A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424

I am endeavoring to put together a good history of the 306th I am interested in any special materials which you may have,
Bombardment group, an idea which has been in my mind for some such as good photographs of personnel, battle damage, plane
years. I am working diligently on the matter, collecting all insignia, etec. I am also interested in commendations (other
kinds of data and working through the official history and than the-usual Air Medal and DFC) you may have reoceived,
records of the group. I served as a navigator with the 367th special stories which you may have in your possession, letters
squadron from June through November, 1944, and currently am that are highly descriptive of combat action, or any other
director of news and information services at Wright State U- documents. I would appreciate receiving xeroxed copies. But,

niversity, Dayton, Ohio. I solicit your assistance in my pro- if you do not have such facilities readily available, I would
ject. appreciate the loan of materials which I mightL copy and re-

turn to you immediately. I am also interested in manuscripts
of memoirs which you may have prepared, particularly if they
were done within a couple of years of the events. Again, I
would appreciate copies or the opportunity to copy them.
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Eugene J. Pollock, navigator /V{L-:M/ é)ﬁﬂéfﬁ/ﬂs) LAy

John S. Trost, officer

Howard W. Kelly, officer

John L. Ryan, pilot & Sgdn. C.O.
John DeJohn, enlisted

Ben F. Marcilonis, mechanic

James C. Green, Jr., mechanic

R. H. Smith, pilot <14 Wf Gﬂ;pﬂg&% L 44
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Pidishurghesqgue Goos to War .

Local Flier Describes
P

‘Hide in Burning Plane

By Charles F. Danver

Post-Gazette War Correspondent

A UNITED STATES BOMBER BASE IN ENGLAND,
July 20.—(By Wireless)—They gave a Michigan boy the

“[Congressional Medal of Honcr here last week for heroic ac-
~jtion aboard a flaming Fortress. but Staff Sergeant William

J. Fahrenhold, of Stowe township, was along too—and not
just for the ride.

He got the Silver Star.

It happened over the English Channel on May 1 while
the Forts were returning from a raid on St. Nazaire. They
were attacked on all sides by Nazi fighters and the ship was
hit repeatedly and.several of the rraw werdmennded | T,

oI

outers bailed out when a 20 mm shell exploded in the radic

- Lhatch, setting the crippled bomber afire,

- Fahrenhold was the top turret gunner behind and
~ ahove the pilot and co-pilot. The Michigan lad was the
ball turret- gunner. Between them, from the nose to
the tail, were the bomb bay, with its narrow catwalk, -
and the radio hateh and the fire.
According to a story in the “Stars and Stripes” about
f the Medal of Honor recipient, the battle with the flames anc
the enemy fighters was a one-man show. But here's Bill':
side of it '
“Wien 7 ofirst saw the flanmes they were ahout 10 fect out Zron
- ine radio hateh, I was firing At two planes, My guns were the oni
aves onoihe ship working and 1 keant firtaz al one “planc—tha, ¢
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29 October 1975

Dear Bill:

Bere'are your pictures. Many thanks for entrusting
them to me.

Should you ever lose them, or want additional prints,
I do have negatives of them now and will hang on to

them.

Couple of questions:

him.

In among orders I see a George Klucick, also
of McRees Rock, listed. Know anything of his
whereabouts?

Do you have any ideas about Lewis Johnson? I
note that he comes from the Kentucky hills,
and have vritten a letter to a postmaster

down there, looking for him. Do you recall

if he had gone to college, ané where? Anything
like this might be helpful in trying to locate

Glad the other materials got there without incident,
and I'll look forward to seeing you again.

Sincerely yours,

Russell A. Strong

4900 Appleridge Court

Dayton,

Ohio =45424
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\ e Office of the Ceasuanding General
o . o L . 20 iay 1943,

GENERAL ORDER )
NOo.ooocoo.cbl 3

AiRDS OF SILVER STAR:S: % ¢ % % 3¢ 3 46 % % 3% % % % % # % # % % % I
AARD OF SOLDIER'S IEDAL % % % & % & & # # s & &t & % # & & & & ]I
4il:RDS OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS # # % # # # % % % & % % % III
A}'{HRDS OF DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS # # # # ¥ & % & & ¥ % 3 % JV
AVARDS OF OaK LEAF CLUSTRA TO AIlR LEDAL¥® ¥ & & % 3% & & & & % % ¥

.I. Under the provisicens of irmy Regulati ; 32
L . gulitions 600-45, 8 ;ugust 1932, as
: E.‘?Sggc‘d_,sdnd P\_Jri;zgt ‘c; authority contairec in Secticn i, Circular 36,’Pq »
: OUSA, 5 april the SILVER STiR is cwarde e Tollevinge mamed
Offices and Enlist.ed’Men. SILVER STAR 1.s warded to the fellowing named
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JOSEPH C. LMELAUN, 20820570, Stufll Sérge .nv, L1Cth Bo.kb.rduent Squzoron
(K), oLy ir Forces, Unitea Jt.tes aray. For L.llontry in .cticn cgainst
an armed ereny of the United St.tcs, while surviig &S MNescv Gunrer on 2 B-17

1 airplane on a bombing adssion over wisiy occupicd territory, 1 kay 1943.

; fter completion of the bonbing run envisy fi,nter plancs ttecxed in lorge
nubers, causing severs duwigé and st.rting .n intens¢ firs in the mid-section
of the airplane. The condition of the pline v.s3 so serious that part of the
ercw beiled eut, Yisploying grezt brovery i skill, Serscznt wel:unn, with
utter disregard for his own s.fety, went into the redio Compzrtient, which
was = mess of 1luwes to aid the bail wurret .nd top turrct gunners in
extinguishing the fire. a.fter the fire w28 extinguished Sergewart meloun
returnsd to his nosc guns .nd warded of f repested sttocks by ensmy fizhter
plones. The brevery end skill displ.yea vy Sergeant welaun on this occesion
aided materially in the sefe return of the cirplene «nd reflect the highest
credit upori hims¢if .nd the armed Forces.of the United St.tes. Home zddress:
RFD #2, Seagonville, Texas.

. e

: WILLI.X Y. FiHEENHOLD, 13087745, Sergeant, 423rd Boubarduept: Squadren
b / H), irmy air Farces, United States ary. For glli.ntTy in action agninst

on zrmed ensmy of the United Stutes, while serving «s Top Turret Guansr. on

a B-17 airplanc on 2 bowbing uwission over ensuy ‘occupizd territory, i ==y

. 1943, after complstion of the bo.bing run encry fighter pl=nes eattacked in
: 1:rge nurkers, c.using severe damege nd starting <n intgnse fire in the
mid-section of the wirplene, The condition of the planc.was so siriocus thit
part of the crew bailed out. Displuying great, bravery and skill, Scrgeant
Fcohrenhold, with utter disregerd for his own szfety, weat into the radio
conpartacnt’ which wzs & wess of fluues, to -id the bell turret end nose

: gunners in extinguishing the fire, aater the £irc w.s cavinguished. Sergeant
' Fohrenhold returned tc his guns :nd werdea off repected sttacCiks by ersay
fighter planes. The bravery und skill dispi.sed by Sergeant Fehrenhold on
this, occasion zided wmatericlly in the safe return of the .irplene ond reilect
‘the highest credit upon himself .nd tus WLind rorces of the Unitea Stites.
Home address: 61, ain Street, icKees focks, Pennsylvenia.

§ HeREY E, PRIVETT, 15062342, Sergéunt, 3<2nd bombard.cnt Squedron (H),
spmr 31 Fareos. lUnited St tes arny. For o.llantry in scticn eag.inst zn



