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ROBERT “BOB" NORMAN HOUSER
[es Moines

Robert “Bob™ Mormian Houser, B7, passed awoy on March 2,
of naturnl causes at the Trmty Center of Lother Park in Dres Maines.
Yestation will be held Monday, March 5, from 5 to E'pm, at Oliver
Baptist Church in Des Moimes, A memorinl service is planned for
'ﬁ:llﬂgday, Murch 6,81 11 sm. s Union Park Baptist Church i Dées

ines,

Bob was bom Seplember 21, 1919, in Bloomfield, fowa o
'-.-'.._—nna and Charies Bart Houzer. He graduated in 1936 from: East
High School in Des Maoines, soon uﬂcrri-:-m:inl.' The Bankers Life
Company, Hob married his beloved wile Doris (Miller) i 1943,
Boh received his BLA_ degree in mathematics from the University of
lewin, gradunting summa cum lnade in 1947,

Bob-served his country in the 118, Army Air Corps during
Warld War IT as n First Licutenant and wis recalled for ten months
during the Korean Conflict. A a navigator with the Eizhth Alr Force
i Europe, be flew 35 missfony, received the Adr Medal with three
Cak Leal Clusters and wns pwarded the Distngulshed Fldng Cross,

He spent his enfire professional career ot The' Bankers Life

* Compamy, todey koown as the Principal Financial Groop, Startin
he maslroom, he worked his way 1o peesident (1973.1975
et Al CECY (197521902, chalffan End CEOrTToE2s1 95y
anetl chalrman | 19841958, ]'Jm'inﬁ Boh's fennre, the company grew
from 300 fo 3,300 emplayees. Hisleadesship impacted the conpany,
the insurance industry, and the city of Des Moines in wavs that are
siil] felt today.

Afier Bob% relirement -from The Principal m 1984, be
contined 1o senve the commusity by becoming president of Des
Moines Development Corporation: Tn this tole, his only ohiective
was b simolate the cliys developmeent,  His efforts foeled o billien
dolar construction boom that meoloded ihe Gvelopment. of tho
dewntown skywalk systein, Polk County. Conventien Center, the
KEnleidoscope, Capitel Squore, The Civie Center of Greater Des
Muines Mollen Pz, the lown Siafe Historical Bualding and
the comstrsction of severa!l Principal Fimancinl Group buildings,
including 801 Grand; He was enthusizstically mvolved in nimerous
imdnsiny aned coammisnity orgenizations throughoat s Life; inchid
serving on the boands of Bethel Collepe & Seminany, Mercy Hodpiis
Medical Center, Dimke University, lown Collepe Poundation, Liniled
Wy of Central Town, Civie Cenfer of Grester Des Modnes, lowa
Ventuse Capital Fund Commaunity Focus, Inc,, Grester Des boimes
Convention & Vistors Bomesw, Greater Des Moines Clamber of
Commerce Federation, Golden Circle Development Corpomisen,
The United Way Fosmndntion, ibe lowa nffiliste of the Amercan
Heart Assacintion, Des Maines Convention Cenler, Salisbury House
Foondation, the Towa Historical Museum ' Foundotion and the Des
Moings Business & Fducation Reundiable. An avid racing fan, he
served &= president for The Greater Dea Momes Ruon Grand Prix,
which was Mngud pnid sunched through his lesdership.

Bob was a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries; a member of the
Amerrean Acadenry of Actunares and past presilent of 1he Actwaries
Club of Des Maoines. He served on-vanous actuanal and imdust
hoards and comoutices, neleding the Amerbean Council of Life
[nsurance and the Health Insumnce Asocmtion: of America, He
seryved as-chaioman of Two stae legislatve fax sudy commitices, In
retirement he served o notional treasuner for the Jbth Bomb Group
Asspciation and as vice-chair puided the efforis to baild the Warld
War Two Meamarial on the grounds of ihe st capiiol.

