RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

{Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and pive)
{to Russ Strong st the Las Vegas reunion, or mail to his ad=)
{dress: 5323 cheval P1., Charlotte, NC 28205 )

+

Date completed HOV i3 1088

LAST NaME: Houghton FIRST NAME: Russell Title:
Street address; Rt #1 Box 739 Telephone: (207 B33 8655
City, state, zip: Orrs Island Hsalne 04066 - G722

Date of birth: & Aug 1922 VWife's name: HOON0E

College(s) attended: Degree(s): Year(s):

Last employment & job citla; USAF MHalntensnce Superintendant

Year joined 306cth Association: 1981

Reunions attended: (by year or location) 1881, 1582, 1883, 1084, 1985, 1286,

1987, 1G88,
Serial #: 11015991 Sqdn: 368 Speciality: Airecraft Elect.
Date joined 306th: May 1542 If combat, what crew?

Special duties or assignments w/306th: Spaciellzed Malntenance: Internzl
Wing Repelr
If commisgioned w/306th, date & specialcy:

=

Date departed: OJot. 1545 Highest rank/grade w/306th: 5/5gz%

Other BthAF unics served with:

Top service assignments after 306cth: SAC: BOY BW, 506 AirRef Sad, 3rd Air Di
95 BwW, Gth BW, 12th T#W, 58tk Wezsr Recon Sad,
USAF tetirement date: 1 Feb. 1974 Rank/grade: Chis{f Master

Sargant

Mpst memorable experience wi/306th: (use back of sheet, too)

The meny cold nlghts working on the flight line, The 1nslide of 2
B AT wing making repairs ; The mess xit we gll ate out of, The
blsoult mettress we slept on , The bomb dump blowlng up, Alweys
standing in a line for somthing e The A R O Qlub ,

In the continulng search for 306th penple,’ please inform the secretary as to any



RECORD UPDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as vou wish, and return to
Rugs Strong at the reunion, or maill to Russ Strong, 5323 Cheval

Place, Charlotte, NC 28205) ILLr.t.T.u Roclkk 1989
Date complete a_{"j ./.“I'g.:bx;,ii]_/_ 2T
LAST NAME: fHou (- f Oy FIRST NAME: () S5/t TITLE: ¢~ M5 _;5‘?5??
Street address: ;"?.-"“ —'#? {_’3{? }'-'r R Telephone: { )

City, state, zip: &F/45 f}"':';‘. L M2 o oG

Date of Birth: & Hyugo 22 Wife's name: ———

College(s) attended:— Degrea(s): — Year({s): —

Last employment and job title: (G4 /= JfHi2 e RAET  MEBINTEA BNCLE

S LA TEAPEN T

Reunions attended: (by year or location) a,—‘_‘-/ﬁ’iir“?r’.? |GG 2 To /7y I',.:P,Lﬂ Vi T
Messla F oK E

Serial #:,a’,fé_f:l.."é, 74 / Squadron: F-:’:i:ﬁr'-:'* £S5 Speciality: 2 /p CRBET ManT
Date joined 306th:JuniE  fofe A If combat, what crew: )
Special duties or assignments w/306th: .__,-F;;C_:%' JoeNES

Humber of missions f£lowm: Date of last mission:

Date lefr 306th: S/C [ /(oo i Highest rank/grade with 306th: f;}/_gi;-y-ﬂ

Other 8th AF units served with: ——

Top service assignments after 306th:

USAF recirement date: / C=/= /77/ Rank/grade: [ {15 ,E';’?

Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other unics, will be welecomed by the secretary.

If vou konow of othar 306th pecple who do not appear in the directory, please add
their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so that we may search
further for them. e -4 s = : e L
Rt [oUE2IN OF § [BERWCH PLER /[at (877 DK cpUsss

BES poMP 58 D



RECORDS TIPDATE

i06th BOME GROUP ASSOCTATION

{Plaase complete as much of this form as you wish to, fold and mail as
per address on reverse side. Or, if ohtained at & reunion, hand to
Buss Strong)

ar

LAST NAME: Afo UG H TON FIRST NAME: /TUSSELE  mimE: Moo T
STREET ADDRESS: 57 = / £od 739 TELEPHONE: @C53-CCFa
CITY: o k™S L SeHarD STATE: g fyni= ZIP: & ¢ b &

