RECORD UPDATE

306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to
Russ Strong at the reunion, or mail to Russ Strong, 5323 Cheval
Place, Charlotte, NC 28205) Little Rock 1989
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Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units, will be welcomed by the secretary.

If you know of other 306th people who do not appear in the directory, please add
their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so that we may search
further for them.
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12 May 1990

Dear Bob:
Interesting piece on the jet fighter.

Don't hold your breath waiting for the book. As you will note
in Echoes, it will probably be July before they are ready, and
will be mailed then as quickly as possible.

As to the reunion, you will need to register with the Associe-
tion. There is a registration fee, which helps put the reunion
together and makes it go. Of course, any of the meals you apr-
take of will require some advance planning, as tickets will
very likely be unavailable at the reunion.

Look forward to seeing you there.

All the best,
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He has seen the Fortress ripped and torn by fighter fire and rlak,
Hfe has seen her lose two engines and somehow ¢ome limping back.

He has seen the leaking pé%rol as 1t spewed across her wing,
and a Messerschmitt fall flaming as he framed it in his ring.

He has seen the dead and dying; the frozen and the burned;
felt the agony of shrapnel for the Purple lieart he earned,

He has stitched his name on Messerschmitts with armour piercing steel;
sent a Focke=Wulf to Valhalla on a mission over Kiel,

He has held his head defiantly upright and open eyed, when the
heavy flak was bursting all around;

Though the Fortress bucked and wallowed from the fury of the blasts,
and others spun in flames toward the ground,
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~ . To those vallant crews of the B-17 Flying Fortresses, and especially
to that. rare breed of soldier, the flying sergeants who manned her
Browning machine guns. ° '

Flying straight and level into the very teeth of Hell that was the
Luftwaffe fighter defense, and the massive concentrations of heavy
anti-aircraft fire, they carried their message of defiance to the enemy
-in their bomb bays., Though their losses were appalling, they never turned
back, Instead, they came again and again and again, until at last the
tide of battle turned, and Allied fighters and bombers ruled the skies,
Only then was an Allied invasion across the English Channel possible,

To those Fortress gunners who met the full fury of the mighty
Luftwaffe in those cold and bloody skies over enemy held Europe in
19L3/Ll, the following is dedicated. May their courage and loyalty
never be forgotten, and may their sacrifices for our country never
have been in vain, '
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WHEN EXPENDABLE |

When your dreams of home are shattered by a harsh and strident voice;

when the bare and glaring light bulb smites your eyes,
When the time is oh~three hundred, and the temperature is five,
and an orderly now bids you to arise,

When you flip your Zippo into life and light a cigarette, and
grope beneath your cot to find your boots,

When you drag your body cursing from the blankets of vour sack
and you tremble as the cold gnaws at its roots, v ’

When you stumble in the darkness on the frozen muddy path, and
your messkit clatters in your cold numbed hand,

When the trudging friend beside you curses with each steaming breath,
expounding on the wonders of this land,

When you stand in line awaiting what the messhall has in store,
and you know it's powdered eggs and marmalade,

When your lower l1lip 1s blistered by the steaming metal cup,
as the poison they call coffee 1ls conveyed,

When you stand in line again to wash your messkit free of grease,
and you dip it In each can of soapy swill,

When you pray the dreaded "G.I. Shits"™ will never strike again,
and you know within your heart they damn well will,

When you sit in the crowded briefing room with all the crews around,
and tobacco smoke hangs heavy over head,

When you look from face to youthful face and know beyond a doubt,
that before this day is done,some will be dead.

When the shade that hides the briefing map at long last is raised,
and the scarlet ribbon shows where we must go.

When stifled groans and muttered oaths give way to deathly quiet,
then welre told the things that we already know,

We are told of friendly escort to within the coast of France,
and from that point we will be on our own,

We are told the Jerry fighters will be waiting: A fact
most painfully already known,

We are told that we must strike at Oschersleben, Deep in Germany
the crimson ribbon ends,

While parallel the red route lies a blue one; our homeward course
to England, back to friends,

We must bomb the Focke=Wulf ractories where those dreaded fighters breed,
We must crush the nest that spawns them ere they rise,
We must blast and burn those factories and, regardless of the cost,
" we must meet their wrath in battle in the skies.

