William L. Huddleston
3009 Johnson St.
Grand Prairie, TX 75050
Tel. (214)262-2942

June 11, 1995

306th Echoes
Charlotte, NC

Russell A. Strong,
Dear Mr. Strong.,

Enclosed please find a check for the book "First
Over Germany, The 305th. Bomb Group" in the amount of
$38.00.

I am enclosing two articles written by Bob ST.John
describing a really phenomenal happening in my life when
I was contacted in 1993 by a young German, 22 years of age,
about details of my being shot down over Germany during WWII.
We have come to love and respect this fine young man and I
want to present him with this book when he returns here to
visit us August 28th. He is still very active in researching
American and German air crashes during the war.

Michael and Nicole will be married August 26th in his
hometown in Germany....Then, come to the U.S. and to our home
for their honeymoon. They plan to stay three weeks with us.
They plan to tour America for about a week and a half
(Or as long as their budget will allow). He has done so much
for me I would like to pay for all his expenses, but, alas!

My wife and I are living on social security and can only offer
Michael and his bride, Nicole food and lodging.

Michael is always on the look-out for some crash to
investigate in his spare time. I am enclosing his address
in the event that you would like to 1nolud this information
in your magazine. Michael Gudelhofer

Im Weiler 4
53123 Bonn,
GERMANY

Sincerely,

William L (Bill & Grace Huddleston)
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Saturday, October 2, 1993 L

Call whirls
WWII gunner
into the past

That shocking,
B riveting  els-
¥ phone call Bill
. Hoddleston re-
S celved at his
Grand Preirie
home in April
transcendad time
and space, send-

ST. JOEN Ing his thoughts
e = s spiraling back toa
doy almost 50 years ago when a fraction of

i second meant Hie for him and death for
his buddies. It was something he could
never forget.

On the afternoon of Feb. 22, 1944, Bin,
thon 21, wos a wala gunner ina B-17 that
had just completed its bombing run over
an airplane foctory in Germany and was
returning 1o base. The bomber hod al-
reedy been hit by flak but suddenly &
German Focke Wulf fighter appeared to
finish off the kill. The bomber rocked
. and then bagan to spiral downward.

. Bill had jerked the pin from the door
near him, kicked it open and yelled at the
other waist gunner, Jack Osborn, "Wa've
Eot tor got out of hers, Jock™

And then there was a loud sound . . .

and then he was into space, pulling the
cord on his perachute and floating down
into & smow-covered mountainous eres
between the villoges of Dasden end
Emmerzhausen, Dill was captured and ha
almost starved before belng liberated by
the Britlish after 15 months, which of

course seemed llke years, '

Feelings of guilt

" In an album, Bill has an old Meture of

the B-17 ¢row, the Youngest 19, the eldesy |
2/, and over the years he had felt an
unjustified goilt and asked himself why
he had lived and they had died. He had i
alwiys wondered exactly what thefr finn! |
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Mo started getting answers wheo ihe
telephone eall came that day from Mi
choel Gudelhofer, 8 conscientious 2.
yearld federal policeman in Germany.

For the last five yeers, Michael has
been doing extensive resesrch on both
Germeny ond the enemy alrplanes that
crashed in his country during WWIL He
also wanted to know the fate of their
pilots and crews. He became intrigued
with a story his father had told him shoye
an American who had parachuted to safe.
1¥ in thelr area. With help from sources
in the United States, he wasg aventunlly
able to locata that man, Bill Huddleston,

Michael was not only able to tell Bill,
fnow 70, that he hed been blown out of the
B-17 when it broke In half but also that
§ix of the 10 crew members had been
found In the rear section of the Mane. &
German soldier had pulled cne young
man, who wes still nlive, sut of the burn.
ing wreckage only to walch him die on
the way to the hospital. Michas! said ha
knew where they were baried and would
take Bill there if he visited Germany,

“Micheel is such a nice Young man,"
snfd Groce, who has been married to Bill
for 45 years, “We're retired end living on

Soclal Security, 50 we couldn't afford to
call him in Germany. But he's called us
severel times, semt us pletures of the
ploce where Bill bailed out, and we've
continually corresponded.”

