A HISTORY OF THE 306th BOMBARDMENT GROUP = BIGHTH AIR FORCE
Russell A. Strong, 4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424
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October 16, 1975

Mr. Russell A. Strong
4900 Appleridge Court
Dayton, Chio, 45424

Dear Buss:

In the course of our chat one afternoon you had
upon one list the name "William L. Cullen, Boston College
1944", Since I am a graduate of Boston College it was
easy for me to locate him., I had a nice chat with him
and below is what I developed, some of which you may al-
ready have:

l. Wwilliam L. Cullen, 7 Marshall Road, North Reading,
Mass,., Tel, 1-617-664-3277
Navigation - 368th flew from 3/44 to
6/12/44. Twenty-four missions (he was
supposed to fly twenty-eight on a pro
rata basis which I am certain you are
familiar with). On #24 he was badly
shot up and hospitalized for nine months.

2. John W. curtis - Pilot - you show him on your list
507 W. Alston, Hobbs, N. M. BB240.

3. Bill Mitchell - Co-pilot in school system or radio
broadcasting Marguette, Michigan.

4, pan Cookman - Tall gunner - Silver Lakes, Iowa -
near Mason City.

5. George '¥. Wortham - B,T.0. retail hardware business
North Little Rock, Arkansas,

6, Paul carsten,=RBombardier - finished thirty missions
and killed shortly thereafter in a truck
accident.
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2. Ocktober 16, 1975

Mr. Russell A. Strong

7. Francis E. 0'Brien, Gunner - Shawinigam, Pa. =~
possibly dead

8. George Curley, Gunner - small town, Texas
9. Joseph Trigani, Gunner - New York City

10. Dr. Albert Fink, Anesthesiologist at Base Hospital
of 306. Thought to be at Beth Israel
Hospital, Boston, Mass,

Bill Cullen gave me all the above from memory on the
phone and I hope its accurate since I'm sending a copy
of this letter to him., By the way, he and I were class-
mates at Boston College in the original class of 1945,

Any more specific information could be obtained £from him
directly.

As I mentioned, I would be interested in the where-
about of T/Sgt. Alexander Hayburn, Jr., of Louisville
{cf£. Hayburn Bldg.) He went down 10/14/43. Aalso, Lt.
William Tackmier of Taft Jr. College, Taft, california,
He finished up.

Also, Lt. George Byer the football player from Manhatten
who went down in July 1943.

I enjoyed very much meeting and talking with you and of
course look forward to your book. IE I can be of assist-
ance to you in finding anyone in the greater Boston area
(or New England for that matter) let me know.

JEC:D ohrf E. Corcoran, Jr.

P.5. Add to your list a BTO Alb Berman of 423rd who
finished around March 1944, Address 62 Walnut Street,
Wellesley Hills, Mass. 0218l.




1 Decembsr 1975

Dear John:

I'm sorry to have besen so delinquent in answering your
letter of Oct. 16, but I've finally unearthed it again,

Many thanks for the information which you conveyed at
that tims, It has bean helpful.

1 have not been able to locate Alexandser Hayburn, Jr.,
in my Louisville searchaes., But, perhaps more cen be done
on it later. I am hoping I can push 81ll Collins along
into meking much more of an effort to locate a lot of
people than has been dons so far.

If we are to have anothe reunion in 1976, we'll have to
get busy on a real search,

Could you take a look for Peter Pappas in Haverhill?
That®s all I've got to go on so far, 8o if you can locate
such 2 name, you might give him a call to check on it,
1'11 be back in touch with you soon.

Sincerely yours,

Rugsell A, Strong

4900 Appleridge Ct., Dayton, Ohio 45424
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JOHMN £ CONCORAN, JH, JOHH J. HAVLIN TeLEFHaME, 2353100

January 2, 1978

Mr. Bugsell A. Strong
Bt, 1 Turnpike Rd.,
Laurinburg, North Carolina 28352

Dear Buss:

Thank you for your note abpout the death of Alexander Hayburnm
in Louisville, At last I know he survived October l4th,

Another name in the recent 306th Echoes caught my eye in the
obitusry notices and I'm curious. The name is Georpe Beyer, Jr.
of the 367th shown as hawing died Septembar 1945,

George was my original bombardier and a great guy. A good foothall
player at Manhatten in 1938-41 era when they pleved good teams,

My notes tell me he went dowm July 29, 1943 over Kiel. I'm quite
sure he was captured asnd weas a POV probably until August of 1945.
Could it be that his incarcerstion caused his death?

