much!

Zol el

VINCENT J. KIELY
71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

G T



19 2ugust 1990

De~r Russ:

Early this year I wrote to you with regard to locating
some more of my old crew and I had asked a@bout any
contact you might have had with the VA, and your reply
mentioned that your "source" had retired, and sugges-
ted my writing to the VA in Washington, which I did,
sending letters to the three names I had. I received
a phone call from there as well as a follow up letter
suggesting I write to the VA Rcords Processing Center,
P.0. Box 5020, St. Louis, MO 63115 and I had to enclose
a check for two Dollars for each name (Under Title 38,
Code of Federal Regulations, 1.526(i) (1) (iv) )).

In response, I was told that Clarence 0'Malley, who had
been our radio operator, had passed away May 23, 1974,
No other details were supplied about him.

In late July, I received a phone call from our old
tail gunner, and he had received my letter which had
been delivered to his sister who still lives at their
0ld address in San Francisco. He is:

Dominic M. Bloise CASA BUENA)
1495 Casa Buerm ¥ - Apartment 104
Corte Madera, CA 94925

PHONE : 415/ 924-8230
I have not heard from the third chap - John T. Hamilton

At any rate, you have one more name for your roster.

(Over)



With every good wish-

Vincent J. Kiely

71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662-3605



VINCENT J. KIELY
71 South Drive — Rochelle Park, N.J. 07662 — (201) 843-1853

January 1, 1993
Dear Russ;

I am enclosing a picture of my crew that
was taken just before we went over to
England. Wﬂ o~ Bice of Ciervs.

The only member that I have not been able
t0 reach is John Hamilton. Hanson is dead,
as are Eskew and O'Malley.

Sorry we could not make England, but we were-
expecting another grand child at the same
time, and things were rather tense; but we
do plan on the Seattle trip.

Please be good enough to return this picture

to me as it is the only one I have of the

crew,

Happy New Year:




Front Row:

LEFT )
T0 )

RIGHT )

Rear Row:

Henry Hanson (pilot),

Robert F. Cox (co-pilot)
Vincent J. Kiely (navigator)
Alexander J. Clarke(bombadier)

Dominic Bloise (tail gunner)

Donald Urban {(ball turret)
John Hamilton (waist gunner)
John Eskew (waist gunner)

Clarence 0'Malley (radio operator)
Robert Maxwell ( Top turret and
flight engineer)

367th Squadron
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October 14, 1993‘

306th Bomb Group Association &
P.0. Box 70603
Ballard Station

Seattle, WA 98107-0603

Attn: Reunion Committee

In early August I wrote you a letter stating that I would have to cancel
our planned trip to Seattle for the Reunion set for September 9-11th.

In that letter I also wrote that I had sent you a check dated February 21
1993 (#3768) in the amount of $287.70 for the following activities
connected with that Reunion:

1- Registration Fee (2 persons) | $50.00
2- Boeing Plant Tour (2 persons) 36.00
3-  Museum of Flight (2 persons) 38.00
L-  Tillicum Village Bake (2 persons) 90.00
5= Seattle City Tour (1 person) 18.00
6- ﬁeunion Banquet (2 persons) 55.70

$287.70

and I asked for a refund of this amount. PY

To date I have not received an acknowledgement of that letter from you
nor have I received a check for the amount shown.

v
f
i

Kindly see that a check for the $287.70 is in the mail without delay.

Thank you. . ' | |
S g, Bl sy e
h_,/géziﬁﬁzacf2§£- G | p s R

Vincent J. Kiely xleces f?hqh e

71 South Drive A Carorert cociaaler

Rochelle Park, NJ 07662-3605
At 7 Catzria Lo 2ot
cc: Mr. Russell Strong “452;‘7 \A” ’
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VINCENT J. KIELY
71 South Drive — Rochelle Park, N.J. 07662 — (201) 843-1853

Russ-

I was sorry to read about Bob Williams'
passing in the April Echoes. A funny story
about him: We were selected to fly "Weather
Ship" and he was aboard as pilot. When we
were out over the North Sea, he said that

he wanted to try out a new microphone. After
awhile, this strange voice that sounded like
a poor imitation of Donald Duck came over the
intercom. After speaking for a few minutes,
I called the crew and for the clown to knock
off the Donald Duck talking and reminded them
that we had big brass on board. There was no
more "Donald Duck". When we landed and I had
dropped down out of the hatch, Bob Willaims
jumped up on my back and shoulders, pounding
me on the head, shouting "You big Irish bas-
tard, I'll give you Donald Duck:." It was

he who had been talking! I reminded him of
this incident when I saw him at Fort Worth

and he remembered it. He was a nice gent.

