1401 EKathrvn Lane
Salem, Va. 24153
July 1, 1988

Russell A. Strong

2041 Hillddale

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007

Cear Mr. Strong:

In response to your reguest in April, 1988 Echoes, I am sendlng you
some pictures and other information in regard to the crew of Wilbur C.
Weiland, having arrived at the 423rd Squadron on 04-03-44.

Some time ago I sent copies of this material to Keith and June Paull
of Bedford, who are very much interested in the 306th and its history. My
son, Daniel, and I wvisited there in May, 1985, and in our search for the
ald base, we were kindly directed to Mr. Paull who operates an | electronic
school there on the base. He picked us up and took us to the 423rd area,
and on a tour of the present airfield. We were very close to the spot where
the old operations day room was located. There was only one building still
standing in the old barracks area. A new barn had just been erected where
gsome of the barracks once stood. A farmer there at the barn said that when
he was 16 years old he delivered milk daily to the Mess Hall, and I con-
cluded that our ice cream ration was probably made from this.

In the January isszue of Echoss, the list of Pilots did not show a
Lt. Meddo, with whom I was once scheduled to £ly as Radio Operator. The
mission was scratched, but we had to take our load of bombs to the North
Sea and dump them. It runs in my mind that he may have beean a Co-Pilot
originally-not sure of that, however.

Soon after arriving at the 423rd, I met Millard Bryant, a waist gunner,
that I had known from our high school days. The waist gunners were alter-
nating on flights at this time, and he was fortunate to have been on the
ground thea day his crew was shot down. I don't know who his Pilot was, as

this happened prior to our arrival there.



Millard died in Roanoke, Va. in 1980,
ported in Echoes.

and perhaps it had not been re-

I hope that some of this information may be helpful to you in your
research efforts pertaining to other 306th personnel.
not be returned. Good luck and good health to you.

The pictures need

Sincerely yours,

P yoatg

Mosby L. Hodges



Jhia picture waa made probably in Decemben, 1943, ahontly after we arrived
at Alexandrio Ain Fonce Basre, Alexandria, Louwisiana-from Salt Lake (ity, Utah-
2o begin combat training. (Faah person had completed training in his particulan
Hying apecialty, and was now ready to begin training as a combat team.

Crew Members are an follows, in the front now-left to night:

Lt, Wilbur (. Weiland Pilot Rocheaten, New Yok
[z, Jamea (. Seymour (o-Pilot Atlanta, Geirgia

[t, Fred A. Brockuay Nav igadon San Antonio, Jexaa
Lz,  fJamea (. (hambera Bombandienr Midland, Jexaa

9n the aecond row~left to night:

Sgt  Stanley J. Labony Ergineen (incinnati, Ohio

Sgt  (alvin R. Pomidono Aaat. Engineer (Lleveland, Ohio

Sgt  fMoaby L, fodgeas, Jn. Radio Operaton Salem, Virginia

Sgt  Vewmwn A. Nfuinn Waiat Gunnen Kanaaa (ity, Kaneca
Sgt  John A. NcShaffeny Waisrt Gunner Scranton, Penraylvania
Sgt  Albent Berman Jail Gunnen Boaton, Maasachusetta

We ahipped out from Alexandria to Grand 9aland, Nebraska about the middle of
Februany, 1944, and were assigned a brand-new B-17 with only 7 houna of flying
timeoon it, eventually flying it to Preatwick, Scotland, via Preague 9ale, Goose
Bay, Reykjavik and Stornouay. Leaving Preatwick by 49 tnuck and Glasgow by rail,
we anived at Stone, Stalfordahire. Jhe Gunnens wene sent-zo Jhe Waah for funthen
gunneny training, while the Officers and myrelf were aent Zo Bovingdon, rean London,
fon training in (J0 Procedunes, About 2 weeks later the crew neassembled at the
306tk Bomb Groupf 423rd Squadron, Jhurleiph, Bedfordahinre.

Our finat mirsion as a crew was to Hamm, Genmany on Apaill22nd, but the Pilot
had fboun a couple of miarions. an (o-Pilot before taking hia oun crew out. Oun
Navigator, LE, Brockuay, and 9 flew our firat missions 2o Kassel on April 19, with
an old crew, but 9 don’t nemamber who the Pilot was on thia mission. Neithen of
uat hamw that the other was on the flight until we seturned to Jhurleigh,

Juwo of our crew memberr dropped out acon aften we began oun toun of duty.
NQuinn war eliminated when the change uaa made reguiring only one waist gunnen
aboard. He later went to a Medium Bomber Group., Pomidoro didn't Like flying
the Ball Jurnett poaition, ao Jack Subal flew with us on aeveral missions in the
ball, Subal, from Steubenville, Ohio, wes a ground mechanic o asmonen, 9 don’2

nememben which, who began flying whenever he could in onden to get in a tour and
go home. 9 undenstand that he completed a toun, went home, and returncd fon. a

Aecond one.



