s WAR DEPARTMENT

IN REPLY REFER TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
AGPD=-R 201 Cosper, Clyde W, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
(20 cet hh) 02 ohly 366

20 October 1944,

. irs. Miriam l. Gray,

Dodd City, Texas.

Ky dear Nrs., Qray:

I have tne honor to.inform you, that by direction of the President,
the Silver Star has baeen posthumously awarded Lo your son, Second Lieutenant
Clyde /. Cosper, Air Corps. The citation is as follows:

SILVEN STAR

"or gallantry in action, while serving as Pilot ol a
B=17 airplane on a bombing wission dispatched 13 Hovember
19h3. Due to turbulent cloud conditions, his aircraft went
out of control and into a spin, ioriting ccolly and sitillful~-
ly, Lieutenant Cosper returned his olane to level flicht and
ordered the crew to baii out. After f{ive crevmen had taken
to their parachutes, the airplane again went into a spin,
dropping to an altitude of 100 feel before Lieutenant Cosper
regained control, Though his plane was almost unmanageable,
he mana.ed bo keep it stable long enough for Lhe balance of
the crevi to safely bail out. Probably knowing that his
chance of survivin: vas very small, Lieubenanl Cosper gal-
lantly decided to crash-land his bomb-laden aircrafi, where
it would not endanger the lives of civilians., He found a
small clearing, away from the town over which he was flying
and brought his plane dovm. The aircraft immediately burst
into flames and exploded a few seconds later, killing Lieu-
tenant Cosper. IHis gallantry, flying skill and devotion to
duty saved the lives ot his crew and undoubtedly those of
many civilians. The actions of Lieutenant Cosper on this
occasion reilect nizhest credit upon himsell and the Armed
Forces of the Unilted States,”

The Silver 3tar will be forwarded to the Commanding General, Zighth
Service Command, Dallas, Texas, who will select an olficer to make the
presentation. The officer selected will communicate with you concerning

your wishes in the matter.

liay 1 again express my deepest sympathy to you in your bereave-
ment.

Sincerely yours,

ey

J. A. ULIO,
lKajor General,
The Adjutant General.
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At the going down of the sun . ..

‘rem LY. Cospoer's plana

MIALL entey im wn Ameriein

imilitaey texthook is the enly
trifnaee o the skl and suerifice that
suved Prinees Risbonowseh Trony war-
Line devasiutssan

Agart from D, the stary ol Lieo-

tenant Clyde Cosper's heraism hins
been lost 1o i and sever offically
rocogitised in Britaio, wtilnow,
8 The story stacts g the morming ol
Saturdas Mosember AL in
American wirfickl inlJ-
furdahine.

Ok that Fafelul moeneng six 1175
of the 167 Spiuedron af ke Unised
Suires Army Air Foree (LSAAFR
micknimtd Fln Cloy Pidgeons, set ofl
o homb Mae U-Tear yands a1 Bre-
mem. Laden with incendiary bombs

Li. Clyde Cosper (223, from o small
fovert dq iwrthern Taxas, was af the
gantrols of e of the Bombers, just
thra: monihs alter staning hes acuve
service i Engiand,

The wesiiher that mskfiig was paor
and the wirceall wers recalled aficr
thiy stirted 10 & up. LL Cosper's
phane it o huage aderckood aml
went inte o spin losing sevirial
thosisind fect inm a few sceonds,

He wrestled wili the cuntrels and
leweliesd the homber just long enoagh
to order his crew oo haks ouwl

Bur Nying throwgh the clowd with
his wireneft Bosikieg up in mid-air. &
cpuld see the bomber wis an & direct
crash coisse for Princes Rishoroozit

The 367 Siguxdron dizry for that
diy nakes wp the siory:

Hero's sacrifice: Nearly 30 yeuﬁ after he saved a small town from
destruction, the hero of Princes Risborough will be remembered.
The Bucks Herald is campaigning to build a memorial toan American

witrtime pilot who gave his
bomber from crashing on the tow

“i pn heroe offort 19 keep the
rlnm‘_ whah seill carried a full bomb
o from cruslang in an English wi-
kg, Cosgrer chare a clering neor the
wwn of Praees Rishorough aid
crash-lansled  his alinost ungonimal
lable plene fnoan open fGeld.

~The aircrall caaphr firg and o
plodded within & few saconds, matinsly
Lilking Lt, Cosper.

“Threaph lis valiant clTors he
srvid 1l lives of his enes ansd without
diuhe. thee Hives wpd property of muny
Artish civilliins.™

Ele muniged 1o 1t ohe bomber shus
thve fown and came duwn i o fckd
just off Sumnmeerleys Riod, narrowly
nidszing the rooftops of nearby bases.

His erew's parachutes dnifted and
fanded inoamrden b Chinnor, They
pseaped wWith only mingr injurics.

Fuidly, il b pwoe died o month Tater
in unather rid — bt the Lwa sure
vivars, punners Henry Twing aed
Chuck Yordraghek  still Fve in
Amueris

The MAmrican War  Departisent
e 10 L Cosper amolher, Miram,

aiter whom Clvde pamed s plase,
when fie wis poathumously asarded
the Silher Star,

“His gillantry, Mying skill 2 de-
vorlen e duaty saved the lives of s
crewe and usdaastedly thoee of meEmy
cinkllians, ™ 10 say s~ The agtions of LE
Casper o this oocssian refloct hghly
gipien himsdl pod the Anned Poros
of the Uinated Stiies,”

The steny of the wpswig herd
prompled 4 nesciich project by The
Bucks Heraldwhich Essted sacmasnthd

We have Lraced his hackgeonnd
theough, American military reconds
anad, wesking with The Bonham Baily
Favoriie, a loca? daily nowspaper in
Texas, we have found his beather,
Moss Cosper, 0 Diodd City whine
Clydeis bured in the fosn cemutery.