(e



July 8, 1995

Dear Russ-

Apﬁ&os of our friend Bob Maxwell, I don't know whether he kept a diary

or not, but, on more than one occassion at our meetings and on phone
conversations, he was emphatic that the 306th had gone to Berlin on March
L4th, and that he was going to write to you about it. In this regard, I
met a woman this past Spring after I had noticed a bumper sticker of the
94th Bomb Group on her car. We had quite a conversation- her husband

had been with that Group and he had kept a diary and it was in great
detail and, in fact, it had been published in the local paper. He was a
gunner and I don't know how he kept track of all that was going on during
a mission. You and I, as navigators, were certainly kept busy, and we
did not have to do the shooting as our main job on the plane. At any rate,
she gave me a copy of the published journal and I am sending it on to you,
but I would ask that you return it to me after you've read it.

To give you some insight into his recalling incidents, I saw Bob at the
Reunion in Omaha in 1985 and he surprided me by telling me that I had saved
his life when we ditched in May 1944, I do remember him being in the water
on my left and, after some time, he told me that he felt he could not hold
on any longer. I grabbed him by the back of his collar and attempted to
scissor my legs around him to hold him up. I don't know if I got both his
legs but I must have gotten one. At this present point in time I have no
idea of how long we stayed in this position. Meanwhile my back began to
bother me from the crash but we held on until the Air-Sear Rescue picked us
up. I had him by the collar all this time and he was ahead of me when we
were pulled in. I had honestly forgotten all about this particular happen-
ing and I'm not sure if anyone else was aware of what was going on but,

as I say, he brought it up, and I suppose, one would well remember an inci-
dent of this type if it were happening to oneself.

Speaking about remembering and NOT remembering, you surprised me when you
told me I had no¥ gone on the March éth raid to Berlin and all these years
I was positive sure I had! But, as my wife and I talked last evening after
you had called, what difference does it make after OVER fifty years - we've
lived to see our children well settled and to see our children's children,



we're in pretty good shape physicgally and are comfortably fixed so what
more could we want?

Our very best to you, and, please, do return this newspaper section to me,

Kind regards-

ZS/-i‘(a

Vince
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23 August 1997
Dear Vince:

FROM THE DESK OF In response to your recent inquiry conc’erning Dominic
Bloise, T had some correspondence with his sister, al-
though as I recall the first notice of his death that
I had came in the form of the returned ECHOES. His
sister in Carmelita Bloise, 120 Augusta St, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94124,

All the best,

Vincent J. Kiely
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*ROM THE DESK OF

Vincent J. Kiely

February 17, 1998

Dear Russ:

The story of the three-engine takoffs in the January issue reminded me
that I landed on a three-proﬁiler B-17. We had taken off on a nmission,
assembled OK and headed out over the North Sea. Shortly after departing
the English coast, I picked up the conversation between Henry Hanson (the
pilot) and Robert Maxwell (the flight engineer) about the left inboard
propeller was "windmilling" and could not be controlled. The propeller
would continuously ride out on the shaft and back again and we were almost
in sight of the Dutch coast when Hanson decided to abort and we headed
back to England. He told Al Clarke(the bombardier) and myself to get out
of the nose, fearing that if this prop flew off, it could slice into the .
plane and we could be injured. Shortly after,it did finally come off.

It hit somewhere on the tail and, fortunately, with very little damage.
Hanson said we would land at the very first air base we saw when we got
back to England which we did with no further problems. It happened to be
an RAF base and he and I went to their Operations office and, after some
conversation with the British personnel (where we based, etc.), they called
Thurleigh and, as I can remember the phone conversation, it went some-
thing like this: "I say, we've had a rawther strange-looking three-
engine Flying Fortress land at our base here." Hanson and I had a good
laugh out of their nonchalance about our incident. I can't recall what
happened to the plane, but we were trucked back to Thurleigh.

