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DICK HANKEY

Was crew chief on B8-18 at Wendover

When first arrived there were only two barracks on site
Lots of drilling to fill time

Went over on Queen Elizabeth, Left NY 10 a.m. Monday, ancd
in the Firth of Forth Friday afternoon.

Eventually barracks were built at Wendover.

Douglas McKnight got Silver Star six-eight yrs ago.

On a gunnery mission, Richard Wong headed plane in wrong
direction, got shot up over France, red lined it coming
home at water level. Skin on wings was winkled and wings

were bent
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Other personal data:

Description of Air Missions:
(What were the highligyhts of your combat career? What was your
role? What heroics djd you witness? What events were there of
which you have specijl knowledge?)

Add additional pages, if necessary
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13 February 1978

Mr. Richard B. Hankey
1842 E. Crittenden Ln
Phoenix, AZ 85016

Dear Dick:
/

Thanks so much for sharing these materials with me. I have been
able to copy the things I wanted, and now have them in my files.

We Qlll follow up on some of the leads your materials provided
as to people.

I have v_l;:ept three of your pictures and will return them to you as
soon ag I have an opportunity to make photo copies of them.

Than"k"s‘jagam for your interest in helping preserve the story of
the 306th.

Sihcerely yours,
/,1 . I

/!

e

s
s

“Russell‘l’ A. Strong

/



5T, HANKEY GETS ~
THE BRONZE STAR

cal Soldier Decorated
for Work as Squadron
~ Flight Chief

(Special to the Herald)
An Eighth Alr Force Bomber
stion, England, — Master Ber
ant Michard B, Hankey, 26, son

Mr. Willlam L. Hankey, 491
st Franklin street, Hagerstown,
wryland, hag bech gwarded the
snze Star Medal, {te was recent-
anpounced by Colonel James 5.
iton of Findlay, Ohle, commend- |
; officer of the I06th Bomb
oup. Ay Sl
Sergeant. Hankey received the|
coration for outstending services |
a squadron fiight chief at this|
teran Flylng Fortrese base. *

Followlng, in part, s the citation |
.companying the award: “Be
uge of his outstanding work 2 &
ow chief, Sergeant Hankey was |
wpointed & flight chief aund at the |
esent time &till holds that post-
on. His ncilons during his entire
-gignment ag crew chlef and flight
nief reflect the highest credit bnﬂql
7 himeelf and on the armed forces |
 the United States” v i
Before entering the Army Alr
orces o Oclober, 1941, Hankey
ns engaged I the ice eream bus
ess with hie- fﬂ:ﬂla_l' in Hage
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F:urh'gés's Local umgpu'nsible For
R Behveenﬁghts Gets 7 Enemy Planes.

Master Sergeant Richard Han-
lam L.

Yyoung *Hankey,

crew has

ervises &
hetween fligh

Inquirer

who 8RS Créw
ground

key, 24-yearold som of Wil
Hankey, of Hzperstown, recelved
extenelve mentiion In *;'.*edqepdnr’a

Philadelphia
page story writl
man, who interviewed
erew of 8 Flying Forlrese In Eng-

land recently.

chief, of that particular
chdrge of slx men, suD-
quipment for tha bomber
tg nnd makes sure
are done

thet any necessary repairs
efficiently. .

quickly an
scripti
nel and exhaust
| eary to keep &
iep  condition
ohserve Lhat
on & bomber.”
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His de-
on of the extensive persoids
jve work meces
n active bomber in
leads Peterman ‘o
vwork ie never done
The "Baufhac," ae

in =a first
en by Ivan Feler
the ground

Hankey's

on F
record among
groups for having shot down seven
enemy planes in {welve minutes.

Sergeant Hankey, &8 Peterman
%ed prior Lo his eallst
ament in his Inther's jee cream fac-
tory, which furpished him with
very little packzround for his pres-
ént job, as he snd hie collengues =
haven't seen sn lce cream  cond |

sinee they nrrived in England Inst

geptember.

sinfes, wor

charge, i one.
{reeses (hal make periodical raids

rance, The npapshee” holds &

créw  has dubbed s

of the flying for

American Tortress

Hankey reverls the anxiety of

)

what they're
anyone would
flylng if only to guit
they return”

Marylanders among the ground
crew here include Sergts. Morris |
Bach and Henry Praderins and Car-
porals Harold Cowden and John
French, all of Baltimore; Master|
Sergeants Richard Hankey, of Hag- |
ywn, and James Tyler, of Cris-
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CERTIHCATE OF TECHNICAL AIRCRAFT TRAINING

his s to certify that

Richard BARankey

) C
Py ivate 0CH Bo

RANK ORCANIZATION
has satisfactorily completed the United States Army Air Corps Factory Training Course conducted by the

Boeing Aircraft Company at Seattle, Washington, under the direction and supervision of the United States
Army Air Corps, and is hereby presented with a Certificate of Graduation from the

BOEING FLYING FORTRESS SCHOOL

which recognizes his ability to accomplish service and maintenance operations on Boeing Model B-17F
Bombardment Airplanes in accordance with Technical Orders issued by the United States Army Air Corps.