DATE JOIMED 306th ASSOCIATION: /=7 < /

=

REUNIONS ATTENDED: (Years) 5 p oy d g

WIFE'S HAME: =

-
-

LAST EMPLOYMENT: [/ S5

COLLEGE(S) ATTENDED: DEGREE(S) 1 DATE :

SERIAL #: /[ /o) d o7 / SQDN: F& & Mps:? Ao, Felfer
DATE ARR: SE&/°7 (942 CREW: :

DATE DEPARTED: (o 7 [/ Féa HIGHEST RANK IN 206th: Ey'g;.;f.'.}"

SERVICE RETIREMENT DATE: / ~5/% /o 7 RANK or GRADE: c/MSc /- £

DECORATIONS WITH 306TH:
TOP SERVICE ASSIGNMENT AFTER 306TH: 2 & AJAM/T, 5 0FERLy FRMBEN I

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS WITH 306TH:

QUESTIONNATRE
CATERPILLAR CLUB = IEVING CHUTE COMEANY

HAME:

COMBAT JUMP DATE & MISSION:
HEIGHT WHEN BATLED OUT:

ARY PROBLEMSE WITH PARACHUTE:

306th Bombardment Group. S0DH:



OB Howard Avenue
Space &3
Escondida, CA 92029

1% Movember 1991

Russell A. Strong
G323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Deayr Mr. Strong,

I am a new proud Family Addition to the 38é6th Bomb Group
Historical Assacciation in that my father, Russell 6. Houghton of
the I48th EFager Reavers, submitted my name for membership. I am
delighted he did so and am boping to make the functions of the
IB4HEh a part of my life.

I am interested in obtaining a copy of the Directory,
whether it be the 19980 issue or whatever. I have enclosed $5.00,
cash, for the directory. If I need to send more, please let me
know and I'11 do sc right away. I would also be interested in
obtaining some information regarding the window decals and the
patches of the Association. Your assistance would be greatly
appreciated if you could forward me price lists and any other
information which you might think I would be interested in. I am
very proud of my Dad and am so gratefal that he thought to
include me in this part of his life. He supplied me wilh three
decals, the 3@4th Association patch and an "Eager EBeaver" patch
and I would like to get more.

Although I will not be able to attend the reunion in Bedford
this coming year, I will be there in spirit. I have been to the
Thurleigh area as well as Bedford a number of times and have felt
the "auwra" of being there where it all happened.

Again, thank vou for any assistance youw might be able to

render to me. f

Danny R. Houwghton



o e T Y 77~

-_w__MJ@ A _/% WM

M-%;W

/%/L%@

Aﬂm@@_ﬂ@w
1~ MWW 2/

L fTvSSELL & z‘faamfrw_éjz@o7)
R #) BorRT3T

e OFRS TSLPNG ME 040l —F7R2
JELFH . & -207~923 46957

ey ™

S poe /’/'Zl

2071 - §’“)¢&- _______
FIE8R0 ARy 1774 Us /9/’ _CMS

~___.A&CM ;./..4_‘77/,4:’/‘

LUVSG6/ =0l O oo H TOR
GY9Y [F _[BiEnsor tHwY F 2k

TuCSery HBZ = I5ET70l ~ TL3F

Wﬁm ‘foﬂoﬁéﬂ/» "/6”

WW MMW



:25"“’ M /m/@ ,W WMM"

_ler pps .&W P> Jw% RS

{
|

MJ%{J&LJLM ,M__Q__

'
!

Mwml@

o~

- “M’
— - N




PERSONNEL RECORD UPDATE
ry i ST
306ch BOMB GEOUP ASSOCIATION bate. L. TELN Fo

Complete cthis form and return to Russell A. Strong, Secretary, 306th BG Assoc.,
5323 Cheval Place; Charlotbe, NC Z5205; to be filed with -30&Ch records.

LAST MaME: HeoUEH ToM FIRST RAME: f74/55 [7¢& MI: g TITLE:
Street Address: F/ ) J3CW T35 Telephone: (Zu)-537LE6TF%
City, State @/ A S LTk ME Zip + 41 ovebl -F72 2
Winter Address: r',."i.“?*';'_f;, ,::5'-’-:":" S /WY Telephone: (LOF 5 7Y 3830
City, State 7 5:'--'”_1-' 2 zip + 4 S 4706~ 713 T
fie J
Date of birth: & pui- /F2Z Wife's name:  As- i fgc -3
fgge 2
College(s) attended: Degreel(s), & when:

Last employment & job title & recirement date:

Serial #(s): /;/7°/ & :;Tf'-f'l.l'l,.n' Squadron: 'Pif,-_-;:. & Specialoy: = Lo
Date joined 306ch: MY F If combat, what crew?

