3001 Deer Trail Lane
Medford, Oregon 97501
February 3, 1879

Russell A. Strong
Rt. 1, Turnpike Road
Laurinburg, North Carclina 28352

Dear Mr. Strong:

Your letter was forwarded to me by the Daisetta, Texas post-
master. Up until July 1977 1 had been Tiving in HOuston, Texas
since 1962.

After retiring, we moved to Medford.

1 thought that memories of the 306th now Tingered in only a
few people still surviving. It brought back memories when I
saw the letter head, especially the squadrons' ensignias.

As I don't know what information that you need, 1'11 not
try to guess. Anyway, I get my mail at the above address if
you need it

Sincerely, _
fﬂ,ﬂ}- Craltline

Lloyd “Crabtree



A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP - EIGHTH AIR FORCE

Russell A, Strong Rt. 1, Turnpike Rd., Laurinburg, NC 28352

Name Crabtree, Lloyd G.

anddress 3001 Deer Trail Lane, Medford, Oregon 97501

Telephone (503) 535-6850 pate 4-10-79
Occupation Retired Employer
Address Telephone

Saervice Record:

Bafore joining the 306th: Primary Flying Cadet Training at

Ontario, Calif. 11-40 to 1-41 {washed out after 10 hours?’. Pre-
Flight Training at Santa fna, Calif. 1-43 to 4-43, Grad. Deming,
Mew Mex. AAF Bombardier T'ram'lng Base 7-43, Phase Training with
Walker Provisional Group at E hrata, and SEﬂkanE. Wash., and

FﬁPﬂLitﬂfkaQrfﬂgﬂntﬁEﬂfgﬂgﬂ Station at Salisbury, Eng.

POW at Barth, Germany (Stalag I) 1-24 to 5-45), Discharged at
Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas B-45,

306th Record: 2
Arrival Date 12-44 Sgquadron or other unit 367
mos Bombardier Combat Status Active

Missions Completed Shot down on 4th.

! MNone
Promotions

Decorations AM oles DFC__oles_ §5_ DSM__DSC__MH_ SM

PH__Battle Stars none other

(OVER)



Name Crabtree, Lloyd G. Address 3001 Deer Trail Lane, Medford, Or. 97501
Telephone {503) 535-6E50

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT

Pilat PROSS McCol lum Plane # and Name Bioya

Mission Date 1-11-44 Target Halberstadt, Germamy

Cause of lﬁss'.%% fire Fighter attackFWl120s Other, explain We were over Holland:
one of our B-17s had Just ripped open the Fight end of the leading edge of our plane's
wingcoming up under us too close to our right. Ross had rung the'bail-out signalbut
then aot control of the ship. Before I could get back to my position, three elements
of FW_190s attackus head-on cut of clouds about 40 feet over head. One 20mm went
through the nose. The plane went into a steep dive.

Describe conditions in_ the plane completely as you can: Dan Jones {our Navigator;
%““EF"PFE his para:hﬁie firing Hhe cnnfuainﬁ andythe top of the pilot chute was )
lying on his table. 1 tugged on his jacket and motioned for him to come on. He
just stood and looked at me . I could not get to the cockpit because of the gravitational
force and angle of dive. I pulled the red pin on the nose escape hatch, and rolled out.

An Me=109 ciecied me ai was drifting down. I landed on a farm house roof near Apel-
doorn, and was capturedright away. I Tater Tearned that all of my Ccrew wWere killed

in the plane, . o+

There is a account of this in Ernie Pyle's BRAVE MEN - Holt and Co. 1944, [pes, t07)
concerning Rosses father and his reaction. Incidentally I did talk to Arthur, :
after it was all aver and help*him identify Rosses body. He told me he had it

brought back and buried at Arlington.

How and where did you leave plahe? 58 above.

What happened when you got on the ground? Arrested by the Germans right away.

Did you meet any of your crew mates? flo.

