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] Hq 1st Bombardment Divieien,
‘'E TRACT AP0 657, 30 Ootober 1544,

I'g Is Under the provisions of Army Repulationg G00-45, 22 September 1943,
Y amonded, and purguant ta.nuﬂaqgiw,ﬁnntui_nnﬁ in letter, Hg Eighth Adr
roe, File 200,6, 23 September’ 1 44, eibjeot, "Awards and Decorationa”, the
TINGUISIED FLYING CROSS i8 miwarded to the following~namad Ufficers and

| @ [ o

M ae ‘ . ”
I} :"-i THEODORE C. HOOD 18167070, Toclnionl Sergeant, 423rd Bmﬂmmt
g,1EhunaEEE;'EEEEE'BEEEEEauant Group (H), Army Alr Foross, Unlted Gtates
Fsdpmy. For extracrdinary achiovement while sorving as Top Turret Gunner
198 n B-1T7 airplane on B mumbar of combat bombardment niggions ever Germany
C%end Gorman oooupied cowntries from 20 June 1844 to 27 Ootober 1944, o

x Tﬂ addrossy. 615 Dallas, San Antonio, Texas, .
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i, of Brigadior Genersl TURNER ¢

BARTLETT BEAMAY, !
Brigadier Genoral, U, Se Army,
Chief of Stafs,

RESTRICTED

[ — g
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- " BRESTRICTRD . , o L,
" Hg lst Borberdsent Divielom,=-

. GELZRAL OONZSS )

Sitege 557 ) © BXTRACT  APO 557,5 gctober  19UH,

ot

% Under tho provisisne of Arey Regulations BOO-L5, 22 Septerber 1943, oo

Eg.ﬁm“r and pureuant to outhority cunteined in letter, Hq Eighth Alr Force, Tile

&, 23 Septeibor 1944, pubject, "Awerds end Decorations", an OAX LEAF CLUSTER
tried for wour with the AIR MEDAI proviously awarded to the followlbg-namod

t “I‘Lﬂm Zulistud Mon, organicotions es indicated, Arrmy Alr Forces, United
8 Lrmy,
gy Oitobion: Tor neritorious aghiovenent while porticipating in susteined bome
“goozbit cperatlons over Geruany end Germen occupled countrien, The couregd, |
hoss and ekill dioployed by thess Officers and Enlisted Men upon these ogcne-

A %}. refloct great crodlf upon themselves and the Arcod Forces of the Unlted States.
L W ] L

{[1'1} ..w:&n‘barﬂmu:nt Group SH !.

LELDORR L‘-‘; HOD, 1315?{3?!'_':_, T,r":";zt. San Antonio, Texas, )
i -]

By conmarnd of Fajor Goneral WILLIAMS
EARTLETT REAMAN,

Brigndler Gonersl, U, 8, Army,
Chief of Staff,

BEETRIGCTED



. ' " RESTRICTED : ‘ e
‘ Hq 1st Bombardment Division,
NOMBER 268 )/ ¢ - EXTRACT APO 357, 22 August 194k,

4 % - Under the provisions of Army Regulatioas 600-45, 22 September 1943, as amended, and
fpdrsuant to authority contained in letter, Hq FEighth Air Force, File 200.6, 4 August 1944,
gubject, "Awards and Decorations", an QAK LEAF CLUSTER is awarded, for wear with the AIR

DAL previously awarded, to the rfollowing-named Officers and Enlisted llen, organizations
®g3indicated, Army Air Forces » United States Army.

Citaticn: For meritorious achievemont while participating in sustained bomber combat
erations over Germany and German occupied countries, The courage, coolness and skill
APleyed by these Officers and Enlisted Mep upon these occasions refleet gregt credit
gn therselves and the Armed Forces of the United States, )

) ppearans. * * 3

q.v") 306th Bombardment Group (H)
7

_// THEODORS .(\ 00D, 18157070, T/Sgt. San Antonio, Texas,
2 ' '

" . S

= 3 *

BARTLETT BEAMAM,
Brigadier General, U, S, Army

PATS PoJONGN, AR, Chief of Staff.
_‘,.- ' :gblonel)’jx;fco D .y ’

gofd jutant General, RESTRICTED .
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A - RESTRIGT &
INERAL OHDERS ) ' - Hg 1lst Bombardment Division,
{EFF ) EXTRACT - PO 557, 11 dugust  19uh

wp Urder the provisions of Army Regulations 600-45, 22 September 1963, a3 amended, and
Elrsuant to authority contained in lotter, Hg Fighth idr Force, Fils 200.4 » b August 194
impiect, "iwards ang Decoraticns", an QMK LEAF CLUSTER 4is awarded, for wear with the AIR
QEDAT, previously awarded, to the fellowing-named Officers ang Enlisted Men, organizatiorns
“® Indicated, Army Alr Forces » United States jrmy,

¢ Libation: For meritorious achievement while participating in sustained bomber combat,
gPtrations over Germany and German occupied cquntries, The cournge, coolness and sidll
‘Ts:plﬂ:red by these Officers and Inlisted Men upon these oeceagions reflect great credit
3 bhemselves and the Armod Forces of the United States,
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THEODORE & HOCD, 1815707075, Antonie, Texas,
: o e (X
AMS
. BARTLETT BEAMAN,

E-l‘iﬂﬁ-diﬂr G-Enerﬁl, |1 Ei M‘T]]JI',
Chief of Stafr,
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Eig}m V = v g 1a% Borbardment _inv{;ﬂim,
¥ BXTRACT 40 357,10 July - 19kL,

conteined in Jetter, Ilg Eichth Ar Povée, Tile 200,61 June A9k,
eot, “Awards and DocoratdonsV, the AI0 MEDAL 1a awarded to the Tellowing-named 0ffisers

s Under the provisions of drmy Regulationa 600-45, 22 LE:thmhar:fl_E,!;}:'i_ 23 amonded, and.
usnt to nuthority
Ml o __ [
A Enliated Jon, arganisations na dnlioated, frmy i Foreos, \nited States Army,

Citation: Por maptidm:l‘l.ly. mari'tm-iaua‘anhiwucrrr:nt while paﬁtipipatirb; in u_ustﬂmd
oF oomat oporations over enemy cocupiol Contincntal Europe, The courage, coolnasa

akill displayol by these Officers onl Enlisted Men Upon ‘these oecasions reflect grent
1t upon themsolves and the Jmed Foroes of tho United Statas, . : - -

+ + - i +
{]!I,.?ﬂ . _i{;lﬁth Sombordment Grous I:I_fl i
. _HOOD, 18157070, S/Sgt. gan Antonio, Texas.
) ok + i + $
Sy comiand of Major Cenoral WILLI/HS:
: -y BARTLETT BEAMAN,
QH Irigodier General, 1, 3, Army,
q“l ' ' Chief of stafre,
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Stepping into the important boots of
the flight engimneer and top gunner of
a B=17 for an air battle over Germany

TR - e e T
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urable Dora came off the tar-
D get area looking like & com-
muter's last month’s train ticket.
She had stopped a lot of flak—all
the Japs could throw—and ma-
chine-gun slugs had pock-pock-
poci:ed their way up and down tho
deep-bellied length of her fuselage.
Yot she flew steadily for 2 14 hours
back to her base for a perfeet
landing!