They say we are expendable, and that of course is true. The price
for victory is death and pain,

A fearsome task must now be done, and we must go and do. We must prevail,
for if we fail, we must go back again.

When you've braved the buffeting propwgsh from the Cyclones mighty blasts,
: and you'lve checked the bomb bays cargo once again,
When you've checked your Brownings ammo, and your oxXygen and mask,

and made sure your inter-com works when plugged in.



When you shiver in your sheepskins ade you cup your Zippo close,
and you light another Players NaV¥ Ccut.

When you peer into the darkness for the towers comlng flare,
and the icy hand of dread grips at your guts,

when the Fortress roars and trembles as she strains against the brakes,
and then thunders down the runway and l1ifts off,

When the landing gear 1is safely up and checked as locked in place,
and the mighty Flying PFortress with her bomb load soars aloft.

When you grasp a gunners shoulder and you shake it with a grin,
and he answers with a gloved thumbs-up salute,

When you know from past experience that these men with whom you fly,
are the bravest when the guns begin to shoot,

When you crawl around the tail wheel well, past stabilizer plane,
and you kneel behind your Browning siamese Twins;

You're a lone and lonely warrior in an aircraft manned by ten,
and you'!ll fight a lonely battle when that hell on high begins,

When you feed the belted ammo into place, and you charge each "Fifty"
with a forceful yank,

When you check each detail over for the hundredth time today,
If they fail, youlve only got yourself to thank,

When you fire a short burst from each gun to make sure all is right,
and you know your chest pack 'chute is there nearby.

When your eyes must never cease their scanning vigil, for the enemy
who strikes at you on high,

He will dive from high above you, or beneath your belly climb,
- er he'll strike you at the level tlong your flanks,
He will gqueue up out ahead of you and come. at you head=-on,
and do his damndest to set ablaze your tanks,

Or they may bore right in on you, attacking from the rear;
~ their cannons winking straight into your eyes,
And every time you meet them with your armour piercing steel,
and at almost every pass, some soldier dies,

There asre no fox holes in the sky. No jungle growth in which to lie.
No hedge or wall to crouch behind. No cover here of any kind.
With only cold thin air between, here soldiers fight and die,
No rock., No ridge., No forest green., No fox holes i1n the sky.

When Messerschmitt and sleek Focke=Wulf come plunging from the blue,
or hang beneath your belly pumping cannon shells at you,

When the Junkers and the Two-Tens send their rockets crashing in,
and you see a Fort exploding, and another in a spin.

You must watch for him in sunlight. You must watch for him in cloud,
You must watch the contrails that your bombers leave.

For another will come hidden by the misty vapor trail, while you
watch the pretty patterns that they weave,

When the Fortress there beside you rips asunder in the air, and falls
earthward in a boiling mass of flame, .

When another slides beneath you with her left wing torn away,
and you swing your guns still firing as you aim,
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«When a Une-O-iline comes i'iring, and pulls up a fraction soon,

. and you catch him in your ringsipht as he stalls,

When you see the pieces f1¥in§ from his fuselage and cowl, and
your Brownings keep on I'iring as he falls,

When you see him plunging earthward, ever faster in a spin,
‘ and you feel a fierce elation in your heart,
When you earnestly salute him for the soldier he has been,
as one airman to another, though apart,

When a man who bunked right next to you, who shared your smokes and beer,
lies dying 'neath his Browning in the waist,

When a cannon shell has ripped him, and he bleeds to death inside,
and there's no way you can help him in your haste,

When a shot of icy morphine is the only thing you have, and
you pray to God that it will ease his pain.

When you tuck a blanket 'round him, place a 'chute pack 'neath his head,
and crawl sobbing to your Fifties once again. :

When you're locked into the bomb run, and the fighters pull away,
and the Eighty-Eights take over from the ground,

When black puffs of smoke surround you; when the shrapnel crashes in,
Like a hall storm on a tin roof it resounds,

When your stabilizer's shredded, and your wings are ripped and torn,
and bright sunlignt and cold air come rushing in,

When the Fortress bucks and wallows from the fury of the blasts,
and you see another, blazing in a spin,

When you know the men inside are trapped within that furnace blast,
and you pray God grant them mercy, quick and clean;

From twenty seven hundred eighty blazing gallons of,
thundred octane aviation gasoline, -