How were you treated, if captured? Mo treatment for slight wounds. No treatment

for ear-ache causehby bailing out. Weighed 127 pounds when rescued by the
Russfans. Spent 4 days in solitary at Dulag Luft at Frankfort before being
shipped to Barth.

Any additional details, reminiscences, letters, or documents of these events would be ap-
preciated, If you do send such materials, 1 will copy them and put them back in the mai

to you within 24 hours.

k:ra:z}



The Mrs. Crabtree that you talked to in Mashville, Indiana could have
been Mrs. Lee Dunn Crabtree. Lee was in the same room with me at

Stalag 1. The Germans called us brothers. I'm Sorry to learn about Lee.
Please send me Mrs. Crabtrees address if you have it. T4, . o 2,70,

Conlfssy o -:I'!"-‘.’-.-f-La / Thanks, f%f%m
(.
.:'a_m{,qa. .-‘:/_,J'jfiz L M" e 'MLEJI



12-18-88

127 Bridgewater Circle
Midland, Texas 79707
(815-697-6378)

SECRETARY/EDITOR: HRu=sell A. Strong
i06th BG Assoc.

Dear My, Strong:

This is my change of address from Oregon and back
to Texas,

['m enclosing a copy of two different letters con-
cerning the 306th Group, the 367th Squadraon and my caonnection
with it. I hope that you don't mind if 1 1ifted the 30&6th
Echoes account of the Halberstadt raid of 1-11-44, I also
includedmy horror story (this was & POW term) of what happened
to us on that daw.

I was also wondering if there is a copy of your book
FIRST OVER GERMANY? If there is a copy still available please
let me know how much 1t sells for now, including mailing,
handling cost, and tax or whatever.

I'm also enclosing a small contribution to be applied
to the upkeep of the 306th 36 Assoc. efforts in whatever
way you see fit., Keep up the good work.

Haeve a good Holiday Seasgon,

|__!|



| SOUADRONS

DEAR MR, CRABETREE,

THE FEaSsr-THaT 1Y e mrd s T AT THES T s VS T HAT
V. A ASSs L ATE MEMBER oF THE EisHTH AR FoRcE HiSToRcaL
SOCETY, AMD wiaFhits ol A PRoTECT ENTITLEDR. " SQuabRons
ATRIESTE ThTHE HEsesy Baopal@ GEma™S, e
T "l € oSS OF Do LI vErdT B ord A-D adsmera Bl s afF
PRl sy By THE RSSO THE HiEssy Tl eRoabrs,
EURSFE A, Aras o IFe. o s ishaS.
| HeawE fmEmaT ArraReaTicr] AD RELAPeE T Fom THS =R
DF ST A FEE - SRl SR PReE S T
MY DNDERST AT (S THAT THIS SuRSTEET S RARELY Towxdsets
LOEEM 1M S A RRETT . B AT AL Sy ssT B oHE oF
THE e 5 o THILS FPrRogsEat 1% T aivE HE (e -ERSST oS
THE OPFosT LT Y T APFRESC ISTE WS 7oy v B o e T,
VB CuommEnTLY TIRYiNG TD PIECE TDOETHER. A TISPLANy o THE
2T, BorE SouapRon, wWHICH |UNDERSTAND Yo wWERE ASSor \ATeED
WA ITH | OETAED Yoo MAME FTRo, A PoSstere,. Far= T HRE

SPLAT 1A S EE e A ORI GrEL SaquafEeoed S FiesTH

Famed T RErmELsrT THE S06ETH Al orit W At METMORARILLA
THAET vimA D MAKE ard INTEREST MGG DIsPLa-y. MY obh3Istrwe
i T FRELERT THELCE FirTardasS ST EELUCHAS | Ao SO EL L AN —
Eoiss S ol FLUEmioriS. 1T Yoo Hoeae | Srry e s o
WAL ST MDD CorTRIBUTIG , O s Lires , Voo HELD
WOULD BE SREAT LYy AFT=RE ST ED

| Am ErpiersT B THE RosrodsE TIHMES 7 wofas HEwWS
A AT ORECTOTR | AHND hasE WD ETD orl S-S, PRoTEO S,
P Dorites THIS oM MY OndMN ouT oF FPERScrsl . (riTERS AT