That episode was not unusual.
Our planes have been hurt even
more badly by enemy fire yet they
have managed to come in, as the
pilots say, “on a wing and a
prayer.” Last month & Liberator
returned with 2,100 bullet holes.
Another bomber in a subsequent
raid lost square yards of wing
covering and had its landing gear
blasted away, yet it bellywhop-
pered to safety in an English cab-
bage patch. Then thero was that
B-17 in the African campaign
which got in the way of a flaming
Messerschmitt. The Nazi plane
was destroyed on impact,but the
crash ripped open the fuselage of
the American bomber the way o
clumsy angler might gut & fish.
Nevertheless, she completed her
mission and bedgehopped home

_under reduced speed.

Instances like these might be
cited endlessly from official
sources. Frequently ourships have

by SIGMUND SAMETH

» ARTICLE »

had control surfacesshotaway and
rudder cables sheared by gunfire,
yet they lived to fly again. Ono
Fortress wheezed home with only
ounces of oil in her lubricating
system. Another had a jagged
hole in the fin big enough for a
man dressed in flying togs to crawl
through. As for the multi-motored
ship which sidles to 2 lending with
only a single engine revving—
that's no longer novelty enough
to rate newspaper mention.

How do they do it? What magie
keeps our bombers ig the air long
after their crews, by every rule in
the book, should have signalled
“Mayday! Mayday!"” and hit the
silk?

The answer lies partly in a
thousand refinements of design.
Even more important is a person-
ago .known as Mr. Fixit—the
flight engineer who is a combat
crew member of every medium
and heavy bomber in the A.A.F.

He is the one who purses the
last precious flying minutes out of

& erippled ship. He decides how

much strain the wings of a stricken
bomber can and cannot stand.
‘When something goes wrong it is
his job to make repairs during
flight and if, for any reason, that
is impossible, he has to know how
to limp along anyway ‘“‘on shoe-
string and spit.” Pilots may fly
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our big ships but it is Mr. Fixit
who keeps their engines purring
like tiger kittens.

Although he wears the silver A

wings which are the badge of all
flying personnel, the flight en-
gineer is an enlisted man, gener-
ally a technical sergeant. His
chevrons are outranked by an

officer’s bars yet at certain times }
.he can and does tell his superiors
what to do. Nor does he mince }

words over military etiquette when

his ship—to which ten men have- |

yoked- their lives—is jeopardized.

Fellow crew members from lieu- |
tenant colonels down follow his }.

recommendations willingly.

{ Mechanical aptitude tests which
are given Lo every new recruit
help to locate prospective flight
engineers. These men the Army

drills for solid months in practieal }-
Aerial Mechanical Engineering. |
Merely to list the topics covered |-
would take more pages than this |
article. Itis the finest trainingof f

its kind in the world.

For one thing Mr. Iixit has to }

understand 200-odd aircraft in-
struments inside and out. Nor

does this mean that he can trust j

them implicitly all of the time, for
even they sometimes go awry.

Therefore he must be ready to |

cope with every quirk of the grem-

lins as did the anonymous hero of }
an apochryphal Hangar Tale who ¢
smashed the glass of a faulty oil |

gauge and with his fingers pulled

‘the pointer up from *“Zero” to}

“Full.”
The flight engincer must know

i3

inch by inch the miles of electri- {
cal, hydraulie, oxygen, fuel, and
oil systems. He must be familiar

with the complex web of control }

cables . . . pneumatio equipraent
...flaps . ..landing gear . . . de-

jcers and anti-icers. He must(

understand the ticking of tho en-
gines better than the beating of
‘his own heart. He is responsible
for every fixture of the ship from

wing-tip lights to the last locknut |

on the bomb shackles in her belly.
Ten cats couldn’t catch a rut in
the vitals of a heavy bomber, but

a misplaced cotter pin wouldn’t

reeann the_flicht enrineer,

\__n.\ .
ratiaheGes 2

t,

JE T

. vas e

R



to expand, During the

they “th'row" 2 ﬁn%gmi'st o;) fzf)ﬁf
- cating oil which settles in every

nook and cranny and on the most

1naccessible engine and fuselago

i surfaces._ For the flight engineer-
to-be this means wiping
- p oo —

. ..and

wiping . . . and wiping . . . and
tinore “wiping. No mother ever

.knew her baby the way & grease
‘monkey knows a B-17.,

In timo an apprentice mechanie
:wipes his way up to be a ground
.erew chief,but beforo he ean be-
‘como a flight ongineor he has
! turther hurdles to pass. Not only
‘must he bo in tiptop physical
shapo but ho must be immune to
that unfortunate malady. known
ias airsickness. With his largoe share
i of responsibility it would be dis-
tastrous if he should fold up and
i turn 'palo green whenever things
bounce-around a bit.

i Mr. Fixit must also be a Dead-
“eve Dick with the ealibre 50's for
+he acts as top’ gunner during

battle. Against enemy fighters our”’
. most effective action is to dive our
heavies into the attack force. This
inereases the rate of closure and
throws off the fighter's line of
sight. It also gives the top gunner
. —alias flight ongineer—a chance
to get o erack at the opposition
both coming and going. Behind a

: machine gun as well a8 a monkey
‘ wrench Mr. Fixit does a man-
i sized job.

t It you doubt it, step into his
| flecee-lined flying boots. The date

. is loday. The place, a dispersal
" point at a British airdrome where
. a flight of B-17's squat on their

i fat tires awaiting taxi time.(En-

gino Three has been worrying you
s0 you've been up for two hoursin
the pre-dawn darkness sweating
¢t out with the ground crow.)Now
© the big Cyelone is roaring to suit

7 your practiced ear. The Skipper

¢ and co-pilot have just left Briefing

i and your fuel man is topping off
% the wing tanks with the last pint |

of high octano thoy can ecarry.
Scared, pal? 8o are we all, but

- m— -

from England, every man works
{ every mile of the way.

You are flying in the second
Y olement of the high squadton of

this is the wrong day to think |
about it. On a bombing mission |

tho high group in a three-group |

combat wing. The Fortresses have
formed and aseended without
trouble. There are no fighters and ¢
{ little flak as you oross the coast '
1 heading deep into Germany. From
your Sperry turret in the roof of|
the ship you sweep a continuous

‘| are of 180 degrees. !
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Things g il forty

mim;tes from target when the t...

manifold pressure on Ni umbor Four

engine drops to twelve and s
' tays he IBomber
there. Tho radioman hops upstairs 1 Jrom page 51

to swing your guns. You clip on

yourwalk-around oxygen and con-
fer with the Skipper.

