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A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

A

Russell A. Strong Lty

S
L
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Neme Richard Allen Hill

Address 675 S. University Blvd #402 Denver, Colo. 80209

303- 7786420 January 15, 1980

Home Phone Date

Occupation Fleet Sales Replc'esem:atJ‘.vgmplc,yer George Irvin Chevrolet Co.

390 S. Colorado Blvd

303- 3213141

Bus. Phone
11304029

Address

Serial No(s)

Service Record:

Before joining.the-SOGth:

- Pilot Trafhg—-washed out in "Basic" at Newport, Ark.
Radio School-- Sioux Falls, S.D
Aerial Gunnery Schoole- Yuma, Ariz. (member of 1st class here)
Overseas training as a crew --Ardmore, Oklahoma

After leaving the 306th: y

Réuested further combat duty (must have been flak Happy)
DUty at Scott field--xferred to Lincoln AFB--played out-
field on bastteam while awaiting overseas assignment--
played in National tourney at Wichita--arrived there
VJIDAY?

Honorable Discharge Sept 27, 1945

306th Record

June 16, 1944
Arrival date at Thurleigh

423rd--The ®rim Reapers
Squadron or other unit(s)

ROMG~-Radio Operator-Gunner
MOS # 757 Specialty P

Missions Completed (and date of last) 135 yissions
From Staff to Tech Sgt (automatic as ROMG in combat)

Promotions

Decorationsy AM golcs - DFC_oles_SS _DSM _DSC MH SM PH1J Battle Stars

(On unusual DFCs, and Silver Stars and above would like to see a copy of the
citation) : :
Am sending copy of Citation--mainly because it refers to
our ditching July 20, 1944, certainly not due to any outstand-

heroics on my par$.
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Other perxsonal data:

IR T B A T

Desctiption'bf Air Missions: ' R :
(What were the highlights of your combat career? What was your

" role? What heroics did you witness? What events were there of .

~which you have special knowledge?)
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Add additional pddes, if necessary
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"GO Nr, 138, Hq 1st aD; 7 : T -
14 rebruary 1945, ’ o

vy .

- JOHK BUSKO, 0-'?61861 Captaln, Air Coms, United Stetes Army, Fcr extra-
ordinary e.:h:&ewment whne serving as Pilot ¢f the deputy lead mirplane cf a
Bembardpment Group srmpesed of B-17 airpraft cn a bembing nissicn cver Germany,

"~ 10 January 1945, On thies date the lead eirsraft wes severgly demezed by anti-
aireraft firg. rver the targét and was ccmpe}led tc leave pcsiticn, Captain”

Boako imsed,iately assumed otntrc}. of the fcrmaticn and evinzing cutetending ,
determnatarn dec;aed te make encther bemb run, slthcugh the airdlane which he --
‘was piloting, was damaged. by flak end gastline waa draining frcm the left wing

. ‘tanks, He quiskly and efficiently referped the Group end led ‘then bask tc the

! ' Initia], Peint. Due tc naturel sancuflege formed by sncw end ground Laze, the

T . target was ‘identified tco late tc’ drcp the brmbg cn 4he sescnd run. '.Demrnstra-‘ »
5,}*_ - ting excepticnal tenasity ¢f purpese Gaptaiu Ecskc cnee agein regrcuped the -~ | ¢

. .7 fermaticn and effested a 180 degree turn in the face ¥ atcurateé antiaircraft
-7 T3r¢.  An unusually shert run was asccrplished nver the JRemy ‘instellaticng.

- P The sishtms cperatirn vas ..rnpleted. and brmbs were releesed with a h‘igh de~ -
SR gree ‘cf ‘ascuracy upcn the assigned Mern Peint ef Ix:@af't. Emﬂellent ‘results
- ;»were auhlevea. and exténsive dansze was inflisted uprn ‘the erective, Capta.in
»}';‘ -t _Bcske ‘then ably led the formetirn saiely back tc base withrup further 1ncid.ent,
.zt '_~ Thig- gcuragé, scclnees and skill displeyed by tl"ip cfﬁ.,er on this cg.'asirn re—.
. Tlect the highest credit wprn himgelf and the Arneq ches f’f the United States
J‘Jntered milit'ﬂry servi*e I’rrm Califrrnie. R P P R o