Again, on page 6, you régrred to the vagaries of crew assignments. In my




FROM THE DESK OF

Vincent J. Kiely

own case, after our ditching on May 13th, I never did see Henry Hanson
again. It w-~s his 23rd mission and my 15th., He did two more and then
rotated beck to the States. In the meantime I flew with different crews
and did some missions with Ben Peters and Brad Butterfield and I'm sure
there were others. Which leads me to the question of whether you h-ve

the records of all the missions each person was on? I recall our conversat-
ion with regard to the fact that you knew I had gone on a mission to
Berlin on March 8th, 1944 when I had been under the impression that it
was on March 6th. We had a flood here in 1977 and wound up with 4i feet
of water in our finished basement and where I kept my books, and records
and other memorabilia. Needless to say, we lost it all. Would it be
possible to get a record of my missions from you: If there is any cherge,
please let me know.

We are looking forward to Savannah in December. I have been in touvh with
Al Clarke and Bob Maxwell and they will be there as well.

With all good wishes-
0%
ol

VINCENT J. KIELY

71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662-3605
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August 17, 1993

Dear Russ-

I have received the 367th Squadron Combat Diary and thought it was ex-
cellent - the amount of work involved in producing this Diary - and the

other Sruadrons- certainly merits a WELL DONE!

There are a few things I would like to point out to you: on Page 144, a
FREDERICK J. MC GOVERN is listed as a co-pilot- ARRIVAL-44-05-23 and DEPART
4LL-08-00 TOUR". In the BOMBADIERS LIST on Page 151, a FREDERICK J. MC GOVERN
is listed as ARRIVAL 44-05-23 with no DEPART and the word TOUR. I know

Fred Mc Govern and he came as a BOMBADIER with Neal Ringvall (Page 144) as
NAVIGATOR in May of 1944. Fred was on the committee for the Reunion held

in D=yton, where I last saw him, and we still exchange Christmas greetings.
Secondly - my TOUR was for 34 missions. At the time of the second increase
of tours , I was pro-rated for thirty-four missions instead of thirty-five.

The account of our ditching on May 13, 1944 (Page 59) is almost correct -
there was only ONE dinghy(the other had been punctured by flak and was not
flatable) and the NINE of us had to hang on to the sides and no one got INTO
the dinghy.

Which leads me into an important question to you and I do hope you can

give me an enlighttening answer: What constitutes the reouirements for a
Purple Heart award? Does there have to be blood loss and how much or do
bruises or contusions have any bearing on the worthiness of receiving this
medal? I can recall a bombadier in our Group who got a scratch over one eye
(that could have been covered with a Band-Aid as big as your pinky finger
nail) when the plexiglass nose was shattered by flak, and he got this medal!
I don't recall his name but I haven't forgotten the incident.

The reason I bring this up is that the enclosed copies of WD AGO Form 53-98
show in Block 30 the injury I received in the ditching. I had also received
a Medical Report when I left the Group to return home, but, unfortunately,
this paper was lost in a flood we had here in 1977. The date shown for the
ditching is, of course, incorrect. To this day I still have problems with
my back - nothing severe but I've learned how to do things -lifting, bending,
ete. without getting a "jab" to remind me of what happened.

In reading the article in “ECHOES" for January 1993 on Major Earl Rudolph,



who knows how he got the lacerations - was it the shrapnel or did he hit
his ankle against something when he was releasing the bombs? Please
believe me when I say I take nothing away from what he did, but I go back
to my question to you - the requirements needed for the award.

I had intended to ask you about this when I saw you in Seattle, but we
have had to cancel out due to the illness of my wife's sister, the prog-

nosis for whom is not very good at all.

Thank you for taking the time with this letter and I do appreciate what
you can find out for me.

Kind regards-

J/é/&

VINCENT J. KIELY
71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662-3605

P.S. - Re the July 1993 "ECHOES™ - a name comes to mind of an EDWARD A.
CAREY, who was one of my instuctors at San Marcos, TX. Ed flew
with the 423rd Squadron and came from the Buffalo, NY area.

]
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FROM THE DESK OF

Vincent J. Kiely
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