I tribute for his work in the insrance mdusiry and the city
of Des Mpioes, Hob received numerous swards and henaes. He
wiis pwice swarded kews to the city for his work on its behalf; poce
in 1984 and again i hopor of his fith binkday i 1969, He was
mwurded both the Destinguished Alumnai Award and lown Busingss
Leadershap Award from his alma mater the Universty of lowa. He
heeld an honorary: Doclar of Lows from Drake” Universivy and the
Preaidential Distinguizhed Modal of Honor from Bethal Univessity.
In addation, b was pamed 1o the Greater Des Moines Committee’
Iown Bisiness Hall of Fame in 1988 and fhe lowa Insurance Hall
of Fuose, He-abio recorved dhe Abexie da Tocqueville Awand from
the: United Way of Central losa, which recogmizes “dedecntion and
contnbutions swhich sdvance oir knowledge and practice of the
principles of individual liberty os the foundabion of free, prosperous

hustamne societies”

Throughout his successful carcer, Bob's family and fixith were
hig-top pricsitics. He wis an-active member of Union Park Bapiist
church and secved aver the yewrs in o oumber of leadership roles on
ihe locol, state, and notional level of the Boptist General Conference.
He wis instrumental in founding and bislding fine Lake Chnsian
Cpmipin Eldam,

Bob never left his home s1aze, becoming o fixiure i the Des
Maines and Beaverdale communities for mrare than thirty years, His
dedicaiion tothe commumty, family amd friends has beft a leppoy thai
won'l be soon fongedien. He Dived Ty I'.".l.l:ll:fli:. encouraging others
10 grow and oo nsk, eomnke chunpes, to make the world beties, ond,
more importanthy o enpoy Life and have fun along the wa

Bob is survived by his wife, Dors: wo childes Ted {Jan)
Heouser and fidy Gieny (Jules); drughierin:low, Kathy Houser; six
wrandchildren; and two brothers, Charles Houser of Livermore,
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President

William F. Cavaness
702 Cravens Avenue
San Anicnio, TX 78223

Vice President

C. Dale Briscoe
7829 Timber Top Drive

Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78006

Secretary

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Treasurer

Rcbert N. Houser
2412 48th Street

Des Moines, IA 50310

Directors

M/Gen James S. Cheney
630 Cinnamon Court
Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Joseph R. Hathaway
1031 N. Meads Avenue
Glendive, MT 59330

Victor L. Rose
190 Knight Road
Vestal, NY 13850

Donald L. Snock
45 N. Turkey Hill Road
Westport, CT 06880

Past President

Forrest J. Stewart
21 Doe Run Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77380

1994 Reunion Chairman
Robert N. Houser

2412 48th Street

Des Moines, IA 50310

British Representative
Ralph Franklin

Mill Hi

Keysoe, Bads MK44 2HP
England

1994 Reunion
15-17 September
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306TH BOMBERDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

President

Wiiliam F. Cavaness
702 Cravens Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78223

Vice President

C. Dale Briscoe
7829 Timber Top Drive

Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78006

Secretary

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Treasurer

Robert N. Houser
2412 48th Street

Des Moines, IA 50310

Directors

M/Gen James S. Cheney
630 Cinnamon Court
Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Joseph R. Hathaway
1031 N. Meade Avenue
Glendive, MT 59330

Victor L. Rose
180 Knight Road
Vestal, NY 13850

Donald L. Snook
45 N. Turkey Hill Road
Westport, CT 06880

Past President

Forrest J. Stewart

21 Doe Run Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77380

1994 Reunion Chairman
Robert N. Houser

2412 48th Street

Des Moines, |IA 50310

British Representative
Ralph Franklin

Mill Hill

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP
England

1994 Reunion
15-17 September
Des Moines, 1A
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Des Moines Development Corporation

ROBERT N. HOUSER
President \J

Suite 1029, Two Ruan Center
601 Locust, Des Moines, lowa 50309
515/ 245-3898
An affiliate of the Greater Des Moines Chamber of Commerce Federation

