A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424

I am endeavoring to put.tngethcr a good history of the 306th I am interested in any special materials which you may have,
Bombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane

years. I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all insignia, ete. I am also intcrested in commendatiens (other
kinds of data and working through the official history and than the-usual Air Medal and DFC) you may have receiwved,
records of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th special stories which you may have in your possession, letters
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
director of news and information services at Wright State U- documents. I would appreciate receiving xecroxed copies. But,
niversity, Dayton, Ohio. I solicit your assistance in my pro- if you do not have such facilities readily available, I would

ject.
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appreciate the loan of materials which I might copy and re-
turn to you immediately. I am alsc interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
werce done within a couple of yecars of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.
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3 flay 1976

Dear Hastings: )

Many thanks for your response to my inquiry. SQomly 1
am assembling the information I need, but it takes a
lot of patience on my end, I find,

1 am interested in the clipping you have on (lox*®

crew and their mission to Cologna. If you wduld send
it, 1'1]l copy it and get it right . back to you. 'l note
that we flew several of the aame raids, I especially
remember that Sept. 12 run to Réhlend. We lost a wing-
man, and the 367th got hit prestty hard that day.

Can you remember the names of any of your fellow crewe
men, either on the 17th or 18th missions?

Also, have you ever seen any kind of listing of men
;20 were in Stalag #4? I have a roster of all of Stalag

Do you know of the whersabouts of any of your 306th
acquaintances?

There will be a 306th reunion, along with an 8th AF
reunion in Dayton, Oct, 15-17. Hope to see you there.

Sincerely yours,
Russell A. Strong

4900 Appleridge Ct,
Dayton, Ohio 45424



28 January 1976

fir, Hestings S5, Key
PSC #1598
Scott, AFB, Illinois

Dear Hastings:i

Yosterday I receivec a revised address list for
306th personnel from Bill Collins, and for some
reason noted your neme. Then, in the evening,
while working on my bomb group history 1 saw the
" big event in your life (or certainly one of the
biggest) and thus am writing you.

The enclosed materdal explains what I am about,
and I certainly want to include materiel about
your unique experience.

Please tell me anything you can, and has anything
besen published about it that you are aware of?

Do you have copies of articles, or can you direct
me to them?

I would very much appreciate any assistance you
can give me,

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Court Dayton, Ohic 45424



r November 26, 1988

Mr, Russell A, Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Rucss:

Your item on page 2 of the October '88 ECHOES with
regard to George Clements being an evadee from a
mission of 17 June 1944 was very interesting to me.

When we ditched on 13 May, George Clements was with
us: Although he was a navigator, he had been
assigned to our flight as a "toggleer".

This fellow could write a book about his experi-
ences.

Also in the listing of navigators I do not see the
name of Neal Ringvall. Neal had come to the 367th
with his crew as some sort of a transfer crew ( I

forget the details now), but he finished his tour.

I was corry not to have made the reunion in Las
Vegas but heavy businecs pres-ure kept us away -
but we will cee you in Little Rock.
All the best-

Ledece
Vincent J. Kiely

71 South Drive
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662
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5 December 1988 -

Dear Vince:

It was good to hear from you, and I must reply to your com-
plaint about Ringvall. That's what gets the records straightened
out!

The Special Order they came in on was typed to indicaee t-hat Ring-
vall was the bombardier. Tonight I talked with him and got it all
straightened out, so that will be taken care of in the next issue
when I publish bombardiers.

Sorry you missed the doings in Las Vegas. It was quite an affair,
that is if you didn't mind stumbling through the casion any time
you wanted to get anyplace.

The hotel in Little Rock next year is really tailored for our type
reunion, and I look forward to seeing you there.

I will get in touch with Clements. Had a brief talk with him several
months ago, but with your lead 1'll dig into him a bit more and hépe
to get a good story for Eipoes out of him.

All the best,
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SUBJ‘EG!: ﬂam ¥itness Account of survivor of collision on
4 Octover, 1944,

s

101 Commaniing General, Hq. lst Bomberdment Diviaton, APO 557,
[ 5 1

1. According to Staff Sergesnt HASTINGS 8, KEY, 18058352, =
Teil Gunner end omly mown survivor of the collision on 22 October, £ %
1944, Alrcraft Yos. 44-8099, and 43-37976, the following is what $ 3
occurreds SRR
8/5gt Key states that he has no kmowledge of how the I
collision came mbout. All he remembers is being in the alr ' - o o

.with his parachute partially on end subsequently A4m the nr-_,,._
He atatu that while in the water he obeerved $wo'to: four.\,
(he ie not eure of number) psrachutes in ths sire—probadly:the

Havigator, 1st Lt Charles ¥, Hapdler, 0-71 , and the M;o o ik B L
Operator, £/Sgé Donald V. Golamn. }91 whou voddes St .. i i
vers recovered. It is Sgt Key's opininn thn! t.hlro eonI_: Bis
possidbly be eny more survivors, . T {_«%} SR
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