Fornecight yeurs ater the dc.uf{ of
lis Brocher, Moss whit the Daily
Favorite: “Clyd2 chaught he coukd fiy
that [=17 better than anybady.

=1 gan just hear his thoeghis saying
st want fake me g secord (0 gol o,
whien 1 hit the geounil 1l be runming’-

=Bl 1hers were those bombs .,

li'e to prevent his Flying Fortress
n. TIM ROBINSON tells the story

The Bucks Herabd, watli the suppii
of e Elnited Stares Air Force and
tacal couneils is working to commem-
apaie L Cosper’s sacrifice meal year
by seeking Iredp in buikling and funl-
ing & memorizl te she hero.

Many peoglein Pringes Rishorough
n_-u'mn.Lrth.:{-r.mh. Ylaurpen B app.
af Gatensbury Pliwe, was |1 atf the
time andd hoord the plane overlead
when sie wis in bed,

| pwas sueh o heross thing o da to
dive ghee fow, | resdle feln we shawald
remember hien.” she sand

Slagreen’s hrother, Brian Sl wha
now lives in Corpwall. was 8 High
Wiycomibe Grammur Sehaal hoy und
was waling on e saton plasform
with: his Frenals far the schood train.

“Wie saw the plane disappear so
chaze ro the sintéen and There wis an
almighty explasion.” be said.

His Criesad, T Trowin, who novw
Fves i Billerscay. thought it hid hit
his house i Sumimerleys Road and
rim hame 10 ipvestigate,

Clifi*s Brother, Vie, now living in
Wifehley, was roaming homs fram

Broom and Wades, High Wyeombe
then provfucing tarks, F

A5 b whealed has cycke up the padh
of s home, he looked upin horeae
b soe The bamber pass aver jusd fect
abewe the ool - Then he hesrd fhe
crosle an ol Feld Behimd.

e that day in 1943, picersof LL
Cispren’s anigruft Al hiz Ezlangings
which were suattered agross the field
fsivee lgin busieed wader che dizst of Dime
wind imiinerihie |,'||I3I.I.,E|'|I|'|H.5-

i i 1989 experts at the Booker
Adrprufi Musesm, near High Wy
combe, apalied Tod a Ministry of
Defence oy (o comb 1he Symmers
Bays Houd el

Helped by Fred Frewin, of Chstaul
Wy, Longwick, they bacated thewsst:
agrint ol ik crash amd sweapohexd e ansy
wrth el dletectars, |

Carmor Dovid King hos carefully
preserved Uheir fnds, whidh imciucled
Li. Casper's aag lap. Sip badye and
she pikod’s mieicomy swinch, pusied AT
the “on positsen Fraem his last coms
maaed 1o onder his crew to Bak aat.

M King nlso bas o af an
Americin oewspaper in which the bt
Mirs, . M. Budgen, of the While
Coltape, Chinnor, pruises the courige
af the crew whie perachubed out and
apaloghses for ol being ahle 10 give
them hreakfas and & warm, fire.

O lunding in her garden, gunmnes
Chuck Vondrichek dusted himsdl off
and told Mrs. Budpen: "You can't

dowi i Yank™” ;
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LIEUTENANT
CLYDE COSPER

Hewspaper culling: The -piclure
readars of the Barham Daily Favaor-
ite in Dodd Cily saw when his death
was anfounced bn lale Hovembar
1943, Bul tha hell stary of his sacrifice
had yai to ba fokd




vvar nero pilet's ramily say ‘thaek-yeu'

e THE campoign, saried by The
& Bucks Herald, to baild 5 memn-
Fial 6 the wartime hero pilor
who soved Prinoes Risborough
from  destructlon bas  brought
praise from his Insl sierviving
relatives,
They described (heir emation
; und  pratitede o Princes
a L Hﬂhnmu;h for wahiling o per-
i\ HERD) _:II|.||1:I|I 1“;1'1 ﬂ,pm["H""r} }::'
ot 5 culEnsn ¥ TPEE, W
REMEMBERED | crushodunded his H-I!.i' II-1_I.'m;.'

Frortress bomber in a Geld nesr
Summerleys Rosd in Movember
1943,

The 22-year-old pilnt stayed a1
the conireds sfer ordering his
crew Lo babe nat so that he coald
e the stricken plane, corry-
ing o Ml losd of incendiary
bombis, vy from dhe tow

Lo Cosper was posthumows|y-
avianiled the Silver Star for his
bravery bul there has been no
athir aflicial recogrition,

Mawreen Knopp, of Gatens-
bury Place, had been trving io
locaie Lt l."ru:p:,-r'; relacives for
many Vears and eontocied The
Bucks Herald enlier this year,

During u six-mantl investign-

tion, the newspaper  iracked
down his brother, Moss, n =
siall wn in Morthern Tesns,

undl mext week ceporter Tim
Robinsnn will visit them and ape
of the survivors of the 1942
crash, gunner Henry Twing,

Nearing of the campaipm,
which has the suppor of Princes
Risborvugh library, Mos wrole
o Ars Fonapp ihis weels:

“Allhlwg[: th's memory rekin-
dics the hearthrenk | ond my
wife, limmie, saffered, we aee
now [illed with o mew emaothon —
knowing ihat the Hves he saved,
in giving his own, did core ond
#1ill do nnd wanl his memory 1o
live o For your part we ihank
]'I'-'lll‘-”
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