FAX S/5/245-SY¢2
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306TH BOMBAT?DMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

President

William F. Cavaness
702 Cravens Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78223

Vice President

C. Dale Briscoe
7829 Timber Top Drive

Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78006

Secretary

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Treasurer

Robert N. Houser
2412 48th Street
Des Moines, 1A 50310

Directors

M/Gen James S. Cheney
630 Cinnamon Cou
Satellite Beach, FL 32937

Joseph R. Hathaway
1031 N. Meade Avenue
Glendive, MT 59330

Victor L. Rose
190 Knight Road
Vestal, NY 13850

Donald L. Sncok
45 N. Turkey Hill Road
Westport, CT 06880

Past President

Forrest J. Stewart
21 Doe Run Drive
The Woeodlands, TX 77380

1894 Reunion Chairman
Robert N. Houser

2412 48th Street

Des Moines, IA 50310

British Representative
Ralph Franklin

Mitt Hill

Keysoe, Beds MK44 2HP
England

1994 Reunion
15-17 September
Des Moines, IA
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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Prosident

Wilkam F. Cavanass
T2 Crvmng Avinu
San Andonio, TH TAZS

Wice Presidoit
C. Dale Briscoa
7829 Timber Top Criva

Fer Opks Ranch, TX TRODA

Secralary

Aussall A Strang
B323 Chewal Flaca
Chariatta, NG 28205

Traasirer

Fiobert M. Housar
2412 4Bth Sirest

Dips Moines, 1A 50310

Orectars

MiGan James 5. Cheney
&30 Cinnamen Cowt
Sateflile Basch, FL 32937

Josaph A. Hatheway
1031 N, Mapde Avanug
Glendiva, MT 59330

Viclor L. Rasa
180 Knight Rigad
‘agtal, MY 136850

Daonalg L Sncaok
45 M. Turkey Hill Road
Wesipor, CT 06630

Pasr Prasidenr

Fames! L Siewar

21 Dae Run Drive

Thi 'l'.l'updlmdsl T 77360

1994 Feumian Chairman
Aobert N, Houser

2412 4B1h Strest

Des Maings, 14 50310
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Aaiph Frankin
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Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England ~ September 1942.April 1945

306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

. Author
Secretary/Historian First Over Germany
Russell A. Strong

d Staft
5323 Cheval Place 8?':22::\3‘:1 !
Charlotie, %CFZBZOS Force, 1942-45
Telephone & Fax .
704/568-3803 22 November 1994 Edilor
306th Echoes {quarterly)
P 306th Directory {biennial)

306th Squadron Diaries

367, 368, 369, 423
Dear Dale:

I am wondering if it might not be profitable to the Association
to carry a proper notice in Echoes once or twice each year con-
cerning the opportunity for people to remember the 306cth Bomb
Group Association in their wills.

Gifts so made might be to the general budget or to the special
project fund, which would enable us to carry on some other ac-
tivities which we are not now doing.

Perhaps you might ask John Hickey to prepare some kind of a legal
statement which people could give to their attorneys for inclus-
in a will or as a codicil to be added to an existing will,

I feel sure that if Keith Jackson had had such a memorandum, he

might have left us something to continue some practices which he
supported.

Its worth thinking about.
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Leader Houser retlnng second time

D4 Regisder, 3255y

After 10 years as head of
Des Moines Development
Corp., he is leaving the
future of the downtown

| area to someone else.

By IIM POLLOCK
REQISTER STAFF WEmTE

Robert N, Houser arrived for
work in downtown Des Moines at
the age of 16, Fifty-nine vears and
one brand-new downbown later,
it's time bo go home.

Houser is retiring as president of
the Des Motnes Development Corp.,
which has helped tear down and
rearrange the heart of the ity a5 i1
it were B set of Legos under a
Christmas tree.