I'd be interssted in hew vou obtain your information. I'm struck
by the fact that he turns up now after belng dead for 13 years,
Tf you know anything about his family 1'd appreciate knewing about it.

I'm sending & copy of this letter ta Bill Collins since T'm ton l=zy
ko write two letters!

Bill, Marjorie and I plan to go to Ireland, and England in late

April. ©She seems to think the Bth is going at that time. TIs that true
snd if so what are the details? We'd plan to stay in England a week
end then go to Ireland. In other words I'm looking for an inexpensive
Fﬂ{ gflgetting over and back. Any suggestions you have would be
helpful,

jec/fas
c.William M., Collins Jr.




8 January 1979
Dear John,
Nice to hear from you, and I°'ll try to answer your questions.

As to Alexander Heyburn, I had tried to locate him several
times in the last several years, and always came up blank.

I recently had occasion to call a Louisville law férm, and
noted in the coporate name that one of the men was a Heyburn.
After completing my main business, I asked to speak with him.
I explained what I was seeking, and he told me that he was
Alex's cousin, and that Alex had died a year sr so agm, I
then remembered that you had inquired aboutnhim at Miami, end
so dropped you a line.

Another project I have been working on is trying to locate at
least one member from sach crew shot down in which there were
survivors. I've just qrabbed names at random of those whom I
knew had survived the accident and prison camp, Beyer's name
came up in this way, and I passed it along to my contact in
VA in Washington.

He is able to slowly get names through their system where I
can give a full name and serial number. On an average of 25
names on a sheet, he will get back to me about six deceased,
and three to five for whom they have addresses. Then 1} prepare
envelopes of materials, and they address them and forward them,
They will not give me addresses. On one list Beyer's name came
up with the cryptic data, and nothing else.

- However, I find on double checking things that I made a mistake

on his date of death, It should read 12 flar 70. That dgesn°®t help
any, as 1 can't give you any other information on him,

Sincerely yours,

JE,
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JOMM £, CORCORAN, JR, JOHM 1. HAYLIM TeiLEpHarr, 239-3100

June 22, 1979

Mr. Russell A, Strong
Rte. 1 Turnpike Road
laurinburg, North Carolina 28352

Near Russ:

I enjoyed thoroughly the May issue of "Echoes" parti-
culary the article about Schweinfurt.

I was a bit chagrined however to learn after all these
vears that we aborted! My memory = hazy of course - is that cne
who aborted — usually due to mechanical failure - saw neither flak
nor fighters - and more importantly did not get credit for the parti-
cular mission.

That morning I was with Lt. W, J. Tackmier 42-30767 and
we led the 367th. My notes say that some thirty minutes into
"Festung Furopa" we lost one engine and couldn't keep up. I can't
gsay if it was mechanical or flak but it was smoking badly and we
couldn't maintain speed. Tackmier left the formation - rather in-
voluntarily — and apparently decided our best chance was on the deck.
I recall we were subjected to flak and at least several fighter
attacks.

We got back early of course, and I remember the bottom
of my ball turret had many cartridge links indieating I'd fired a
number of rounds. We had flak damage and while I'm not sure I feel
we must have dropped the bombs somewhere in Germany.

In any event we got credit for the mission and were alr—
borne four hours and thirty-£five minutes. This compares with the
August 17, 1943 trip which took six hours and twenty-five minutes.

I probably told you this in FPlorida but my most wvivid
recollection was being met by Major George Buckey our ¢.0. and Capt.
Kenneth Reecher - operations officer - both of whom cried openly
when we told them what happened and few - if any- would be back. It
really didn't seem too long & time until Kirk came back.
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JOHN E. CORCOMANM, JH. JOMM J, HAWLEM TrLepHerRE, 235-2100

o June 22, 1979

Mr. Russell A. Strong (continued)

Just for the record William Bissen (42-30727) was
William C. Bisson of Athens, Georgia, buried in Holland I believe.
In my noteg I show the fellowing: I saw nine chutes from Butler's
plane. (He went down early). Gone are May, Bocalli, Adams, Pulliam,
Sherrill, George Toney, Hayburn, DeBuyser, Harris, St. Louis,
Bisson, White, Butler and Alexander.

