.-ﬂ::-efwﬂ. fm:;&fin,.ﬂn
6 Woodhald Lane
Clifton Fank, NY 12065

May 25,1993

fin. Williom Houdifan
f;?fm Hulen Road
eldvilie Wl 4801/

Bean Ma. Howlifan:

Ay bavthen, Lt Jobn F. (Jack) Conghlin was & pilot with the 368
jf:ah - JO6L% Bumd Group. He anaived in &ngland in Februany /9% and

vea Loat on o miasion to Oberpffenfofen on 24 Apndd /945,

Some e d;q#,{:ﬂd'ﬂ the Freedom off Efr.lfnmmf.im act the wltached
Enfommation wea obtnined - I now poss (3 along fon the intncat of the
folbs who widd be attending youn wewnion. | alio include o couple of
obien ifems which aoame of the people may sedate to.

the Obenpd ;-E{m of /9% ia,lbelive,now nefened to ondy aa
?ﬁf&m"ﬂd en ia located about 20-25 milea noath of Munich on the
nivean,

My veny beat whishes fon o most happy pet-togethen,

Zp s



WAR DEPARTMENT
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFIGE

i RIFLY REFER TO:

AGEC-3 201 Coughltn, Jobn E. WASHINGTON 23, O: Gi Ties

(& Liov &5) ’a—nhg

-

-

& Moveapber iC

Mrs.' Mary M. Coughlin
£12 West Woodrufl Street
Fetertown, New York

" :
{ .Deax Mrs, Coughlin:

§ince your husband, First Lisutensnt John F, Coughlin, CGB05L05, Alr
Corpas, wes réported misaing In ection 2k April 1oLk the War Depertment
i, F has entertained the hope that he survived end that informetion would be
//;‘L_ revealed diprelling the uncertainty surrounding his sbsence. However, Bs
(% 4n many cases, the conditions of warfare deny us such information,
'r i

Publie Law Lo0, 77th Congress, as amended, provides for a review and
determination of the status of sach person who hea been miselng 1in aotilon
for twolve months. Accordingly, your husband's cese wvas reviewed and he
was' continued in the status of missing in action es of 29 April '1ols,

- The lay further provides that a subsequent review shall be made whenever
warranted, Upon such subsequent reviev the meking of & finding of desth
18 suthorized.

. All svailsble records snd reports concerning the absence of your

. husband have besn corafully investipated ond nre deemed to werrent o subse-
gquent review of hia case, Information in the henda of the Wer Depertment )
indicates that your husbend wes & crew member of a B-17 bomber which falled ~
to return frem & bomblng miesion to the Munich-Augsburg ares of Germeny. The
plane wos last esen in the vicinity of Augsburg., It had been bedly damsged
by enemy fire and wes compelled to leeve the formstlion. Mo trece hae been
found ' of the bomber or Ite miseing orew membera.

i Since no Information has been recelved which would support & presump- .
tion of his continved aurvival the Wer Tepartment must now terminete your
husbend's sbsence by & presumptive finding of desth, Accordingly, an officied
finding of denth heas bLeen recorded. The finding does nob esteblish en cetuel
or nrobable date of desth; however, es required by law, 1t includes & Tra-
pumptive dnte of deoth for the purpose of terminstion of pay and eliowarncée,
pgattlement af mocounts ond peyment of deeth gratultles., In the cess of yeur
hinwband thia dete hns been et os o Kovember 1045,
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LICUT . CJURIE 1, -3l dCUL, AU st 2 ;
At Munich; Bomceor:

" COUGHLIN LOGT

Co-Pilot of Another Plane
in Squadron Tells of

Set Afire

= A e

by Enemy

Flight

WATERTOWN FLIER LAST SEEN
BAILING OUT OF HIS PLANE

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald
J. Coughlin Believed Pris
aner of Germans—No And:
nouncement Yet by War:

Department.
-
Firat Lieut Johns Framcis

Coughlin, 27, son of BMr. ond Mra.
Gorald J, Coughlin, T44 Gotham|
street, and husband of Mrs, Mary 1
Margaret Murphy Coughling 312
West Woodrull stroet, pilst of o
B-1T Flylng Foriress bomber
with ihe Eighth Air Force in
England, hos been unalficially
listed a5 missing in aclbon  aver
Germany, accarding 1o & leter
received by his wife.

The letter came to Brs, Caughs=

'Dificial Word af Death
Received Here—Oi-
. ficer Worked to Let
t Qast of Crew DBail

Qut. :

“in in ofort to keep his  burn-
fing B-17 ¥iying Fortress in the-
alr loag encugh ta allew the rest
of his ceow [0 bail  out, First
Lieut. Juhn Frameis Coghling 27,
hushand of Mes,  hlary .."-'Iargrlrt':|
Murphy Coughlin, 312 West|
Woodril sireel, mel deattt  whon |
the flaming bomber erashed o)
{he earth pear Munich, Cecmany. |
an April B4, 1844,

After miore than a your, Birs,
Coaghlin itnally  cocelved  official
wodice that ser hushand was dend,
nfter he Lad oeon In the “mdsiog
in wction” archives of the wir de=-
pariment since  April, 144, The
fetter, sent by lhe adiufant gen-

-

lin from a ce-pilot of anolher
forireds  stationed i England.
HMis hrotber was o Le-pilat 10
Ligutenani Coughlin on ke B=17
bomber. The letler stated thatl
he believed that both his brother
and Lieutgnant Coughlin  had
bailed out =alely omnd might e
prisoners of war.