AMD ADMRATICN FoR THE A0 F. SIRNCERELS, “STEVE HoaRlews

STEPHEN HARLOW P.O. BOX 1682 ROANCKE, VIRGINIA 24008



STEPHEN HARLOW P O. BOX 1682 RCANCKE, VIRGIMA 24008

LOOKING FoRrR TS PN

LOOKING For THIS Patrew
IN PuoLuom o ot

LooximGe FOR ARY STYLE
OF “~ViNs 1IN CLoTH or JUuLrLIoN

CiR METAL. .

A

' '!\‘\1 ;!D

LOOKING FOR PHoToS
oF NOSE ART, CReE W
MeEMBERS, ETC.

Vs

()
)'h CuAY [A)

LooxirG Fok ORIGNAL-
I2BUED SQUSDREN PaTTHES,
A-2. FUEHT JACKETS, ANY
FUGHT GEAR FOR & AR KIN

DISPLAY.




Rozenburg, Holland
November 28, 1688

Mr. Lloyd Crabtree
1200 Mire Mar o 409
Medford, OR 97504 367
U.S.A.

Dear Mr. Crabtree,

You might be surprised to reveive a letter from Hollande. I very
much would like to explain the reason why I contact you 2

Since over four years I am researching the USAAF 8th Air Force
mission no. 182 to Oscherleben, Halberstadt and Brunswick on
January 11, 1944. The 8th A.F. lost 60 heavy bombers that day in a
relentlessly airbattle over Germany and Hollande I am intending to
publish the entire story about that days mission, dedicated to the
perished crewmen for their surpreme sacrifices in fighting for freedoms

Your Group, the 306th B«Ge lost 5 plane: ind crews that daye.
According to my records, your plane, piloted vy 2nd Lt. Ross McCollum,
went down near Epe = Holland and you were the only survivor of that
tragic crashe. Less is known about that crash and to clear this up and
let it not disappear for for ever is the reason why I contact youe.

I would be most grateful as you will be so kind to get in touch
with me to learn your experiences about the mission and the circume
stances of the crash and what happened to you after the crash.

It's my sincere intention to sketch a factual account about what
happened that daye Bye witness accounts of crewmen involved will be
indispensable to write a true historye.

Many thanks in advance for your kind cooperation and I am looking
forward to hearing from you soone

Yours sincerely,

Y:EL% e \iw/ﬁ,,z.

Jaap van der Kuylen

JaapvanderKuwen
Rietgorsiaan 8
3181 SN ROZENBURG
HOLLAND



127 Bridgewater Circle
Midland, Texas 73747
12-19-88

Hr. Jaap van der Kuylen
Rietgorslaan 8

1181 5H Rozenburg
HOLLARKD

Dear HMr. Kuylen:

Thank you for your letter, | have moved back to Texas,
but your Tetter was forwarded to me. [ am sending a copy of
it to the 306 Bombardment Group Historical Society. I have
enclosed their loga together with the names of those in
charge and their mailing addresses. Also they did have
at one time a book available, FIRST OVER GERMANY by Russell
A. Strong, a history of the 306th Bombardment Group. MHis
address is on the logo page.