Turbo control—try jiggling.
Now manipulate throttle control
... fucl mixture . . . B.P.M. . « .«
cowl flaps. Still no rise. Either
the turbo regulator or the turbo
itself is gone.

“Keop her revving anywsay,”’
you advise the Skipper. “She
won’t hold us back much.”

Grimly you reflect that a feath-
ered prop is an invitation to en-
emy fighters. This i8 no Slmfla,y
ride. You must stay in formation,
for stragglers go down fighting.

Twelve minutes off the target
the belly gunner sces yellow-nosed
Focke-Wulfs swarming up from
their base at Abbeville. They’re
manned by the toughest surviving
flyers of the Luftwaffe.

sThree o’clock,” calls the belly
gunner, “‘a gillion of them.”

“Pilot to combat crew. Pilot to
combat crew. Hold your hats,

\ girls, and give ‘em hell.” o
Two FW-190's are boring 1n,
their Oerlikon 20 mm. fixed can-
non coughing. You bracket the
leader in your ring sights and, as
he clears you, get a long squirt
into his belly. Another fighter
peels off. You hemstitch him, Here
comes yot another from the quar-

@ ter you've been assigned to pro-

tect. In this tight formation Forts
can give better than they get. Al-
ready you've chalked up three
probables.

You are on the receiving end
too, mainly from their 7.9's which
rattle through the fuselage like
. gravel in & tin dishpan. Three en-
gines are still putting out but it
looks as though the No. Two prop
governor has been damaged. In-
wardly you bless the self sealers
and make a mental note to set the
fuol transfer valves from the now
feathered engino. The platform
under your feet is ineh deep with
empty cartridge cases.

Now the FW's fall away and—
whether you live to do it a bun-
dred times, this is the one sicken-
ing minute of the mission—the
final soconds of target approach
during which the bombardier flies
the ship straight and level, giving

the ack-ack a dead shot chance at
you. There is nothing to do but
wait for the one with your name—
if it comes. You peer overside for
a view of the German landscape

. your block busters as they leave

mended. The sky is alive with}
ugly brown mushrooms of smoke
and steol creeping closer as the}
ground gunners try to get your
range. At 20,000 feet the flak is
thick enough to walk on! ‘

Above the battle din you hear }
the dull metallic serape made by [

their cradles. They hang suspended |t
for an instant in the open bays be- |b
fore nosing down and plummeting
towards the target. The ship goes
into violent evasive action and
you clear your guns for the F\V’s }i
which have probably reformed |i
and are waiting for you as you |/
come off the target.

Almost at the same moment
something big hits the ship a dull '
blow in the left wing. You sec a |
hole blossom as the slip stream |.
tears at the metal covering., The }
ship sags appreciably. The pilots
wrestle with the controls to keep
the vibrating B-17 out of a spin.
Number Two engine is running
wild and the dash controls are so
shot up that it can't be stopped
immediately. This means fire. You
are out of formation now and
dropping fast through two strata {
of clouds to 6,500 feet. In the},
richer, lower air the flames fan |
out but Number T'wo extinguisher |
seems to be functioning. If only ¢
you can stick it out for ten min- |
utes longer you can raise the }
English coast instead of ditehing
at sea. ,

And you do!

You cross the coast at 3,000
feot with Sparks sending QbA's.
Two miles inland another piece of
wing flies off and the ship starts to
lie down. The Skipper circles a
stretch of flat agricultural land.
The wheels are down and checked
as an approach is made. Imme- |f
diately on contact tho right tire
begins to flatten, but the ship is
kept upright with left brake and
Number Four engine—the only |
one now unfeathered. You grind |
to & stop and pile out through the ¢
escape hatech, wriggling free of
your parachute. Five words which
you've read a hundred times on |
the bulletin board outside of Oper-
ations now have o new and won-
drous significance for you. Five
more beautiful words have never
existed in the English language
than:

“All our planes relurned
safely,’’ H# /

—r

- which__Baedecker never recom-

-\‘——-/
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3-23-81
Russell A. Strong,

This is about all I have to send. Pulling out 9 months, 39 years ago
is hard to do. Had we known then what we know now think of the records

we could have matained.

Best of luck,

oy,

Theodore C. Hood
6107 Ridgecrest Drive
Little Rock, AR. 72205

8th AF HS Membership # 8012



]

\ ok

81nce last summer they have been trickling
back . .. with rows of ribbons under their wings,
foreign service stripes, and the shoulder patch
with the 8" between the spread wings of the
Air Forces emblem. Too few of us know either
the marking or its meaning,

The 8th Air Force began with the first few
Flying Forts sent to England in early 1942...
proved that precision bombing by day was
practical—and deadly...fought with the R.A.F.
500 miles deep in Fortress Europc despite
40,000 anti-aircraft guns, Focke-Wulfe fighters

_«+.and sickening losses to the original group.

With 1943 came reinforcements; but the
Ploesti oilfields cost 54 bombers, the two
Schweinfurt raids 96. Before the year’send, 60%
of the flying personnel were dead, wounded,

|_

A ¢ ' When D Day came, American armies

2 Y
4 7
-

0

{7

-

listed as missing, prisoners of war. Atits peak
in Spring 1944, the 8th lost in one fateful week
in February 170 bombers, downed 548 German
fighters, broke the back of the vaunted Luftwaffe.

In a year of hard, persistent fighting, the
8th battered the German war machine
and its industries, shriveled Nazi nerves.

never met the full strength of the mighty
Wehrmacht, but an enemy weakened by
disorganized communications and supply lines,
What most Americans fail to realize is that
the 8th Air Force saved the lives of hundreds of
thousands of doughboys, shottened the European
war by perhaps a year . . . earned more,
decorations and citations than any other
military unit in history, as well as our
undying gratitude. Watch for-the 8th
shoulder patch and honor the men
who so proudly wear it!