When the Huddlestons informed Mi.
choel they'd love to accept his Invitation
to visit but really had no money for the
trip, he told them, "Don't worry, I will get
¥ou to Germany somehow,™

Trip arranged

And he will, He has not only arranged
to have their alrfore pald but alss has
found them free accommodations.
They're seheduled to leave Dallos on Oct.
15 and return Oci 22 Michas| plans o
take them on & tour of the coluntryside
and to the grave of Bill's friends, where a
cross and plaque will be placed in thelr
honor,

“By golng back and sevdng the graves, [
think it will put to rest some of the things
that have bothered me from the past,”
said Bill, .

I located Micheel batween work shifts
In his home in St Augustin, Germany. He
sald be had first bagun researching the
{ate of his countrymen who had crashed,
but then decided that the Americans wha
died were also just young men who did
what they had to do for thaly country,

“I knew that they had friends and fam.
Hies whe must also wonder about their
fate end bogon resenrching them also,™
he sald.

“Those who died on both sides wera
little more than kids, just beginning their
lives. Perhops if T can remind people of
this they will think of war os & madness
we should no longer be a part of ™

Michoe] is glen meking plans for a trip
1o the United States to visit the Huddles.

tons because he sald they have friend.
ship, which fortunately plso can tran-

fate hnjf been.
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Saturday, April 2, 1994
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n war,
couples build
solid friendship

They were like
fomily and cer-
tninly renewed
your faith that
friendship and
love are not
hound by age.
time, spoce DoT
BD gome old mis
ST. JOHN placed prejudice.
e ] Thera thE}'
wero lnughing and hugglng — the couple
from-Germany, & gient Young man named
Michael Gudelhofer end his fiancee, Ni-
eole Barchers, and Grace and Bill Hud-
dleston, nice people from Grand Prairie.

They were together because Michael,
23-year old federal policeman, had once
sought out Bill Hudéleston to help him
put to rest ghosts of an incldent that
happened some 50 yEars ago.

They had been subjects of previous
eolumns, During World War I1, the B-17 in
which Bill wus o gunner had been shot
down mear the southwestern village of
Daaden. He parachuted to safety, was cap-
tured and spent 15 months in prisen be-
fore belng liberated near the end of the
war, The fate of other members of the
crew hounted Bill all these years until
April 1993, when Michael called.

Michzel, who grew up near the crash
site,' had heard stories from his father
and grandfether sbout the crash and the
young Amerlcan who survived. He was so
intrigned about the incident that he did
gxtensive research and eventually locat-
ed Bill, informing him of the deaths of his
former crew members,

For more than five years now, Micheel
has been researching German and Allled
planes that crashed In his country during
the war and the fates of the pilots end
crews. His feselings for the sirmen, who
were 50 very young, know no nationality.

when [ called him in Germany lost
yaar, he had exploined that he felt com-
pelled to let the survivors know what hed
happened to thelr friends, relatives snd
Iuvad:gpﬁ.

Exchanging visits

Furthermore, Michae! and the Hud-
dlestons formed & long-distance friend- |
ship, and he invited them to visil Deaden,
which they did in mid-October of lnst
year. They were honored at banquets aifd
taken 1o the crash site, which was marked
by 4 memorial pleque and o cross, Mi-
cheal nnd his father, Werner, made the
CTOHL"

“Thé Huddlestons had Invited Micheel
to visit them, and he did, errlving with
Nicole on March 24. To the delight of
Grece, who says she plans to stoy after
them until they get married, Michael pre-
sented Nicole sn engegement ring as
their flight here crossed over Greenland.