Finally, I did not as you know respond to your kind
letter of March 15. Quite frankly five children either in or recent

graduates of college preclude any donation of the magnitude you
mention.

I wish you - however - the best of everything in your

work and hope to see you in Phoenix if I can make it.

Baet refgards,

T e

JEC:D JE?H E. Corcoran, Jr.
P.5] Saw Bob McCourt one month ago -‘wetnfined to a wheel chair -
looks poorly.




11 March 1981

Dear John:

How about checking out Joseph Patrick Ryan in Boston. I note three such
names in the Boston book and one in Quincy. He was bombardier for
Charley Schoolfield, 369th, in late 1943. Perhaps one of these four is
the gi?ht man. Let me know, and we'll get him on the mailing list, if
possible. .

Talked with Bob McCourt a couple of times recently Seemed to be in

-, good spirdits
.

Hope things are well with you--lots of sales, no claims.

Best,
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CORCORAN & HAaAVLIMN IMNSURANCE
Z87F LINDEN STREET
HMELLESILLEY » MaSsSACHUSETTS
Telephonme = =3S—01 OO

DATE! MARCH L7« 1788

TD: RUSS STRONG

KE! Z0&TH ECHDES
RUSS»

I READ WITH INTEREET THE LISTIMG DF FPILOTSE 1IN YOUR
LAGT TSSUE.

IN AN IDLE MOMENT: I CHECHED OFF THE FILOTS I EITHER
KHEMr KHEMW OF» FLEW WITH OR COULD RECODENIZE, IN THE 347TH. THIS
HOULD COVER THE PERIDD 4/43 TD 12/22/43. HERE ARE THE REBULTE:
I KMEH 24 PILOTS: 10 FINISHED & TOUR: 7 HERE KIA: 5 HERE MIA/POMW
ONE WAS INTERMED AND OME WAS WOUNDED {OTID MOT FINISH). ABDUT 42X
FINISHED.

I AMALT MWITH BATED BREATH THE STATS DN BALL TURRET
OFERATORS!
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9 March 1989

Dear John:

Many thanks for the loan of the orders. I immediately got them
copied so o return your original to you.

There were actuakky three other 306th crews on the orders:
John Jackson, Wesley Courson and Willard Lockyear.

All of this information will help me straighten out some of my
raecords that had kind of hung limp before.

Jackson's crew didn't show up at Thurleigh until late July, but
the rest of them evidently came about the same time you did.

This typewriter ribbon looks like it ought to be replaced,zI'll
Have to pick up a new one in the morning.

Again, my thanks for your help.

All the best,
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RECORD UFDATE
306th Bomb Group Association

(Please complete as much of this form as you wish, and return to
Buss Strong at the reunion, or mail to Russ Strong, 5323 Cheval

Place, Charlette, NC 28205) Licele Rock 1989
G2l %G
Date complece '/ H
LAST NAME: ( “pica A FIRST NAME: .04 14 rrree: L0
vt AblAd g S
Street address: ) L e Bl Telephone: (//7) 235-/29 7/

) s I ; “ i -
[ 1e J'III.".I,_'-' T i J! .'I T ACe AL id ]
Jf ey

City, state, zip:

"y o, R [ g W B £
Date of Birch: - —/0 "L Y Wifats. namey JIAAILIOT 14

College(s) atctended: h""a‘u‘- f f e DEgrEE{ﬂ:I:-._“'ff Leed, \:Egﬂg}:f‘f{f}}

1)