QRLIN ¢ /w/ o "/
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NAME: _E0ND, TFECDORE . RaN: | m/BRE. UL AS. N, 18167970
DUTY; _ perisl Empinsar (:ROUP:_H06th 5 UADRON;  4e5ra
Dute Group | Indiv. T Total
of Mission lisailon | . oT *Tde | Combat
ligaiun Number] Hunber Tar :cte Tima
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&06th Bomb. Gp. (H)




HEADQUARTERS 306TH DRBARDUENT @B (H) A
: office of the Commanding Officer
i lnited States Forces
i ' APO BT,
1 24 Hoyewber, 1944,

To Whom it may Cougernd

1., Technical Serpeant THEODORE C., HOOD, 18157070 has completed 283.06 hours
of Combat Flying na an Asrial Englneer, He hag completed & Sotal of thirty-five (35)
combat misslons snd is credited with m additionsl rdssions, During the course of
a5 missions he destroyed no Hnsmy Aqreralt and hus been d ecoruted or is eligible for
the following decorations:

Air Madal . Six Missions

2#% Leaf Clustsr Twelve Lijssionsg

Qak Leafl Cluster Eightoan Missions
Oak Laaf Cluster Mwenty=-Tour Missions
Distinguished Flying Cross , Thirty Uissions

2. Sergeant Hood's porformamce of duty ls rated by his Coumsnding Off er
Excallent, 7
Sz

L, g 7 R s
;’f? JRIES 3. oH, /ﬁ{
Colonol, Air Corps,
Communding «



HEADQUARTTRS (G265 )
AL STATIOR 111

AP0 557
SFEIALU‘HDEI-EE
NREER 288 + EATRACE 5

: 2, UF: of AR 35—143'3' and 1.1:‘1 accordince . wit-h inatructions cnn‘haﬂ.‘md

By in RAF Hug 35-29, dd 20 ¢ 1:1:;, 1943, the fol nuned EM, orgns indicated, are
hereby required ta par t.iniﬁat.e in reqular and frecuent cerlal fliphts, off
this dato, and will ves d-n:u'. on snid stotus untdl mld"by cuapatant‘ mﬂ:h
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| Sicgfried Batlcfig
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(e Pﬁmts in Lme
Blitzed in Advance
Of Bradley Troops |

‘l—- #Hq

SHAEF, Sept. 8 [H:tur.:r}—'me battle of the Siegfried line is on,

First announced blows were siruck today by powerful formunlions of
| Allied bombers mnalnu ahead of Lt Gen, Omar N, Bradiey's "blacked-
| o™ iarmies,

,;- As unofticial n:pum that Germany has been invacled, that Germany has
e ~been shelled, that Luxembourg has been entered ful.ll.‘:ﬂ in from n
.ﬁ quarters, Flying Fﬂrtr:ﬁu wers raining hl!h Hi]ﬂm ves on Korlsrule dn

[.udmgﬂuum key towns in ﬂm chain of delenses 1o which Hitler s pinning
| his-1ast hope,

| Forts and Libs Hit [ vansc ot o A o

| mﬂm Tt the Ahing Sondith
Three Rhine Cities r::“{:!-{::méa.u.m o

Gierman |
| Up 1o 750 Ii':ll'u-r.uu m? Lm;mE lnn 'nlq has been halding - o
A tors, eseocied medlivim forces o eyeral f‘:l:'l'.l. .
T aﬁmfqummm
{?'HN and l-:u-!m en inthe Rhine- P51u escoricd the

{aid. ns hnmﬂ:l"ﬂnull_r :

Tha feied Ling erosses the Rhine
HRE'I- :Iimll'?u- i ; :E: ol Iinrlmh

{ s ane g pf{m“

= ;nrdlh that ares. A few hours hefore the |
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28 March 1981

Dear Tad:

Many thanks for the materials which you sent along., I think
I'1l be able to use some of that Ernie Pyle stuff in Echoes
at some future date.

It would be most helpful if others were as conscientious,

I am attaching a copy of our "Search List", which includes
names that have been found with a Wy 11 hometown appendsd,
This is where we begin looking for people. Could you take a
%ouk at the Arkansas list and see what you might be able to
ind,

We really know where Gerald Stroud is, and as he is & mental
case have not pressed to get an address.

If you should come up with one or more who are deceased, I
would like to know date and plecew

Sincerely yours,



d67th, 368th, 365th, 423rd Squadrons, and service arganizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — Seprember 1942-Apeil 1045
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B April 1981
Dear Ted:
Thanks for the information on Euthran} and the other material.

1 would appreciate it very much if you would call Mrs. W. H.
Pool and find out when her husband died. He was 369th statis-
ticel officer, and transferred out of the 306th 19 Aug 43 to
the 102nd Provisional Combat Wing. He would be about gl YBATS
old now, if living.

Of course, there is always the chance they are divorced, but
probably not.

As to the piece by Chaplain Poletti, I have had & copy of it
for several years that he sent me. I hud Lhuught T woule pake

use of it at some time, but have done nothing about it, But I
need more materiamsl in the Future for Echoas.

Chaplain Poletti died last December.

I appraciate yq&% great intersst and help.

'Einnﬂrﬂiif;uﬁ;;'

A |

Huagﬁi A. Strong




6A Arkansas Democrat--Saturday, October 14, 1978
UEATHS / FUNERALS

W. Pool

W. Herbert Pool 69 of Apt. 157 West Park Meadows, a retired accountant with

Russell Brown Co. , died Friday. Mr. Pool was a member of the first Christain Church
Arkansas Bar Association, veteran of WWIT and was a Captain in the Air Force.
Surviving are his wife, MrslaVern Bradsher Fool, and a sister, Mrs Gladys Atkins

of Little Rock. Graveside services will be at 3:30 PM today at the First Christain
Church by the Rev. Dan Kemner. Burial will be in Rest Hill Cemetery by Griffin

Leggett Healey Roth. Memorials may be made to the First Christain Church Memorial
Fund.

ussell,

The paper copy was too faded to send, but the above is as written in the COpY.
I talked to Mrs Pool and she told me that he was in England and was in the
Air Force, and was a statistical officer. But that was all she could remember.

Sooo! this must be him.

g[/’? Mrs. Pool's present address.
) Bood Mrs. W. H. Pool

37 1 Road
4’””9-' 3! Elgglﬁ:ﬁ AR. 72202




8 April 1981

Dear Ted:s

Thanks for the information on Cothran, and the other material,
I would appreciate it very much if you would call Mrs, W, H.
Pool and find out when her husband died, He was 369th statis-
tical officer, and transferred out of the 306th 19 Aug 43 to
the 102nd Provisional Combat Wing. He would be about 8l years
old now, if living.

Of course, there is always the chance they are divorced, but
probably not, . ‘

As to the piece by Chaplain Poletti, I have had a copy of it
Por several years that hs sent me., I had thought I would make
use of it at some time, but have done nothing about it., But 1
need more material in the future for Echoes.

Chaplain Poletti died last December.