Wa visited the other day st Cable Ac-
cess of Dallas Inc, during filming of a
onehour show about their story. When
Michael Called will premiere April 26 818
p.m. in Dallas on TCI Cablevision's Chan-
nel 238,

Michael, who stends about 6-feet-7, £x-
plained. that his so-colled hobby hes be-
come fore time-consuming than his pro-
[essioh: "Since I wes very young. 1 hove
been Intrigued with the plancs and those
whe flew them,” he said. “They wera so
young. It was so traglc et they died.

A1l the research is very costly, but |
still dio it a5 much as 1 can, 1 1can fnd out
what really happened to those who died
and let their loved ones know, perhaps it
will ease their minds”

Michael and Nicole, who will be here
until April 11, have been freaked out b
the malls “So big. Americe hes blgger
things then I imagined,” Michael said,
“We had to stop for bresth in the shop-
ping mall. It was s big as a villege.

*The people are different here. We
went to church, and they Were 50 oulgo-
ing ond friendly. They hug you, and you
gre friends. It was that way in my village
In Germany. But Germans ore ardinnrily
more reserved. Nelghbors say ‘hello” and
fothing else”

Feeling llke family

Nicole said they like this area so much
they could live here. And they mentioned
that being with the Huddlestons was, In-
deed, “just like belng with our fomdly.”

The Huddlesions sgree, “They are
such nice people,” sald Grace, "They're 5o
thoughtful and polite. We just love them."

I've gotten to know the Huddlesions
and was thinking what a perfect couple
they are 1o have someone from a foreign
country visit. And the more I got to know
Micheel and Nicole, I foel they are the
perfect people to visit.




Wiliiam L. Huddleston
3009 Johnsan Street
Grand Prairie, TX. 75050

July 15, 1993

s0@ecHoES
5323 Chewval Place
Charlotte, NCO. 28205

30cth ECHOES EDitor:
Dear Sir:

I would like to express my appreciation to you for your pub-
lication of the 306th ECHOES. Thank you for making it avail-
able to me.

I am enclosing my crew's group plicture to be published in your
magazine.

I am the lone survivor of this group with the exception of(l)
man who was shot down on his first mission. Upen our arriwval
at Thurleigh Air Base, England, each of us were assigned to

a different pilot and miszsion. The name of this man is

Egt. Nick Tricoleus: ... plctured 3rd. from left, TOP ROW.

In our regular crew, and not shown in picture, was

S/8gt. S5ilvie B. Faoli, Radio Operator. We were shot down
on our Bth mission, Feb. 22, 1944, OJur plane exploded and
I was standing in the doer. Consegquently, I found myself
falling and managed to get my chute open. I was captured
and held 15 months in 3 different Stalag-Luft Camps.
Stalag-Luft VI, Stalag-Luft IITI and Stalag-Luft IV. T met
up with Tricoleus while I was prisoner-of-war.

Identifying the men in the picture:

TOP ROW: Left to Right: 5/8gt. Earl e. Swilley, R
5/5gt William L. Huddleston, 5/3gt. Nicholous Tricoleus,
S5gt. Jack E. Osborn, S5/Sgt. Maurice D. Pershing,

Egt. William E. Van Hoobte.

(Pilot)
Bottom Row: 2nd. Lt.Carey N. Oliver, 2nd. Lt.George E. Dumas,
2nd. Lt.George A. Milburn, 2nd. Lt. Siegal L. Hawkins. Eight
of these piectured died from the expleosion,with Paoli taking the
place of Tricoleus: accounting for (9) crewmen who died that day.

I would like to have my name placed in your publication, please.
5/Sgt. William L. Hudd:Lestcm—ErJ;Eipeermqnneq; 367th. Squadron,
306th. Bomb Group. i iﬁ#&nﬁﬁyfwuﬂﬁ
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£5. Thes Is Mot The Flane That LEFTeL) 3 e et ,L? )
(Our's Ws Named “The fak Shack Lt oo . Yodd beaton
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