S T 11nL Under me orevigicng of Kroy 'Regulatirns 600-45, 22 Septemoer 1943 "as .
nmended. an&,)ursuant- tc authc rity’ s-nteired in J.etter, Hq Elghth Air Feree, Fﬂe
) 200 5, 23 Septenbe;' -1944, subjest, "Awrrdg ané De*rratirns, en QAX- LEAF OLUSTER

:ls awar‘f‘ea tc the fcllrwingu-nemcd Enhsted Men frr wear witr the AIR M=DAT, < :

""""'—"'—Y

grevicusly avmrded.. T L PRE S

.&" BIBEAS’DA EILL 11034929 Technval $ergeant ,ur Crrns‘ ‘U.At‘ed States
Amy For nemtrricus athievenent while serving as Radic Qperatcr of e B-17%
shmlape gn _hcmbing mssicna tver Germe.ny and - Geman €3 upied onuntn,ee ﬂ‘Cﬂ}‘
16" Tung 1944 tc 24 Desembep 1944, Un all these operatirns Sergeant 1!5.11 per:
2. forped hig duties. in a :‘.iatz.nctive manr.et‘; U 9 July 1944 the Wais!; Gvnna:‘ 01
3 " the’aircraft in whinh he wps £1ying bezsme lnicnssicus £ ancxie, | Bergeany
b - HY) irmediately vent tr. thi 818 ©f the ‘yrew merber end expertly Tevived bim,
| - .+ 0m-20 July 1944 3sursie “antiair: _;'aft firs dameged the, gi!plane tcrcing‘ S SEER Gt S
L T e ebandcn fcrmaticn. "On the flight b dege. the aircraft suetained acditicnal s
" 7. dénsge making & ditthing ineviteble, Séyceant Hill ably céntacted Air Sea [ diiive
~ -'j ‘Rescué and renamed at his prsiti'n until socpelled to Jeave: His agticne oy
; _this gecasiéy scntriby ¢ tc the safg return of the crew. The scurege, eecl.
{ .. _ ness and skill Aisplayefl by this scldler reflesct great sredit upcn hinself end
L . t.l;e Amed _!;'crues cf the Unitea States .,ntered. q*litary aerv:. +1-3 fmm,‘ ¥ j\

t - - i N G
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LT __111.13._@? 33609810 $tefa Serézeant Ai;' Ccr‘os “DUpited Bt THy
C ffl‘ meritrricug eshievenént while Bprving pg Ball Inra-ae Sunnar of a 3—17 aips
S 21&119 en ‘bom‘olng misa:xtw CVET. C-enfn.y gxid . Gei gnhrocqgied qpugtriag,_:fgep
RN -_’;v',; 15 J'OJ.Y 1 %’GC J,b Desgmber 194-?, gn a;l %hegp cyg;gﬁ’;im ergeag wlp’
a2 hlg‘h aeﬁree cf ebility end exseatnchpl y}‘ggﬁyfﬁ




January 22, 1980
£75 8. University Blvd
Denver, CO, 802009

Dear Bill:

Since receiving your welcomtletier I've located our tall
gunner, Eill%ﬂﬂ-ﬂa.&ﬂﬂ&hr“bﬁtﬂﬂr known as "Bill"“ Russ Strong has his
address now but here it i8 for your records

A0/ ™ 2633 class Road N.E.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402

Am shooting for a trip to COrlando--Thurleigh is out of the question
for this year.

&
Glad you Saw A.J. Hahabedian--affectinr%y called "Naha" by all of
us--quite often we would address him directly as "Naha-b-seven-tedian”
A helluva guy-- I saw him in Betroit 'way back in '"52.

That's about it Bill, I*m one gabby3.0.B. However, I'm just one
of many who is very proud to have been a part--however small-- of the
great 306th,---1t belahors the obvious to say that you and Russ Strong
are doing some wonderful things--but I'1l say it anyhow.