1 appreciate your great interest and help.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A, Strong



306TH BOMB GROUP SEARCH LIST

In general, these are WWII hometowns, as listed in Army records. Searches should
begin at these towns, through phone books, newspaper files, veterans' records,
etc. For additional help in other places, contact Russell A, Strong, 2041 Hills-
dale, Kalamazoo, MI 49007, or call (h) 616/344-G465 or (o) 616/383-6160.,

ALABAMA

« dirmingham - Louis A. Dabney, Marvin F. Gilmore, Ev=G.—hHanes, Comadora Miller,
Jerome B. Siegel.
*Einore - James T. Harrison
‘Goodwater - Robert E. Habors
*Greensboro - Benjamin T. Compton
rGreenville - William 5. Bedsole
‘ropewell - Albert . MCMahon
+Lanette - Curtis M. Barber
Hobile - John P. Elzen
+Piedmont - Walter €. Turner

ARTZONA

*disbee - Hugh F. Smith

“duckeye - Lee Allen Prugh

-Canada - James E, Hunt v o

*Phoenix - Lyle V. Edwards, Stanley N. Kisseberth, George L. Matthews, R. Navin-,
ger, Mason ilovinger, Albert G. Smith, Flayd Williams, Jr. 2

vSafford - Epifanci F. Campos

«Tucson - Paul J. George

vWinslow - Richard L. Hesser, Raymond A. Ohm

ARKANSAS - (501)

Arkadelphia - Jack Wood
Benton - Billy H. Drennan
England - Woodrow Williams
Aoily Grove - Thomas R. Hill
liope - Othal Woodall, Jr.
Little Rock - (Harman Coffirany John H. Dexter,(William H. Pool)

Monticello - Wm. RO Gr L5 Listed as W.H. Pool, Mrs.
fashville - Joe G. Ross I did not call, as this
Uzark - Carl 5. Hays listing here is usualy

Plomerville - Gerald Stroud Herman Cothran that of a widow.
*5iloam Springs - Emmett W. Ford 4315 N. Maple
*Springdale - James K. Tippin North Little Rock, AR. 72118

Swifton = J. R. Strother
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4-1-81

Dear Russell,

A few days ago I sent you a picture of my aircraft, the Solid Sender.
At that time I did not know the names of the Crew Chief or his assistant.
I ran into Herman Cothran here in Little Rock who knew them.
Crew Chief Joe Terrana
Asst C/C Aliello (Last name only, hope spelling is correct)

Herman was in the 423BS for 39 months and has a very good memory of things
at that time. I have given him a membership application to the 8th AFHS.
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b Reveremd Jobm F, Cronin, 5.5, was
roceptly apnnounced a8 oone of the win-
ners ob the Palsg Post-VWar Emplrﬂl,'nmnr.
Awards Tor Jius manuseript on o workable
anel practical basis for the solution of
JemsLwar :'mpln'fmmﬁ prnlrh:m-q in Amers
i D Coroomin was born ab Glens Falls
. Y mudicd o Holy Cross College.
Wisrcester, Mass, and ohtzined his docs
gorate from the Caholic Univeifig, He

ix the nuthar of Eronootics and Er:lr.'a'.f!].l
ancd several pamphlets.

P Lea Egan, whoe writes the second in
the series Malders of Ofincen, 13 a grad-
uzte of Syrocwse University, dass of
1928, For the pnst fourteen years e has
been busy eovering pelitics in Mew York
atl Washiingron, fivst for the Brooklyn
Eagie il later for the New York Times.
As o political tepomer he hos had a
|'|.'|r'|in|.Ii|:r?|'!.' fine rq:-p-crr:uninl.' i olhserve
sl trave the formation of puldic opin-
ien in New York and ather pans of the
Uaited States ansd o mote the weclinigues
vonphoyed 1o influcnce i

P Capenin Adrvinn Polewd, Chaplain o
a Flving Footress unit of the Eighth Air
Force, was born in Union Chey, M. T.
[le berame a Passiondse in 1928, Prior w
jening the Army, e was an assisianc at
A Joseph’s Monastery. Choreh, Balu-
more, MM T his aricle just veceivesd
from Engiamd, he telis of the life of our
aimen o Biitain, the wen who are
banbing the Mazi strongliolds in Europe,

F James B, Connolly, whowe :ll:l:nhi.-rlg
taphy Sea-feorne; Hnrr;r]-mn dAvoyaging
bs pust been pablished, needs e ino-
fuctinon as the aothor of (HETI shirt
stories amd baeeks dealing with life at
sep. His stovies hove appeared in fed
Honk, ].ﬁlrpe'r'f. Caolliers, Serehmer’s,
Srturday Evewing Posf, et Flis neost
revenl novel was Master Maviner: Life
mied Foynges of Amasa Delana,

P Drassil Fizgerald reourns this momty
with pwother Crandpa Casey story, When
Armerica entered the las war, Mr. Fites
gerald was a sophomore at Boston Col-
lege. He became a private in the Fighe-
ing Irish Winth of the 26h Divisien.
Ending his military service in 1904, he
compleied his undergraduate course an
tee University of Arizona and ook his
AMA, at Stanford. Followed a eareer of
teaching and writing. His storics have
appeared in the Atlaniie, Collier's, etc.

Wi‘-‘huusluw Place, Union City, N. 1.
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ADRIAN POLETTI, C.I, CHAPPLAIN

D.'I.i*».'filill. never mnule o saint. Mo
iloes o war cver make the (Joar
wimaster Corps dsoe G Lo hiobes, Any
ihaplain wan tell yoit thar. I's Juis
Dwsiness to kawow, Ban B osay s for the
vl e mien avtend charch here
than laek home, More msen here oot
Canil in oy thelr |1i:||1:. i is  Ervie
ik dn the Swes. Ty e war
hrinmgs e cliser i Caod Bon s s
vernin:  many a awian bere i oasking
imasedl, what's  the real purpose ol
laiie?

| s :Jril':ll;lill il o USAAT Bennilscy
Mugion b Englaned, Day alter day 1
see my men dake odl on their 'I;|n|1|l,|-i4m
WHSHIEEE  OWET l"lll"l:i['l'l'. |'l:|:,' alier 1[.11',-
Iosvain Bior aliew foo redurn. Counding
e planes. Cosinting the men. Some
iy lI1|::,' dbon't all comse back,

Bmewhere in the skics taps soundesd
for ahemi—eiernal waps. But they were
veady, It's goosl a0 be able w write o
a widow or o mother, “He was ready,”

in England

Tk Tasee people lien wasnder i1
ticse are just oweeids,  roastine wordls
written o give consolatien. A Cocholic
Claplain Liows the noh of what he
writes, A i pives i comsolation
il chiiRiragement e be alle o write
[

Here s why the Chaplain gan wiite
whay T cbiwes Here ds why he koaws
it ihese young men whoo yesi the
clinmls  wee pendly e woandder  inin
Heswesi, Tere i oan aversge,  aypical
woeek at this averuge  wvpleal  aichielki
svmewhere in Englawd, ithe homefiell
ool this Besbardment Groap,

Srevrdwy—Lindess theve lappens o b
i bviliong imission g Sumnday marning,

A Chaplain tells of our men

who fly the skies over invaded

Europe—their hopes and fears
G677
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Cup, Poletti eees off walst goeoaners Sgr, Noreld Theramn of
hmalin, Moo, woed 3080, Heennrd Bupp of Faol dn Lae, i