When the sky becomes a hell of smoke and fire and crashing sound,
and you know no living thing can there survive,

When a wingman breaks formatimn with his cockpit wreathed in flame,
and then falls away beneath you in a dive,

When you curse and pray within a breath for God to save you now,
and you flinch with each explosion of the flak,

When you haer the grinding clatter as its shrapnel rips your hull,
and you rage because you cannot fight it back,

When at last you feel the Fortress lift, unburdoned of her load,
and you hear the bombardier call "Bombs Away",

VWhen you see the bombs of others dropping earthward all around,
and you know that half your journey's made today,

When you leave the pall of darkness of the monstrous flak barrage,
and your aching eyes keep searching in the sun,

When tiny dots at three o'clock come plunging in an arc,
and you know the homeward gauntlet you must run,

When you see a Fortress lagging back at five o'clock and low,
and you see her feathered props are standing still,

When you see the One-0-Nines above, now dueueing up in line;
then come diving, cannons blazing, for the kill,

When a shadow drops before you, blotti ouf the sun and sl
and so close ygu see theyrii’fets in fi%s wing. s

when you fire your guns unaiming as he flits before your eyes,
an%rl is goneybefore you frame him in your ring.
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a drifting through your ringsight,3and ;gusqu;eze.
when you see his engine smoking, and his cockpit f£1ill with flame,
and your guns keep firing, firing, all the same,

When another rolls beneath you and fires, hanging by his prop,
into the belly of a Fortress on your right,

When he!sd - just beyond your field of fire, your guns will swing no more,
and you cannot get the bastard in your sight.

When you pray their turret gunner, rolling in his ball below,
wlll frame him in his sights and feed him lead,

When you see the ball ummoving, with its Brownings still and quiet,
and you know the man inside it must be dead, ’

When the empty brass piles deep around your Fifties in the tail,
and the ammo in your boxes has run low,

When the enemy keeps coming like an endless storm of hail,
you must meet them with your gunfire, even so,

When first one gun, then the other, fires its final vital round,
and their handles lie there quietly in your hands,

When you gegrb an O, bottle and crawl panting to the waist,
seeking food to meet their ravenous demands,

When you drag the steel linked ammo from its heavy wooden box,
and you start to crawl back tallward once again,

When a buddy at a waist gun slaps your back and signs "Thumbs-Up",
and you know behind his mask there is a grin,

When your frogen fingers fumble as you feed the ammo in, and a
One~0-Nine comés slashing through from five,

When you charge your guns and hunt him, and you know that you're too late,
.He has fired and slipped beneath you in a dive, '

When it's sixty plus sub-zero and there's ice upon your mask, yet
your woolen undershirt is soggy wet.

When you pull your mask aside and spit, it crackles on the floor,
but Four clothes are sodden through with combat sweat,.

When you see a Fortress lagging with her engines belching flame,
and the bodies of her crew come tumbling out.

When the blast rips.her asunder in a roiling ball of fire, and
only smoking bits of debris mark her route, ;

When the white !'chutes start to open in the leaden sky below,
and your straining eyes account for only five,

You recall those boys at breakfast, just a few short hours ago,
and you wonder which of them remain .alive,

When a "jasta" of One-Ninetys forms their "Wheel of Death" ahead,
and come rolling through your group from dead head-on,

When your field of fire is rearward, and you cannot see them come,
and you rage in helpless fury, all alone,

When their cannon shells are bursting with a blinding brilliant light,
and a Focke~Wulf rsms’ a Fortress head to hHeadsn e o

Tdhen your window psnes ure shattered, and ‘there'ts Blood iin ‘both your eyes,
cand yyou ‘thank Alniglity God that youtlre not ‘dead.



when the Junkers trail behind you formed in echelons ol taree,
out beyond your faithful prowning Fifties range,

When they blast you with their rockets 151l your squadron's almost gone;
then come c}larging with their cannons all aflame.

When one launches all his rockets, then comes boring in on youj
his cannons winking death straight at your eyes.

When he overflows your ringsight, and you hold your triggers down,
and he falls, a blazing meteor from the skies,

When the ice forms thick and heavy out along your Fortress wings,
and she handles slow and sluggish in the skye.

When the Messerschmitts keep coming, and your ammo's almost gone,
and you know that any moment you may die.