Last empln}'mant and job I.'.:[.L'lE - Ly - [y ===y ; =
-.-.-_ "f' L T __,.-'"’I| IJ e Rl :I'l" ] P.r_,.-l.f_ i f’.’”w?f-:.'&':l'éf /{r" o i L
v s

i

0 Gl P T R "rﬂi

Beunions attended: (by year or location) i,-"'l _Ij & et

sertal #: [/ 0L ELY Squadron: L Speciality: ) 7 ”rl;ﬂﬂ i
Date joimed 306th: C(Lodt L';.-'If:-"":* If cumhal:. whnr. Crew: ,-"7" ey ff, .r-=, 1350 ?" EtdL
Special duties or assignments w/306th: ; 2l Tt ’rf""' Wy
Number of missions flown: | & DatE ot Tast pheatent. 4 /”-ﬁ >
Date left 306th: af/"-"/"ff;'f Highest rank/grade with 306th: - }r’jrd; -"r
Other 8th AF units served with:
FIcT B4
f 7
Top gervice assignments afl:e:r 30eth: yol -"rr _
USAF retirement date: O/ '-“ Rank/grade: - ,-"'l.f,: r’llr
:_;_-’i_uf-i;-,:f_ Vs 2

Copies of old 306th orders, either from the Group or Station 111, or any of the
squadrons or other units, will be welcomed by the secretary.

Lf wou know of other 306th people who do not appear in the directory, please add
their names and current or former addresses to this sheet so that we may search
further for them.



Page 1 of 1

From: whouli3947 <whouli3347@msn.com>

To: Russell Strong <Russell.a strong306@worldnet. att.nat=
Cc: Ralph E. Bordner <rbordner@bitwisesystems.com>
Date: Sunday, July 22, 2001 12:00 PM

Subject: Fw: John

-— Original Message —

From: John and Marge Corcoran

To: Bill Houlihan

Sent: Sunday, July 22, 20017 5:57 AM
Subject: John

Hi: Bill and Ruth,the reason | have not respondead lately: John is extremely ill, in May he was
diagnosed with mylodysplastic syndrome(MDOS). Al present he is at Dartmouth Hilchoook
Hospital in Hanover M. H. about an hour drive from hera. My children have been wonderiul,
taking twrms staying with me. His autlook at this fime is very bleak, will keep in touch, Nesed
yvour prayers, fondly Margs
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John E. Corcoran

/7, veteran, former insurance executive

John E. Corcoran of

@ Ludlow, Vi, formery of

Wellesley Hills and New-

ton, died Oct. &, 2001, at home,
He was 77,

Born in Newton, he was a resi-
dent of Wellesley for 50 years
before moving 10 Ludlow two
years ago,

Mr. Corcoran was a 1942 prad-
uate of Newton High School. He
graduated from Beston College

+ in 1947, While attending college,

" he was co-captain of the 1947

- mational champions in hockey

~and was also o member of the
Pike’s Peak Club. Mr. Corcoran
served in the U5, Air Force dur-
ing World War 1],

He was the founder and presi-
~dent of Corcoran & Havlin
+ Insurance Agency of Wellesley,
- Mr. Corcoran was past vice pres-
- ident and direcior of the Massa-

chusetts Associntion of Indepen-
dent Insurance Agents and Bro-
kers, He was also a member of
the Woodland Golf Club,
Auburndale, the Wellesley
Country Club, and the board of
directors of Wellesley Coopera-
tive Bank.

- He leaves his wife, Marjosie T.
(Yelle) Corcoran; four daughters,
Trish Patrick of Sterling, Va.:
Sozanne Jentsch of Gaithers-
burg, Md.; Maurita Adler of
Myntle Beach, §5.C.; and Jacque-
line Corcoran of Boston: one

Groaran

son, John “Jay" Corcoran Jr. of
New York City, and nine grand-
children. He also leaves three
sisters, Margaset Mary Grant of
Newton, Anne Corcoran of
Needham, and Susan Giovanclla
of Plymouth, and one brother,
Daniel Corcoran of Newion.

A loneral Mass was celebrated
in St. Paul's Church, Wellesley,
on Oct. 10. Interment was in
Woodlawn Cemetery, Wellesley,

Memorial donations may be
made to the Visiting Nurses
Alliance of VT and NH, Inc., 366
River 5t., Springficld, VT
{5156,

Arrangements by George F
Daoherty & Sons Funeral Home,
Wellesley.
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