Special dutles or assignments w/306th:

Na of missions flown: Date of last mission:

Date leaving 306th: (¢ T (44 Highest rank/grade w/306th: 5?’55‘-;""_
Othar BAF units served wich, and when:

Top service assignment after 306th: & A5 rl,t‘;r_"t v BV T F=iN

USAF retirement date: / ~72/3% /774 Rank/grade: C /¥ S

Copies of old 306cth orders, either from the Group or Stacion 111, or any of
the Squadrons or other units serving with the 306th, are scught by the sec-
ratary, as many of these do not appear in any collections of materials in
Mational Archives or che Alr University.

If you know of others who served with the 106th and who do not appear in the
current 306cth Directory, please add their names and current/WWII hometowns
or other addresses to the back of this sheer so that searches may be imple-
mented to add them to our present 306ch roster.



Life in the Wing of a B-17

WL arrived at Wendover Airfield en 3 June 1942 with the group of mechanics from
Yakima, W@hingten, as an /A(lrcraﬁ lﬁfectrician. I was assigned to the 368" Bomb
Squadron. ,

( My first day on the flight line, M/Sgt Gunderson saw me and as I was a small, 5°5”, 112
pounds, he said “You are just the man I need,g&me with me”. He lead me to a spot
underneath the wing of a B-17. An access panel behind the #2 engine had already been
removed. The M/Sgt asked me if I was claustrophobic. “I don’t thinkg so}’ I replied, with
which he returned, “Well, we will find out real soon.”

unside the opening you could see the aft wing spar and in that spar was an opening of
about 18 across the bottom, and 18” tall. There was a rib that ran diagonally from the
top corner to the bottom corner. The M/Sgt pointed to it and said, “That’s where I want
you to crawl throughyfhat Supercharger has to b‘e changed and somebody has to un’}%olt it
from the top.” Pointing to some other men tha{ Were there, he said “The fellows will put
you up in there, then they will put the panel back on so you can lay on it. Don’t worry, I
will be right here.” And so they did,\Ewas close but I was all right.

(_Then M/Sgt Gunderson said “ Put your arms straight up over your head to make your
shoulders as small as possible.” 1 did so and got my shoulders through, but, when I got in -
up to my hips it was a little more trouble. I finally made it through and they teek the— £ -
access panel back off of the wing. That was a little nicer as removing the panel allowed a
little more light and air circulation back in to the cramped space.

I was told to keep crawling through the space and I would eventually find more room to
move when I reached the Supercharger. Sure enough, when I reached it, there was
enough room for me to be able to turn around and put my feet toward the leading edge of
the wing.

|_They handed me the tools needed to remove the ducting and hold the bolts so the guys
underneath could remove the nuts and lower the Supercharger. It was really tight up in
there but I was doing fine. Once they let the Supercharger down and removed it, | was
helped down and out of the wing through the empty space left behind. That’s when I
finally got a chance to walk around and get my blood circulating again.[The procedure’s
reverse soon began as I was helped back up into the wing. Next came the new
Supercharger and I made all the required connections to complete the installation.

[__Now, to get back out of the wing, it meant reversing the procedure that had gotten me in
there in the first place. I had to turn around so my feet went out first so I would end up on
the access panel the correct way, then they removed the panel again and helped me down
and out of the wing.

\ We only changed out that one Supercharger while in the 368" at Wendover, until we got
to Thurleigh and started the high altitude missions. Those missions were a strain on the
Superchargers and the control systems were undesirable,causing many failures of them
on the “F” models.

About this time, maintenance realized we should go to a “specialized maintenance
concept” where teams doing one task could work on all the aircraft in the group, not
being restricted to one squadron. This would be a better utilization of available
manpower and improve the commission rate. I think Bill Cavaness wrote an article about
this for the Echoes some time ago.