CEEIY L i e e is Tree in ativanl
services, We oare loriomine e Jeive o
permancol chapel. [ is well Tormisdeed
sl mecoanmmkites Toor handeed. i
i s gonveniently locaed in othe oo
||||u|il'|.' siter, amy  old  lwsar RLETLR IR
s in you will Gl an Jocast one i
] k|11.'|.'li|:||.l; thiere, ]:Iru'l:rill.j{. |]|i||ki||-rr|.
Massas aan ."i-1||||I:|T TR e ar el
atpd eleven) Prolcsiant services are ai
winsthiviy, boo all, over seven Tuobred
man  arteanl  chorch on Soodkay, The
Jewisl scrvices are cendboucied on S
llhlilr AT,

Abeey ilinmer on Sunday, 1 retiin
the ol Tor abesit three foors. Some
of the men find it dificult o g
araund  during the week, so there s
:|.|.'r|'l1|.'.'|. a numbiér of callers. About four
1 gO aver i an nngjnuring wie veheeli
is. without » Catholic Chaplain.  For
the pase wen momihis 1 have been say
ingg Blnss for them on Sunday evenings
attenclanes B over two bupdred.  Bee
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sides being the "hardest working men
in the army, the engineers are also
excellent cooks. After supper and a
word with the men, the jeep is headed
for home. ‘

Monday—Monday morning I am
awakened at four and laconically told,
“Briefing at five.” The Chaplain of a
Bomber Group has for his first con-
cern the welfare of the combat crews.
For that reason he attends every briel-
ing—that is where the crews are told
what their target for the day is, are
shown maps and pictures of it, and
receive information and instructions
for the raid. It may come at any time,
but is usually early in the morning.
The men like to see, the Chaplain
there. Even though some never go to
church themselves, they fcel his pray-
ers will help see them through. Again
they know that the Chaplain, if he
voluntarily gets out of a warm bed at
three or four in the morning to be
with them and wish them “God Speed,”
is interested in their welfare. Many re-
ciprocate that interest.

Following the briefing 1 sce the
Catholic men, hear the conlessions of
any who wish to go, and give them all
Communion. If anything does happen
they are prepared to meet their God,
and thus they set out all the better
equipped to do the job; they fear
nothing, have free and easy minds, and
can give their undivided auention to
the work at hand. I can vividly remem-
ber a pilot named Cascy who flew a
ship named Banshee. He used to be one
of the first to see me alter bricfing.
However, the morning of the first Ham-
burg raid he got up late and did not
have time to receive before leaving. We
lost several ships that day, and when
I saw Casey that evening he said, “Boy,
did I sweat that one out! Saw ships
going down all around me and all 1
could think of was, My number’s up
and I didn't \go 1o Holy Communion
this morning’; 1 could hardly keep my
mind on flying the ship. But from now
on you'll sce me every time” Casey
made seventeen raids, finally going
down over Bremen; he is now a P. W.

After Communion the men go out
to their ships to check the guns, bombs,
instruments, and motors. Fifteen min-
utes before take-off they taxi out of
the dispersal areas and linc up at the
end of the main runway. Zero hour and
the first ship opens its throttles, darts
down the ramp and up into the morn-
ing sky. At thirty-second intervals the
rest follow; huge four-engined birds
weighing twenty-five tons, carrying a
crew of ten, tons of bombs, and brist-
ling with guns. As each plane thunders
by, the Chaplain waves “good luck” to
the crew and gives them oconditional
absolution. They gain altitude, fall in-

to formation, and come back over the
field in a final salute. With their noses
pointed woward Germany they are off
to annihilate another part of the Nazi
war niachine. I return to the chapel to
say the seven o'clock Mass, remember-
ing especially those who are oft fighting
in the skies to protect our freedom
ol religion.

The planes will be gone anywhere
from four to eight hours, during which
time you say an occasional prayer that
they will all be back; the men call
this time “sweating out the ships.”
About fiftcen minutes before they are
due back, the ground crews, fire trucks,
ambulances, and trucks to pick up the
crews, gather at the edge of the field.
All eyes scan the horizon, some even
have binoculars. Right on the minute
the formation appears, grows larger
until the individual planes can be
counted. The onc question is, “Are
there any missing?”

Over the field they come in perfect
formation. H any have wounded
aboard, they fire a flare, come right in
for a landing, and are met by an am-
bulance with the Chaplain and doctor.
The formation circles and comes over
again, only the second time as it
reaches the center of the ficld the
planes peel off onc alter the other to
come in for a landing. As they took
off, so they land—at thirty-second in-
tervals. Ground crews begin servicing
the planes at once. A good hot meal is
waiting for the tired crews; they are
then interviewed by intelligence offi-
cers, and another raid is over.

I have seen the procedure over a
hundred times, yet it is an awe-inspir-
ing sight whose thrill does not wear
off, but continually fills one with pride
that he is even a small part of this
great American show. Everyone is in

> In prosperity our friends know
us; in adversity we kuow our
friends.

—CHURTON COLLINS

4

high spirits tonight because the photo-
graphs show all our bombs hit the
target; all our ships returncd, and
not even onc man was wounded. They
may be up early ag:nin tomorrow morn-
ing or they may not take off till after-
noon, all depending on the weather. If
it is “ceiling zero” they will have ground
school. Such is life with the bombers.
Tuesday—Tuesday morning we are
up at three-thirty; breakfast, and then
briefing at four-thirty. All is in readi-
ness for the take-off when the mission
is “scrubbed” at scven because of the
weather. All the hours of preparation
go for nothing. This is one of the

THE *J SIGN

most trying things for the crews,
namely, the many times they get up
and put in several hours’ preparation
and tension only to have it scrubbed
at the last minute. (I recall one week
last winter when the men got up six
consecutive mornings at four hoping
for a break in the weather, which never
came; but they made up for it the next
weck by going out five times) This
morning most of the combat men po
back to bed. The ordnance men who
were out "bombing-up” from twelve 10
four and have been in bed only a few
hours, are now called out again to
unload. The planes are never el
standing with live bombs. I return 10
the chapel to say Mass, at which at-
tendance on weekdays averages fiftcen.

Later in the morning I visit the Jos-

Jpital and spend some time with ihe

men there. There are thirty-two taday.
Nearly all had mild cases of the flu; in
casc of anything serious the men are
immediately sent to the general hos
pital some miles away, where they re-
ceive every carc and attention. 1 try
to visit the general hospital once
week. In the alternoon 1 answered
scveral letters from anxious parents in-
quiring about their sons who have been
reported missing. Usually nothing can
be added to what they already know,
but sympathy is expressed. and very
often some personal information con-
cerning the soldier when he was at
this ficld can be given that helps alle-
viate the burden of waiting for definite
news.