He guit a presidency once before,
whoen he retired in 1PB4 as the boss
at The Bankers Life insurance com-
pany — now Principal Financial,
That's the company thai geve him
hie first job as a teen-ager. when
hiz paycheck went to support his
mother and siblings on the farm
east of wwn

“Still Had Energy™

Bt the first retirement didn't of-
fer much rest because Houser just
moved to B new office and Kept
I.'IE-BEIII.'IE OWTTOWT EVETY MmOMming
from Beaverdale. “I still had the

energy. 1 like to be mw:dved and

know what's going on,’ " Houser |

said. Bo he spent 10 vears as the
Des Molnes Development presi-
dent

“There's really no reason oy re-
tire mow,” sald Houser, 75, "But [
want to beave while they still want
me tostay.”

It was the death of his father
that turned Houser into g 16-vear-
old breadwinner. Then World
War Il came along with some mone
responsibility for him: 27 missions
over France and Germany as the
navigator in a B-17 bomber,

The F06ch Bomber Group Associ-
ation still keeps in touch and pub-
lishes & newsletter and holds re-
unions. Mot surprisingly, Houser is
invioleed, He's the national trepsir-
e

Earned Degree

Afrer the war, Houser eammad his
degres at the University of lowa
and commenced rising through the
ranks at Bankers Life.

The Dz Moines Development
Corp. came to lfe in 1978 and the
business leaders involved in o
asked Houser to be the president.
“They picked me bicause Bankers
Life was neutral on most husiness
imgues,” Howser saud

“They didn't have to talk very
hard to get me to secepl. ['we lived

HOUSER Flease turn to F":rpr 4M

DAVID AHNTHOLE THE RegisTes
Robert Houser, the retiring president of Des Molnes Development
Corp., stands in Capital Square in downtown Des Moines. It was
the first project of the non-profit development group, and the
starting point of other projects, including the skywalk system.
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Houser is retiring a second time -

HOUSER
Continued from Page 1M

here since I was 2 years old. It's my
city and I was interested init.”

The non-profit organization has
been involved in many projects since
then: the Marriott Hotel, Capital
Square, Kaleidoscope at the Hub, the
Convention Center, the skywalks,
Elsie Mason Manor and Ligutti
Towers, for example.

“Involved in Everything”

“Bob was involved to some degree
in everything that went on,” said his
Jong-time friend and fellow business-
man, John Ruan. “He has been a
valuable asset to the business com-
munity and the city of Des Moines.”

Richard “Red"” Brannan, a former .

Polk County supervisor and now a
consultant to Des Moines Develop-
ment, ranks Houser among the top
five influential people in the city
over the past decade and a half.

“He’s one of the most interesting
individuals I've ever known,” Bran-
nan said. “His background is so var-
ied and he has such great kmowledge,
on both a personal level and a busi-
ness level,"

Houser taka a good deal of pnde :

in the changes he sees all around
him. “Des Moines is a lot different
than it was 16 years ago and I feel I
had a pretty key role,” he said.

“You bring some high school bud-
dies back after 60 years and their
eyes bug out when they see what we
have here.” Not surprisingly, he's in-
volved in that sort of thing. He’s the
chairman of the East High Alumni
Foundation.

Of course, not every Des Moines
Development connection has worked
out. Some have gone wrong in a very
public way.

“I'm disappointed that the Grand
Prix is not a financial success, but I
don’t feel bad about it,” Houser said.
“We've had six good years of rac-

As for Prairie Meadows race
track, well, “If you don’t take
chances, you don't do anything.”

Will Do Fine

Downtown Des Moines should do
fine without him, Houser figures.
“For a while, I was worried about it
failing. That used to scare me. Itisn’t
going to happen now, but it still has

tobeworkedat” . pony

He would like to see the east sxde
of downtown developed, between
the river and the State Capitol. He'
would like to see Des Moines “get |ts
financial house in order.” .

Despite his focus on the cltyq
downtown, “I hope Ankeny, Altoo-
na, Waukee, Norwalk and the rest of
the towns around Des Moines ex~
pand; I hope we have a ring of pros-
perous communities all around us.”

