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September 11, 1978

Russell A. Strong, Historian
306th Bombardment Group

Rt. 1, Scotch Meadows Drive
Laurdinburg, North Carolina

Dear Russell,

I did appreciate receiving a copy of the missing air-craft
report submitted by Lee Kessler. Needless to say, after
30 years of flying, it re-kindled old memories.

My recollections differ in some respects as to the flights
mentionned; I have annotated same, from Kessler's report.

PAGE 1, ITEM 1s Visibility was relatively good from join-up
after take-off to the target area. We were leading our
squadron, but after the first 2 attacks, I requested the

#2 man to take over. During this time, I could not raise the
Navigator or Bombardier on interphone, so requested the Engin-
eer to go forward and check on them. After his report, I
realized we could not drop our bombs on the target, so I
salvoed them.

We were attacked several more times, and I was severely hit
on the right shoulder, which caused blood to spurt on the
Co-pilot's face. He appeared to be in shock, and I momen-
tarily lost consciousness. During this time, I energized
the bail-out bell. I was satisfied that the Navigator and
Bombardier were dead, and that two engines were inoperative.
I recall the Co-pilot helping me from my seat, and bailing
out of the bomb bay. I lapsed in and out of consciousness,
but did have a concern over pulling the D-ring of my chute,
as every time I would make the attempt with my left hand, my
right arm would swing free; and I thought it would come off.
Needless to say, things did turn out all right for me.

PAGE 3, ITEM 13 I did not receive the Silver Star, and was
unaware that Lee Kessler received the Distinguished Flying
Cross.

PAGE 3, ITEM 23 We did crash-land on the way back from a
practice bombing mission. I was leading a flight of 5 B-17s,
and had been cleared for low-level formation flying on a
portion of the route that had been approved for this activity
(in anticipation of a future plan to conduct low-level bomb-
ing by the 8th Air Force). The weather was clear, and after
spreading the formation out in line abreast, we descended

and proceeded to fly low-level. It was bumpy, and I did hit
a stump in a wheat-field after a severe down-draft., I

pulled up, and noticed that one engine had run away, setting




(2)

up severe vibration in the wing. Believing that the wing
was coming off, I alerted the crew and formation that we
would have to crash-land. After the dust disappeared, we
evacuated the aircraft, and were extremely lucky to receive
only minor injuries.

Upon returning to our Base, the Squadron Commander indicated
we were scheduled for a mission the next day, and wanted to

know if my crew could fly. He said they were short of lead

crews and needed us. I said I would check and let him know.
My crew did not exhibit any apprehension, so I indicated we

could fly. On that day's mission to Wilhelmshaven, May 21,

1943, we were shot down.

Sincerely,

Maxwell V, Judas
Colonel, USAF, Retired

MVJI/jbj

Rte. 1, Box 226
Wartrace, Tennessee
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How and where did you leave plahe? ABailed M71

What happened when you got.,on the ground? .524/6 fuvd . b_\/ f’rcuwc( ‘A’V €ey
7q kew O ,@7‘0%1“/‘6? /

Did you meet any of your crew mates? }/ es < ﬁe/ [, férc; 7[,0,;\

How were you treated, if captured? v =evy 7Mff7

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be aﬁx-
preciated. If you do send such materials, I will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.

Do you know the present. or WW II. addresses of anvy of vour crew or other 306th personnel?
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2 Pebruary 1989

Col. Maxwell V. Judas
Rt. 1, Box 336
Wartrace, TN 73183

Dear Max:

Writing for myself, and for Don Ross and Reg Robinson,
let me express our thanks to you for your recent gift

to the 306th BG Project Fund.

Your concern for the Association as evidehced by your
gift is much appreciated, and you will be hearing further
from us on this matter.

Sincerely yours,

William F. Houlihan
President

Amount Received: $100.00
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Russell A. Strong, Secretary
306th BG Association

2041 Hillsdale

Kalamazoo, M| 49007
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