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Sept. 8, 1981
William M. Collins Jr,
{306th Bomb Group Heunion)
2975 Heatherbras Drive
Foland, Chio 44514

Dear Mr. Collins,

How ecould you have & reunion without the Red Cross girl? who's
going to bring the donuta? In fact, I didn't even hear about the
reunion at Thurleigh, but saw & pieture of it not too long ago. No
names, and 1 had only a brief look, so I didn'{t recognize anyone.
Everyone seems to have changed; 1 still feel the sams.

I wags the director of the Hed CUross Club at the Thurleigh air
bage from October, 194%, to nearly Christmas, 1944. I came just before
the Schweinfurt raid. You were there then, too, weren't you? Your
name is familiar.

I was married inBedford to my newspaper co-worker from Colum—
bus, OGhle. He was then an American Military Government officer wait-
ing for the invasion crossing. We went back to Thurleigh last year,
but couldn't get on the base, However, 2 nice lady in town invited
us for a proper English tea.

My huaband and I live in falifornia. We started the Ensign
newspaper here in 1948, and retired almost 4 years ago after almost
30 years of 'round-the-cloeck toil., We will be leaving Sept. 18 for
Minnesota and points east. We probably won't see much of Chioc, al-
though Warren is my birthplace, and T am an Ohioc Wesleyan graduate,
and worked on the Citlzen in Columbus, We will be driving zast from
Minnesota before the reunion.

We saw the reunion notice in the Zeptember VFW Magazine. I'd
like to hear more about the plans for the get-together, just in case
our driving schedule is changed. 1 am enclosing a postcard addreassed
to my sister's home in New York state, where T will be the first of
October and & few days thersafter, I'd appreciate 1t if yvou will send

me the reunion details.
Happy funiun
a ,ﬁ'-_-—-—'

FEG PEHGANDE HAATRA

Former American Red Cross

Club Director, 306th Bomb Group,
Thurleigh, England

California address:
Mra., Arvo E. Haapa
710 Jasmine Avenue )
Corona ‘del Mar, Calif, 92625
Phone: (714) E44-8608

(We probably won't be home until the end of COctober.)

The G’_f?ia;u." Newspaper ﬂf" the Crty af Nawpﬂrf Beach



14 December 1994

Dear Peg:

I am now fullowing up on that reunion conversation of several
years, accasioned by the death in November of Col. Robinson, and
the arrival yesterday of a box of pictures from his daughter. In
among them were a couple of Red Cross people.

That forced me to get my Red Cross file out, so I have copied all
ofnthe pictures, identified the few that I could, and send these
copies along to you for your help.

I am hopeful that in the next couple of months you will return more
identifications and a story about the Red Cross at Thurleigh.

Tonight I located Dr. Seaman for the first time because of a note
on the back of the Cookson péathep, which directed my search to
CAlifornia. Strangely, his second wife's name is also Frances.

Mim Smith died in 1991, according to her daughter. I talked with her
geveral times while she was in the States. Her husband is a Navy
officer and they are currently living in Tokyo. a

I will put information on the Red Cross gals in my 306th file, so
I am enclosing a bit of a biographicl form for you.

Look forward to hearing from you,



710- Jasmine Ave.,
Corona el Mar,
California, 92625
March 30,1996

Dear Ruscell,

it's true about Banana. I was on the
base at the time that the guard challenged
him with, "who goes there?"

The goat didn't even say "N'yaaa", so
the guard shot him.

It 1s NOT true, however, that goat
was served that week for the honor crew
-dinner at the Red Cross Club. It was
rabbit. (A 1little tough, though, as I
recall.)

I'm sorryithat I haven't answered your
kind invitation to send you my "I Showed
the Queen to the Latrine" story. I hunted
for it and hadn't been able to find it
when I ran into a series of health prob-
lems. I collapsed and smashed my ankle
so that it neecded 8 screws and some arti-
i'icial bone to put it back together. And
then they decided my heart stopped to cause
the fall, so they put in a pacemaker. A
while later my eye overation went bad because
of the heart medicine.

I say my latest hobby is putting myself
back together. I hove to be good as new

before Las Vegas and regret missing Knoxvillae.

while I was in the hospital I started
to rewrite the Queen story, but didn't get
too far. PerhTans I can work on it after
April 15. -

In the meantime...ceee



page 2.

I con't belleve I dop't have a couy of youp
baook, but I can't find it.

Please find a check enclosed ror o0
for your book nnd postage and plemae give
the rest to the agsoclation.

THANKESALUT
e
‘—?‘%sgﬂ";rgmdu Hampa
Amerlecan Hed Uross

Club Director
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