His biggest dream is “better coop-
eration between the city and the sub-
urbs. Until we can work together,
we're going to be frustrated.” ":

But that’s somebody else's prob-
lem now. Bob Houser is punching
out.

He has a whole other life to go
home to. He and his wife, Doris, just
marked 61 years of marriage. Their.
three children and six grandchildren’
live in Des Moines and Johnston.
Houser still sings in the choir at
Union Park Baptist Church.

He has no idea what he’ll do on his
first day without an office, but he
does have a firm grip on this idea:
“I'd like to think my life counts for

something.”
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Bob Houser and the DMSE{ :

His quiet service to his hometown
leaves a visible legacy.

o look at the bold new skyline of
T downtown Des Moines, it's hard to

believe that one of the most influen-
tial figures in reshaping the business dis-
trict is a modest, low-key man whose idea
of a good time is going out for burgers with
his grandkids. But, for the past 10 years,
Robert N. Houser has played a critical role
in the downtown renewal as president of
the Des Moines Development Corp., a non-
profit group bankrolled by Des Moines’
most important businesses dedicated to
downtown redevelopment.

The organization has been the catalyst
for most every major downtown redevel-
opment effort for the past 15 years. One
reason: Bob Houser's avuncular, aw-
shucks manner, his quiet competence and
invisible ego (which belie a razor-sharp
mind and iron will) allowed him to move
quietly and effectively among powerful
business executives, balky city officials
and skeptical civic groups.

If Houser approached his job with mis-
sionary zeal, it may be because he is an un-
ashamed booster of Des Moines: Although
his business career took him to the top of
his field, he preserved his roots in the city,
and he dedicated a second career to help-
ing rebuild it. Now, after 10 years dedicat-
ed to that effort, he's retiring — again.

Houser came to the Des Moines Develop-

\QM{WM
Dpeant frtnd ouf

ment Corp. with impressive credentials: He
had just retired after a distinguished
career at The Bankers Life (now Principal
Financial Group), rising from an entry-
level job and retiring as chairman in 1984,
a period in which it grew to be one of the
nation’s biggest mutual-life companies.
Instead of heading south upon retire-
ment, Houser moved just a few blocks
away to a new downtown office as the first
president of the Des Moines Development
Corp. Up to that point it had been a loosely
organized group of local businesses inter-
ested in downtown redevelopment; Houser
transformed it into a powerful force, pro-
viding the vision, seed money, business
acumen and dogged determination neces-

‘sary to see major projects through from be-

ginning to end.

During Houser’s tenure the process has
been remarkably free of the acrimony that
marked the early days of downtown rede-
velopment. Much of the credit for that goes
to Bob Houser’s sure hand. His presence
will be missed, but a gleaming new down-
town stands as a permanent record of his
hard work. Perhaps an even better legacy,
though, is the spirit of trust and coopera-
tion that has marked Houser's efforts in
community-building. That will serve the
city well for decades to come.
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367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations

& )
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

See the Thurleigh Airfield Museum

President 24 October 2004
Royce Hopkins
35427 Pontiac Dr.
Brookshire, TX 77423 Mr. Robert N. Houser
Vice President 2412 48th St
Albert McMahan
273 N Peachtree St. Des Moines, IA 50310
Norcross, GA 30071
Dear Bob:
Secretary
Russell A. Strong I am writing you for the officers, directors and membership of our

5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205 Association to thank you profusely for the more than 1) years of

service as treasurer of the 306th.
Treasurer

Robert N. Houser
2412 48th Street Those presently serving extend their speclal thanks for your self-

Des Moines, IA50310 service in handling the funds so well for us, and reporting each
month so that we always knew that the funds were available to con-

Directors
tinue the efforts to hold a great organization together.