When a fleur-de-1lis of contralls marks the sky at nine o'clock;
then another and another high at three.

When a score of friendly Thunderbolts go streaking over head,
and the sky around you suddenly is free.

When the "Jugs" cavort like puppies, tracing patterns over head,
and tthey fly defensive cover all around.

When spry Spitfires then take over as you CIross the channel coast,
and you leave behind that enemy held ground,

When you never cease your vigil, though your "rittle Friends" are near,
and you never stop your searching of the skye

Lest a jasta that's returning from a raid on Englands shores, catch
you napping and pounce on you from on high.

When a crippled Fortress ditches 'midst the monstrous swells below,
and you see a bobbing dinghy there balloon.

When a man can live but minutes in that wild and freezing sea,
and you pray that Air-Sea Rescue finds them S00nN.

when you've let down over channel, and you've taken off your mask,

- and you know the cliffs of Dover lie ahead.

When you think of mild and bitters 1n "The Rose And Crown" tonight,
and give thanks to God Almighty you're notb dead.

When you count the planes around you, and you know how few are left,
and how ripped and torn are those that still can fly.

When you see the red flares streaking signals "Wounded Men Aboard)
for the ambulances that are standing by.

When your wheelg touch on the tarmec with a squeeling puff of smoke,
and you taxi to the hardstand down the line.

Fhen you stand again on Gods good earth and gaze into the sky,
and a silent prayer of thanks goes through your mind,

When you slide your faithful Brownings out and slip each in its case,
, and you gather up your gear and start to leave,

When you think of comrades lost today, and raids still to be flown,
and you know a Fortress gunner cannot grieve.

When you turn to catch the lorry that's interrogation bound, and

ou note her scars of battle as you dO.
Whe¥1 you place & gloved hand gently on the Fortress battered hull.

ghets a lady, Queen of Battle, through and throughe.
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88 to how the Lattle went, and when, and whera,
Whon you've told them of the lozses, and the firhters, and the fiak,
and of how 'tha bomb strile loolad to you from thors,
4
When you'lve told tlienm ol the pnrachutes you counted drifting down,
and of those who had no chanee to m. ke 1i out,
When you've told then of the bitter cold that Treczes men to death,
and yeulve told them of e roclkels deandly route,
ihen you've had hot Ttea and brandy, and theyire warning you inside,
but the cup you hold now trembles in your hand,
Then you'll answer no more tuestions, and the fuestloners subside,
JUnly those who've lived through combat underatand,

Wilien you clean Jour Erowning Pifties with a tander loving hand,
and adjust them to perfection at the end,

When you know that they!'ll be ready when you call on them again,
Tor a Fortress pumer has no better friend,

When you've stowed your flying sult and boots; your 'echute and
your Mae West; and you're baclr inside your dingy Hissen hut,
ihen you've rinished off three fingers left of Johnnie Walker Black,
and you've 11t snother Players Navy Cut,

When you've ashaved in Lopld water with s helmet for a bowl, and
Jou've bathed Trom hend to toe 1n what remaing,

When you've opened up your B=li bag and got your Class Az out,
Tor a two day pass gwaits you I'or your paina,

Wien you shrup into Jour overcoat and give vour shoss g lick,
and jerk your cap down over jour ripght ear,

When your buddy stands Impatiently awalting at the door, saying:
"Oome on, boy., I'm astarving for a heer",

Wihen you wesr those silvep funners wings so proudly on vour chest,
With a gold edged rield of combat blue behind,

You are one of the “Expandablna”, énd different from the rest,
You're a soldier o & TM"are and special ldnd,

When the pateh upon your shoulder bears a star and winged eight,
and you man the "Fifties" of n "Sevonteen",

You are proud to be "Bxpendable", and hiatory will relate,
you have fought the greatest air war ever asan,

or, €, H, larrel
liobatown, Texas
Tall Gunmer, B=17=s
lat Div, Gth a.P,
10l 3=l
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AMBASIADOR CARDS
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FR 53 G

s T

Aere's a place within
our hearts
Where we keep
our favarite memories,
The ones that never fail o
_ make us smile--
B And when life becomes too hectic
It's such a special feeling
To close our eyes
and reminisce awhile--
And out of all the memories
Of family and friendships.
The ones that are most touching

F, a"

L}
o u to recall

Are joy-filled, love-filled moments

Blei: That we share
o at Christrnastime-
Those are the

dearest memories of all.