About eight years ago, when we were living in Oregon,
my wife's great niece was in a senior English class in (Higd senser)
Amarillo, Texas. |lles teacher had given the students an as-
signment to interview someone who had been in combat, Sa the
girl called me and 1 wrate down her questions and sent her
my response. She said that she recieved an A grade for her
paper from the teacher. Anyway the following is a partial
guatation from my response:

"Some crews flew their ships overseas to their combat
units. We went over on the Queen Mary. There were over 20,000
troops on my voyage. She was teo fast for an escort. Our trip
from Hew York Harbor to the Firth of Clyde (Glascow, Scotland)
took 4 days and 18 hours-still pretty fast for a water craft,

We were shipped by train from Glascow to a pooling station
near Salisbury, England. From there the crews were assigned
to combat groups as they were needed as resulting from people
completing their assigned 25 combat missions, or failing to re-
turn because of enemy action (fTighters, or anti-aircraft fire,
engine failure, or mid-air collisions). Some would come back
From a mission too wounded to ever fly again. Still others would
be brought back home dead in a plane because of flak or enemy
aircraft gunfire, or having their oxygen go out. Two minutes
was about all anyone could live without oxygen at high altitude,
especially when the temperature was a minus 50 degreesF. 0 yes,
frost bite disabled some aerial combat people-usually regquiring
fingers or toes to be amputated,

1 was assigned to the 306th Heavy Bombardment Group and
the 367th Squadron. It was referred to as the Clay Pegeon
Squadron because its combat losses were 50 high. {I'm omitting
my description of aerial combat makeup that I wrote becaus<
it might have not been accurabd.

| was shot down after a raid to Halberstadt, Germany oOn
January 11, 1944, ATl my crew (9 men) were killed. [ parachuted
aut of the nose of the B-17 and lTanded near Apeldoorn Holland,

I could see the Zuider Zee as [ came down. After some scary
encounters with the Germans they finally put me in Stalag I
{near Barth, Germany)-some 90 miles north of Berlin. After



2 (cont.)

16 months, in May 1945 the Russians rescued us. They wanted to
take us back to Odessa (on the Crimean Pennisula) but Eisenhauer
said he would come get us. Our B-17s came in, landed at the
Barth Airdrome and flew us back to Rheims, France. We were
trucked to Camp Lucky Strike (very near Fecamp-famous for its
Benedectine and right on the Atlantic). At Lucky Strike we were
re-patriated. Lucky Strike was mass confusion. Some 30,000

" men were there at one time. I saw chow lines (men waiting to
eat) a quarter of a mile long. I had a lot of fun there. 1~
learned how to get thru draw partial pay, go to London and

the Isle of Wight, and get back to Camp Shanks (New York) on

the Santa Paula.

On the day that I was shot down we lost over 60 four engine
bombers. I can remember looking out and seeing over 600 four
engine bombers in combat formation over Hitler's Europa.

Ernie Pyles writings were compiled in a book named BRAVE
MEN- Henry Holt and Company, Copyright 1944. On page 207, my
pilot Ross McCollum and his father, Arthur, are mentioned. 1
talked with Arthur after I got back and explained to him what
had happened. It seemed That Authur had been with Graves
Registration of the Army that dug up and identified bodies
of U.S. combat personnel that had been buried. He had found
two bodies- his son Ross and our flight engineer, S/Sgt Wayne
A. Warner, Their ID (dog tags) had been lost and GR could not
tel1l which body was which. I told Arthur that Ross had worn
an RAF helmet that he had gotten from the "dead man supply
room." This identified Ross. He had his body brought back
and buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

To follow up, in 1965 I was in St. Paul's Cathedral in
London, and asked to see the book that lists the names of the
Americans that were killed in actjon flying out of England
during World War II. A1l of my crew were there along with some
2400 (?) others.

You asked if I had it to do over again , would I go Again?
~As terrible as it was,it was the price that we had to pay to keep
America free. VYes, I would go again. If we had not gone, thiws
present generation would probably not be allowed to ask questions

to search for the truth." '

I hope that this will be of some help.

