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A I"I'I‘STORY OF THE 306th. BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424

I am endeavoring to pui'togethcr a good history of the 306th I am intercested in any special materials which you may have,
Bombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some such ags good photographs of personnel, battle damayc, plane
years, I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all insignia, etc, I am also intcrested in commendations (other

kinds of data and working through the official history and than the-usual Air Mecdal and DFC) you may have received,
rocords of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th special storius which you may have in your posscssion, letters
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
dixrector of news and information scrvices at Wright State U- documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,

niversity, Dayton, Ohio. I solicit your assistance in my pro- if you do not have such facilities rcadily available, I would
Joct. . approciate the loan of matorianls which I might copy and re-
turn to you immoediately. I am also intercsted in manugcripts
of momoirs which you may have preparxed, particularly if they
waore done within a couple of yocars of the events. Again, I
would appraciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.
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'MAIL 'FILE: JUNE.MST / Last Update: 17

) TWILA JEFFERIES
Reqord: 859 R 2 BOX 103
?If';? i BELLE PLAINE, XS 67013
Last Name: Jefferies
First Name: Bennie L o
Name Display Bennie L Jefferies N
|+ Compahy: : N\
Address 1: Rt 2, Box 103 ; >
Address 2: 5 =
City: Belle Plaine " oo
State: KS o
“Zip Code: 67013-9515 f
~Phone;: ny (316)867-2227 <
{& Fax oY e .&;
\.- Country Code: C 3
\‘Tltle Code: Y9
Gender Code: !
Selection Code: 368 .JJHf
Memo 1: SN T
Memo 2: : 1 :
Memo 3: N,
Memo 4: J
Date Entered: VI A ¢
Date Updated: 17 DEC 92 [\ %/
Followup date: N ¢ f
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Russell A. Strong, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205
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IV. WORLD WAR II

The following is an excerpt from Russell A,
Strong’s FIRST OVER GERMANY, A
HISTORY OF THE 306TH BOMBARDMENT
GROUP, and recounts an experience in late
winter, 1944, of the B-17 "Vapor Trail."
Bennie Lee Jefferies, great-grandson of Amor,
served as the tail-gunnar on that plane:

On the way to the target Ist Lt. Philip Field’s
306th aircraft ran into trouble in the Dummer
Lake area, a region always regarded by crews
with considerable trepidation. Gunners were
often given an extra alert when they approached
this area. Flak knocked out the number 2
engine and Field was forced to abort as he
could not continue the climb to bombing
altitude on three engines. The pilots tumed the
plane around, salvoed their bombs and headed
for cloud cover at 4,000 feet. Unfortunately,the
cloud cover ran out as they reached the Zuider
Zee. They tried to leave the continent between
two small islands among the Frisians at the
north end of the Zuider Zee and were at 3,000
feet when a flak battery to the right of the plane
opened up. The first shot went through the
emblem on the right wing and another exploded
in the wing tip, damaging twelve feet of the
leading edge. By the time Field and his co-
pilot had the plane under control again it was
down to 900 feet, and the navigator ordered the
gunners, "Shoot em!™ All responded and the
ball turret gunner used up 1100 rounds of
ammunition as he sprayed a crisscross pattern
over the gun emplacement that had bothered
them. This action gave "Vapor Trail" just
enough time to get beyond the effective range
of the guns and the crew returned to Thurleigh.

NI WRERE TS

The right wing of the "Vapor Trail."
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19 April 1995

Dear Bennie:

In response to your note of 11 Apr 95, let me tell you that
I do not have such orders in my possession as would show your
date of shipment home, etc.

1 did have quite a collection of them, and in the interest of
space of storage, I shipped them off a couple of months ago to
The Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Center. I don't show any
note on my card that would indicate that I had picked up data on
you from such a card. But, they may have collected other such
orders and would be able to help you.

Write to Mary Beth Barnard, Archivist, Mighty Eighth, PO Box 1992,
Savannah, GA 31402,

Tell her that I suggested you write her, as she feels much indebted

to me and the 306th for the collection of materials I have seant down
there. Give her the best date possible on when you left the 306th to
come home, and ask for a copy of the order, if they have it. It may

wall have come out of First Bomb Division.

1f she can't help you, write the Adjutant General, United States Army,
The Pentagon, Washington, DC, and see what he can do for you. That
ZIP 1is 20314.

Good luck,
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SOLOISTS

Sharron Willey, Helen Norris, Crystal Shields,
Ashley Jefferies, Tom Norris, Alan Shields,

Wayne Harris

USHERS
Roger Brownlee
David Pierce

CASKET BEARERS
Burton Freeman
Jim Highfill
LeRoy Lewis
Clayton Jefferies
Bill Rotz
Mike Medlin

MEMORIAL FUND
Maude Carpenter Childrens Home

INTERMENT
White Chapel Memorial Gardens
Wichita, Kansas

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
TWILA MARIE JEFFERIES

BORN
October 22, 1922
Lucerne, Missouri

PASSED AWAY
March 27, 2004
Belle Plaine, Kansas

SERVICES
Church of Christ
Wellington, Kansas
March 31, 2004
1:00 P.M.

OFFICIATING
Mr. Paul Hendrickson
Mr. T. J. Finley

MUSIC SELECTIONS
“How Beautiful Heaven Must Be”
“Mansions Over The Hilltop”
“Beyond The Sunset”

“Just A Closer Walk With Thee”



The Sheaf of Wheat...
Symbol of Christian Faith

The seeds of faith are sown in the human personality L
and grow into the mature faith of the : -
Christian man or woman. '
The sown seed must lose its life in order that
it may develop and grow and multiply.
So symbolically, a sheaf of wheat is used by
Christians to mark the passing of a fellow Christian.

Death is not the end
but the beginning of life eternal.

The mature grain in the sheaf is the direct symbol of the
Resurrection—the life beyond the grave,
the fulfillment of the promises
of Jesus Christ.
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DUCKS
UNLIMITED
INC.

Ducks Unlimited, Inc. ® and "Logo symbol" are
registered trademarks of Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

Sold under license from Ducks Unlimited, Inc., Leader
in Wetlands Conservation. A portion of the proceeds
from this product goes directly to Ducks Unlimited.

© 1993 Laura Mark-Finburg. All Rights Reserved.
Title: “Song of Winter”

Printed on recycled paper. Contains 50%
recycled content both by fiber and total
weight, of which, by total weight, 15% is post-
consumer and 35% is pre-consumer,

CLEO 47

MADE IN U.S.A,
©1997 Cleo, Inc., Memphis, TN 38118
8733-044-703
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