This evening we had our weekly
Religious Discussion Group. This is a
rather new venture here. In the severai
weeks of its existence the interest man-
ifested and the questions asked point to
a revival of a religious attitude ol mind.
The topic of discussion was “The Eng-
lish Reformation.” Next week it will be
“Religion in Germany.”

Wednesday—The weather has cls.cd
in so there will be no flving today; the
men will have ground school. 1 visited
the linc this morning, also several of
the shops. The men are always glad to
see you and pass the time of day. Some
take the opportunity to ask about some
personal problem or to make an ap-
poinument to sce you privately. I gave
two instructions in the alternoon 10
men preparing for Baptism; also had
several other callers. Concerning per-
sonal interviews, they average about
six a day here,

What do thc men see the Chaplain
about? Here are some of the typical
examples: Some want to make arrange-
ments to get married; others wish to
discuss the advisability of entering the
married state at this particular time
(4 per cent of this group have gotien
married since coming to England).
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Many want him to wriwe their folks o
say they are going 1w church or in per-
fect healilh, and they often sy, “Mother
will Lielieve von and won't worry.” A
fewe have asked me to write theie wives
or sweethearts hack  homie do assure
them that their men are ali they loped
am believed them to he.

Ome of the st common guesions
from the pround personnel i, "What
comt I do o bewome & guiimer @0 &
Fortressd 1 come over heve to Bghr”
Seane want information aboul eonting-
ing their  studies  through  exiension
coigses o7 @ recommendation far (LOS,
Connlaat meent olten bring  arcaml o
Jenier or soime personal efivct with e
request that if anything should happen
i them, it be sent w their folls Off
cers nften ask the Chaplain's opinion
ghout an individual or the morale of
e men or o give o talk o their men,
(e man wlo came an today said e
fiad never been baptized, in face, didn’e
Loow -apything  abowt  veligion  but
thought it was a good thing and wontlal
fike to learm o Bigtde about 56 Again,
the neen worry more about their fami-
fies hock home than ey do about
thonmselves, These are bt @ few of the
pevsonal problems that promps sarlelEers
w see the Chaplain. There are many
giliers. But one thing is saticenlly :!-|:I-
seiil in talks with the Chaplain-="grip-
ine."” We all know that there s plenty
of it dopne in this man’s army, but
it means Hide or nothing. It s just a
wpic lor conversation. bt is the Gl
pethod of lering off steam. He doosn’t
pvent  take himsell Cseriously, and ace
wally ihe Chaplain lnzars linthe l.':'f it,
despite the olten gquoted, “Tell it o
il Chaplain.” _

Thirsday—Thursday moming  there
s W lrrii-'rlllg at Lo, As lul.l.'ll :III'-l.Il.]'
of the. ol cime areingd o neceive
alsolitien and Holy  Cennmiianiaen. I
wers stil dark and fogpy when they
tok ol 1 was just fndshing Mass when
an explosion ook the whole cunp.
One ol the plancs eryimg o peiorm W
the Reld becowse of engine  rouble
cracked up in the fog. Two of the
crew were mirnculnusly thiown clear,
the other ejght killed instamly. Three
ol the men were Catlolics. 1 gave them
conditional  absolution and  Exireme
Upetion, Then 1 lwelpel prepase i
hodies for burinl. 1t s ool o pleasant
sight 10 see the bummt and mititilated
yemniiy of men 1 had been with such
a liitle while belore, Bt the tlwoughe
of their folks back home kept me
there. Their personal efiects were pa
in envelopes 10 be forwarded w0 the
pext of kin, However, some alw car-
ried prayerbooks, medals, or rosaries,
and these, at the reguest of the GO,
I wok w o send directly o their folks
That alternpon all the west of the

Chagplala Poleril dizstriburing Holy Comapunion in the peroorient elopel Toslle
i the eoppmanity center. More mies Hoe ap to thelr religlon here thon at oepe

plines  reowrned  salely afier g very
succesalul paicd, T visited the goeardbouse
alter supper; ooly throe prisssers were
there 1 el n b with tliem.

Fridoy=Hrichug was o1 six in ahe
wmorning:  iakeol  ar mineethiny, 0
visitedl e Dosphial  before adinner, ]
weenl st o the linge to mect the |'r|:ulﬁ.
at thiees Two of them  Greed  Qarves
eovintinng din, which meant that they Bl
voominled alwsanl Two of the wen Dol
superficial Hesh wounds Brom Bk, T
the hind, o Paolish lad Trom Cliecago.
b @ broken ann [roms a Hanm,. shell,
Whienn | climbied in the |:|I:||1|: fo s0g
hoow Lieel b weas, B smiled desping the
prain anel saial, “Not oo leaal, Fuather,
only por it i the are” A Tide Janer,
i our frst-aid staion wlen II|.1.'1I.' Wore
puiving & sphing g his arg before
senieingg i 1o the generl Duspital, e
Teockompedd aov mie. He asked d0 T woubd
reach in his lip pocket bor s walley,
ke o the crucifix, and Dwld i dor
i woe ks wlee dbocior pased with s
work swhile §oeomplied. Then the Fal
explained, "1 always che thar Tsidfore
tl_-;ll.'ing Al alter returnig Toem cacli
vizszon; bday 1 ocouldin't vl pow, s
‘thar compleres . my lowvicentl, Thank
yerin”

I estielcter]l thie wsual !I"rj-el:nl,' E'.'vullillg
sepvices ai siEg pllendnnce sixty-lwo,
which is abowve the avernge, Laer, T
stopprd at g Squadron party just wo
pay my pespeces and thank them foc
the mvitatuan.

.Tmuldn}!—l'n':mljl.-r ];.m'l:ihil;.'n l'l]ll'ng
peday. I osaid the Requicm Mass this
morning for thase killed in Thurslay's
accident, Many of ahe Sguadron  at
tended. We lelt at one for the funeral
in Cambridge American Military Cems
ciery. The caskets were draped with an

Amevican Mg amld placed inoa seriighi
rowe over e Dsdhividual praves, Ay oo
warker, the Prevestion {ih.l'|:-|::|i|1. LEHE-
ducted e service for the men ol [is
faith, aleer which 1 resd e Gareal
service lor the Catholbic men and Dilessed
ihie praves, While an ofhcer gilled o
e nanies ol wlose whoe losd given sl
all Tor theiv countey, a soldier . salugel
il cosker dn pown, A valley was il
anid taps sonnaled, while the Lange e
ler whio leal copee o the Tumeral sl
with bowed  leads and saed - Baeal
prayer—"hlny their wuls and e soals
of all e [ithlol  deparied  gheouagh
the merey of Casd rese in peace. Amen ™
As they had lived aned fought side Iy
sicle, s we belt them on that besoibul
preen billtop averhooking the pascinl
English  covmerysicle, What a0 glesaran
iing it i that ey Aaericans glacdly
mpke even the supreme sicrificor i thae
defense ol wwh ad fresdom. Even
im o sprrow.  their purents, wives, g
chikdren, can't [2il o De justly prodc

Fortwnaie i the man called o Le an
American  Ariny Choplain, While e
1'4_'i1.'ir|,1_= cNUry I|.-|.'I|: sl TR ET T
lromn Capmvmainding Cdlbicers, b o hiv
ing gl workiog wiily the gt
grovp ol mecn i the world—the Aneer
pcnm sobdicr.  The Chapladn 6 1la
Lisisnnn CHlweer betwecn God gl His
creatures, as well as between the asien
and their {amilies back hoane,  While
all sround him i destroction, his is o
life of helping. advising, encouragng
Ioving his brother man. And the gen
wing gratitude of the men in returm i
plmost encugh 1o repay his  efons
withouwt the lope of an ciernal reward,
May the Great Commanderin-Chiect
make him worthy of lhis oppormnity
and calling.