The lelter said In parit !
uigck and my brother wnn:'|
down lodiey, bub It i repuriel
thab the whole crow was seen U

- -

cral's afce, Washingion, Ik C,0
efticinlly bisted him as ead, i
Howover, Mrs, Coughlin abio re=
eeived a letler [rom & crety mem-
per of her husband's plane, which
deseribed the aciion in which
Liewtennnt Caughlin died.
The afficer, sen ol Mr. and ki
Gerabd J. Coughlin, T4 Golham
stroet, wis baged in England with
the Eighil Alr Foree. He leil cnoa
bembing mission over Munich on
thie moralng of  April 24, 1044 ye dkos a former empdge of

with his crew of ton men thal men) (e New York Alr Brake come

bail cut af their plznes, w;l.r.'t{
means ihey are safe, though i

ﬁ::'“m-e;m they are pﬁ:una-lr: ol wﬁﬂ‘“?ﬁ“ﬁh;‘;:"ﬂ"’ﬁ
The last letter Brs, Coughlin,
received from her husband was
g April 3¢ from England.

On Bbpreh | 2T, Licutenant
Coughlin was awarded the  adre
mrdal by the Eighih Air Faorce
commander, Gon. Jimmy Draalil=
e, The last word raceived
from Liculenant Coughlin by bl

wilo stated that he had com

pleted  twelve bombing oalesioms.

El

Lress. -
T September, 1043, he came
thiz city on leave. On  Sopi.

Mary Margaret Murphy, daugh
ter of Mr, and Mrs. J. F. Blue
phy, 312 West Woodmulf stros
She wos formerly  employed
e New York Telephone o
pany.

leaf plusters-ta the air medal,
omd m citation from- iie general,
Licuienant Copghlin, ~fogmer
employe of the Hew York Al

St, Patrick's church by Rev. Jo
L. Plunkett, pastor of fhe churc
Following Lheir marriage, 1

Fresided ot Pyote,  Tex, whe

I T . TR

¢| grake company, was inducted in=fpjpulonant Coughlin  was st
tlig the U, 5. army July 22, V2| toned,
| At Fort Miugars, he chose to be=|  Believing that her hurban

cume an pviation cadel and slart= would  go overseay” sodn, B
il his flying career ab Kushville, Coughlin returned o this city Lo
Penn, 11& received e wings ot January to reside, with hec par
a plot at Turner Field, AL, ents. Licut, Coughlin went oved
G, Jume 30, 1943, Mrs. }H‘; ‘seas Foh. 4, 104, |
1 was prosent ot i T s | :

: -
[ I ;.{H'I.Iﬂu

i E

Jmi:ahm.. secording to ibe Crow=]yuie 93 1842, he chose tha air
transitie
school, which qualified hlm fo b
came the pllot of & Flying Forg,pany o hail of ok met the|

1943, he married the former Mid

Ha had also been uwarded 93K} The couple was married in I'l:jhu" on tho carplones

b burning plang on an cven keel

‘I serviceman wrale, TS0 of us

a B-1T, They comploed theit) .one Tnducted Inlo the army an

man's letter, and then headed baeR}orps and became an ovistion co-

Lo their bxss, dat, storting his  Aying caroer ol

Howéver, on  tha  wny  6ver

wings of a .
plane andd 1L barst  dnlo lIimH-EAL]JaEf“ Ga gl}?;ﬁ:gmal;nl;;g_ JTLEL:.
Then, 18 Geseman Fghter  planesiooushlin was  present at  his
wpened up on the coippled  B=LT reduatlon coremonics
inflicting more damage 10 0] Bp then went ta Sebri

L ng, Fla.,
eraft, It I3 belivved that Liouten- !wlmm he attended ufr.ufmr.

pnt Coughlin was wounded ouringsohogl, which qualified him to be=
the machine-gunning, but he didecen e pilot of 8 B-17. In Sep-

wh let his men Koow it tember, 1143, ha came Lo thi
it
He kepl kldding the crew mem- oy leave, Lh:'&:ep: :T“m-};. nr.:snrn.-u-:lr

nmal “f'llr'i::d the former Miss Mary Mar-
dered them te bail oul, the erew-|marpt BMurphy, daughter of M.
man wente birg, Coughlin. snd Mes, 1. F. Murphy, 312 Wes:
“He hept up the widding  1ojweadrul® strect, She was (ormoer-
sop up his crew's magale whilele omployed by the Neow York
e pal his co-pilob bried 10 B00PTolephone compony.
The couple was married in 5t
Patrick's church by Very Hew
fohn L. [Munketi, pastor af Lhe
‘hiurch. Following theic marmage,
hey resided at Pyote, Tex, where
Liegienant Cowphlin was slation-
4. rs. Coughlin returned to Was!
lertown In Jonuary, 1844, wihen,

a4 [hat the crew could bail out™

made it ol righl eut of the plane.
On e way down, one aof Lhe
crew's chules fniled to open and
o died. Five of ws made it to the
grovind.,  Your husband, his co-

pitot and Uwe crew chiel wonl] jaytenant Coughlin received his
down when the plane erashed™ {yeerens arders. He went overseas

Mashville, Tenn, -He received thel.

Lieutenant Couphlin had never

o« Feb, 154
seent ks doughier, Kethryn  Ann ! o
born an Sept. 3, 15944,

Lr AN EEATAR—. -
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