I

fhor
LTbgre YLS a team from each sq adron Vigil- from the 367lh Houghton- from the 368",
Evans/ from the 369", and Bastida- from the 423". The order in which the
Superchargers were replaced was based on the priority of the next day’s missions and
teams were assigned in that order.
It could take from four to five hours to change out a Supercharger and we just kept
moving from one aircraft to the next, until all of them were replaced. We also spent a
considerable amount of time in the aircraft’s wings repairing battle damage, replacing
fuel cells, and so on.
With the arrival of the “G” models, with the new electronic control systems,
Supercharger replacements pretty much came to an end and the battle damage at that time
was much lighter than before. It was about that time that I returned to the squadron to do
}?lectrical yﬁimenance and modify the “F” models with the new electronic Supercharger
systems.



Life in the Wing of a B-17

I arrived at Wendover Airfield on 3 June 1942 with the group of mechanics from
Yakima, Washington, as an Aircraft Electrician. I was assigned to the 368" Bomb
Squadron. ,

My first day on the flight line, M/Sgt Gunderson saw me and as I was a small, 5°5”, 112
pounds, he said “You are just the man I need, come with me”. He lead me to a spot
underneath the wing of a B-17. An access panel behind the #2 engine had already been
removed. The M/Sgt asked me if I was claustrophobic. “I don’t thinks so”, I replied, with
which he returned, “Well, we will find out real soon.”

Inside the opening you could see the aft wing spar and in that spar was an opening of
about 18” across the bottom, and 18” tall. There was a rib that ran diagonally from the
top corner to the bottom corner. The M/Sgt pointed to it and said, “That’s where 1 want
you to crawl through, that Supercharger has to be changed and somebody has to un-bolt it
from the top.” Pointing to some other men that were there, he said “The fellows will put
you up in there, then they will put the panel back on so you can lay on it. Don’t worry, I
will be right here.” And so they did, it was close but I was all right.

Then M/Sgt Gunderson said “ Put your arms straight up over your head to make your
shoulders as small as possible.” 1 did so and got my shoulders through, but, when I got in
up to my hips it was a little more trouble. I finally made it through and they took the
access panel back off of the wing. That was a little nicer as removing the panel allowed a
little more light and air circulation back in to the cramped space.

I was told to keep crawling through the space and I would eventually find more room to
move when I reached the Supercharger. Sure enough, when I reached it, there was
enough room for me to be able to turn around and put my feet toward the leading edge of
the wing.

They handed me the tools needed to remove the ducting and hold the bolts so the guys
underneath could remove the nuts and lower the Supercharger. It was really tight up in
there but I was doing fine. Once they let the Supercharger down and removed it, [ was
helped down and out of the wing through the empty space left behind. That’s when I
finally got a chance to walk around and get my blood circulating again. The procedure’s
reverse soon began as I was helped back up into the wing. Next came the new
Supercharger and I made all the required connections to complete the installation.

Now, to get back out of the wing, it meant reversing the procedure that had gotten me in
there in the first place. I had to turn around so my feet went out first so I would end up on
the access panel the correct way, then they removed the panel again and helped me down
and out of the wing.

We only changed out that one Supercharger while in the 368™ at Wendover, until we got
to Thurleigh and started the high altitude missions. Those missions were a strain on the
Superchargers and the control systems were undesirable causing many failures of them
on the “F” models.

About this time, maintenance realized we should go to a “specialized maintenance
concept” where teams doing one task could work on all the aircraft in the group, not
being restricted to one squadron. This would be a better utilization of available
manpower and improve the commission rate. [ think Bill Cavaness wrote an article about
this for the Echoes some time ago.



Page 2

There was a team from each squadron. Vigil- from the 367", Houghton- from the 368",
Evans- from the 369", and Bastida- from the 423". The order in which the
Superchargers were replaced was based on the priority of the next day’s missions and
teams were assigned in that order.

It could take from four to five hours to change out a Supercharger and we just kept
moving from one aircraft to the next, until all of them were replaced. We also spent a
considerable amount of time in the aircraft’s wings repairing battle damage, replacing
fuel cells, and so on.

With the arrival of the “G” models, with the new electronic control systems,
Supercharger replacements pretty much came to an end and the battle damage at that time
was much lighter than before. It was about that time that I returned to the squadron to do

Electrical Maintenance and modify the “F” models with the new electronic Supercharger
systems.
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