Jhe aecond mission floun as a crew uwaa on April 24, 1944 to Oberpfaffentofen,
near Munich, and only 8 crews returned to base as 0 were ahot doun that day. A2
ore time we had 4 ME-109's Lined up and coming in on our tall aingle file. Each one
ahot at us and peeled off 2o the night on left. (vidently, they must have been
inexperienced pilota, in that one of them didn't ahoot ua douwn, because in my opinion
a B-17 waa no match fon a =109 in experienced handa. Divine Providence waa
aunely with ua that day.
g,ettig.; waj 6:;et’/€f4w tﬁzﬁ.ﬁm 2:4{/:”‘6 ongon.e. of t&ewmiom
ourn (o-Pilot, Lt. Seymoun,came on the Yntencom and acid,"Boys, this ia my laat
trip. " He didn't fly again fon aeveral month, but did complete his tour later in
1944,

Aften returning to the USA in late July, 1944, 9 was atationed ot several
different bases, including Sheppard Field, Jexan and Scott Field, 9llinvis, until
March, 1945 when a large group of formen combat Radio Operators were sent to 9ndia,
9 {lew thene in convented B~24'4 and (-54's fernying gasoline acrosn the Hump
2o (hina until Novemben, 1945} leaving Karachi by ahip to New York, and being
diacharged from seavice at Fost Meade, Maryland on November 29, [945.

Monby L. Hodgea, Jn.
Gune 22, 1985



*® %

* &

Jhia picture was made upon the completion of 3/ misaiona each fon
(fambers, Baockway and Hodgea, after a rip Lo Munich, Geamany on fJuly
16, 1944, We wene all faom L2, Weiland'a oaiginal caew, with the ex—
ceplion of L& Arviaon and Sgi, Bloedell ﬁhﬂ#ﬁ&ﬁLiﬂ iﬁe;ﬁwni.mmh itﬂi
to alght, are i&n;hiimmqu Jomes ([ (hambens, Bombondion; Tned A, Brochkuny,
Nav Lgaton; ﬂhpynﬁmmumm,fﬁiag and, Wilbua [, Weilam!, Pilot, who had
alueady completed his foun o few daga priva. Standing, left to aight, ase
the following: Moaby L, Hodgea, Ja., Radio} Stanley J. lakony, {ngineen;
Jobn A, AStaffeny, Ja., Waiat; R M. Bloedell, Ball tunnet; and, Albeat
Reaman, Juil Gunnea, 5 think ihe Eh—?iiai on this ﬁiigﬁf, whoae name 9 do
not aecall, took this picture of the caew; loweven, 8 am not poaitive, it
might have been L. Segmoun, Weiland's [o-Pilot, who Zook it, aince he did
oL ﬁ{giﬁlfﬁLﬂmﬁ#&ﬂﬂh

Jhe airplane in the backpround ia #5897, which is ahoun in flight beaide
the pictune of L. (ol John L. lambent in Russell Strwng's book, "Firat ovea
Gennang " Also, if ia the same one we flew on June (524 to Nantes, wa aneponted
on Page 257, Howeven, we lunded at (Ailbolton, on the (hunnel cousd, rathen
than at Kimbolton. Jhis aispland waa Loat over Faance a few daya aften thia
plotune woa made, on July 2084, with the ball tuanet gunnes, B M Bloedeld,
abowad,

MMﬁ L, Hod .
ju{yﬂf f?&;yml /

Wilmer Strawn was crew chief on this plane at the time we

were flying it.



June 18, 1996

Dear Mr. Strong:

Some months ago you mentioned that you had received
additional copies of combat mission reports. I have a
a small list here that I would like to get if you do have

any of these,

4 19 34 Kassel, Ger. Interrogation Form

4 26 44 Brunswick, Ger " N

4 27 44 Nancy, Fr. Intelligence Narrative
5 15 44 Stettin, Ger. Formation Plan

5 24 44 Berlin, Ger Interrogation Form

Also, including obituary of John McShaffery, who flew
on Lt. Weiland crew as waist gunner. He was a very reliable

person to have zidng-en our crew. The date was written on

Thank you, ;z?]vuday.

Mosby L. Hodges
1401 Kathryn Lane
Salem, Va. 24153

the clipping by his Wife.



4 February 2002

Dear Mosby:

I'm not doing very well by you. I guess I covered up the
request of 18 June 1996 and only discovered it yesterday.

And, I really have some troubles in answeringit as well.

19 Apr - There was no crew interrogation form in the Archives file.

26 Apr - 0.K.

27 Apr © O.K.

13 May - No formation chart in Archives file.

24 May - No crew interrogation.

This last one was a Berlin raid, and much of the Berlin material is
missing from the 306th files. I suspect at some early date after all
the materials came back to Washington that the file was stripped by
someone wanting to write about Berlin missions. Only about half of
our Berlin raids have amy appreciabie amount of data.

I don't have all of the McShaffery clipping for some reason. I had
copied it on to my card file entry and must be missing the first few
lines. But, here is what I have.

There is just no excuse for my dAlliance on this whole matter and I
am sorry not to have written you earlier.

Sincerely yours,
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