Sincerely,

7 IS ' L)
f(’w«_{,’&’ - /_/{/ﬁgl_
g
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The good news that came from
Iwaly was tin; with bad for some
af us who sull had srong roots and
half our hearts in thar crusl battle
groiand,

The pame of Bodesick MacDionald
may oot have been familiar in Ames-
ica, but it meant much 1o many of us
wha marched with the wars in Tuni
sia, Sicily and lmalv. Mar was one of
our bunch—a war correspondent—
and the report came that he had been
killed at Cassino,

Maoc was a Seor. His family emi-
graced o Ausmalia and he was
schocoled there and evenmualiy went
to work for the Sydnev Morning
Hersid, He left Avsrralia in 1g40
and foliowed the wars in China, the
Mear Eaxm, and all through Alrica.

We frst koew him in Tunisia.
Jus after Tunis fell he came down
with o savage recurrence of malana
and spent thres weeks in 2 hospinl
Finally he got streng encugh to get
back 1o Algiers dunng that peacemul
inrerval beparesn Tuniziz and Sicily.

During thar dme our Public Rea-
Hang secrion was s=t up ina camp oo
the =mndy and pentie shore of the
Mediterranean, soms Ewenty  miles
ourside Algiers. That's where I used
up those six weeks of peace—one of
the grandest six weeks of my Life,
just lolling in my tent, eating well,
wiorking o little, reading 4 log, mosty
Inafing and being wonderfully warm.

HRoderick  MacDionald semt ward
that he was in a hotel ar Algiers, and
I got a jeep and went and picked
him up. He was so weak be couldnt
even carry his bedroll. We broughe
him our to camp and put him in the
TNt next to mine,

For days he lay [stesa, with
strength enough oaly e pet wp for
meaie, The sun was broiling and b=
would strip down 1o his shors and
lie thers in the hot sand, baking his

L:.'_":.‘-; I.-".--—|I_-'—-r
(C O iy
BRAVE MEN
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body a desk brown, Gradually e
began e Hew into him agmin, b
face fAlled out, the glaze left his com,
and the famows MacDonald smile ssald
Maclonald barbed retort began w
Teturm,

Mac had everything w live fe
snd he loved being alive. He wa
young, tall, handsome, brlimnt, e
gaging. He had a sepmiove mind, sed
he would have been a movelrst bhasd
there been no war, Amon
cans he was the bestlik Brrish
correspondent | have ever knows
With his Scotish and  Auvgnlos
heritage he undersiood vs. He would
Lkid the pants off us about the way
we talked, and mimic our Har pre-
puncizton. He in turn ook the same
razzing sbout his Cuford accent. He
had never been to America but it was
his one ambicion to go there

Like mest correspondents, Mae felt
that he had o wrte o book. He had
it about two-thirds Gaished when be
came o our camp to recuperate. Dhir
ing the lamer davs of his stay, whes
his strength bad returped, be tapped
gway belligerently on his lirde Type-
writer, cusding the day he eve
started the book, resenting the dead-
line hizs London publishers wers
heckling him with. Buc he did Gmish
it .

The day I arrived in London from
Italy 1 went inte a bookstore, and [
noticed Macs book, | bought gt just
becauses | knew Mae, and brought it
home and pur it on the table, but did
mot get around to reading it.

After he was pone [ read in What
an iromic world, that only the com-

ulsion of death makes us do for our
iends—in more ways than merely
reading 2 book—what we should
have dome while they still lived

Amere

Many of the correspondsnrs wha
had gooe through the campaigns o

i

1
. i

LTS I L = e

HEwWRY Moo Tann cetfa

THIS ENGLAND

africa, Sicily and Traly were in Eng-
ol and we fele like a ke family
¥ AARE all the newcomers. -

Hefore 1 arrived they had a big
:nquet fer the correspondents who
<3 bezn in the Mediterransan.
‘here was no pencral gertogether
srrer [ got there, but a few of us oc
_asionally called e=ch other up and
=i together for & mesl.