A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A. Strong 2041 Hillsdale Kalamazoo, MI 49007
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Theodore C. Hood

Hame

Address 0107 Ridgecrest Drive Little Rock, AR. 72205

Home Phone  201-0606-5956 March 25, 1981

Dace

Building Manager Ted Greene Company

Jocupation Employer

4901 Main Street, Suite 200
Kansas City, MJ. 64112
Serial No(s) 18157070 461-03-5804

Addreas Bus. Phone 816-531-1000 I:["TI' LE.C}"J

Service Record:

Before joining the 306th:
Entered service suimer 1943 at Kelly Fld Texas. Moved to San Marcos, Texas, then on to
fAmarillo, Texas, for AM school. To Las Vegas for pumnmery training and on to Salt Lake
City for Crew assignment. Then to Ardmore, OK. for crew training. Up to Kerny, Neb. then
to Camp Kilmer for boat trip to England and the 8th AF. Assigned to 42385, flew first
opergational mission June 19, 1944. Aborted due to 0° 1eak. Flew next two missions
Hamburg, Berlin, June 20-21. Flew last opermational mission November 21, 1044.

After leawving the 306th: *
Returned to Ft Worth Army Air Field. Discharged, worked Civil Service aircraft inspector,
returned to service and retired June 1973, with the rank of Chief Master Sergeant. Served
a tour in Vietnam.(1968). Alsoc a tour in Alaska. (1955-1958) Service for most part in
aircraft maintenance. 5ide tours as First Sgt., and NCO Club custodian. Presently on
second career as Building Manager, Southland Plaza Building, Little Rock, AR.

I06th Becord

arrival date at Thurleigh M3y 1944
423035

Sgquadron or other umit(s)

Mos § 748 Specialey Aerial Engineer

Missions Completed {and date of last) 3% November 21, 1944

Promotions__ 10 T5gt dug 15, 1944

306BMpecorarions 1aM3 oles! DFC oles 55 DSM DSC MM SM1PHO Battle Stars
After 300BG decorationd; Bronze Star, AF Comm., Army Comm., Republic of Vietnam Gallantry
Cross with Palm,

(0n unusual DFCs, and Silver Stars and above would like to see a copy of the
citation)



September 20, 2004

Russell A. Strong
Seceretary/Editor
306 Echoes

5323 Cheval PI.
Charlotte, NC 28205

Mr. Russell A. Strang,

A journalist interested in the Mighty 8AF read your article “French view
of U.S. air combat” (Echoes, July 2004) and asked me, “How did you
and the other airmen stay calm and able to function?” | thought back to
those days and answered:

| really think the courage displayed by our service men and women in
WWII was more of a reflection on the times than on the individual, To
the individual, it was a way of life.

High school students knew more about the world situation than most
college students do today. We watched the Nazi movement’s rise and
spread across Europe. We watched the devastation of England by
German bombs. We watched the Battle of the Atlantic. We watched the
rape of Asia by the imperial government of the Land of the Rising Sun.
When we were aftacked on Dec. 7, 1941, we had leaders who could
make decisions and lead. They did not study the situation for a year,
then turn it over to a committee. We were put on a war footing, and war
was declared within 24 hours. Only one member of Congress votad
against it. This vote was cast by a member who thought it was wrong to
go to war, she was not currying favor with voters at home. (She also
voted against entering World War 1)

When we went on a war foolting and ration controls were placed on us,
we did not have naysayers yapping about our rights. When security
controls were pulin place, there were no cries for the people’s right to
know. We knew these things were for our survival.

All of this had an effect on our military. They knew that they were fighting
for the survival of our country.

After | enlisted at age 20, my trainlng was very intense for a year before
| was assigned to a Bomb Group in England. After flying three missions,
our crew was given three days off. Some of us went to London. | had
mixed feelings about our first bombing raids. But after | saw what the
Mazis had done to London and we had visited the subways and seen
people living there with children who were born there and had not seen
daylight, | thought, “This could be San Antonio, my hometown.” | never
doubted our mission again. We had been given no choice. We had to

win to survive. Win, we did. And survive, we did. | guess the short
answer to the journalist’s question is that we stayed calm and able to do

gil_l” duty, even in dire circumstances, because we had to. We had no
oice,



Before sending my answer, | shared it with my
children. One of my sons, Robert Hood wrote:

“And yet another testimonial to confirm that You and Others truly earned
the title “The Greatest Generation™.

*For some reason in this day and time the “individual” seems
occupied with the accumulation of paper wealth, useless knowledge and
frivolous possessions all at the cost of our collective identity.

We buy devices that tell us the time ta within 1/10,000th of a
second. We don't say it is 4:30, we say itis 4:28, but for some reason
we cannot remember loved ones’ birthdays.

We pride ourselves in our ability to use computers and
technology , but for some reason we cannot count the change we get at
the checkout counter.

We travel to the same vacation destinations as our favorite
movie stars but for some reason we cannot locate on a map the
countries where our soldiers die.

We fill the car with shopping bags each pay day but for some
reas;q:n need two trash barrels to cart our waste out to the street each
waek,

We will drive miles and wait in line to step up to the
microphone to let our complaints be heard but for some reason cannot
schedule time to do volunteer work
For what reason.....?

Because we have turned into hens guarding our eggs, where You and
Others were ants in a colony......,

I'am so very proud to be able 1o say | am your child.”

My daugher Gerry Ganong messaged me:

1“I’r_n glad Robert answered you so quickly this morning. 'm there
with him. 1 am proud that you endured the lessons you weare

given and succeeded so well in passing them along to us and to
others whose lives you louch,

Thank you for your life and your commitment to your values. I'm
also proud to be vour child #

The journalist thought enough of what I'd said to encourage me to share
my thoughts,

I’m doing that by writing to you, because it might remind readers of what

the young fliers were thinking 60 years ago as they put themselves i
danger for the sake of others, 4 Yp mselves in

Hoorlone C Wl

CMSgt., Theodore C. Hood
USAF., Retired

B012-7- LM1206H
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