Best Hegards P
3,

E

Diclk

;ﬂ-wﬂaiLSlil_ kjlaﬂﬂ#Pi, uEAasillruﬁ4£2

e et {71-\ L ¢ Lxea— i I uwga-«&.&-c/\



November 30, 1679
875 5. Univemsduty 3lvd
= Denvar, CO BOZ09

Dear Bills:

No need to dwell on the shock of nostalgia whleh hit me
when I received July "Echoes" yesterday. Other than periodic
meetings with members of my crew, it was the first contact of
any kind that I'd had with the great 306 bomb gZroup since 1945-
and that, Sir, is my fault, not yours.,

An old friend mailed the publication to me from the town
from which I entered the service. There hava been a multitude
of addresses since that time,

Would appreciate greatly getting some back issues of "Echoas®
and am aenclosing a check as a starter for a minescule Six bucks
to the FEight Air Force Historical Society. If you'll advise
me to whom the chekX should be made and for what zmount I
would like to contribuse to the continuance of “306 Echoas"

Looking over the lisat nf’l?s orn page two of "Echoes" I
noved that "Dingleberry Kid" was there. We Tlew several missions
on ner, On July 20, 1944 we ditched a plane in the North Sea
elght miles off Dstﬂni Belgium. The pilot was Frazea, co-pilot
fed. Nahabedian(Naha later flaw a fighter in Korea) Engineer
was Walt Butschek, ball-turret Paul Wehunt, navigator, Terry
Lee(Now, 2 PHD Oceanographer in the San Francises area, )

Our bomardier was Sam Jordan(later a graduate of Buke) I

WeS thehradio OBerator and I had a lot of fun attending and
graduating fromWilliam & Mary.The tail- gunner was Carroll
REiman who, on that date, was Tlying as a replscement for our
regular TG, Bill Lynch. Reiman was shot down on his very next
mission after the ditehing.,--g=-Cur original Pilot was Ellis
Porter. Ellis flew co-pilot on & mission to Hamburg June 20 Y
on which he was shot down, Happilly, he was able to bail out,

He became a prisoner and was relessed at the end of the Eur-
opean war,

My present address{as unintelligibly noted above) is
675 S. University Blvd #o2, Denver, CO B020%9--would greatly
appréciate hearing from your-"regrets" for the lousy typing
but my writing is even worsefs

Best Regards,
) §i¢hard A, Hill

Richard A Hill
675 5 University Blvd #402

Denver,CO BOD209
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RECORDS TIPDATE

J06ch BOME GROUP ASSOCTATTON

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish to, fold and mail as
per address on reverse side. Or, 1f obtained at a reunlon, hand to
Buss: SEromng)

LAST MAME: 7/ 5L FIRST NAME: Aoiciaar 1 TITLE: fnit Gy
STREET ADDRESS: 2. u by So Dodoe 507 TELEFHONE: (3ci) =~ TV7-/04
cITE: ) L AVETL STATE: © o ZIP:. %3/ G

DATE JOINED 306ch ASSOCTATION: rqgx (2 )
REUNIONS ATTENDED: (Years) % § 5, /"ol 4%

WIFE'S NAME: A\ e=Lf&

LAST EMPLOYMENT: (7 .*7 BT #aBIET p i pisTit Y ~ 855 T Za keI R
COLLEGE(S) ATTENDED: DEGREE(S) : DATE: /439
ooy L el e ) SEE L Nl LY F 1=
v | el | RS RN L ] I;.L_rhi.--l'..'Fl-ﬂ.;'T_ ’ A L Il ¥4 Bed
: P Ca sy
SERIAL #: ()2 "4 o> SQDN: Y MOS: of
DATE ABRR: “hwuawr i IR CREW = e N lll'u l.l 1k r.ll‘ '.il_'l ;.J LB R
DATE DEPARTED: S 1%% %%~ HIGHEST RANK TN 306ch: 1 [ 2w
1 = | s
SERVICE RETIREMENT DATE: 7/ =7 | ™7 RANK or GRADE: | [ &7
DECORATIONS WITH 30BTH: N flsis diw G ClosAns o756 ./
TOP SERvIEP ASSIGNMENT AFTER 306TH: -~ L iafase [LEB s Wik humifs g
en=ui g S L I T TS, Fridrs a0 I W TN ELT B

SPECIAL ASSIGHMENTS WITH 306TH:

OUESTIONNAIRE
CATERPILLAR CLUB - IRVING CHUTE COMPANY

G o Le @il el
lt:rl |-L-|':'!":_"|' -'-III— 7 ] !—"'I"if
Lam v

HAME:

COMBAT JUMP DATE & MISSION: .
T 2T - Vg p¥

HEIGHT WHEN BAILED O1IT:

AMNY PROBLEMS WITH PABRACHUTE:

306th Bembardment Group. S0DE:
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