CERTIFICATE ISSUED

July 14197
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1st Lt., Air Corps....

For The District Supervisor
§ - Satisfactory
U - Unsatisfactory

..RICHARD B. BROADHURST . ... ..
E - Excellent
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June 14, 1994

Russell A. Strong, Secretary
306th Bomb Group Association
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotte, NC 28205

Dear Russ,

I received your card dated April, 1995. Thank you for asking my assistance to help improve
306th Association records. The following is a documentation of my happenings prior to
December 1, 1942:

I graduated from Sheppard Field on March 21, 1942 and was then transferred to Wendover
Field the early part of April, 1942. I was promoted to Sergeant on June 1, 1942, then my
promotion came about a month apart until I made M/Sgt. in September, 1942. I think I was
the first Crew Chief in the 306th, 369th Sqd. on the first plane assigned to the 306th A “B-
18.” In June, 1942, I was transferred to Boeing School for instructions on 13 - 17’s
maintenance. I graduated on July 4, 1942 from Boeing School and was then shipped back to
369th Sqdn., shortly thereafter. In July, the Air echelon flew me to Westover Field, where I
stayed about 10 days to 2 weeks and was then transferred to Fort Dix for overseas. I suppose
you have the history of our crossing on Queen Elizabeth from then on. I was awarded the
Bronze Star on June 8, 1944. I didn’t see that noted in your book. This was per General’s
orders #449, which is enclosed. I left Thurleigh sometime in July, 1945 to return back to the
states for discharge. I know of no group pictures of the Master Sergeants in 369th Sqdn. I am
sorry I don’t have records of the exact dates on some of the happenings.

In regards to my marital status, I am a widower.

I hope this information helps. I look forward to seeing you soon at one of the reunions,
perhaps the one in LasVegas.

Sincerely,

A

el Q

Richard B. Hankey

Enc.
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lagter 3srgeant 11C ARD B, HANIGSY, for mervitoriocus
achievenent as Crew Chief of B-17 type aircraft during the
period of 15 Sentember, 1342, to 15 December, 1943, During this
period 3t linkey has su_crvised and maintained three aireraft
which perticipefed in a total of o_E operational missions.
Cne of the uireralt puriticisated in a ftotal of 37 consecutive
misgious withont mechonical failure. Frobably the highest
tribute to be vsicany B-17 in the 41 hth Adir Force was to Sgt
ia:ﬂiay‘s rirst plsne when Geneorsal Lrmstrong selectsd it fo
be the ‘irst plane of the VIII +iv Jorce over Germany. <ub
Hankey's srocond oireraflt, o. 029, successfully completed a
total of =i:ht (i) consecutive operational m.ssions before it
was transferced to anoth:r Crew Chief in Combat Status, (n - N
the last d.tc that 3t Hunlkey was in chorge of this aircraft '

a total of 200 fiyin; hours. 5 t lMankey was then lmmediately
assined to dlreralt Hoe 993. fhis sireraft Plew’on 29 conseoutive .. L U

operational sorties without an abortion snd after one abortion A
caapleted ancther ten while in S_t lonkey's charge. Syt Hankey Ll
had to work .any days and nights repairing batile damages , . : Lr
inherent in combet flying and in no cuse has a Pilet ever done - }é-l-:;i-
anything but praise Syt Hunlkey's work and leadership., At the .. ¢ ' "HEE
tie of tronsfer this aireralt had a total of 560 hours, with Wi N
five enzine ond no suparcharier changzes. Beceuse of hisiout-—~ = - _'v"‘f'i";':;""
standing worl: as Crew Chief, 5;t Honkey was appointed Flight o
Chief und ot the present tise still holds that position. So <118
suparior was 5 t Honley's lesdorshiv and juidsnce that of the ) g
30 men who have worked for 3p% ifankey, wne is Sguadron Inspector, e g e
flve are crew chief's, wud three are Assistant crew chiefs, : K ffaed
The above oualities ave sterling evidence of St Hankey's SRy
superior techniecal skill snd supreme devotion to duty.  His A
actions during his entire assignment as Crew Chief and Flight ey
Chief reflect the highest ecredit both.on himself and on the v '.k_ |
Armed Morces of' the United States of America. S
f__'__-ﬂ'{i:
s !“ P
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Here’s my help for fougre issues of Echoes!

1 enclose $_Z._Q__27__ to support the production and mailing of the
306th Echoes, | also want to support continuing reunion activities for

those who once served.
Name ?lc,&(/-}mn B-/‘/AUK’C”“/
Address (& ¥2 E. CRETZEVDEY tw. PHOED/X A11T ESUE <

Mail to: Wm. M. Collins, Jr.
2973 Heatherbrae Drive
Poland, OH 44514

s, - - ~2¢
Hape To SEE Y6U AT THE AJEXT

36 7H KEuwiew
0L ,44-17

As7€
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