\fasc of the correspondents based
n Londen and worked out to the
:smps or airhelds, on trips af 2 few
tivs each, and then came back o
write up their stuff and wait on the
qagon, A vast Army Publie Rela-
1:0ns branch occupsed ome huge four-
wory building and overfiowsd into
wiezal others. They had set up 2
"rorrespondents’ foom’ as 4 soft OF
central headguarers for us. We pot
oue mail thers, and we went there 10
nk guestions, and get varhons ]:wr.ﬂ:_p-
lems worked out, and mett cach
ether.

The mail was a revelation. In the
\fediterransan the averags lemer tock
at Jeasr two weeks and 2 half o come
from the Seares, and most of it mu:!ﬁ.
longer. In England half of my mail
came through in & week. [ even had
one letter in five days, and the long-
st was only two weeks on the way.

Cibviously ne correspondent knew
when the invasgon would be ar
where, 1 imagine you could count on
vour hapgers all the Asmy officers in
England who knew. All we corre-
spondents could do was Lo be ready.

" Only a fow were to go in on the
inital invasion of in the early sages
Some af the eager ones tried o pull
srings o get front seats i the inva-
sign  armada. Others with berter
judgment just kept gquiet and let
matters take theic course, Personally,
T tried to get accredited to the Brven
Home Guard to help defend the

¢ ;_..'_"'l;f'iLD- P L S R B 1Y O I T —
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Midland town of Burford from Ger-

man attack.

The American contingent had ac-
quired many Oew [ermi. The newest
and most  frequentdy beard wus
“GHAEF,” the initisls of Supreme
Headquarzzrs  Allied Expeditionary
Force. SHAEF wap planning the io-
vasinn, and would direct it InEtiak
rrew inmo words overseas just as ey
did back im Washington.

The word ETOUSA sill existed.
That stands for Evropean Theater of
Operation Unived States Army. That
ir, headquarters of the Amencan
Army as distinct from Allied Head-
guarters. It was two yzars old then
zpd sl functening, i

When we wers mhers i I942
ETOUSA was always pronoupced
“eetposa.” For some unexplained rea-
som the pronunciation had chanped
o “eetowza” [Being old-fashioned
and se inomy ways [ liked the hrst
one. best,

Mot long after my arrival, T 100k
a trip up o the Midlands o sse 2
man from Albuquergue, Fe was, in
fact, the man whe built our litle
white house out thers on the mesa,
and who subsequently became ane of
our best friends. His name was Cap-
tain Arthur McCaollum, He was a
lieutenane in the last war He spent
twenty years regretng that be never
got overseas the other tme, and be
was very happy that he had made it
this ime. He was atrached to a big
general hospital our in the country.

In January Captain McCollum had
a reunion with hi# son, Lieutenant
Ross MecColium. Ross was chief pilat
of o Flying Fortress. Father and son
had two wonderful weekends to-
gesher, And then on his second mis-
sion over Germany Ross didn’t come

back. Nothing had besn heard from  /
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|"I }nm gince. That was nearly foar

C-apmn ]'-'[m: and Ross were real
companions—they played  together
and drﬁ.mg-& and planned togsther,
Afer the war they were going to hsh

|I & lot and then start an airplane salss
ageocy. -

Caprain Mac said he kind of went
to the bottam of the barre] over Ross.
For two ‘'months he was so low he
felt he couldn't take it. And then he
said to himself, “Lock here, you
damn fool. You can't do this. Get
yourself I:nl_.nl:ih:f And having given
iums.rﬂ.f that command, he earried it

5
|

f:runri him the same lifedoving,
gay friend I hed known in Albu-
querque, We bicycled around the
countryside, celebrated  here  and
there, made foels of ourselves, and
had =z wonderful time,

Captain Mac nlked a lot about
Rogs, and felt betrer for the talking,
bur he didn't de any erving on my
shoulder, He felt Armly that Ross
would come back, bur he knew that
if he pever did he could rake it
{Months later, when both af us were
iri France, word came that Foss was
i definitely dead. And Mac ok rhat

fnal news in the same brave way.)