AMANDA BRADLEY
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NEW LINeLIory Suge W18 eSS

Chur 1992 directory should come out in May, and we need your helpl

The Postal Service has been good about sending us changed numbers, but
we need more data from many of you,

We also need to have you check your listng in the 19590 directory &nd to let
the editor know what you need changed.

K we donti hear from you we must assume that the data we have is comect
as far as your directory entry iz concernad,

Check tha form balow;

Name RC’_ELE'E-T ! C-r_'-".ﬁlkﬂ.,.-lﬂ

Addrassﬁ_’umr- J{Jﬂ'u{f_- oweE  Hov L e ”E“

sy
City, State and Zip Code _EI_U_FE_EB:,:&)‘M 73379 =11 L3

Telephone §, with the correct area code _[= S512= 297 = 53 oY

Camn you give us the four-number addition to your zZip code? [Look on ang of
your utitty bills for this, if you can't remember it].

On thal sfreat address, please designate whether i s St, Ave., Bivd, Road,
etc. Rural routes AND box numbers need o be spelled oul. In the alpha listing
of the Directory, be sure your unil designation is comrect. That's the ane that counts.
iif you were piaced in the wrong listing under organizations, don'l worry abaut
it We plan to get i right this time.)

Oither data we will store away for possibie later use:

— 43.3"Sedy,

Wile's{lest-name.-
Your biettidate _ 3 EPT, !':_, 1923

Social Securiy # _ H-5k- X -R 56 e

Retirement date/ place of employment/job title FRocess (Eandiybel —

LA GLORIA Copp . FER, 1965 Peor, EAsI, Tixas
Send the above to Aussell A, Strong E.EELCTS
5323 Cheval Place

Charlotia, NG 28205-4837
TMid SRR 153




Robert J Custer, Jr
Rt 1, Box 45B
Riviera, TX 78379-4712D

1992 England Trip

Reunion Sets Big Schedule
For Thurleigh and London

Fifty years ago next September, the
306th Bomb Group flew into history, with
its arrival in England for combat duty with
the U.S. 8th AF. That signal event in
aviation lore will be recalled once again
in August when the men of the 306th,
their spouses families and friends will
join in a reunion visit to Bedford, the old
base at Thurleigh, Madingley cemetery
at Cambridge, and to the venerable city
of London.

Specific details of the trip were
included in the mailing of the October
issue of Echoes, having been an-
nounced in detail earlier that month

At dbam s sont o wmssontomen md M3 b e L

Two options are being offered for
those participating in the main trip: A.
being to spend two nights in Bedford,
at either the Swan or Moat House hotels,
which lie across the Ouse River from
each other at the bridge; or, #2. to spend
four nights at Bedford and the remainder
in London. Group A will go on to London
after the visit to Duxford, a WWII airfield
that served both the RAF and USAAF
and which has been restored as a WWII
field.

As an added fillip, the travel descrip-
tion includes two extended week-long
trips following the activities in Bedford
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L —nm—- 367th, 368th, 369th, 423rd Squadrons, and service organizations
Thurleigh, Bedfordshire, England — September 1942-April 1945

306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ASSOCIATION

Secretary/Historian

Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, NC 28205
704/568-0153

Author
First Over Germany

Command and Staff
Officers, 8th Air
16 July 1989 Force, 1942-45

Editor
306th Echoes

Dear Robert: 306th Directory

In answer to your letter of 8 July, I appreciate the address
which you sent me, and also the possible leads on others. We
keep adding to our mailing list, still adding more than we
are losing.

"First Over Germany' is presently out of print, but I am pre-
paring the copy for a reissue of the book, which should take
place some time in the fall.

Fomby retired from the USAF in 1967 as a lieutenant colonel.
He is one of many retired officers whom we have not yet been
able to locate, but we keep trying.

You listed Snuffy Smith among those whom you had known. Smith
died several years ago in Florida. He had appeared at several
reunions until illness forced him to cease traveling.

I hope you are enjoying Federal jury. That can be quite an or-
deal. :

"Echoes'" will keep you posted on various activities.

All the best,

ALWAYS FIRST, FIRST OVER GERMANY

¢
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