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3 December 90

Mr. Russell A, Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russell,

My wife recently called the enclosed article to my
attention that appeared in our local paper 29 Nov 90. As a for-
mer Bombardier it certainly reminded me that I had never taken
the time to think beyond them being crosshairs, and that they
served a vital function. Maybe it is common knowledge.

Someday this year if you need a story about our new
President Chris Christianson, ask him how he managed to get us all
safely from Iceland to Scotland when we flew a B-17 in weather that
was terrible. Icing conditions prevented the Navigator from direct-
ing the pilots properly and Chris worked with his radio and was
successful ultimately through the 26th harmonic in finding our des-
tination. I personally felt it was due to him that a potential catas-
trophe was averted. No one at the time fully understood what he had
accomplished and to this day I'm still vague about the elusive 26th
harmonic.
I'm very glad former S/Sgt.Paul Tardiff acquainted me

with the existence of the 306th Bomb Group Historical Association.

Sincerely,

@\%\M@r"



16 Hovember 95

Dear Mr. Houser,

Have enclosed my check to help continue publication of
our fine 306th ECHOES. Always enjoy reading it cover to cover and so
delighted to read about or see plctures of former crewmembers or old
friends. Hit the jackpot in the October issue. My Pilot Bill Breslin,
Page 5, And my Co-Pileot Chris Christianson, Page 4 and 8.

On a trip West recently Chris and Em were able to spend
a2 day with us in Ban Luis Obispo. MHeedless to say we discussed being
crewmembers 51 years agoe and the fact that we both had celebrated our
50th Golden Wedding Anniversary this year. Another subject was his
ability to use the radio and direct the plane to a successful landing
on a flight from Iceland to Scotland in weather that had to be the worst.
Our Mavigator experienced trouble with our Mavigational Eguipment and
decided he was unable to direct us, Chris took over and through the radio
and the 26th harmonic succeeded in locating the landing field in Scotland.

As one of four survivors of ditching two months earlier
in the Gulf of Mexieco I always gave great credit to Chris for saving
our lives, Not being a Pilot I felt what he did was beyond routine,

and have never learned to the contrary.

Sincerely;

I'_'J_-Q'"‘_,.:aén'"g"-”;: | *-![.b,& LJN%QF'—'
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