The Tppe Manufacturing Com-
pany, of Bradford, Pennsylvania,
make: Tippo cgarene lighters, In
peacetime they are nickel-plated and
shiny. In wamime they are black,
with 2 mough fAnish. Zippos are not
available at all to civilians, In Army
P¥: all arcund the sorld, where a
batch comes in occasanally, there are
long waiting fste

While T was in lialy T had a lemer
from the president of the Zippo
Company. It scems he B8 devoted to
my. colume. It seems further that
be'd had an idea, He had sent to our

headquarters in Washington to put

my signature, and then he was haw-
ing the signamre en raived on @
special mickel-plated ligher and was
poing to send it to me as @ 31&.

Pretry soon there was another let-
ter. The president of the Zippo Com-
pany had had another brainstorm. In
addiion tw my superheterodyne
lighter he was gming 1o send fifty of
the regular ones for me 1o give o
foends.

[ was amused at the mn-:its'r:.r of
the president's better. He said, “You

ghably know nothing about the
Zippo lighter”

If he only knew how the soldiers
covered them! They'll bumn in the
wind, and pilets say they are the only
kind that will light ar extreme alu-
tudes. Why, they'rs so popular 1 had
thres of them stalen from me in ome
year.

Well, at last the Lighters came, for-
warded all the way from Ttaly. My
own liphter was a beaary, with ms
name on one side and a lide Amer
ican Aag on the other. I h‘gﬂ.n IO+
ing twice 25 much as usual just be
cawse | enjoyed lighting the thing.

The ffty others went like hee
eakes, | found mysslf e%iﬂni with
a wonderful weapan WinnLEs
friends and infuencing people. A
fifty-ane of vs wens grateful o M:

Zippo,

1 was with an infantry compa=*
of the Firsz Division in those bt
mountain battles wes of Mateur, =
Tunisia, For three days T Lived &= »
tent with 2 British captain aitacts
to ut as a liaison effeer. The n =
before an sttack he and T maros
up ta the lines with separate Iu .
ions of the same regiment. ]b.u.l
dawn the next day I sow a Fe- oo
officsr being carried on a stee
When I san cver, sufe epough o=

my foend, Captain Jack Morris Ene
field. He was badly wounded in the
back and srm. Owr strescher bearers
carried him to the rear and 1 did not
szz him sgrin.

There in London I was having
lunch in an offcers” club when an
Amencan eolopel | had known in
i Tunisia came over. He sid he had
2 Bratish girl =t his rable he'd like me
i meet, And when he introduced os,
it was Captzin Enfield's sisver,

She said her brother had recovered.
He still had some pain in his back,
but she puessed be was all nghe
he was then in the paratroops. | had
missed  him by only oweooe-four
hours,

I suppese to give this ,.:""‘!-'M?h':!I !E'u!
proper ending Miss Fe w:-‘r
should have b=en .
happily ever afb-
i me tog, b’
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There may be no dues, BUT

I does take money to keep the 306th Association fiying. Those who are
alde are asked to make an annual conlrituion fo keep everything running
smooihly. Nea one is dropped from the mailing el for non-payment! Your
gifl is tax deductibie,
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17 August 1995

Dear Lllpgd:

That's a new spelling for Lloyd. I know better, but sometimes my
fingers run away froemmy brain.

I am delighted to authorize you to use the information from the
Echoes issue of October '88 for your book, as well as the color
rendition of the squadron patches.

However, let me suggest that you use the cover of the 1994 diree-
tory enclosed because the color is so much better.

That, in part, is what Echoes and our other publications are all
about. That's why we have never copyrighted them. We want them
used, and if they help in telling YOUR story, eo much thebbetter.

Glad to know you will be leaving something tangible for the agener-
ations to follow that tells your unqiue combat story.

When you get all dome, if you have an extra copy I would 1like to put
it in the permanent 306th collection, which will ultimately become
a part of the USAF Academy Library collection.