William Camicom
112 Columbia Ct.
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147§e wish vou and Doris many more years of togetherness, and that you
William Houlihan continue the enjoyment of your family. Our only regret is that in
35449 Heritage Ct. our closing years more and more of ud will have to leave the fellow-
Farmington, M148335  ship of the reunions. I think you have enjoyed them as much as I
Have. Its a great group of men to serve.
Hugh Phelan
556 N. Hwy 67

Donaldson, AR 71941  We would hope that you might join us for one more reunion. While we

will be in San Antonio in 2005, Don and Janice Ross are making

?;b';eé':::;?g’g plans with there family to host 2006 in Omaha one more time.
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
My mind also runs back to the great reunion you chaired for us in

f::;;m&?;; Des Moines in 1994, especially the model planes and the great pork
10133 SW 61st Ave. chop dinner.

Portland, OR 97219
We all wish yod well,

British Representative .
Ralph Franklin
Ml Hill ;

Keysoe, Bads MK44 2HP p
England fy 7Y

%
r"{‘?



ROBERT “BOB™ NORMAN HOUSER
[hes Moines

Robert “Bob" Norman Houser, 87, possed awoy on March 2,
of naturnl causes at the Trinity Center of Luther Park in Des Modoes,
Vigitation will be held Monday, March 5, from § to 8 p.m. ot Olivet

it Chiurch in Des Moines. A memoriol service 15 plooned for
Eﬂajr. March 8, a1 11 am. st Union Park Baptist Church in Dea
nes,

Bob was bomn Sepiember 21, 1919, in Bloomficld, lowa 1o
Venna and Charles Bart Houser, H:-f:ra.duutﬂd i 1936 from Easd
High School in Des Moines, soon a Hnin'm; The Bankers Life
Company, Bob marmed his beboved wide Dons (Miller) i 1943,
Bab recoived his BoAL degree tnomathematics [rem fhe University of
lowa, graduating sumamn cum Inads in 1947,

Bob served his country in the ULE. Armry Air Corps dusing
World War 11 & a Frest Livutenant and was recalled for ten mondhs
guring the Korean Confict. As a navigator with the Eighth Air Fores
in Burops, he flow 35 misswons, recemved the Adr Medal wath three
Oak Leaf Clusters ond was owarded the Distinguished Flying Crosa.

He spent his enbre professionsl coreer at The Banker’s Life
Compary, foday known as the Principal Financial Groap, Staring

‘b muilroom, he worked his way to president (1973-1975),

ot and CEQ {19T5-1981), chairman and CEO (1942.1984)
aigl clhairman {1984-1989). Dunng Beb's tenure, the company grew
from 300 to 3,300 employees. His leadership impacted the company,
fhe insurance indusity, and the city of Des Moines in ways that are
still felt I:ﬂd:lEolh

After % retirement from The Principal in 1983, he
continued 10 serve the community by becoming president of Des
Mopdnes Development C'nrggnh'nn. In this mle, his only objective
was to stimulate the city's development, Hes effors feled o billion
dollar constriction beam that melwded the development of the
downtown skywalk system, Polk County Convention Center, the
Kaleida Capitel Square, The Civie Center of Greater Des
Moknes and Mollen Plaza, the fewa Siade Histerical Bulding and
the consiruction of several Principal Financial Group buildings,
including 801 Grand. He was epthusiastically isvolved in numerous
industry and community crganizations throughout his life, including
serving on the boords of Bedlsel College & Seminary, Mercy Hospital
Medical Center, Drake University, lown College Foundation, United
Wiy of Centrnl Towa, Civie Center of Greater Des Moines, Iowa
Wenture Capiial Fund, Community Fecus, Inc., Greater Dies Moincs
Conwvention & Visitors Bureaw, Greater Des Moines Chamber of
Commerce Federstion, Golden Circle Development Corporation,
The United Way Foundation, the fowa affiliste of the American
Heart Aszociation, Des Moines Convention Center, Salisbury Howse
Foundation, the lown Historical Museum Foundation and the Des
Maoines Business & Education Roundtable. An avid racing fan, he
served as president for The Greater Des Moines Ruan Grand Prix,
which wos developed o launched theough his leadership,

Bab was a Fellow of the Saciety of Actaries, a member of the
Amemican Academy of Achaories amd past president of the Acteanes
Club of Des Moines, He served on variows acouarial and industoy
boards aisd comimiitees, includimg the Amencan Couneil of Life
Ensurance apd the Heallh Insmirance Association of Americo. He
served 05 chairman of two state legizlatihve fax stsdy commuitiees; In
retirement he served 25 national treasuzer for the 306th Bomb Group
Assoriation and as vice-chair paided the effores 1o bubd the Warld
War Two Memarial on the groands of the state capital

In tribugte for his work i the nsurasce indusory and e ciny
of Des Modres, Bob recelved aumerous awands and bonors,  He
wis twice pwarded keys bo the city for his work on its bebalf, oace
in 1984 and again in honar of his 80th birthday in 1999, He was
mwarded both the Distinguished Alumni Aword and lewa Busisess
Leadeeship Award from his alma mater the Unversity of Towa, He
held an honorary Doctor of Lows from Drake University and the
Preaidential Disunguished Medal of Honor from Bethel University,
In addition, be was named 1o the Greater Des Moines Commites
lowa Business Hall of Fame in 1982 and the lowa Insusance Hall

—of FamserHeabmo-received dhe-Alexis—da. T ille Award from
ihe United Way of Ceniral Towa, which recapnizes “dedecation and
contributions which advance our knowledye and ’mnriu of the
prinziples of individuwal lberiy a3 the foumdation of free, prosperous
and humane sacieties." i

_, Throughowt his successful career, Bob's family and faith were
bz fop prioritics. He was 2n active member of Union Park Baptist
church and served over the in & number of keadership roles on
the local, sinte, and mational kevel of the Baptist Creneral Confinence
He was instnimiendal in founding and building Pine Lake Christian
Camp in Eldora.

Bob never left his home state, becoming a fixture in the Des
Muoines and Beaverdnle comununities for more than thimy years. His
dedicatbon toibe comminsity, family amd frends has beft a begacy thad
won't be soon forgotten. He lived by ::-:3.11.115-}!'.-1 encournging others
fo grorw and torisk, to make changes, to make the world bocer, and,
e importantly 1o enfoy life and have Fun along the way,

Beob is sunvived by his wife, Dogis; two children Ted (Fan)
Houser and Judy Gray (Jubes); dasghrer-in-low, Kaiky Houser; six

mndchildren; and twe brothers, Chorles Howser of Livermore,

ifornia and Bill Houser of Waverly, lowa. Bob was preceded in

death by his sen, Jim Houssr, who passed sway in Juky 2005, Bob iz
alsg preceded in dexth by one sister and one brodbor.

Memorial coptnbutions may be directsd to the Pine Loke
Christian Camp Game Cabin fusd or the East High Alumni
Associabion,
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Check Your Mailing Label

Please check the mailing label on tha front of this issue of Echoas.
We are now managing our own mailing list on the Association’s com-
puter. As all information has been newly-entered, there may be some er-
fors (gpalling, capitalization, etc.) of which we should be awara.

Because of greater flexibllity In how wa handle data, we can do a
batter job of maintaining your address proparly.

We have also added to our coding of “Frlends" by including the
following: W-widow, D-daughter, S5-son, GS-grandson; we are now In-
cluding another Bth AF unit if the person served thare; CJ is for persons
who served with the Casey Jones Project aftar the closa of combat; BW
Identiflas those who have served or are serving with the 306th Strategic
Wing. Other refinements will be made in this listing as neaded.

Wa can now handle the 9-digit Zip code as well, and request your
assistance In this. If you don't remamber yours {| don't!), check vour
phone bill.

The computer program we are using now (FastPak Mail) also permits
the use of ielephone numbers.