All the best,



Lloyd Crabtree
127 Bridgewater Circle
Midland, Texas 79707

3-28-96
915 697-6378

MR. Russell A. Strong
5323 Cheval Place
Charlotte, North Carolina 28205

Dear Russell-

Well now you have my literary efforts in your
hands. It's gestation period was quite lengthy.
It spent four months in the US Copyright Office
ready to be dubbed one-of- a kind. Then it went
to the Texas Tech Publishing Department. After
they surveyed it's sales potential, distribution
problems, they kindly rejected it because of it's
brevity.

They suggested that I try the periodical
route. I chose rather to have my arranger, designer,
and printer to make about 25 copies for me to dispose
of as I see fit. What with my wife having relatives
fram Perryton to Midland, Texas and not to mention
Pensacola, Florida, and Murfreesboro, Tenn. Then
my folks are scattered from Medford, Oregon to
Boerne, Texas. So we shouldn't have too much
trouble in disposing of the copies.

I've enclosed a copy of my request to quote
fram and Scripps Howard's reply to use Ernie Pyle's
account of his visiting Arthur McCollum after
learning of his son's death.

I was quite humbled by Scripps Howard's re-
sponse. I had never heard of The Ernie Pyle Fund
of the Scripps Howard Foundation. If you think it
would be appropriate, you might mention the
Foundation's purpose in The Echoes sometime.

I appreciate your help. Keep up the good
work. You may place this little book in the US Air
Force Library Museum or where ever if you think it
is up to speed.

Sincerely,

£ Coalll .

Lloyd Crabtree



P.O. BOX 5380 MARY LOU MARUSIN
CINCINNATI. OHIO 15201 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

312 WALNUT STREET, 28TH FI.OOR
CINCINNATI. OHIO 45202
K13 977-3036

sve= SCRIPPS HOWARD
@I FOUNDATION

July 24, 1995

Mr. Lloyd Crabtree
127 Bridgewater Circle
Midland, TX 79707

Dear Mr. Crabtree:

Thank you for your letter, requesting permission to reprint a portion of
one of Ernie Pyle's columns. Henry Holt and Company has forwarded
your correspondence to the Foundation for reply.

The Foundation is the assignee of any and all rights arising out of
Scripps Howard's employment of Ernie Pyle and publication of his
columns, and we grant you a non-exclusive right to re-publish his
columns. The Foundation offers permission to reprint them in the hope
that those organizations seeking to do so will make a donation to the
Ernie Pyle Fund of the Scripps Howard Foundation. This helps finance
scholarships awarded each year to deserving journalism students. We
leave the decision of a contribution, if any, up to you.

A credit line should be included - "Reprinted by permission of Scripps
Howard Foundation."

If possible, we would also like to receive a copy of your book,
containing the reprint of Ernie's column, to add to our Ernie Pyle shelf.

Should you have any questions regarding this, please call. Thanks for
your interest.

Kindest regards,

' &/h ,}Zﬂu/(/ﬁ//ﬁﬂdur -

Mary/Lou Marusin
Executive Director

cc: Al Schottelkotte, President, SHF



127 Bridgewater Citrcle
Midland, Texas 79707

Legal Department

Henry Holt and Company

115 West 18th

New York City, New York 10011

I would like to get your permission to dquote from a portion
of your 1944 copyrighted edition of BRAVE MEN by Ernie Pyle.

On pade 207 and 208 Pyle wites about his visit with Captain
Arthur McCollum in England: Please refer to the othar page.
He relates how the Captain reacted when he learned that his

son Ross wag killed in action.

I was the only one in Lieutenant Ross McCollui's plane that
lived. I am writing a book that includes this tragedy.

Please send me the necessary forms and a bill for the cost
of using this account by Ernie Pyle about Arthur McCollum.

Sincerely, .

NN YA

4

Lloyd Crébtree