If vou would like to assist us, please use the form balow:

Updating the 306th

Namea 1 CBERT /','?.; IO ER

Street address 2/ Y _5-{

City, state Des Mowwss x4 ZipSC3/¢ ~25/6

- _I' & .
Telephone S5/5/27 - iy FF

306th Organization: {If you preter an organization other than that shown
on the label. pleasea indicate LT 5 |

Military Rank: That for regular retired officers is shown as |Indlcated
ir the 1972 USAF Register. If yours is incorrect or un-
listed, please indicate that which Is comact:

Rank Regular Resarve

Title: Prolassional titles are indicated if known. If you would prafer
to have one used, please indicate it
If you would prefer to have no title used, check here_____

Do you know the present or former location of any 306th people whom
you do not find in the current directory? If 50, pleasa list them below with
last kmown location, This may be a complete present addrass, a WWIl ad-
dress, or only a clly and a state. Wea will andeavor to locate such persons
as time permits.

= " —
ERANCIS E. FERGUSOy e olewesd
- T R ; ’ 2
Y of 7 A e SO f
ol "-‘“"‘-i":":' 3L oA :E‘-*'-t“?"fﬂ“" 2 .L.;,'/Jq_.;,
Do 38tk N eondactid s Dot Yonppomsy
:'-_::l. |.'}?ii.'.o-£.l.-l.- .- &E‘ g2 g'l'.-1-1.-|r..-_,".._-.ﬁ.-|-. £ l'l:—r.:-nﬂ- :hi"i._"-_-'.l'_-".ﬂ'"-l'.,-;l-H--.ﬂ_
: , ' ] ] g "B
gl T gl Al kgl :‘.--rm,.:i-i.,;_f:‘_..._q_-&;;."ru_ :
Searching: If you care to assist in searching out Information on paople
in your area, the secretary will be happy to sand you his
State Lost List, Please check_
Send this form to:
Secretary
a06th BG Assoc.

5323 Cheval PI.
Charlotie, MG 28205
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Check Your Mailing Label

Please check the mailing label on tha front of this issue of Echoas.
We are now managing our own mailing list on the Association’s com-
puter. As all information has been newly-entered, there may be some er-
fors (gpalling, capitalization, etc.) of which we should be awara.

Because of greater flexibllity In how wa handle data, we can do a
batter job of maintaining your address proparly.

We have also added to our coding of “Frlends" by including the
following: W-widow, D-daughter, S5-son, GS-grandson; we are now In-
cluding another Bth AF unit if the person served thare; CJ is for persons
who served with the Casey Jones Project aftar the closa of combat; BW
Identiflas those who have served or are serving with the 306th Strategic
Wing. Other refinements will be made in this listing as neaded.

Wa can now handle the 9-digit Zip code as well, and request your
assistance In this. If you don't remamber yours {| don't!), check vour
phone bill.

The computer program we are using now (FastPak Mail) also permits
the use of ielephone numbers.

If vou would like to assist us, please use the form balow:

Updating the 306th

Namea 1 CBERT /','?.; IO ER

Street address 2/ Y _5-{

City, state Des Mowwss x4 ZipSC3/¢ ~25/6

- _I' & .
Telephone S5/5/27 - iy FF

306th Organization: {If you preter an organization other than that shown
on the label. pleasea indicate LT 5 |

Military Rank: That for regular retired officers is shown as |Indlcated
ir the 1972 USAF Register. If yours is incorrect or un-
listed, please indicate that which Is comact:

Rank Regular Resarve

Title: Prolassional titles are indicated if known. If you would prafer
to have one used, please indicate it
If you would prefer to have no title used, check here_____

Do you know the present or former location of any 306th people whom
you do not find in the current directory? If 50, pleasa list them below with
last kmown location, This may be a complete present addrass, a WWIl ad-
dress, or only a clly and a state. Wea will andeavor to locate such persons
as time permits.
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State Lost List, Please check_
Send this form to:
Secretary
a06th BG Assoc.

5323 Cheval PI.
Charlotie, MG 28205
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